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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Greetings from Elphinstone hill. 

Winter has arrived, cold and bleak, but also bringing some good rain. 
It’s interesting that our local trees and shrubs have adapted to our 
hot, dry summer/cold wet winter climate and put on growth spurts 
from autumn through into winter. My new tree plantings are getting a 
good start to their life. 

I followed suggestions from Clive Blazey, writing in the Diggers 
magazine a while ago and planted a black Booyong and two 
Queensland kauri trees.  The Booyong is very healthy and growing 
fast.  The kauris are also off to a healthy start although they are in 
tougher conditions.  I was recently walking through the Melbourne 
botanic gardens and came across a beautiful kauri, with its straight 
trunk of considerable girth.  There was also an enormous Algerian 
oak (we also have one of these planted) that I encountered down 
near the lake – a beautiful tree.  I wish I could see our trees in a 
hundred years when they are fully grown.  I at least hope they are 
preserved for others in the future. 

I wrote last month about the question of excess produce. Pam and I 
seem to have found various solutions. Firstly, we have taken bags of 
apples, pears, etc to family and friends to be given out to their family 
and friends. We have also been stewing up more fruit for desserts. 
Lastly, we discovered the produce exchange at the Castlemaine 
Farmers’ Market, held on the Western Reserve on the first Sunday of 
each month. We’re new to the exchange, but I think it’s an excellent 
idea – get credit for produce that you give, and use that credit to 
purchase produce that you need. 

Further to the problem of fruit flies that I mentioned last month, the 
following is an excerpt from the Mount Alexander Shire website: 

Queensland Fruit Fly was confirmed in a number of locations 
in Castlemaine this year, for the first time ever. The pest can 
devastate commercial and backyard fruit and vegetable 
crops. 

• Don’t bring infected fruit into the shire  

• Net your vegetable garden, fruit trees or bag individual 

fruit- Pick fruit regularly and clean up fallen fruit- 

• Check tomatoes and fruit for sting marks 



• Continue to trap and monitor fruit fly population levels 

weekly 

• Prune trees to a manageable height so you can pick, 

net and check fruit 

• Treat infected fruit by microwaving, freezing or placing 

the fruit in a sealed black plastic bag and leaving in 

the sun for at least seven days. The fruit must be 

disposed of in the rubbish bin, not in the compost. 

I recommend looking at the entire article at: 

https://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_id=
3952 

A garden pest that was prevalent in our garden, especially over 
autumn, was the European wasp. To reduce their numbers in spring 
and summer, it is recommended to put out traps in winter and spring, 
especially to catch queens seeking new nests. Traps can be made 
from plastic drink bottles with lids. Drill a hole near the top large 
enough for wasps to enter. Make up a mixture of fruit juice with a bit 
of honey and a teaspoon of vanilla essence. Pour some into each 
trap up to a height of about five centimetres. Suspend the traps on 
tree branches around the garden. Again, more information can be 
found by searching on the internet. I recently put out three traps and 
caught many wasps. I was also lucky to come across their nest – they 
were streaming out of a hole in the ground – so I was able to pour 
ant/wasp powder around the entrance one evening. There have been 
no more seen since. 

Since sending out our survey regarding a garden market or plant 
sale, a few members have had queries regarding the club’s finances. 
I remind members that the Treasurer’s report is included in each 
month’s Mulch. This month, in addition to the usual Profit and Loss 
and Balance Sheet reports, John MacIntyre has included a summary 
of our usual annual recurring expenses based both on projections 
and on actual amounts over the past few years. I hope this makes 
our financial position clearer. 

Until next time, 
Alan Isaacs. 

  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 

 

General Meeting Tuesday 25 May  
 
Club Member, Jennifer Read BSc (ANU) 
Hons (Tas) PhD (Tas), presented a most 
interesting and informative paper entitled 
“Travels in Gondwanan Forests: 
Southern Beech Forests” addressing 
such conundrums as the similarity of the 
vegetation and flora of southern temperate 
zone regions separated by large oceans.  
This includes New Zealand, Australia  

(Victoria and Tasmania), Chile, Argentina, New Caledonia and 
Papua New Guinea. Jennifer described her journeys in South 
America, New Zealand and the tropics - the challenges of travel to 
remote places, the people and the diversity of the landscapes and 
vegetation 
 
Some images from the presentation: 
 

 
  



 

  
 
 
 
 

Visit to the SYSTEM GARDEN at University of 
Melbourne, Carlton Campus  

 

Proposed for Wednesday 26 May, but sadly cancelled for re-
scheduling once Covid 19 issues currently engulfing Melbourne 
are satisfactorily resolved. 
 
Now re-scheduled for Wednesday 25 August – details to follow! 
 

 

  



WINTER 
 

 

Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind 
William Shakespeare 

 
Blow, blow, thou winter wind, 
Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude; 
Thy tooth is not so keen, 
Because thou art not seen, 
Although thy breath be rude. 
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly: 
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly: 
Then, heigh-ho, the holly! 
This life is most jolly. 
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 
That dost not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot: 
Though thou the waters warp, 
Thy sting is not so sharp 
As friend remembered not. 
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly... 
 
Appears in As You Like It, Act II Scene VII. 

 

  



Spellbound 
Emily Brontë (1837) 

 

The night is darkening round me, 
The wild winds coldly blow; 
But a tyrant spell has bound me 
And I cannot, cannot go. 
The giant trees are bending 
Their bare boughs weighed with snow. 
And the storm is fast descending, 
And yet I cannot go. 
Clouds beyond clouds above me, 
Wastes beyond wastes below; 
But nothing drear can move me; 
I will not, cannot go. 
 

 
 

Emily Brontë (1818 – 1848) is best known for her novel Wuthering 
Heights (Thomas Cautley Neuby, 1847).  Her poetry is published 
in The Complete Poems of Emily Jane Brontë (Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1923).  This poem is dark and gloomy, getting darker 
by the moment…  Feel the chill!  Sometimes said to be set in the 
Bronte children’s fictitious world of Gondal and oft interpreted as 
most likely referring to Emily’s inability to move from disbelief to 
belief in her faith and thereby save herself from the perilous doom 
engulfing her following the death of her mother and sister at 
Emily’s age 19 when she wrote this poem.  Others say the poem 
revolves around a mother who leaves her child out on the 
Yorkshire moors to die of exposure.  Watching her child die is 
torture for her, but the woman is under a spell and finds herself 
unable to walk away…a long bow?  



SCENEAROUND                     Peggy Munro 

 

So winter is here; some wild winds and frost and dreary days but so 
far not much rain.  We hope for a sure supply of the wet stuff over the 
coming months to help us through the coming seasons. 
 
What helps me is what is happening right now with great winter 
colour. My old Iris foetidissima with its stunning seeds in great pods 
on tall stalks that stand up to any weather are just marvellous.  
 
 

 
 
 
The seeds are packed tightly at first in the strong pods but are 
gradually exposed as they mature.  They are so orange and colourful 
for a long time and have great value as garden ornaments.  I must 
have about six or seven clumps of this iris’s about in different places 
in my garden. 
 
This next image following is of Iris pallida: 
  



 

 
 
 
Another Iris doing so well in the winter is Iris unguicularis, the pale 
blue winter iris with its delicate sweet perfume.  This iris makes a 
strong clump of sturdy leaves that slowly reveal the tightly furled buds 
on their stems that open just for the one day.  Pulled, not picked, they 
will open inside without a blemish and share their soft perfume in the 
warmth of your house.  A very strong plant with such an abundance 
of flowers that continue to appear for ages and ages.  There are lots 
of clumps of this iris in my garden, some with a darker blue flower 
with lovely even darker markings.  There are slightly different 
shadings and markings of these, to make for much variety in the 
different clumps about in my garden.  A plant for almost every garden 
in our Goldfields area.  Once planted it can be left for years to 
continue to flower without any input from the gardener.  Mine don’t 
even seem to be attacked by slugs or snails. Some gardeners like to 
cut back the leaves before the flowers come to show then off better 
but I couldn’t be bothered to interfere.  Buda has a stunning white 
variety that I have tried to grow but no luck with it! 
 
  



 

 
 
If you are interested in Iris as a group there must be lots and lots of 
species, and hundreds and possibly thousands of varieties.  Another 
species that I have and really like is I. pallida variegata argentea 
with its striped leaves of almost white.  The flowers are a simple 
nothing of palest mauve, but the clump of leaves in a dark corner are 
stunning. 
 
Another I have with most interesting leaves is the Spanish Iris, Iris 
xiphium.  This Spanish iris has the most beautiful leaves, now just 
emerging from their bulbs.  They grow taller and greyer/ silvery and 
make a very fine clump.  In my garden the flowers, not so different 
from the Dutch iris, are nearly always clobbered by frosts. I f they 
didn’t have such great leaves I wouldn’t bother with them at all.  Some 
Dutch iris I have do well enough but they are nothing great.  
 
The irises that grow best for me are the species that are mentioned 
above but I have others that are just as great.  The very tall yellow 
and white flowers of I. ochroleuca and the all bright yellow l. 
pseudacorus.  These two are almost feral in my space but I love 



them both as they are so reliable.  And after I cut them down their 
strong stalks make great stakes for anything else I need. 
 
Tiny I.reticulata I have tried and grown but they get swamped in my 
space and I should take more care of them.  Perhaps they would do 
well for me in pots where they wouldn’t be lost. 
 
I will not say much about I.germanica because almost all of us will 
have many of these in our garden; small, tall and wonderfully 
coloured and frilled.  But it is getting too shady for these to do well for 
me and the ones I’ve shifted out into another space just haven’t 
coped well with the new spot.  I seem to be most happy with the more 
interesting seeds and foliage and simpler flowers of the other less 
manipulated species.  Some from the old paddock stock, the white 
one particularly does well up near the road and I am trying the pioneer 
purple small one again! 
 
I hope that any members that might like to share some of these plants 
with me would know to ask.  Please do as I would happily share with 
you. 
 
Happy gardening, be well, keep safe. 
PEGGY M 
 

  ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 
 
 

  



OLD YELLOW BOX - CHEWTON 

 
Chewton’s magnificent old Yellow Box… 
 

 
 
Recent publicity about this tree gives one the impression that it has 
been neglected and only just discovered.  Not true.  It’s also not true 
that it is a red gum as one media outlet reported!  
 
So what is the recent background to this eye-catching specimen? 
 
It sits on publicly owned land.  Crown land.  Like many parts of the 
old goldfields, fences constructed don’t “quite” match the actual 
situation and the old Yellow Box is either in the Castlemaine Diggings 
National Heritage Park or on a road reserve - or possibly even both.  
 
In the January 2021 Chewton Chat Jackie McMaster was outlining a 
local walk and wrote.   

“Take a little detour off the track to visit one of Chewton’s 
largest and most magnificent trees. This huge yellow box is a 
stunner and must be hundreds of years old. Although it looks 
like it is on private land, rest assured it is part of the 



Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park so you are 
allowed to get up close and personal with this lovely old tree.” 

 
In the April 2014 Chat a FOBIF (Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forests) 
Walk was described: 

“Downhill after lunch, the Garfield Water Wheel supports were 
the first port of call, then on past Manchester Reef and on to 
the giant yellow box just beyond Troll Corner. The tree is a 
magnificent specimen and the question was posed as to why 
this one survived when all the landscape was cleared not 
once, but many times in the years following the gold rush. 
Mine supports, building, industrial use and commercial 
firewood all added to the demands on the bush but this tree 
survived and it’s now a Chewton icon.” 

 

 

Even earlier the August 
2012 Chat reported on a 
working bee at that site: 
 
“There are some 
beautiful large old trees 
in the Chewton area – 
one of them is the Yellow 
box just off the Goldfields 
Walking Track near 
Fairbairn Street. Over the 
last couple of years the 
dreaded weed, bridal 
creeper, was really 
getting established and 
affecting the health of the 
tree. With the support 
from the Mount 
Alexander Shire’s 
Community Grants 
Program, the Friends of  

the Box-Ironbark Forest (FOBIF) organised for the bridal 
creeper to be sprayed, ordered 240 indigenous plants and 
found recycled plastic guards through Golden Point Landcare. 
Fifteen friends then spent Sunday morning of National Tree 
Planting Day planting these understorey indigenous species 
around this magnificent tree to help provide a better balance 



for plants, birds and insects to live. Hopefully we’ll get a few 
more showers to help the plants along otherwise it will be 
another bucket brigade! Everyone enjoyed the planting and 
those people using the walking track will now be able to enjoy 
an improved landscape.” 

 
And way before the Chat began there was a local drama when it 
became known a slate quarry or supplier was interested in the land 
beside the old Yellow Box.  Margaret Winmill is a long-term resident 
in that area and writes: 

“I bought my property, then known as Kent’s Cottage, in 
November 1967, and came to live here at the end of 1969 with 
my children, Peter and Fiona. At the end of October 1968 
Clive Winmill was living further up the track past Kent’s 
Cottage. Halfway between the two places was a fenced area 
enclosing a stone ruin and a magnificent old yellow box tree 
with its lower branches spreading close to the ground.  
 
It became a favourite place for Peter and Fiona who loved 
climbing the tree, playing in the ruins of the stone building and 
picking armfuls of jonquils in the spring. We also kept a horse 
there for a while. 
 
We always loved the old tree, which held a presence over the 
land known as Knoblocks (owned by John Knoblock). We 
didn’t know then that the fence was not in the correct position 
and the tree was on crown land. 
 
One day early in April 1973 an unusual number of cars were 
going past and Clive asked a driver what was happening. 
 
Knoblocks was for sale and a slate quarry or supplier was 
mentioned as being interested in it. We immediately thought 
of trucks and dust. We didn’t stop to think, we had to save it. 
 
I found $1 – all we had, and we got in the car and went to the 
agent in Castlemaine. We walked in and put the dollar on the 
counter and said, ‘That is the deposit for the land for sale at 
Chewton’. The agent accepted the deposit but said we had to 
come back with a proper deposit by the end of the week. We 
made a visit to my lawyer, George Gray and told him the story. 
I remember him saying with a laugh in his voice, ‘How are you 



going to pay for it’? Anyway, he provided enough for a proper 
deposit. Sadly my mother died later in that month, but she left 
me some money, which paid for the land. 
 
At one stage we thought about moving there, but decided that 
here was more convenient because of the electricity and the 
town water. Kent’s Cottage became Badger’s Keep in about 
1974 and the nursery began in 1975. 
Later we sold the land we’d bought to Susan Irvine (St Leon). 
She had the two dams constructed.” 

 
It seems many people know of that old Yellow Box tree on the 
Goldfields Track to the north of Chewton, and many know it very well. 
Its fame was wider than Chewton too, the tree was regularly visited 
by Latrobe university students studying landscape change and 
culture.  
 
Conversations about the tree always came back to what a living 
treasure it is, if only it could talk imagine the stories it could tell and 
then the inevitable question of why it was left standing when the rest 
of the trees and native vegetation disappeared in the 1850s gold 
rush.  
 
And during recent history there’s been a squatter set up camp on the 
nearby site in the belief it was unowned land and therefore available 
to him by adverse possession, there’s been regular walking group 
visits to gaze up into the branches and, unfortunately, even a group 
who lit a sociable fire under the protective branches of that Yellow 
Box - and therefore right on its root zone! So many stories… 
 
If you have a story to tell about that old Yellow Box feel free to send 
it to the Chewton Chat - this is another way of recording our local 
history. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Reprinted with permission from 

a post by John Ellis 
on Chewton.net  
on 31 May 2021 

  



UPCOMING EVENTS (COVID permitting!) 
 

 June General Meeting – Tuesday 22 June 2021.   
 

[REMEMBER TO SIGN IN VIA THE SERVICE VICTORIA APP!] 
 

Guest speaker will be Millie Ross whose topic will be “Gardening in 
Central Victoria” 
 

 
 

Millie Ross is a professional horticulturist, garden designer, writer and 
broadcaster - currently appearing in Gardening Australia on ABC 
television.  An innovative gardener with an unconventional approach, 
Millie specialises in creative construction, sourcing local, low-cost 
materials and using plants in unusual ways.  As author of The Thrifty 
Gardener; a practical guide to building the garden you want with 
whatever you've got, Millie aims to get everyone growing! 
 

  



   Visit to Goldfields Revegetation Plant Nursery in Mandurang 
230 Tannery Lane, Mandurang Vic 3551  
Wednesday 23 June 2021 – talk by Ashley @ 10.30  
Carpool @ Octopus by 10.00 or meet there 

 
 

 
 
 
A specialist native plant nursery with over 2000 indigenous and 
selected native species for all your gardening, landscaping, farming 
and environmental needs.  Members and friends are invited to enjoy 
a relaxing stroll around the nursery and through their Wildflower Walk 
to see and learn about the unique plants and wildflowers of the 
Goldfields region.  Ashley, the Owner, will address us with an 
informative introduction at 10.30. 
 
 

   Visit to the SYSTEM GARDEN at University of Melbourne, 
Carlton Campus – now re-scheduled for Wednesday 25 
August – details in August MULCH! 

 

 
  



MAY GENERAL MEETING  

 
DATE: Tuesday 25 May 2021 @ 7.30 pm 

 

VENUE: Wesley Hill Hall, Duke Street, Castlemaine 

 

Present: Edward Gollings, Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs, John 
MacIntyre, Barbara Maund, Peggy Munro, Jenny Read, Ann and 
Gabe Roman, Gordon Sanson, Heather Spicer, Maxine Tester, 
Hilary Tovey, Julie-Ann and Neil Webster, Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Elizabeth and John Barnier, Marion Downe, Judy 
Hopley, Pam Isaacs, Jill McFarland, Judy Uren 

Visitors:  None 

1. Welcome:  Alan welcomed those in attendance to the meeting. 

2. Correspondence In:  

2.1. Maldon Garden Club newsletter 

2.2. Maryborough Garden Club newsletter 

2.3. Bendigo Bank Statement 

2.4. Invitation from Newstead Men’s Shed 

3. Correspondence Out:  

3.1. Email from Alan Isaacs to Neil Webster 

3.2. Card to Marion Downe 

4. Treasurer’s report: Received.  

4.1. John MacIntyre explained the changes made to the 

Balance Sheet in the accounts in order to separate out 

committed funds. He also noted that the remaining funds 

were insufficient for the club to make any donations at this 

time. 

5. General Business 

5.1. Plant stall/Garden market survey:  Alan advised that a 

survey is being prepared for completion by members.  It will 

be distributed in June. 



5.2. Committee and support positions:  Alan reminded members 

that at the forthcoming AGM in July nominations are 

required for the committee and volunteers required for 

support positions. 

5.3. Contributor sought for MULCH to write monthly list of 
“things to do in the garden”:  See item in May MULCH, 
contact John Barnier if willing to undertake this task. 

6. Other Business 

6.1. Visit to System Garden, University of Melbourne: Because 

of the reintroduction of Covid restrictions in Greater 

Melbourne, it was agreed that this visit, scheduled for 26 

May, be postponed. 

7. Show and Tell and Trading Table 

7.1. Maxine brought along a plant from her garden for 

identification but despite several suggestions no exact ID was 

made. 

Meeting closed: 7.50 pm 

 
 

   ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 
 
 

  



COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
 

DATE: Tuesday 8 June at 2.30pm 
 

VENUE: Via Zoom 
 

Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, Tanya Grant, Jo Welsh, 
Peggy Munro, Judi Kent, John MacIntyre, John Barnier 

Apologies:  nil 
Observer:  Jill McFarland 
 
1. Business arising from previous meeting 

 
1.1 Garden market/plant stall survey. 

Alan thanked John for reformatting the survey prepared by Jo.  
It was agreed that the survey should include Name/Contact 
details.  John to amend. 
Judy to email the survey to members with print copies to be 
delivered to members without email with June and July editions 
of MULCH.  Print copies will also be available at the June and 
July general meetings. Surveys to be returned by 27 July.  
Action: John Barnier, Judy 
 

1.2 Committee and support positions. 

Alan advised that he will not be nominating for the role of 
President but will nominate for Vice President.  Tanya will 
contact Maxine Tester to discuss taking over the role of 
membership officer.  Peggy will ask Edward Gollings if he will 
take over from Maxine as raffle prize co-ordinator. 
Action: Tanya, Peggy 

 
1.3 Register of members and updated membership form. 

Judy advised that Maxine is preparing a spreadsheet as a 
Register of members and is updating the membership form to 
include a space for a signature. 

 
1.4 Advertisement Festival of Gardens booklet. 

John M to contact FoG about the cut-off date for the 
advertisement.  It was agreed that if this was before the results 
of the garden market/plant stall survey are known, a generic 
advertisement would be placed in the booklet. 
Action: John MacIntyre  



2 Correspondence In:  
 

2.1 Maldon Garden Club newsletter 
2.2 RHSV Membership and Insurance Invoice 2021-2022 
2.3 Invitation from Buda – Living heritage program 
2.4 Maryborough Garden Club newsletter 
2.5 Email from Goldfields Library re subscription to New Zealand 

Gardener 
2.6 Bendigo Bank Statement 
2.7 RHSV Gardeners’ Gazette, Winter edition 

 
3 Correspondence Out:  

None 
 

4 Treasurer’s report: Received.   
 

4.1 Format 

Alan thanked John MacIntyre for reformatting the reports to 

show current month and YTD (year-to-date) profit/loss figures. 

 
4.2 Unpresented cheque  

It was noted that a cheque for $50.00, presented to guest 
speaker Julie McHale when she gave a presentation to the club 
on bush tucker early in 2018, has not been presented.  Jo 
agreed to give Julie $50 in cash and obtain reimbursement from 
the club.  John MacIntyre to reverse the cheque payment in the 
accounts. 
Action: Jo, John MacIntyre 

 
4.3 New Zealander Gardener subscription 

The committee agreed that the subscription to New Zealand 
Gardener held at the Castlemaine Branch of the Goldfields 
Library, should be renewed for 2021/22. 
Action: John MacIntyre 

 
5 General Business 

 
5.1 New members: None  

 
6 Other Business 

 
6.1 June 22 General Meeting - guest speaker Millie Ross. 



Judy advised that Millie Ross is confirmed as the guest speaker 
for June. Because Covid restrictions limit the number of people 
who can be in the hall, it was agreed that this would only be 
publicised to members via June MULCH. 
Millie does not require a speaker’s fee but prefers that a garden 
related donation be made by the club.  It was agreed that 
$100.00 would be donated to Buda House and Garden for 
garden maintenance. 
Action: John MacIntyre 
 

6.2 June 23 Outing - Goldfields Revegetation Plant Nursery. 
Judy to prepare a sign-up sheet for this visit and circulate at the 
general meeting. Car-pooling from the Octopus, opposite 
Castle Motel, Duke Street at 10.00 am or meet at the nursery 
at 10.30 am. 
John MacIntyre to advise the nursery of the visit.  As the visit 
includes a talk from the owner, it was agreed that the outing will 
not proceed if there are less than ten members planning to 
attend. 
Action:  John MacIntyre 

 
6.3 Rescheduling visit to System Garden, University of Melbourne. 

As the visit for May was cancelled because of a Covid outbreak 
it was agreed to reschedule to Wednesday 25 August 2021.  Jo 
will make arrangements for the new date. 
Action: Jo Welsh 
 

6.4 AGM 27 July. 
Alan advised that he will be unable to attend in person the July 
committee meeting or the AGM.  He hopes to be able to 
participate in both meetings via Zoom. 
 
Judy to prepare paperwork for distribution to members early in 
July. Agenda to include a proposal that office bearers can serve 
up to and including four consecutive years.  This proposal to be 
voted on prior to the election of office bearers. 
 
It was agreed that because of Covid restrictions in regard to 
sharing food and the number of people allowed in spaces such 
as kitchens, the past practice of      having a soup and dessert 
dinner will not take place.  When the committee meets in July 
it will be decided if supper can be provided. 



Action: Judy 
 

6.5 Use of Service Victoria QR code. 
It was agreed that members should register using the Service 
Victoria QR code when attending general meetings.  John 
MacIntyre and Philip Hopley to assist those who may need 
help.  Philip to provide an additional QR code Check-In form to 
be placed on the door to the hall. 
Action: John MacIntyre, Philip Hopley 
 

6.6 Discount providers. 
PETstock, Castlemaine have advised that they are no longer 
providing a discount to club members.  John Barnier to remove 
from list of providers in MULCH. 
Action: John Barnier 
 

7 Next meeting:  Tuesday 13 July 2.30 pm, Maldon Road, 
McKenzie Hill 

 
 

  ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 
 

 
 

 
  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Further to the questionnaire related to Garden Market versus Plant 
stall there have been queries about club expenses and income. 
 
The following is a breakdown of the typical annual expense and 
income: 
 
  Typical Recurring Expenses  

AGM Expenses 100 

Consumer Affairs annual fee 80 

Hall hire 240 

Insurance 150 

Magazine subscriptions 100 

Membership - BUDA 130 

Membership - RHSV 90 

PO Box fee 140 

Printing MULCH 750 

Speaker fees 400 

Sundry expenses 200 

 2,380 

  
Predicted Income (excluding 
Market/Plant Event)  
Membership (50 paid 
memberships) 1,000 

Raffle 130 

Trading table 160 

 1,290 

  

  
Average net income from Garden 
Market (over 5 years 2015 - 2019) 3,412 

  

  
Net income from 2021 Plant Stall 1,300 



 

 
The Bank Balance at end May was $7,576.25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card 

for identification  

 

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE - All discount providers have been notified to 
honor 2020 Membership Cards until February 2022  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

Tuesday 22 June 2021 
Wesley Hill Hall 

7 for 7.30 pm 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

13th July 2021 
Venue: Jo Welsh’s 

home, Church St, Maldon 
 

The Castlemaine & District 
Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 
per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 
 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

 

New members very welcome 

To
  


