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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

From Member Barbara Maund on 7 December 2020: 
 

From One Garden by D H Moutray Read [British author and 
horticulturist 1870-1947 – Ed] published 1923: 
 

“William Lawson wrote in A New Orchard And Garden a mere two 
hundred years or so [ago]: “The principal end is the honest delight 
of one wearied with the works of his lawful calling”  “ 

 

When I read this I was reminded of a pruning session at our 
President’s orchard.  Maybe he has a comment?                         B.M.  



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Greetings from not-so-sunny Queensland – the weather in South-
East Queensland for the past week has been cloudy, cool and 
showery, with temperatures ranging from around 12 in the mornings 
to the low 20’s during the day. The same applies to the forecast for 
the next few days. 
 
Pam and I drove up to Queensland to spend time with friends and 
colleagues on a beautiful farm property in a valley near the Main 
Range, thirty minutes’ drive from Warwick. We set off today on the 
two-day return trip, and look forward to seeing our garden and 
watering our thirsty plants. 
 
Regarding our garden, given our experience to date, I was thinking 
about how we might have better gone about its development. Here 
are the main points: 
 

1. More research and planning – we accepted trees from our 
neighbour and planted others without a great deal of thought 
or planning. Far better to research, plan and consider before 
planting any trees. 
 

2. Prepare the soil – the soil on our property varies from rich, 
excellent topsoil to dry, nutrient-deficient earth. Where we 
planted on the latter, ripping the earth deeply along the 
contour of the plantings and enriching the soil where 
appropriate might have accelerated the trees’ growth. Some 
are still struggling to ‘take off’ after nine years. 
 

3. Espalier fruit trees – our orchard area has been successful, 
but it is difficult to net trees and extra work to mow around 
them. If planted in rows against wires strung between posts, 
and pruned to be espaliered along the wires, there are 
significant advantages. Irrigation polypipe can be run, raised, 
along the line of plantings, out of the way of mowers and 
brushcutters. Nets can very easily be put over each run of 
trees, and mowing and weeding is easier without the danger 
of damaging polypipe. Picking fruit is also easier – trees are 
not growing tall.  



4. Build veggie beds two sleepers high – as I previously 
wrote, I have been renovating the veggie beds, making them 
two sleepers high rather than one. This gives room for adding 
soil, manure and compost and allows them to be dug in 
without spilling over the sides. 
 

5. Put in barriers to keep kikuyu grass out of garden beds – 
this can be plastic or metal buried along the front of the beds, 
or even an air gap dug along. Without this the garden beds 
are soon overrun. 

 
Having said all the above, a garden is an evolving project. Plants, 
including trees, can be removed and replaced, structures built, new 
garden beds developed. There is also the role of intuition (which Pam 
is much blessed with) and the appeal of favourites – trees, shrubs 
and other plants that have a special place in one’s heart, even going 
back to childhood memories. Our garden is lovely, the fruit trees are 
(more-or-less) manageable, the trees planted in poor soil are starting 
to grow more, and sooner or later the kikuyu grass will be dealt with. 
 
Assuming there are no further lockdowns or delays and we are back 
by then, I look forward to seeing members for our dinner get-together 
in the botanic gardens on Tuesday 26th, which also happens to be 
Australia Day. If you are able to keep potted plants alive, we are still 
intending to hold a plant sale in March. 
 
Until next time, 
Alan Isaacs. 
 

 
  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 

 
AT LAST! – Something to report!! 
 
 

 
Members and guests enjoyed a Late Afternoon Picnic to celebrate 
the FESTIVE SEASON as the Club’s Annual Christmas Get-
Together for 2020 in the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens from 5.30pm 

on Tuesday 24 November 2020. 
 
Sadly, your Editor was remiss in not recording the festivities in 
photographic form on the day (possibly a blessing for some Members 
who will not be named…), but a return attendance early the next 
morning to “the scene of the crime” suggested a good time was 
apparently enjoyed by all…: 

 

 
  



SCENEAROUND                    Peggy Munro 

A is for Agapanthus.  Let me elaborate: plants from the genus 

Liliaceae, of which there are many different forms and sizes in 
colours of blue and white.  They are grown in clumps and along the 
garden edges, and on the road verge and as a special focus plant 
in many spaces.   
 
Here in Castlemaine we see them in all those places.  But never 
have I seen them as feral, growing in the bush, most fortunately.  
The ones I notice most are the slightly darker clump just inside and 
to the right of the main gates of our Botanical Gardens.  Along 
Burnett Road there are some fine examples and I grow a couple of 
different sorts in my space.  I used to have a very dark, dark almost 
purple one that I think was called “Pharaoh” but I think as it was 
growing in the lowest part of my garden it suffers from frost and often 
doesn’t flower for me.  (The plant is still there but nothing much 
happens, just a few leaves that are not great.)  That’s not surprising 
because these plants come originally from Egypt/Africa.  They are 
really suited to our warm/hot summers but sometimes the too-cold 
frosts get them.  Another unusual one that was given to me is a 
deciduous one that does not do so well either.  Jo Welsh has a 
wonderful clump of a much smaller variety of a lovely pale blue 
growing right on the edge of the drive in her front garden.   
 

Those old original ones are so 
reliable that anyone can grow 
them.  One patch near my 
dam has been there for about 
30 years and I have not had to 
worry about them ever.  Never 
watered, never weeded, never 
fussed.  But some gardeners 
are keen to get rid of them, 
which can be a big problem.  If 
you are trying to remove an 
old clump you might almost 
need a bulldozer!  Look for 
them around town and public 
places – a great plant for the 
right place. 

 



In our Botanical Gardens there are more interesting plants newly 
planted around the lake.  It is worthwhile having a close look to see 
what makes such an interesting addition to our gardens.  They are 
not all the way around, which would be terribly boring, but in nicely 
spaced out, different sized groups.  A well-managed addition to the 
lake!   
 
Our Garden Club project to help with the naming of the trees there 
is on hold until staff and COVID are able to allow suitable conditions 
for the conclusion of this effort.  Notice that all the trees are in such 
great condition after the wonderful early spring rains.  They are such 
a wonderful contribution to our spaces.  Everyone should try to plant 
more trees to help with our changing climate.  If you have trees in 
your garden, you will notice the cooling effect, something that helps 
us all. 

Have you noticed another A plant that has been added to some of 

the smaller roundabouts in our town.  These are a lovely soft green 
fawn and look splendid with a few clumps of, I guess, a native grass 
to add further interest.  Has anyone noticed how the ones along the 
back of the Market Building car park are looking this year?  They 
were all the same except the last, or first, clump.  I wonder did they 
just run out of plants and had to make do!  Are they doing well?  Do 
you recognise the name Anigozanthos? They are our native 
Kangaroo Paws and they do look absolutely marvellous.  
 

 
 
How many A plants in your garden?  
 
Keep gardening, be safe, be well.  
PEGGY M  



SUMMER 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THIS SUMMER DAY by Barbara Crooker (USA) 
 

Published in Small Rain (Purple Flag Press, 2014) 
 
 

That sprinkler is at it again, 

hissing and spitting its arc 

of silver, and the parched 

lawn is tickled green. The air 

hums with the busy traffic 

of butterflies and bees, 

who navigate without lane 

markers, stop signs, directional 

signals. One of my friends 

says we’re now in the shady 

side of the garden, having moved 

past pollination, fruition, 



and all that bee-buzzed jazz, 

into our autumn days. But I say wait. 

It’s still summer, and the breeze is full 

of sweetness spilled from a million petals; 

it wraps around your arms, lifts the hair 

from the back of your neck.  

The salvia, coreopsis, roses 

have set the borders on fire, 

and the peaches waiting to be picked 

are heavy with juice. We are still ripening 

into our bodies, still in the act of becoming. 

Rejoice in the day’s long sugar. 

Praise that big fat tomato of a sun. 

 

 
 

Open for discussion…  Is this the most evocative poem ever of the 
lazy delights of the summer garden?  Does the North American 
context reflect our Australian experience? 
 
Monet famously said that gardening and painting were the only 
things he knew how to do; change that to gardening and writing, and 
that describes Barbara Crooker.  Barbara Crooker is a poetry editor 
for Italian-Americana, and author of twelve chapbooks and nine full-
length books of poetry.  She has received many awards for her 
writing, and Barbara’s work has appeared in a variety of literary 
journals and anthologies.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
HOORAY! – We can now return to (Covid)normal! 
 

 January General Meeting - Tuesday 26 January 2021.  This 
will take the form of a picnic meeting in the Castlemaine Botanic 
Gardens at the Garden Pavilion near the children’s playground from 
7pm on Tuesday 26 January 2021 [AUSTRALIA DAY]. 
 
BYO food (BBQ or otherwise!) & beverage – for ones-self please 
(shared platters not being allowed in this Covid aftermath).  
Pyromaniacs please note there are BBQs nearby.  Please also bring 
a chair (we may overload the system if all turn up) and a mask (not 
required wearing outdoors but compulsory to carry at the time of 
writing). 

 
 

 February General Meeting - Tuesday 23 February 2021 @ 7 
for 7.30 @ Wesley Hill Hall.  A Members Night – expect tall tales 
and true from some Members trawling the depths of the lockdown 
period and a Q&A forum. 
 

Being held indoors, Members and guests 
will need to register upon entry for Covid 
tracing compliance purposes.   
 
Check-in will be via the Service Victoria 
App which Members must first download - 
available at:  
 

https://service.vic.gov.au/check-in/. 
 

 

 
  



 Plant Sale – Sunday 7 March 2021 9am-1pm @ Castlemaine 
Lawn Tennis Club Carpark 

 
 

This low-key event is in substitution for our usual BIG event, the 
ANNUAL PLANT MARKET, which was abandoned for 2020 for 
obvious reasons…   
 
The Committee will set up some 3-4 tables from 8am and is calling 
for volunteers to man (person?) the stall for blocks of one hour each 
between 9am and 1pm on the day, which coincides with the Artists 
Market on the adjoining oval, so will hopefully be reasonably 
attended. 
 
Please send availability preferences to Club Secretary – Judy Hopley 
- judyandphilip@gmail.com 
 
 

 Alison Pouliot will present “The Allure of Fungi” at the General 
meeting on 23 March 2021.   
 
To go on with, Alison has kindly provided a link to “a little fungal 
reflection I just completed for your interest” accessible at:  
 

https://vimeo.com/496604883 

 

  



2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Your President and Committee are delighted to provide attached to 
this edition of MULCH the proposed Annual Program for 2021 – all 
listings, however, being subject to any unforeseen future Covid 
restrictions(!)  

 
 
In order to achieve timely information about current restrictions ahead 
of resumption of General Meetings in person at Wesley Hill Hall, 
Members are requested to download and install the COVIDsafe App 
– more information here: 
 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app 
 
and don’t forget - for check-in, the Service Victoria App available 
at:  
 

https://service.vic.gov.au/check-in/. 

 

  



MEMBERSHIP 
 

Club Membership Subscription fees for the forthcoming year 
usually fall due in January. 
 

BUT, please note by earlier Committee Covid-induced 

resolution, your Committee has agreed to “extend” all 2020 
Membership payments until end of 2021! 
 
That means a free ride for the whole of 2021! 
 

 
 

In order to save on extra printing costs in these circumstances, 
no new Membership Cards will be produced, so Members are 
asked tio please simply alter in hand the relevant dats on their 
2020 cards to accommodate the new expiry of end-2021. 
 

  



NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING  

 
Not held 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  

 
DATE: Tuesday 12 January 2021 at 2.00pm 
 
VENUE: via Zoom 
 
Present: Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, John Barnier, Tanya Grant, 
Judi Kent, Jo Welsh, Peggy Munro 
Apologies: Alan Isaacs 
 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 
 
a. Plant sale: Alan has written to the Castlemaine Tennis 

Club requesting permission to use part of their carpark on 

Sunday 7 March for our plant sale and has received a 

reply that this will be okay.   

It was agreed to include an item about the sale in the 
January edition of MULCH with members being asked to 
let Judy know if they are available to be rostered on the 
day. 

John Barnier offered to make a few posters to display at 

various locations.  Further ways of publicising the sale will 

be discussed at the February committee meeting. 

Action: John Barnier 

 

John MacIntyre will arrange to borrow a card reader from 

Bendigo Bank so that club members can avoid handling 

cash. 

Action: John MacIntyre 

 

b. Events calendar 2021: A draft calendar has been 

circulated to committee members together with a 

suggestion from a member that Millie Ross be invited to 



be a guest speaker.  Judy advised that she has sent a 

message to Millie and is waiting for a response. 

 

Judy advised that the Wesley Hill Hall has now reopened 

for hire.  The number of people allowed in the hall is still 

to be ascertained.  The kitchen will be available for use 

with the hirer being responsible for ensuring that any 

Covid-19 restrictions in place are met.  Cleaning 

equipment will be provided to wipe down benches etc. 

 

The hirer is also responsible for ensuring that anyone 

attending an event has their contact details taken.  This 

can be done either by recording each attendee on a sign-

in sheet or by asking people to check-in digitally via a 

Service Victoria application on their mobile phone.  If the 

former, 4 square metres must be allowed for each person; 

if the latter, 1.5 square metres is sufficient.  

 

Judy to setup a Victorian Government QR code for use by 

the Club at Wesley Hill Hall.  A Club member will be 

available to assist members to use this check-in system 

as they arrive at the hall.  Sign-in sheets will also be 

available. 

 

John Barnier to provide information in January and 

February editions of MULCH advising members to 

download the Service Victoria application to their mobile 

phone.  

Action: Judy and John B. 

 

It was agreed that the February meeting would be a 

Member’s Night and that John MacIntyre, Judy Hopley 

and other members on the night would give brief talks 

about how Covid-19 restrictions impacted their gardening 

activities.  It was also agreed that Jo Welsh will conduct a 

Q&A session about problems members may be 

experiencing in their gardens. 

 



Alison Pouliot has agreed to talk to the club about fungi 
in March but at this stage the committee didn’t feel it could 
make a decision about opening the meeting to the public.  
Further discussion to take place on this matter, taking into 
account Covid restrictions etc. 

 

Kevin Walsh is not available to be the guest speaker at 

the AGM in July and a speaker is also needed for the 

August meeting. 

 

Visits to the Garden of St Erth at Blackwood and the 

Melton Botanic Gardens to be included in the calendar. 

Action: Judy 

 

Judy to send draft calendar to committee members for 

comment by the end of the week.  When finalised it will be 

circulated to members with the January MULCH. 

Action: Judy 

 

 

2. Correspondence 

a. Bendigo Bank Statement 

b. RHSV Gardener’s Gazette 

c. Letter from Barbara Maund with item for MULCH 

 

3. Treasurer’s report: Received. 

 

4. General business: 

 

a. Membership 

It was agreed that current Membership Cards should be 

extended for a further year rather than being reissued for 

2021.  John Barnier to place an item in January and 

February MULCH reminding members that if they paid 

their membership last year they do not need to renew for 

2021 and should alter the expiry date of their membership 

card to February 2022. 

Action: John Barnier 

 



5. Other business 

a. Tagging trees in the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens – to be 

discussed at future meeting. 

b. Support for Gippsland Fire victims – to be discussed at 

future meeting. 

 

6. Next meeting: Tuesday 9 February at 2.00 pm at John 
Barnier’s. 

 
  ◄◙◙◙█◙◙◙► 

 
The bounty of Summer gardening… 
 

 
 
And the scourge… 
 

  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
There have been three new memberships which is a positive sign in 
a very inactive period for the Club. 
 
Payment has been made for the annual Consumer Affairs fee $59.20. 
 
Bank balance at end December 2020 is $6,924.47 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card  

(Updated in hand to reflect extended February 2022 expiry!) 

for identification  

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

  

► PETstock Castlemaine 

5% off garden related products – eg. straw 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

7 for 7.30pm 
Tuesday 23 February 2021 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

11 January 2021 
Venue: @ John Barnier’s 

Hargraves Street 
Castlemaine 

 
The Castlemaine & District 

Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 
per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 
 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

New members very welcome 

To
  


