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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Greetings from Elphinstone Hill. 
 
Last month I mentioned that a garden is not static and over time we 
can remove trees etc.  Recently the wind and rain have conspired to 
do some tree removal without our involvement.  On our return from 
an overnight stay in Melbourne recently, we found our Silver Princess 
eucalypt fallen over at the front of the house.  This had happened 
once before, and it was being held up by star pickets and ropes.  But 
the ropes were broken and the roots damaged, so out it comes.  We 
think a crepe myrtle would make a good replacement.  Also uprooted 
was another eucalypt, always growing at a great angle and so always 
at risk of falling.  It will provide a winter’s worth of firewood in a couple 
of years.  No replacement is needed. 
 
In last month’s Mulch, Barbara Maund quoted William Lawson’s 
comment about gardening:   
 

“The principal end is the honest delight of one wearied with 
the works of his lawful calling.” 

 
Barbara then wrote:  
 

“When I read this I was reminded of a pruning session at our 
President’s orchard. Maybe he has a comment?” 

 
The first thing that comes to mind regarding gardening work is the 
myth of Sysiphus, a figure from Greek mythology who was given the 
punishment of forever rolling a boulder up a hill in the depths of 
Hades.  Once struggled to the top, the boulder would immediately roll 
down again. 
 
Many everyday tasks in our lives are Sisiphean – dusting, 
vacuuming, lawnmowing, weeding, etc. There are only momentary 
gains before we must begin again. But there is “honest delight” in 
seeing the house clean and tidy, or a mowed lawn or a weeded 
garden bed, even if only temporarily. 
 
When it comes to pruning fruit trees, things are somewhat different. 
The time-frame related to trees is much longer; pruning cuts don’t 



soon disappear but rather slowly lead to changes in the growth of the 
tree. Now we face a different challenge because we don’t have 
instant feedback of the result – we can see the pruned tree but not 
yet the intended long-term result. 
 
I do get joy and delight from our garden, looking at it and walking 
around in it, especially when it is lush and green.  I get delight 
harvesting veggies and fruit, especially knowing they are completely 
fresh, uncontaminated and bursting with life.  I do get satisfaction 
from the result of other garden work – the pruned trees, the rich 
compost, the renovated veggie beds, the automated irrigation, the 
new plantings. 
 
If you are a gardener who finds joy and delight in your everyday 
gardening, you are blessed.  For me, the main reality is a never-
ending list of jobs to be done. 
 
Perhaps members would like to contribute their own ideas or 
response in next month’s Mulch. 
 
At the February committee meeting I was handed the Summer 2020 
copy of the Gardener’s Gazette, the magazine of the Royal 
Horticultural Society of Victoria (RHSV).  I think it is the first time I 
have really read through a copy, and it is packed with interesting and 
useful information.  The RHSV website (http://www.rhsv.org.au ) is 
also a valuable resource, and they have recently started on 
Facebook ( https://www.facebook.com/royalhortsocvic ).  Our 
secretary normally brings our copy of the gazette to the general 
meeting after it is received, so do have a look at it.  The Club also 
subscribes to NZ Gardener magazine, which we gift to the 
Castlemaine library.  You can find it there in the magazine collection. 
 
Our February meeting will be our first face-to-face meeting for almost 
a year, and we really encourage members to attend.  We will be 
following all COVID-19 safe protocols, so there will be some 
differences, including the seating being well separated and the need 
to wear a mask.  There is also going to be a special surprise, of 
interest to all, at the conclusion of our general meeting!  Please come 
along. 
 
Until next time, 
Alan Isaacs.   



THE MONTH THAT WAS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A select group of 
Members and guests 
enjoying a pleasant 
picnic dinner get-
together at the 
Castlemaine Botanical 
Gardens from 7pm on 
Tuesday 26 January 
2021. 

 

 

 
 

  



SCENEAROUND                     Peggy Munro 

B 
 
 
 
is for Amaryllis BELLADONNA.  They are flowering 
everywhere; gossiping on corners, along fence lines, in 

bare paddocks, as simple as specimens on their own, being snooty.  
And in clumps in all sorts of places in lots and lots of gardens.   
 
I often wondered what caused them to flower: was it the shortening 
of the day-light hours or seasonal rain or something else altogether. 
I think I am convinced it is the rain that triggers their flowering.  They 
are autumn specimens and, on most occasions, do their glory bit in 
March.  Looking back through my records, I have them flowering on 
March 22nd.  This year “al Nina” has brought rain in different spurts 
much earlier than our usual first autumn rains.  There have been 
wonderful rains very much appreciated and the flowering of the 
belladonnas NOW is wonderful!  I guess that many of our plants, 
flowers and fruits are a bit confused… 
 
My dictionary of “Garden Plants from the Royal Horticultural 
Society” gives this information about the Belladonna: 
 

From South Africa, a bulb that flowers in autumn with the 
flower appearing before the foliage.  Plant the bulb with 
the neck exposed in the warmest spot, against a wall and 
allow it to become as dry as possible after the leaves have 
dried down. 

 

 

So we can understand why they do 
so well in our climate’s weather!  
 
There are various shades of pink, 
some say a red and I know of a white 
called “Hathor” which is very 
beautiful.  I’m trying to remember 
their scent, and can’t go out to test for 
some scent as it is actually raining!  
Hooray!  
 
Some years ago Marion Jo and I 
went to a garden in Chewton where  



the owner was pulling out hundreds of the belladonnas crowding their 
garden.  We brought a trailer load home to my place and put the bulbs 
three and four and five to a pot with a little soil and placed them in my 
yard for the bulbs to settle.  Settle they have and this year they have 
started to flower.  If any garden club members would like a pot or two, 
please see me at our February meeting and arrange with me to come 
and collect some. 
 
Everywhere in the town the trees are looking in really good condition.  
Newly planted ones are doing very well and the rain and not too much 
heat has been just right to settle all into their places.  I pruned my 
little variegated Kumquat and it is doing well.  It is in a pot so was 
very easy to shape after a not so wonderful last winter.  The frost got 
it and spoilt some branches.  There are nice new trees along Forest 
Street but Castlemaine could always have more.  Many of our street 
trees are getting older and there should be some thinking about 
replacement.  I pass a very red, colourful crepe myrtle near the creek, 
near the gardens, that for many years looked lopsided and scruffy 
and a bit weird.  Over the last couple of seasons someone has been 
pruning it and lifting and pruning off all the lower branches and 
shaping the top to be very presentable indeed.  A job well done! 
 
On hot days, although my garden suffers a bit, it still doesn’t get 
watered.  But the bird baths get refilled regularly with fresh, cool water 
and I think the little birds are waiting there for me to do that, each and 
every time.  That I do!  I hope you all have bird baths that show that 
you care for our flying visitors. Enjoy!  
 
Happy gardening all, and keep your eyes out for our other autumn 
happenings, even though it is still summer.  
Be well, keep safe. 
PEGGY M  
 

  



CANBERRA EXHIBITION – THE BLADE 

 

THE BLADE:  
AUSTRALIA’S LOVE AFFAIR WITH LAWN 
 
Canberra Museum and Gallery 
21 November 2020 – 20 February 2021, then touring. 
 
Curated by Richard Heathcote, in conjunction with the Australian 
Garden History Society, this currently showing exhibition explores the 
history of lawn, from Indigenous land management practices through 
to modern gardening and lawn innovations 
 

 
Illustration from advertisement 

for “Budding’s Patent Grass 
Cutting Machine” c1830s 

Members, of all people, know how 
much Australians love grass…  
Colonists from mother England 
brought the status of cultivating a 
perfect lawn to Australia and it largely 
remains so to this day.  The 
commitment of time, money and focus 
is a garden priority for large numbers of 
Australians today, a far cry from the 
fire-sticks used by the first Australians 
as a grassland management tool. 

 
This exhibition charts the history, tools 
and stories behind this passion, and 
looks well worth a visit – hopefully when 
travelling later in 2021 

 
 
 
Grant Simpson, hand coloured photocopied 

print, from 1895 advertisement for 
Adie’s Lawn Edger 

 
  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 February General Meeting - Tuesday 23 February 2021 @ 
7 for 7.30 @ Wesley Hill Hall.  A Members Night – expect tall tales 
and true from some Members trawling the depths of the lockdown 
period and a Q&A forum. 
 

As always, your Committee will ensure all 
then current Covid-19 restrictions are 
implemented. 
 
Being held indoors, masks are mandatory! 
Social distancing at 1.5m will also be 
observed. 
 
Additionally, for safety, please note no 
supper will be provided at General 
Meetings until further notice.  (Please 
remember to BYO water if required!) 

 
 

 

 

Members and guests will also need to register upon entry for Covid 
tracing compliance purposes.  Check-in will be preferred via the 
Service Victoria App which Members should first download - 
available at:  
 

https://service.vic.gov.au/check-in/. 
 

…Although paper registration will also be available for those without 
smartphones 
 
 
The usual socialising opportunity will still happen, just no scones and 
teas… 
 
AND, don't forget to bring your gardening problem to be solved by 
using our fantastic, local, collective knowledge.  You could write it 
out, or approach Peggy or Jo or any committee member.  Of course, 
we can't guarantee satisfaction, but we could cover an awful lot of 
info on the way! 
  



 Plant Sale – Sunday 7 March 2021 9am-1pm @ 
Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club Carpark 

 
 

See ADVERTISING POSTER overleaf.  A low-key event for March 
this year in substitution for our cancelled 2020 BIG event, the 
ANNUAL PLANT MARKET (which is intended to be held as usual 
later in 2021!). 
 
As for plant stock, a trailer will be parked outside Jo Welsh's home, 
52 Maldon Road, McKenzie Hill (0414 284 247) on Saturday 6 
March and it would be appreciated if those who have plants could 
leave them in the trailer.  This will enable them to be taken directly to 
the stall the next morning.  Any Members with plants unable to drop 
them off into the trailer please call Judy Hopley (0425 768 559). 
 
On the day, the Committee will set up some 3-4 tables from 8am to 
be manned (personed?) by volunteer Members in blocks of one hour 
each between 9am and 1pm on the day, which coincides with the 
Artists Market on the adjoining oval, so will hopefully be reasonably 
attended. 
 
Nominated time-slots for “Volunteer” assistance will be circulated 
separately in accordance with availability preferences previously 
provided by Members (if any) 
 
 

 March General Meeting – Tuesday 23 March 2021.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
Alison Pouliot will present 
“The Allure of Fungi” 



 
          Fungi display at Prahran Market 

 
 

  Visit to Garden of St Erth, 189 Simmons Reef Road, 
Blackwood - Wednesday 24 March 2021 

 

Garden Entry fee 
$10 
 
Fork to Fork 
Café will be 
closed, but the 
Garden Shop will 
be open from 
10am to 4pm   

  



PLANT SALE 2021 

 
 

 

 
  



INTERCLUB INVITATION – 15 Novenber 2021 

 
Your Committee received this invitation earlier this month – one to 
diary ahead for – look out for further information closer to the date… 
 

 
Maldon Garden, Floral Art & Craft Club Inc 
President: Carmel 0417014763 • Secretary: Robyn 0418544966 
Email: maldongardenclub2017@gmail.com 
Mailing Address: PO Box 226, Maldon VIC 3463 
 

9th February 2021 
 

Hello Maryborough and Castlemaine fellow ‘Garden clubbers’, 
 

We would very much like to invite you to the next Interclub Day, 
as it is our turn to host this annual event. 
 

It wasn’t able to happen last year due to Covid, so we are hoping 
it will happen this year. 
 

It is to be held on Monday the 15th of November this year. 
At this stage the program is as follows:- 

• Meet at 10am at our club rooms in High St, Maldon, 
opposite the Maldon gardens and down the steps. 

• Morning tea in our rooms before car- pooling and heading 
off to the first of 2 gardens. 

• Around 12noon go back to our rooms for a delicious lunch. 

• At 1.30pm leave to visit 2/3 more gardens with afternoon 
tea at the last garden. 

 

We look forward to seeing lots of you. 
 

Obviously, we’ll just have to wait and see what happens as far as 
any restrictions go, but we are hopeful that it will go ahead. 
 

Regards, 
Carmel Naismith – President (0417 014763) 
Robyn Sturgeon – Secretary (0418 544966) 
RSVP by the 8th of November 



THREATENED PLANT INDEX 2020 

 
The first Threatened Plant Index for Australia was published on 1 
December 2020.  
 
For Victoria, the research showed an ancient landscape history with 
rich plant diversity is evident particularly in the Grampians and parts 
of the Great Dividing Range.  But we still have many species that are 
threatened. 
 
Western Australia fared particularly badly, however, with close to half 
of the threatened species of the nation (totaling some 1342 species) 
located there.   
 
Developed by the Threatened Species Recovery Hub of the 
Federal Government’s National Environmental Science Program, the 
index includes monitoring data for 112 threatened plant species from 
almost 600 sites across the country.  Significant findings include: 

 

• Of the total of 1,800 threatened living species 
identified in Australia, 77% (1342 species) are 
plants. 

 

• While Australia’s endangered mammals are 
thought to have declined by about a third in the 
past two decades, and endangered birds by one 
half, the population size of threatened plants fell 
by nearly three quarters between 1995 and 2017. 

 

• Common causes behind the unmistakable trend 
are identified as land clearing, changed fire 
regimens, grazing by livestock and feral animals, 
plant diseases, weeds, and climate change. 

 

• Some 17% of the species named in the 
Threatened Plant Index nationally are orchids 
although they comprise only 6% of Australia’s total 
plant species. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The giant Wollemi Pine 
(Wollemia nobilis) in New 
South Wales is one of nine 
threatened trees covered 
by the index. 

 
Dr Micha Jackson from the University of Queensland (co-leader of 
the project along with Dr Ayesha Tulloch from the University of 
Sydney) said that. 
 

“There are 1342 threatened plant species in Australia.  
We’ve been able to collate monitoring data on almost 10% 
of these species and it paints a worrying picture.  Overall 
threatened plants are faring badly.  We took a look at 
different plant types and found they had all suffered similar 
declines over that period, with trees, shrubs, herbs and 
orchids all declining by 65-75% on average.  These are 
averages, so within that some individual species have done 
better and others worse.   
 
We also looked at the difference that conservation 
management made for populations.  We found that plant 
populations at managed sites suffered declines of less than 
60% on average, but the declines at unmanaged sites were 



substantially higher, at around 80% on average.  This 
indicates that while conservation actions may be linked to 
reduced rates of decline, they have not been sufficient to 
reverse declines overall.   
 
That being said, the index does include a somewhat 
disproportionate amount of Australia’s most threatened 
plants – i.e. those that are listed nationally as Critically 
Endangered or Endangered – because more resources and 
monitoring effort tend to go into these highly threatened 
species.” 
 

 
 
Further information can be found at:  
https://tsx.org.au/visualising-the-index/2020-threatened-plant-index/ 
 
 
 

 
 

Silver daisy-bush (Olearia pannosa pannosa) is one of many 
South Australian species with data in the index. Image: Brent 
Miller CC BY NC ND 2.0 Flickr 

 
  



ELLERY HOUSE 
 

 
 

ELLERY HOUSE AT CASTLEMAINE HOSPITAL NEEDS YOUR 
HELP IN THE GARDEN! 
 

Long-time former Club Member, Penny Garnet, writes: 
 
I am writing to ask if there might be one or two members of the 
Castlemaine Garden Club who were able to help care for the garden 
at Ellery House? 
 
There is one lady who comes for a few hours on Wednesday 
mornings.  She has only been working for a few months (since 
Spencerly closed) and already she has made a great difference.  If 
there were one or two others who could come at that time, even 
occasionally, it would be very much appreciated by the residents, 
who are unable to do anything themselves, but really appreciate a 
well-tended garden. 
 
At the moment watering is a priority, then weeding and clipping, ready 
for some Autumn and Winter planting in the gaps. 
 
Anyone willing to volunteer should phone Ellery House and ask to 
speak to Phil Abbott, the Manager, to register with Castlemaine 
Health as an official volunteer.   
 
Ellery House phone no 5471 3651 
 

Sincerely 
Penny Garnett  



FRUIT FLY IN CASTLEMAINE! 

 
The following was posted on Facebook early February 2021 by 
Harcourt Valley Fruit Fly Action Group: 
 
In the last fortnight, 
Queensland fruit fly (QFF) 
has been found in Harcourt, 
Harcourt North, Castlemaine 
and Campbells Creek fruit. 
While fruit fly has been found 
(and contained) in these 
areas before, recent findings 
are alarming because of the 
number of sites reporting fruit 
fly. 

 

 
 

 
The mild and wet conditions are perfect for a fruit fly outbreak to 
develop into a permanent fruit fly problem.  But will still have time to 
prevent this. 
 
So how can you help? 
 
If you find any maggots in fruit from your tree, take these 4 steps: 
 
1. Take photos of the maggots and fruit, and post on Mount 

Alexander Fruit Fly for expert help to confirm the maggots are 

fruit fly (http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/fruitfly can also 

help you identify it.)  Contact Mount Alexander Shire to report 

your finding. If you live in Harcourt or close by, contact  

harcourtfruitfly@gmail.com  

 
2. Strip the tree of all fruit and clean up the ones fallen on the 

ground. Double-bag the fruit in black rubbish bags and leave in 

the sun for 7 days.  (You can also freeze or boil the fruit.) Put 

the fruit in the rubbish bin. DON’T PUT IT IN THE COMPOST! 

 
3. Buy a fruit fly monitoring trap from Mount Alexander Timber in 

Campbells Creek and other gardening stores around 

Castlemaine.  



4. Prune your fruit trees to a manageable size and net the trees 

with fruit fly net (available from most hardware or gardening 

shops). 

 
It might also be useful to know that, while we thank some bodies for 
their support along the way, there is no local government body or 
funding assigned to deal with this problem. All the work done locally 
is volunteer-led.  Our wonderful community has the chance to keep 
our fruit-growing lifestyle going – we thank you in advance for a little 
of your time. 
 
Happy fruit growing! 
Harcourt Valley Fruit Fly Action Group 
 
 
 

 
  



GARDEN TO VISIT 
 

Interested Members please take note – not a formal Club activity but 
could be worth visiting under own arrangements: 
 

 
 
 
But remember to take your mask… 
 

  



JANUARY GENERAL MEETING  

 
Not held, although Members attending with their guests did enjoy a 
convivial picnic get-together in the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 
on 26 January as noted earlier in this issue. 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
 

DATE: Tuesday 9 February at 2.30pm 
 

VENUE: Judy Hopley’s home, Maldon 
 

Present:  Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, John Barnier, 
Tanya Grant, Judi Kent, Jo Welsh, Philip Hopley 
Apologies: Peggy Munro, John Barnier 
 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 
 

a. Plant stall:  
Castlemaine Tennis Club have approved the use of an 

area towards the rear of the tennis courts for the plant 

stall.  The committee agreed that this would not be a 

viable place for the stall as it was too far from the road and 

potential foot traffic from the Artists market.  Alan to 

contact Tennis Club President to request use of the car 

park area closer to the road.   

Action: Alan 

 

Judy advised that a few club members had indicated their 

willingness to be rostered for the stall.  She will do a roster 

closer to the event.  

Action: Judy 

 

Club members who have advised that they have plants for 

the stall to be contacted by Judy and advised that plants 

can be left in the trailer that will be parked outside Jo’s 

home in Castlemaine on Saturday 6 March.  Those who 

are unable to leave their contributions in the trailer will be 



asked to contact Judy to arrange pickup.  Item about this 

to be placed in February MULCH and mentioned at the 

February general meeting.   

Action: Judy, Jo, Tanya and John Barnier 

 

Alan and Philip to meet at the site in the next few days to 

discuss setup.  The day before the market Alan and Philip 

will stake out the area we will be using.  Alan will also 

prepare a check list for the event.   

Action: Alan and Philip 

 

Judi Kent will ask Dennis to deliver tables and the gazebo 

to the site by 8.00 am on the day.   

Action: Judi 

 

John MacIntyre will arrange for the hire of an EFTPOS 

machine and will also provide a cash box.   

Action: John MacIntyre 

 

Publicity:  Jo suggested that we provide leaflets about 

the plant stall for garden club members to hand out on the 

day to patrons attending the Artists and Farmers markets.   

Action: Jo to liaise with Alan 

 

Posters – John Barnier to liaise with Alan.   

Action: John Barnier and Alan 

 

John MacIntyre will post an item to the Club’s Facebook 

page and also notify the local gardening radio program, 

Dig It.   

Action: John MacIntyre 

 

Hand sanitiser to be available.   

Action: Alan 

 

b. Events calendar 2021 

 

There have been a few changes to the 2021 calendar 

already distributed to members.  Judy has prepared a new 



draft showing that Millie Ross from the ABC Gardening 

Show will be the guest speaker at the June meeting, 

leaving April and July without a speaker. Tanya agreed to 

contact the Melton Botanic Gardens volunteer coordinator 

to ascertain if he would be willing to speak to us either in 

April or July with a return visit to the gardens to be 

organised the day after the talk.   

Action: Tanya to contact Volunteer coordinator 

 

Alison Pouliot has agreed to talk to the club about fungi in 

March.  The committee decided that due to Covid 

restrictions on the number of people that can be in the hall, 

this would not be a public event. 

 

When the calendar is finalised, a revised version will be 

emailed to members.  

Action: Judy  

  

2.   Correspondence 

a.  Bendigo Bank Statement 

b.  Email from Penny Garnett re garden volunteers for Ellery 

House.  Item to be placed in February MULCH and Judy 

to mention at the general meeting.   

Action: John Barnier and Judy 

c.  Email from RHSV with attachment from Trident Insurance 

Group re Covid-19 insurance.  This matter was noted and 

it was agreed that all events held by the Club would 

comply with the Covid-19 restrictions/practice in place at 

the time. 

 

3. Treasurer’s report: Received. 

 

John MacIntyre circulated a summary of the Club’s typical 

recurrent expenditure to committee members.  It was noted 

that such expenditure amounts to approximately $2000 pa.  

Alan thanked John for preparing this information that will be 

useful, particularly in 2021, when existing memberships will 

carry over from 2020 thus providing little income from this 

source. 



4. General business: 

a. Compliance with Covid-19 restrictions and insurance.   

The Victorian Government QR code for use by the Club at 

Wesley Hill Hall has been setup and three laminated 

sheets with the QR code have been prepared. Philip 

Hopley and John MacIntyre will be available to assist 

members to use the check-in system as they arrive at the 

hall.  Sign-in attendance sheets will also be available.   

Action: John MacIntyre, Philip Hopley and Judy 

   

John Barnier to provide information in February MULCH 

advising members to download the Service Victoria 

application to their mobile phone.  Members will also be 

advised that if they don’t have mobile phone they can still 

attend and sign-in on the printed attendance sheet.   

Action: John Barnier 

 

Hand sanitiser to be purchased and also spray form of 

disinfectant to use on tables and chairs.  Judy to 

purchase.   

Action: Judy 

 

The hall will be set up with chairs placed to allow 1.5 

square metres space between those seated.  Meet and 

Greet and Trading tables will be located at the rear of the 

hall to allow plenty of space as members arrive.  

Action: Philip, Judy and other committee members 

 

Members to be advised via February MULCH that not only 

must they carry a face mask but also that they must wear 

it whilst in the hall.  Members also to be reminded that 

social distancing of 1.5 metres is required. Action: John 

Barnier 

 

Jo suggested that only four members, including herself, 

be in the kitchen during supper time.  These volunteers to 

serve members with supper via the kitchen hatch and to 

wash up and leave kitchen disinfected.  

Action: Jo 



 

b. February general meeting is a member’s night with a short 

meeting followed by presentations by two club members 

and a Q&A session. 

 

c. Garden market – radio broadcast request.  Lou Lorback, 
club member and a host of the gardening radio program 
Dig It, has asked if an outside broadcast could be setup 
by MAINfm at the 2021 garden market.  Stall holders and 
patrons would be interviewed live.  The committee agreed 
that this would be a good way to publicise the club and the 
market.          
Action: Alan to advise Lou that the club is happy to 
accept this proposal 

 
d. Tagging trees in the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens.  Philip 

advised that this project will commence once summer is 
over and Gill Miller contacts him about the process.  It was 
agreed that if Philip hasn’t heard from Gill soon that he 
contact her again.  It was also agreed that the item be 
placed on the February general meeting agenda. 
Action: Philip and Judy 

 
e. Membership 

Membership Officer, Maxine Tester, has advised those 
businesses providing discounts to members that the 2020 
membership card will now expire in February 2022. 
Action: John Barnier and Judy Hopley 

 
5. Other business 

a. Support for Gippsland Fire victims – to be discussed at 
future meeting. 

 
6. Next meeting: Tuesday 9 March 

 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
January was a quiet month for the accounts – with one new member. 
Normally we would collect membership fees at this time but allowing 
for the COVID scenario the Committee decided to extend 2020 
memberships to cover 2021.   
 
We are also down on projected income that would have flowed from 
the 2020 Garden Market which was cancelled.  Allowing for that – the 
Club is still in a strong financial position; the Bank balance at end 
January 2021 was $6,869.23 which provides a buffer for 2021 
expenses.  
 

 
 
 

 
  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card 

for identification  

 

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

  

► PETstock Castlemaine 

5% off garden related products – eg. straw 

 
 

[PLEASE NOTE: All discount providers have been notified 
to honour 2020 Membership Cards until February 2022]  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

Tuesday 23 February 2021 
Wesley Hill Hall 

7 for 7.30 pm 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

9th March 2021 
Venue: TBA 

 
The Castlemaine & District 

Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 
per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 
 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

 

New members very welcome 

To
  


