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CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club Inc 
PO Box 758 Castlemaine 3450 
http/castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com 
castlemainegardenclub@gmail.com 
 
President: Jo Welsh 
johanmwelsh@gmail.com 
 
Vice President and Secretary: Alan Isaacs 
a.isaacs@bigpond.com 
 
Treasurer: John MacIntyre  
john.s.macintyre@gmail.com 
0412 614472 
 
Membership Officer: Alan Isaacs 
a.isaacs@bigpond.com 
 
Newsletter: John Barnier (also Committee) 
john.goonawarra@gmail.com 
 
Meet and Greet: Jenny Read (also Committee) 
 
Supper: Alison McMillan (also Committee) 
 
Trading Table: Heather Spicer 
 
Raffle coordinator: Edward Gollings/Peggy Munro (also Committee) 
 
Webmaster/Facebook: John MacIntyre / Judy Hopley 
john.s.macintyre@gmail.com / judyandphilip@gmail.com 
 
General Committee: Tanya Grant; Hilary Tovey 
 
Bank: Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 104 908 280 
 

  

mailto:a.isaacs@bigpond.com
mailto:john.s.macintyre@gmail.com
mailto:a.isaacs@bigpond.com
mailto:john.goonawarra@gmail.com
mailto:john.s.macintyre@gmail.com


 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
My first message to you as president is to give a big thank you to 
the outgoing committee for their wonderful contribution over what 
has been a difficult time in our community, and indeed for the 
world!  They have worked hard to keep the club viable and 
relevant, and have proved flexible and creative in their approach.  
Alan Isaacs, outgoing president, has been appointed vice-
president and secretary.  After a change to the terms of office, 
John MacIntyre remains as treasurer.  The committee comprises 
John Barnier, Tanya Grant, Alison McMillan, Peggy Munro, Jenny 
Read and Hilary Tovey.  Our outgoing secretary, Judy Hopley, has 
been instrumental in keeping us informed during this fluid time.  
Thank you, Judy.  
 
There are many varied tasks in our group, so we thank those who 
have undertaken these duties over a fractured time whilst 
welcoming those with new roles:  

Plant stall coordinator - Alan Isaacs 
Meet & Greet - Jenny Read 
Membership officer - Alan Isaacs 
MULCH editor - John Barnier 
MULCH distributor - Judy Uren 
Raffle coordinator - Edward Gollings/Peggy Munro 
Supper - Alison McMillan 
Technical support - John MacIntyre 
Trading table - Heather Spicer 
Webpage/Facebook - Judy Hopley/John MacIntyre 

 

The situation for us meeting together is still fluid.  Present 
restrictions will allow us to meet Merryle and David from Country 
Farm Perennials at our scheduled August meeting, but we all need 
to stay tuned to any variation of this.  Merryle will speak about seed 
propagation and the tricks of the trade to get the best results.  
There will be electronic facilities to purchase seeds for spring 
planting. 
 
This is to be followed by a visit to the System Garden at the 
University of Melbourne on Wednesday 25th August, a visit that 
has already been postponed once last year and again this year.  
Under the present restrictions this event will have to be again 



postponed, but we may be lucky!  This visit can only go ahead if 
the Melbourne restrictions allow.  I, for one, have my fingers 
crossed as I am very much looking forward to this visit. 
 
As I write I am looking out of my window onto my front garden 
where the resident red wattle bird is doing ridiculous gymnastics 
as it sips nectar from a Grevillea Lady O that is only 0.5m tall!  I 
hope it hasn’t chased off the eastern spine bill that first came to 
this garden only a few weeks ago, hovering around the same bush.  
The wattle bird is very defensive of the eucalypt that provides 
blossom for a variety of birds in the area.  And, all of this is fronted 
by a major traffic route out of Castlemaine! 
 
Under the eucalypt is a patch of galanthus (snowdrops) beautiful 
white flowers nodding over blue/green leaves.  These were first 
given to me by another club member and have expanded from a 
small handful of plants to several dozen, all without any input from 
me.  These plants epitomise for me the essence of our club - the 
caring and sharing of like minds. 
 
I consider myself only a ‘new’ gardener, having been in my present 
home for the past seven years.  The previous thirty or so years 
were at Harcourt in the middle of the bush, surrounded by orchid 
rich but very dry box forest.  I had little water and even less top 
soil, being on a ridge and consequently, not much garden.  There 
was also a thirteen year drought!  Before Harcourt was Geelong, 
an old house with soil and climate that made gardening quite easy.  
I remember a passionfruit that had five fruits in its first season and 
eventually covered an extensive fence and overhang, producing 
bucketfuls of beautiful fruit.  My present garden has developed 
from a bare patch and I am grateful to those who shared a plant or 
some knowledge with me. 
 

Once again, a thank you 
to all of you who have 
helped to keep our club 
viable and dynamic 
through difficult times.  I 
look forward to another 
successful year of the 
garden club. 
 

Jo Welsh  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 
 

Annual General Meeting Tuesday 27 July 2021  
 Held via Zoom – minutes later in this issue 
 Guest speaker, John Bentley, President of Friends of 

Melton Botanic Garden was scheduled to speak on 

“Mediterranean Gardens Suitable for our Climate”, but 
now to be re-scheduled for a later date TBA 

 

 
 
 

Visit to Melton Botanic Garden  
 Wednesday 28 July 2021 

 Sadly cancelled due to Covid19 restrictions 
 (to be re-scheduled) 
 
 
 

 

WHAT is the difference between Covid19 
and Romeo & Juliette? 

One is a Coronavirus and the other is a 
Verona crisis! 

 
  



 

 

 
 

SINCERE THANKS TO ALL OUTGOING 
OFFICE HOLDERS AND COMMITEE 

FOR WORK OVER A DIFFICULT YEAR 
AND 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
INCOMING APPOINTEES: 

 
President:          Jo Welsh 
 

Vice President:  Alan Isaacs 
 

Secretary:          Alan Isaacs 
 

Treasurer:          John MacIntyre 
 

Committee:  
John Barnier                      Tanya Grant  
Alison McMillan                  Peggy Munro 
Jenny Read                        Hilary Tovey 

 

Support Roles:  
Plant Stall Coordinator Alan Isaacs 
Meet & Greet  Jenny Read 
Membership Officer Alan Isaacs 
MULCH Editor  John Barnier 
MULCH Distributor Judy Uren 
Raffle coordinator Edward Gollings/Peggy Munro 
Supper   Alison McMillan 
Technical Support John MacIntyre 
Trading Table  Heather Spicer 
Webpage/Facebook Judy Hopley/John MacIntyre 

 

  



WINTER PLANTING SUGGESTION: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



SCENEATHOME                  Peggy Munro 

 

I suppose everyone finished their census at the proper time? It got 

me thinking about taking another kind of stock count. Years ago, 
in 2000 to be exact, a friend of mine, an experienced walker 
and orienteer, suggested he make a map of my garden for me. I 
was chuffed, it would be great. This week I got it out and had a 
look. I had had it protected by laminating it, so it was still in great 
condition. I remember when he was making the measurements 
how carefully he stepped out. So it is measured in steps and not 
with a tape measure of any kind. I think it is pretty accurate as to 
proportion, so is a great reference. 
 

 
(apologies for blurred image – unable to more clearly capture) 



All the major features are still the same but some of the trees are 
no longer there although new ones have replaced them and others 
have been added to give more shelter and shade. Down on the flat 
a few of the river red gums have fallen and they lie where they 
have fallen. Making new habitat for all sorts of wildlife. 
 
But in the garden areas, a couple of liquid ambers have gone and 
a couple of willows and a huge eucalyptus have gone too. The 
willows were too invasive and water hungry, the liquid ambers just 
didn’t like the hotting up of our climate and were looking dreadful. 
So they were cut down. Another tree there, a young tulip tree, was 
stressed too so it just fell over. In this area above the house the 
soil is very thin and there is not much substance to what is there. 
 
A great big gum that had grown with a great bend around the 
canopy of an original hawthorn, along the front veranda, was very 
suss after that big drought following the millennium, and I thought 
it might eventually fall on the roof. So it too was removed. Where 
it fell a new tree, a very beautiful Chinese Elm called “Frosty” was 
planted well away from the house and is now a stunning specimen. 
 
Up close to the road everything has been left to see just what may 
grow with little intervention. There have been stretches of native 
grasses established that in good years look great but nothing else 
much is changed. The very big wattle must be nearing its time so 
that may fall in years to come. The gums up there are much 
younger than the ones down on the flat but look pretty secure. The 
very, very old and very, very big gum, below the curve in the drive 
has many busted branches and limbs that are making great 
nesting holes for various creatures. When Ian made the map there 
was a great hive of bees in this tree. 
 
I’ve planted newer trees, particularly Chinese pistachios, as they 
are most colourful and very good in our warm climate. They are in 
places where the soil is great, in garden beds to provide shade for 
my ageing garden. A couple of seedlings have grown too. One 
from Marion Cooke, a Koelreuteria paniculata, along my front 
veranda, that is doing well. A couple more free apple trees, and a 
quince and plum. There are two, no three, new Gleditschia too 
since the map making. And perhaps more that I have forgotten 
about. 
 



There are some nice conifers down on the flat, including four Pinus 
pinea, the Italian stone pine. These were grown from seeds 
collected from the cemetery in Campbell’s Creek some time ago. 
Further towards the creek is a seed grown Buda oak and another 
from an acorn from Mt Macedon. I have saved a space here for 
seeds of my favourite pine. I collected cones last year and now 
have 5 seeds to sow. 
 
There have been some new fruit trees too. After that great drought 
we had a huge dump of rain that just poured down the hill along 
the south fence area and drowned a couple of well-established 
cherry trees. They were replaced with a nashi and a pomegranate. 
Both doing well. Just this year I have planted a new fig sucker 
against the stone wall up nearer the house. Hoping this new spot 
might be a better, warmer one with greater fruiting possibilities. 
 
One of the oldest trees in my garden is the almond against the 
south side of the shed. At the moment it is full of wonderful white 
blossom that is enticing numerous birds to investigate. 
 
So signs of spring… 
 

Happy gardening, be well, keep safe. 
PEGGY M 

 
 

          ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 

 

 
GIVEAWAY ENGLISH OAKS 
– propagated from the 
famous “Royal Oak” in the 
Castlemaine Botanic 
Gardens, there are 6 
available – collect from the 
Editor in Hargraves Street 
Castlemaine 
(john.goonawarra@gmail.co
m) or any still available will 
be offered on the Trading 
Table next General Meeting 
24 August 2021.  
  

mailto:john.goonawarra@gmail.com
mailto:john.goonawarra@gmail.com


UPCOMING EVENTS  
(COVID permitting!) 

 

 August General Meeting  
Tuesday 24 August 2021.   

 7.00 pm for 7.30 start 
Wesley Hill Hall, Duke Street, Castlemaine.  
[No supper will be served due to current Covid restrictions] 

 
Our speaker will be Merryle Johnson who will speak on 

Tricks of the Trade in Raising Seed Successfully 
 

 
Photo: Holly Treadaway. 

 
“I’m not a native purist, I believe in plants co-existing alongside 
each other,” Merryle has said.  “There are so many beautiful 
Australian natives and non-natives, and gorgeous variations in 
foliage, there’s no reason why not.” 
 
David and Merryle Johnson own and operate Country Farm 
Perennials, a nursery specialising in rare and drought tolerant 
perennial plants, together with Country Farm Perennials Travel 
which is a licensed travel agency that designs and conducts 
Australian and overseas gourmet garden holidays.   
 



They operate their businesses from their 53-hectare home 
property located in the little village of Nayook near Warragul.  
Their picturesque property also boasts an 8-hectare English-
style garden which is regularly open to visitors although the 
Country Farm Perennials Nursery is currently closed.  More 
information is available at: www.countryfarmperennials.com.au  
 

Merryle will happily answer questions about perennials.  She 
will also bring seeds and plants for sale and will offer 
electronic payment as well. 
 
 

  Visit to the SYSTEM GARDEN 
University of Melbourne, Carlton Campus 
Wednesday 25 August at 10.30 am (for tour) 
 

Suggest travel by V/Line - 
8.12am departure arriving 
Southern Cross 9.46am, then 
share taxis or take 2 Tram trips 
(down Bourke Street and then 
No 19 along Elizabeth Street) to 
Melbourne University. 
 
Located off Royal Parade in 
Parkville, The University of 
Melbourne’s System Garden 
dates back to 1856, three years 
after the founding of the 
University.  Renowned as an 
area of inspiration and beauty 
where the public are able to 
learn more about plant 
relationships.  
 
The System Garden's centrally located tower, illustrated above, 
was originally a potting shed to a unique octagonal glass 
conservatory but is today all that remains of the old glasshouse 
conservatory dismantled in 1916. 
 
More at:   https://sustainablecampus.unimelb.edu.au/  

http://www.countryfarmperennials.com.au/


   Wildflower Walk 
 Kaweka Reserve, Hargraves Street, Castlemaine 
 Saturday 28 August at 11am 
 

 
 
Meet at the main entrance in Hargraves Street corner Turner 
Street at 11am for a walk through under the knowledgeable 
guidance of a member of the Friends of Kaweka to view native 
orchids and other seasonal delights just now starting to appear. 
 

 
 

  



MEMBER SURVEY – June 2021 
 

 
  



SURVEY OUTCOME 

 
A total of 23 responses were received and were unanimous in all 
favouring a PLANT SALE! 
 
So, a PLANT SALE it is – resolved by the Committee to be held 
on the morning of Sunday 7th November 2021 to coincide with the 
Farmers & Artists Markets and the last day of the Festival of 
Gardens. 
 
The main reasons ascribed by Members in the Survey were: 

• Plant sale is more Covid-19 friendly and has greater 
flexibility 

• The Club does not need to generate so much money 

• Garden market is too much work. 

 
 
More details will follow regarding the plant sale, but members are 
encouraged to look after plants that they have potted-up. It’s still 
not too late to pot up more plants to sell, so PLEASE REMEMBER: 
 

NOW 
IS THE PERFECT TIME TO POT-UP 

& PROPAGATE PLANTS! 
 

YOUR CLUB NEEDS LOTS TO SELL ON 7 NOVEMBER! 

PLEASE HELP!! 
 

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/aloe-vera-cactus-succulent-pots-4276602/


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 
DATE: Tuesday 27 July 2021 @ 7.00 pm 
 
VENUE: Online via Zoom 
 
1. Welcome: Alan Isaacs welcomed those present to the 2021 

AGM. 
 
2. Present:  Elizabeth and John Barnier, Erika Calitz, Lynette 

Ellery, Tanya Grant, Judy and Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs, Judi 
Kent, John MacIntyre, Leah McKay, Peggy Munro, Jenny Read, 
Gordon Sanson, Hilary Tovey, Jo Welsh 

 
3. Apologies: Sue Albert, Susan Bassett (Proxy voting form 

received), Alison McMillan (Proxy voting form received), Karina 
Rowles (Proxy voting form received), Sue Spacey, Heather 
Spicer, Judy Uren, Lynda Vorchheimer, Julie-Ann and Neil 
Webster 

 
4. Minutes of the previous AGM, Tuesday 27 October 2020. 

To be confirmed. 
Moved:  Alan Isaacs; Seconded: Jo Welsh  
Passed: Majority 

 
Business arising from the minutes - none  

 
5. Reports - as printed in the Annual Report 

5.1 President: Alan Isaacs 
5.2 Secretary: Judy Hopley 
5.3 Treasurer: John MacIntyre 
To be accepted. 
 Moved:  Alan Isaacs; Seconded: Philip Hopley  
Passed: Majority 

 
6. Terms of office for President, Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer 
It is proposed that notwithstanding any prior resolutions or 
understandings, no one person shall henceforth be permitted to 
serve as President or Vice President or Secretary or Treasurer 
for any more than four consecutive terms in such office. 



Moved:  Judy Hopley; Seconded: Peggy Munro  
Passed: Majority 

 
7.  Election of Office Bearers  

All positions declared vacant - President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Committee 
To be moved. 
Moved: Alan Isaacs; Seconded: Judy Hopley 
Passed: Majority 

 
Philip Hopley, the Returning Officer, called for nominations. 
 
Nominations for vacant positions have been received as follows: 
 

Office Holders: 
President: Jo Welsh 
Proposer: Alan Isaacs; Seconder: Judy Hopley 
 
Vice President: Alan Isaacs 
Proposer: Judy Hopley; Seconder: John MacIntyre 
 
Secretary: Alan Isaacs 
Proposer: Judy Hopley; Seconder: John MacIntyre 

 
Treasurer: John MacIntyre 
Proposer: Philip Hopley; Seconder: Judy Hopley 

 
Committee:  
John Barnier 
Proposer: John MacIntyre ; Seconder: Judy Hopley 
Tanya Grant  
Proposer: Jo Welsh; Seconder: Peggy Munro 
Alison McMillan 
Proposer: Judy Hopley; Seconder: John MacIntyre 
Peggy Munro 
Proposer: Tanya Grant; Seconder: John MacIntyre 
Jenny Read 
Proposer: Judy Hopley; Seconder: John MacIntyre 
Hilary Tovey 
Proposer: Judy Hopley; Seconder: John MacIntyre 
 



There being no further nominations it was moved that the 
nominees be appointed. 
Moved: Judi Kent; Seconded: Tanya Grant 
Passed: Majority 
 
8.  Vote of thanks to outgoing committee members 

Moved: Jo Welsh;  Seconded: Philip Hopley 
Passed: Majority  

 
9.  Appointments:  

Plant stall Coordinator Alan Isaacs 
Meet & Greet  Jenny Read 
Membership officer   Alan Isaacs 
MULCH editor  John Barnier 
MULCH distributor  Judy Uren 
Raffle coordinator  Edward Gollings/Peggy Munro 
Supper   Alison McMillan 
Technical support  John MacIntyre 
Trading Table  Heather Spicer 
Webpage/Facebook Judy Hopley/John MacIntyre 
 
Appointments to be confirmed 
Moved:  Alan Isaacs; Seconded: Hilary Tovey 
Passed: Majority 

 
10. Business: 

That there be no change to the annual fees. 
Moved:  Peggy Munro; Seconded:  Judi Kent 
Passed: Majority 

 
11. Change of Bank Signatories 

Moved that Jo Welsh be added, Alan Isaacs and John 
MacIntyre to remain as signatories and Judy Hopley to be 
removed as a signatory. 
Moved: Philip Hopley; Seconded:  Jenny Read 
Passed: Majority 

 
Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 
 
We declare this to be a true record of the Castlemaine and District 
Garden Club Annual General Meeting held on 27 July 2021.   
President:  Jo Welsh Secretary:  Alan Isaacs  



COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
 

DATE: Tuesday 10 August at 2.30pm 
 
VENUE: via Zoom 
 
Present: Jo Welsh, Alan Isaacs, John MacIntyre, John Barnier, 
Tanya Grant, Peggy Munro, Jenny Read, Alison McMillan 

Apologies: Hilary Tovey 

1. Business arising from previous meeting: 

1.1. Garden market/plant stall survey: Alan advised the committee 

of the results of the survey, which was entirely in favour of a 

plant sale rather than a garden market. The committee 

resolved to hold a plant sale at the tennis club carpark on 

Sunday 7th November, subject to approval by the tennis club. 

Alan will seek permission from the tennis club asap and will 

submit an item for Mulch informing our membership of the 

plant sale decision. Alan will contact all potential garden 

market stallholders and inform them of our cancellation of this 

year’s garden market. Once approval has been received from 

the tennis club, John MacIntyre will submit an ad to go in the 

Festival of Gardens booklet. 

Action: Alan, John M 

1.2. Register of members and updated membership form: Alan 

noted that he intended to revise the new membership form to 

include details of the aims of the club and a reference to our 

rules. Alan will circulate a draft to the committee for discussion 

prior to the next committee meeting. 

Action: Alan 

1.3. Unpresented cheque – contact original recipient: Jo informed 

the committee that she had been in contact with Auntie Julie 

McHale, who said that she had lost the original cheque and 

would like a replacement. John MacIntyre will provide a 

replacement and Jo will get it to Julie. 

Action: John M, Jo 



1.4. Rescheduling visit by Millie Ross: It was decided to ask Judy 

Hopley to contact Millie Ross soon and ask if she could speak 

at the October meeting. Jo volunteered to think of an 

alternative if Millie is not available. Jo asked all committee 

members to think about a backup plan for meetings when 

speakers cancel. 

Action: Alan (to contact Judy H), Jo 

1.5. Committee meetings commencement time: It was resolved 

that with the commencement of daylight saving time in 

October, committee meetings will commence at 5:00 pm. 

Action:  

1.6. Visit to Melton Botanic Gardens: It was resolved to cancel this 

excursion. 

Action: 

2. Correspondence In:  

2.1. Maryborough Garden Club newsletter (by email): Alan to print 

copy for correspondence folder 

Action: Alan 

3. Correspondence Out: None.  

4. Treasurer’s report: To be presented in Mulch. John reported 

that the financial accounts of the club for 2019/20 and 2020/21 

have been audited by George Milford, who has signed off that 

the accounts provide “… a true and fair view of the affairs of 

the Club and bank balances as at 30/6/2021.” Due to less 

income, John M will scrutinise non-essential expenses and 

raise with the committee before incurring any. Action: John M 

5. General Business 

5.1. August General Meeting: All set to go ahead with Merryle 

Johnson, who will have plants and seeds for sale. There will 

be no supper. Jo will put an item publicising it in Mulch. 

Action: Jo 

5.2. August excursions: System Garden excursion and wildflower 
walk are both to go ahead (if covid allows). John Barnier will 



contact neighbour involved with Friends of Kaweka to try to 
find someone to guide the wildflower walk, scheduled for 
Saturday 28th at 11:00am. 

Action: John B 

5.3. End-of-year dinner: Jo will contact Goldfields Track café to get 
quotes etc; John Barnier to get quotes from Buda. It was 
resolved that there be no subsidy this year. 

Action: Jo, John B 

5.4. Invitation from Maldon Garden Club re interclub visit: Alan to 
accept the invitation saying attendance details will be given 
nearer the date. 

Action: Alan 

6. Other Business: None 

7. Next meeting: Tuesday 14th September at 2:30pm at the home 

of Jenny Read and Gordon Sanson, Reservoir Road, Harcourt. 

Meeting closed 4:00pm 

 
        ◄◘◙◙█◙◙◘► 

 
 
 
 

 
  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
July is the first month of the new financial year  
Expenses related to printing of MULCH and AGM papers only. 
 
Bank Balance at 31 July 2021          $7060.27 
Less funds committed to the Castlemaine Bot. Gardens $4649.00 
Net funds available             $2411.27 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 
 

You will need your 2020 membership card 
for identification 

 
 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  
10% garden related products over $10 

  
► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  
  
► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  
  
► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE - All discount providers have been notified to 
honor 2020 Membership Cards until February 2022  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

Tuesday 24 August 2021 
Wesley Hill Hall 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

10th September 2021 
Venue: Jenny Read’s home, 

Reservoir Road, Harcourt 
 

The Castlemaine & District 
Garden Club meets at 

7.30pm on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month 

February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the Club is 

open to all and costs 

$20 per year per household 

($32 if you want a paper copy 

of MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 

 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year 

 

 

New members very welcome! 

To
  


