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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Greetings from Elphinstone Hill. 
 

Once again it was very pleasing to have a good turnout for our April 
general meeting.  I hadn’t known much about Connecting Country 
and Landcare, and I found Asha’s talk very informative. I’m now 
looking forward to our May meeting when our garden club member 
Jenny Read will talk about forests. Please come along! 

It’s been great to have good rain so far this month after a fairly dry 
April.  Here we’ve had falls of 32mm and 12mm and still more today 
(Thursday).  Let it continue!  All our trees are loving it and it bodes 
well for the coming year. 

After an absence of a month or two we’ve had bands of choughs 
return.  They are delightful birds with their little groups that seem to 
work really well together.  We seem to have at least three groups 
frequenting our garden – perhaps encouraged by Pam feeding them 
cheese.  I find it quite humorous the way that they scratch through 
the mulch using their head and beak where most birds would scratch 
with their feet.  

The potting up morning held on Wednesday 28th April was a great 
success and I thank all those members who participated.  Of course, 
there are many other members who have potted up cuttings at home. 
Our survey regarding garden market or plant sale in October or 
November should be available before the June meeting, but we are 
certain to make use of these plants one way or the other.   

I do have the left-over potting mix at my place which is available 
to any club member who wants to come and get some. Contact 
me if interested, but it will only be available for a limited time. 

 



I have been wondering about the general ‘problem’ of excess 
produce.  Our Fuji apple tree recently produced well over two 
hundred apples in addition to fifty or so Golden Delicious. What can 
I do with excess produce?  We don’t eat preserved fruit, nor do we 
have time to do the preserving at present.  We are happy to give 
away what is excess to our needs. Is there anything organised in 
Castlemaine to get such produce to those who really need it? 

The experience with the Fuji apples also made me starkly aware of 
the need to thin out fruit when it first forms on the tree.  I did some 
thinning but nowhere near enough.  I also realise that I need to prune 
that tree very aggressively to remove low-hanging branches and 
encourage higher growth.  I’m wondering about doing the same with 
the Bacon avocado tree which has spread wide and low. I’m also 
encouraged by the vigorous, healthy growth of the Hass avocado tree 
planted against the north-facing wall of our studio.  I think it has the 
perfect spot and I look forward to crops of avocados some time in the 
future.  More problems with excess fruit …? 

Unfortunately, fruit fly is now becoming widespread in the Mount 
Alexander Shire.  It has been widely recorded in Harcourt and we 
have found some infestation in apples growing on our property.  Quite 
a few things will have to change in terms of avoiding fruit fly 
infestation, including the use of traps and lures and netting with fine 
mesh rather than fairly open bird netting.  I think all gardeners will 
need to take action if we want to keep it under control. 

Until next time. 

Alan Isaacs. 

 
 

 ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 
 
 
 

 
  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 

 

General Meeting Tuesday 27 April  
 
 
 
Asha Bannon… 
eruditely took us through 
the work of the various 
active Landcare groups in 
the region with videos of 
some of their activities.    
 

 
 

…And explained the 4 pillars of Landcare’s contribution to the 
environment 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Trading Table was 
in full swing, with all sale 
proceeds (mostly @ $2 
per item!) adding to the 
Club’s coffers… 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…And Edward 
Gollings was seen 
flaunting his raffle win 
before a suitably 
impressed Barbara 
Maund whilst asserting 
it was not rigged as a 
quid-pro-quo for his 
agreeing to host the 
Potting-Up Day the 
very next day… 
 

 

 
  



 Potting Up Day - Wednesday 28 April  
 

Host, Edward Gollings, provided excellent weather and a delightful 
garden environment for Members attending to pot up stock in 
anticipation of the Club's October plant sale. 
 

AND PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP 
POTTING UP AT HOME IN ANTICIPATION OF 
THE CLUB SALE EVENT IN OCTOBER 2021! 

 

Some “happy snaps” of Members hard at work follow: 
 

 
  



 
 

…and recovering from toil over a well-deserved cup of tea and 
Edwards’s legendary curried egg sandwiches… 
 

  



CEENEAROUND                     Peggy Munro 

 

CEENAROUND - C is for: 
 

Care 
Committee 
Cold 
Cobwebs 
Camellias 
Curves 
Colours 
Couch grass 
Compost 
Chives 
Chillies 
Cauliflowers 
Cyclamen 
Cotinus 
Cold 
Calendula 
Callistemon 
Crataegus 
Clouds 
 

…and XYZ…  Z is for Zephyranthes. 
 

(…also known as Rain Lily, Rain Flower, Zephyr Lily, Storm Lily, 

Wind Flower - a bulbous perennial that originated from North and 

South America.  A member of the Amaryllidaceae family.) 
 

 
 

Happy gardening. 

PEGGY M  



 

 

 

In the absence of the much-anticipated flood of celebratory images 

from Club Members engaging in WNGD on 1 May this year, your 

editor was obliged to spend some days trawling the dark side of the 

internet to locate suitable images for publication… 

 

Only one brave Member 

submitted an image fusing 

the joys of nature, creativity 

and the simple pleasure 

(toil?) of gardening in a heady 

combination celebrating the 

heights of human artistic 

endeavour as at right – but 

anonymously – could any 

recognising please identify 

the tree and/or Member 

concerned and advise the 

Editor for our records? 

  
 

 

 
 
 
Being a non-sexist publication we 
are presenting a double centrefold 
this year, thereby hopefully catering 
for all horticultural tastes… 

  

 

CELEBRATING WORLD NAKED 
GARDENING DAY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 
  



HOUSEKEEPING MATTERS 

 
 

 

 

CALL FOR A 
MONTHLY CONTRIBUTIOR 

 

Dear Members – WE NEED YOU! 
 
MULCH is seeking a contributor to provide a 
short “TO DO LIST” for publication each month 
setting out a brief listing of the jobs to be 
undertaken in the garden during the ensuing 
month – Please do it – you know you can…! 

 
 

 
 

THIRD CALL FOR  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Please consider joining the Committee!   
 
The roles of President and Secretary will become vacant at 
the AGM in July and incumbents have indicated neither will 
be seeking re-election. 
 
A support person is also required to take over the role of 
Membership Officer and raffle co-ordinator from Maxine 
Tester who has done a wonderful job for the past few years. 
 
Talk to current committee members to find out what is 
involved and how you may be able to contribute. 
 

 
  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 May General Meeting – Tuesday 25 May 2021.   
 

Speaker will be Jennifer Read who will present a discussion on 
“Travels in Gondwanan Forests: Southern Beech Forests”. 
 

 

Club Member, Jennifer Read BSc (ANU) 
Hons (Tas) PhD (Tas), was most latterly an 
adjunct Associate Professor at the School 
of Biological Sciences, Monash University.  
Her research focused on forest ecology and 
plant functional traits.  A contributor to some 
111 articles, in 1996 Jennifer also co-edited 
(with Thomas T. Veblen and Robert S. Hill) 
the following work available from Amazon: 

 
Ecologists and biogeographers 
have been intrigued for a long 
time by the striking similarity of the 
vegetation and flora of southern 
temperate zone regions 
separated by large oceans. These 
scientists have been particularly 
interested in the occurrence in 
these regions of Nothofagus -
southern beeches. This book, 
which focuses on the distribution, 
history, and ecology of the genus 
Nothofagus, provides a key to 
understanding the historical plant 
geography and modern 
vegetation patterns of the 
southern hemisphere. 

 
 

  



   Visit to the SYSTEM GARDEN at University of Melbourne, 
Carlton Campus – 10.30 am (for tour) Wednesday 26 May 

 

Suggest travel by V/Line - 8.12am departure arriving Southern Cross 
9.46am, then share taxis or take 2 Tram trips (along Bourke and then 
Elizabeth Streets) to Melbourne University. 
 
Located off Royal Parade in Parkville, The University of Melbourne’s 
System Garden dates back to 1856, three years after the founding 
of the University.  Renowned as an area of inspiration and beauty 
where the public are able to learn more about plant relationships. 
 
The System Garden was designed as a unique formal scientific, 
cultural and landscape feature rather than a recreational garden. Still 
remaining as a scientific and teaching garden the 1.5 acre site is now 
a secure public garden to be enjoyed by all.  The System Garden 
contains cultivated garden beds that represent the evolution of plants 
from the non-flowering Gymnosperms, mosses, cycads and conifers 
through to the vast flowering Angiosperms. Centrally located is the 
original and unique potting shed tower from when the garden was 
established. 
 

 
 
The System Garden's centrally located tower, illustrated above, was 
originally a potting shed to a unique octagonal glass conservatory but 
is today all that remains of the old glasshouse conservatory 
dismantled in 1916. 
 
More at:   https://sustainablecampus.unimelb.edu.au/ 
  



TREE TAGGING 
 

 
 
 
 
Tree tagging has commenced at 
Castlemaine Botanic Gardens – 
first was tree number 2 (sadly tree 
number 1 is no longer there!)   
 
Only 758 to go! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  



TOP TREE 

 
The magnificent English Oak in our Castlemaine Botanic Gardens 
has been voted the National Trust's "2021 Victorian Tree of the 
Year"  
 
The English Oak was clear winner out of the 9 trees nominated for 
the honour, scoring 625 votes out of a total of 1,590 votes cast on the 
National Trust’s Facebook page by close of voting on 2 May. 

 
This tree is one of the largest (at 22 metres tall) and oldest known 
English Oaks in Victoria, and the oldest tree in the Castlemaine 
Botanic Gardens.  It was planted in 1863 to celebrate the marriage of 
the Prince and Princess of Wales.  A landmark within the gardens, 
this tree shades the BBQ and playground area and is well loved by 
the community. 
 

 
 English Oak (Quercus robur) Castlemaine Botanical Gardens  



APRIL GENERAL MEETING  

 
DATE: Tuesday 27 April 2021 @ 7.30 pm 

 

VENUE: Wesley Hill Hall, Duke Street, Castlemaine 

 
1. Welcome: Club President, Alan Isaacs welcomed everyone to 

the meeting including new members and visitors. 
 
2. Present:  Elizabeth & John Barnier, Julian Bidstrup, Edward 

Golling, James & Tanya Grant, Virginia Greenwood, Judy & 
Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs, Lissa McilDowney, John MacIntyre, 
Alison  McMillan, Barbara Maund, Peggy Munro, Jenny Nuske, 
Jenny Read, Ann & Gabe Roman, Gordon Sanson, Pam 
Shuttleworth, Sue Spacey, Heather Spicer, Maxine Tester, 
Hilary Tovey, Lynda Vorchheimer, Julie-Ann & Neil Webster, 
Jo Welsh 

 
3. Apologies: Sue Albert, Marion Downe, Pam Isaacs, Donna 

Kersberger, Judy Uren 
 
4. Visitors: Asha Bannon, Landcare Facilitator, Connecting 

Country and Celeste Laker 
 
5. Correspondence 

a. Maldon Garden Club newsletter 
b. Maryborough Garden Club newsletter 
c. RHSV Autumn Gardeners’ Gazette 
d. Bendigo Bank Statement 
e. Email from Neil Webster 

 
6. Treasurers Report: as printed in April MULCH 
 
7. General Business 

a. Plant stall/Garden market survey: Alan advised that a 
survey designed to gather information from members 
about whether a garden market or plant stall should be 
held later in the year is being developed and will be 
circulated next month. 
 



b. Potting up morning, Wednesday 28 April: Judy Hopley 
confirmed that the potting up of plants for a garden 
market or plant stall will be held on       28 April at Edward 
Golling’s home, 244 Barker Street, Castlemaine. Edward 
advised those attending to drop off pots, plants etc. then 
park their cars in nearby Halford Street. 
 

c. Tagging trees Castlemaine Botanical Gardens: Philip 
Hopley advised that tagging trees with numbers in the 
CBG will commence on 28 April when he will team up 
with Gill Miller, CBG gardener, to begin the project.  As 
there are 800 plus trees to be tagged this will be an 
ongoing activity.  Philip will advise those club members 
willing to assist after initially ascertaining how many trees 
can be tagged in the time allocated i.e. approx. two hours. 
 

d. Committee and support positions: Alan advised that the 
two year terms for the President and Secretary will expire 
at the July AGM and called for members to consider 
nominating for these positions and also for newer 
members to think about joining the committee. 
 

e. RHSV Hanging Basket competition 2022: Judy drew 
attention to the item in April MULCH about expressions 
of interest in entering a basket in the 2022 competition 
and asked members to contact her if they would like to 
be involved. 
 

f. Email from club member, Neil Webster:  Alan thanked 
Neil for his comments on the use of club funds, in 
particular, separating from general income the funds that 
members have agreed to donate to the CBG for tree 
labels. Issues raised by Neil will be discussed at the May 
committee meeting. 

 
8. Other Business 

a. Flowers sent to Jean Lorenz:  Judy advised that Life 
Member of the Club, Jean Lorenz, is now home after a 
lengthy stay in hospital.  On behalf of the members, 
flowers and a card have been sent to Jean  

 



9. Show and Tell and Trading Table: No items for Show and 
Tell.  Heather advised that there were plants and edibles 
available for purchase at very low prices at the Trading 
Table. 

 
10. Meeting closed: 7.45 pm. 
 
 

 ◄███▓▓░▓▓███► 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
 

DATE: Tuesday 11 May at 2.00pm 
 

VENUE: Judt Hopley’s home, Church Street, Maldon 
 
Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, Tanya Grant, Jo Welsh, 

Peggy Munro, John Barnier, Judi Kent, John MacIntyre 
Apologies:  Nil 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 

 
a. Tagging of trees, Castlemaine Botanic Gardens: Alan and Philip 

met with the Head Gardener and Philip, working with Gill Miller, 
has begun tagging trees. Philip reported that it was really only a 
one-person operation, under Gill’s guidance, and that he was 
happy to continue with this activity on a weekly basis until all 
trees are tagged. The names of the trees corresponding with the 
tag number will eventually be available to the public via an online 
database. 

 
b. Potting up morning 28 April: A successful potting up morning was 

held. Thanks to those members who came along and helped and 
thanks to Edward for making his home available and for the 
delicious morning tea. 

 
c. 2021 garden market/plant stall survey: Jo, Alan 

Jo circulated a draft survey for discussion. It was agreed that it 
could be reduced to an explanatory page followed by the survey. 
John Barnier agreed to revise and circulate to the committee for 
final approval at the June committee meeting. The survey will 
then be emailed to garden club members, distributed with print 
copies of MULCH and be available in print form at the June 
general meeting. Members will be requested to complete the 
survey by the end of June in order that the results can be collated 
and discussed at the July committee meeting. Alan thanked Jo 
for preparing the draft. 
Action: John Barnier 

 
d.  Committee and support positions: Judy advised that two-year 

terms for the roles of President, Secretary and Treasurer had 
been approved by the membership at an AGM in 2010. It was 



noted that John MacIntyre is in his third consecutive year as 
Treasurer. The committee discussed the issue of two-year terms 
for executive members of the committee and agreed that as it is 
often difficult to find members willing to undertake these roles an 
amendment should be put to members at the 2021 AGM allowing 
four-year terms. 
Action: Judy 

 
e.  Use of funds: Issues raised in email from Neil Webster. The 

committee noted the issues raised in the email. 
 

The committee agreed with Neil’s advice that the funds 
remaining from the donation for tree tags and labels for the 
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, should be put aside. John has 
setup a balance payable account versus the outstanding funds 
committed to the CBG. This amount, $4,649, has been recorded 
as an expense on 1 April 2021 and, thus, more correctly reflects 
the Club’s financial position. 

 
Discussion took place in regard to Neil’s suggestion that no 
further donations be considered until the Club sets a budget for 
2022. His advice that the Club should hold a minimum of 18 
months funds at all times was also discussed.  

 
Neil’s comment that donations may be limited under the 
Constitution to like organisations e.g. garden club/society was 
discussed with Alan noting the following from the Consumer 
Affairs Victoria Model Rules under which the Club operates: 

 
With regard to expenditure of funds, Part 2 (item 5 (1)) of the 
Rules states:  

'Subject to the Act, the Association has power to do all things 
incidental or conducive to achieve its purposes.' 
 

This is taken to mean that Club expenditure should only be for 
the purposes of the Club, i.e. related to gardens and gardening. 
Also discussed was that a motion be put to Club members before 
any further donations were made. The committee noted that this 
was usual practice. 
Action: Alan to write to Neil thanking him for his comments 
and summarising the committee’s response to his email 

 



2. Correspondence 
In:  
Email from Club member, Neil Webster 
Bendigo Bank statement 
Maldon and Maryborough Garden Club newsletters. 
 
Judy noted that other Garden Club newsletters often include tips 
about what to do in the garden at particular times of the year. It was 
agreed that John Barnier place an item in May MULCH asking for a 
club member to prepare this type of item. Alan will also mention at 
the next general meeting. 
Action: John Barnier, Alan 
 
3. Treasurer’s report: Noted. See also 1(e} above. 
 
4. General business 

 
a. Compliance with Consumer Affairs Victoria Model Rules. 

Judy advised that there are some areas in regard to membership 
lists and applications for membership that need to be observed. 
Maxine is creating a Register of Members that provides the date 
the member joined and the date they ceased to be a member.  
 
The Membership application form needs to be amended to 
include a space for a signature. Wording also needs to be 
included to indicate to new applicants that the Club operates 
under the Model Rules of Consumer Affairs Victoria, Section 9 
being relevant to new members. It was agreed that the 
membership form be amended. 
Action: Judy to liaise with Maxine 

 
Applications for membership need to be considered and 
confirmed by the committee. The committee discussed this 
requirement and agreed that “New member applications” should 
be a standing item on committee meeting agendas.  

 
The committee approved and welcomed the following new 
members to the Club: Susan Becchio, Julian Bidstrup, Erika 
Calitz, Sue Cardwell, Judy Coram, Alison Cunningham (re-
joined), Lyn Ellery, Rena Geroe, Richard Grant, Virginia 
Greenwood, Mary Kennedy, Donna Kersbergen, Christine King, 
John Lewis, Jill McFarland, Leah McKay, Catherine Miller, Marie 



Molan, Roseanne Nettleton, Ava and Feargus Niall, Pam 
Shuttleworth, Hilary Tovey, Lynda Vorchheimer, Robyn Walton. 

 
b. Advertisement in 2021 Festival of Gardens booklet.  

John MacIntyre has received a request from the organisers of 
the 2021 Festival of Gardens for the Club’s support of the event 
by placing an advertisement for the Garden Market in the FoG 
booklet. The deal remains the same as last year — a discounted 
Covid rate. 
 
Given that the results of the survey about garden market/plant 
stall will not be available until July it was agreed that John contact 
FoG to ascertain the closing date for an advertisement  
Action: John MacIntyre 

 
5. Other business 

 

Visit to Systems Garden, University of Melbourne, Wednesday 
26 May - Jo advised that she has booked a guided tour of the 
garden for those wishing to attend. Travel by train to Southern 
Cross with taxi share to the Garden. The tour is scheduled to 
commence at 10.30 am and will last for approximately one hour. 
Action: John to publicise in MULCH. Jo will prepare a sign-
up sheet for the May general meeting. 

 
6. Next meeting:  

 
Tuesday, 8 June, 2.30 pm at Jo Welsh’s home, Castlemaine. 

 
 
 

 
  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Further to a suggestion from Neil Webster we have set up a Balance 
Sheet payable account versus the outstanding funds committed to 
the Castlemaine Botanic gardens.  The Club committed $5,000 to the 
Gardens for labelling trees prior to the break for COVID, At this time 
we have only spent $351 for Numbers to be attached to trees of 
interest.  This leaves a balance of $4649 to be spent on the labels 
when format / content is agreed with the Gardens. 
 
This has been recorded as expense on 1 April 2021 and will show as 
a payable in the Balance Sheet which is displayed below.  
 
The reports will now more correctly reflect the financial position of the 
Club:  
 
Assets $7,754.49 less Liabilities $4,649.00 to give a net position of 
$3,749.34.  
 
There has also been a forecast of recurring expenses for each year. 
This broadly totals $2,500 – with some buffer. This highlights that the 
Club does not cover expenses solely through the membership fees – 
the Garden Market / Plant sale provides the additional income to run 
at a profit which enables Donations to causes related to Gardening. 
To that end we will not commit to any further donations in 2021 – until 
after the next Garden Market / Plant sale. 
 
Cash at April meeting ($): 

Raffle   34 
Plant sales  24 (sold after the market) 
Trading table 6.5 
Membership  20 

The Bank Balance at end April was $7,684.99 
 

 



 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 
 
 

  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card 

for identification  

 

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

  

► PETstock Castlemaine 

5% off garden related products – eg. straw 

 
 

[PLEASE NOTE: All discount providers have been notified 
to honour 2020 Membership Cards until February 2022]  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

Tuesday 25 May 2021 
Wesley Hill Hall 

7 for 7.30 pm 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

8th June 2021 
Venue: TBA 

 
The Castlemaine & District 

Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 
per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 
 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

 

New members very welcome 

To
  


