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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Dear members and friends, greetings from Elphinstone Hill. 
 
Spring has sprung, and for us gardeners it is the busiest time. 
Sowing, mowing, watering, weeding and, hopefully, picking of fruit, 
veggies and flowers.  Probably our favourite season of the year but 
also the most demanding.  I hope you are all enjoying the warmer 
weather and getting out into the garden. 
 
Reluctantly, your Committee has decided that the Garden Market 
will not go ahead this year.  Given that the level of restrictions is 
unknown, that both the November Artists’ Market and the Festival of 
Gardens have been cancelled, and that advice from the Council 
warned against holding the event, we felt that we had no other option. 
We are writing to the stall holders and the tennis club to let them know 
of our decision. 
 
However, we are leaving open the possibility of having a Garden 
Club Plant Sale.  That is, setting up a stall to sell the plants that our 
members have potted up ready for the market.  The general idea is 
to have a simple stall with no entry fee, a five-dollar minimum spend, 
and no cash – we would get EFTPOS machines to minimise contact 
and eliminate the handling of money.  We will be asking members 
about the plants they have potted up, whether they support this idea 
and whether they would be willing to help.  I hope that this goes 
ahead.  It makes good use of members’ efforts in potting up plants 
for sale and keeps the garden club and the garden market in the 
public eye.  We’ll see what transpires and keep members informed. 
 
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 27th October via Zoom.  Although 
Zoom might be unfamiliar to some of you, it will be very easy to join 
via an email invitation to be sent to you a bit before the scheduled 
start of the meeting.  For those without email it might be possible by 
then to visit another member to participate together.  You will also 
receive a proxy form which allows you to send your vote in advance 
by post.  I encourage all members to participate if at all possible. 
 
Until next time, 
Alan Isaacs. 
  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 

 
With Stage 4 in greater Melbourne and Stage 3 in regional Victoria 
there have not been (yet again!) any official Club events held during 
the month of August on which to report.   
 
 

      ◄◘◙◙█◙◙◘► 
 
 
   A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME… 
 

An elderly couple had dinner at 

another couple's house.  
 

After eating, the wives left the table 
and went into the kitchen. 
 

The two gentlemen were talking, 
and one said,  'Last night we went 
out to a new restaurant and it was 
really great I would recommend it 
very highly.' 
 

The other man said,  'What is the 
name of the restaurant?' 
 

The first man thought and thought 
and finally said,  'What’s the name 
of that flower you give to someone 
you love?  You know, the one that's 
red and has thorns.' 
 

'Do you mean a rose?' 
 

'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man.  
 

He then turned towards the kitchen 
and yelled,  'Rose, what's the name 
of that restaurant we went to last 
night?' 

 
 
 
 

 

  



SPRING 

 
An oldie but a goodie: 
 

Spring is sprung, 

The grass is ris, 

I wonder where the birdies is… 

They say the bird is on the wing - 

but that’s absurd - 

I always knew the wing was on the bird. 

 
With many minor variations, “Spring is Sprung” has been passed 
down for generations, its origin unknown.  Some people have linked 
it to the American poet Ogden Nash.  It significantly predates him, 
however, although (perhaps the source of the perceived connection) 
Nash did publish a poem entitled “Spring Comes to Murray Hill” in 
The New Yorker magazine on 3 May 1930.  Also nonsense doggerel, 
Ogden Nash’s poem bears no similarity with “Spring is Sprung” save 
in the title.  Nash's poem reads: 
 

I sit in an office at 244 Madison Avenue 

And say to myself You have a responsible job havenue? 

Why then do you fritter away your time on this doggerel? 

If you have a sore throat you can cure it by using a good 
goggeral 
 

If you have a sore foot you can get it fixed by a chiropodist, 

And you can get your original sin removed by St. John the 
Bopodist,… etc, etc… 

 
 
For the enthusiastic, the full text is available at: 
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/spring-comes-to-murray-hill/ 
  



William Shakespeare takes a rather more cynical view of the season 
- from “Spring” in Love’s Labors Lost (1564-1616): 

 
When daisies pied and violets blue 

And lady-smocks all silver-white 

And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue 

Do paint the meadows with delight, 

The cuckoo then, on every tree, 

Mocks married men; for thus sings he, 

Cuckoo; 

Cuckoo, cuckoo: Oh word of fear, 

Unpleasing to a married ear! 

 
 

      ◄◘◙◙█◙◙◘► 
 
Ah Spring, when thoughts in the garden turn to sap rising– 
exemplified in this street art from Brazil revealing a fine upstanding 
Bouganvillea in full voluptuous bloom: 
 

  



GNOME ALONE  

 
Collins English Dictionary [Copyright © HarperCollins Publishers] 
defines “Gnome” thus:  
 

1. one of a species of legendary creatures, usually 
resembling small misshapen old men, said to live in 
the depths of the earth and guard buried treasure 
 

2. the statue of a gnome, esp in a garden 
 

3. a very small or ugly person  
 

4.  facetious or derogatory - an international banker or 
financier (esp in the phrase gnomes of Zürich) 

 
Considered naff in some quarters, Garden Gnomes are continually 
evolving in true Darwinian fashion in a (some say, forlorn) 
endeavour to remain (become?) relevant. 
 

 
 
Gnomes are supposed to represent good luck and this is something 
that people traditionally want for their gardens to protect things such 
things as minerals and buried treasure and also to keep the various 
things that they have there, such as plants, trees and grass, healthy 
and vibrant. 



For the uninitiated, a Gnome is a mythological creature and 
diminutive spirit from Renaissance magic and alchemy, first recorded 
in the 16th century by Swiss alchemist Paracelsus.  Gnomes are 
traditionally male, often bearded, wear pointy red hats (Phrygian caps 
– said to contain their magical powers) and stand between 30 and 60 
cm. tall.  They are often shown pursuing leisurely pastimes such as 
fishing or napping. 
 
During the Renaissance period, stone "grotesques", which were 
typically garishly painted 1-metre-tall figurines, were commonly 
placed in the gardens of the wealthy.  Among the figures depicted 
were gobbi (Italian for hunchbacks).  In particular, Jacques Callot 
produced 21 versions of gobbi, which he engraved and printed in 
1616.  
 
By the late 1700s, wooden house dwarfs made of wood or porcelain 
became popular household decorations in Switzerland and Germany.   
It was in Germany that these garden figurines became conflated with 
their traditional stories and superstitions about the "little folk" or 
dwarfs that they believed helped around the mines and on the farm.  
The Dresden company Baehr and Maresch had small ceramic 
statues of dwarfs or "little folk" in stock as early as 1841, and although 
the claim has been contested, some credit Baehr and Maresch with 
the first garden dwarfs (in German: Gartenzwerge).  Latterly though 
Poland became the largest producer.  Estimates suggest there are 
nowadays in the region of 15 million male gnomes across Europe, a 
large proportion of which are to be found in Germany and 
Switzerland. 
 
In 1847, Sir Charles Isham, brought 21 terracotta gnomes 
manufactured in Germany by Philip Griebel back to Britain where 
they were called "Gnomes" in English.  Gnomes have never looked 
back. 
 
Often in the news, the following article regarding a child-Gnome 
appeared in Smashing Life in the UK on 12 July 2015: 
 

Police launched a manhunt after a man was reported 
carrying a “small child” on the M60 today, but it turned 
about to be a garden gnome. 
 



Greater Manchester police were contacted by numerous calls 
from concerned drivers after they spotted a man carrying a 
“small child” on the hard shoulder of the M60 motorway. 
 
When police responded, they found that the man was actually 
carrying a garden gnome. The man was however arrested on 
suspicion of a public order offence. 
 
Greater Manchester Police tweeted saying: “Now safe and well 
in our office after being taken from a pedestrian M60 J2. This 
is a Missing from Gnome Enquiry!” 

 
 

 

Seen here, some 
ageing examples 
from an inner 
Melbourne garden 
- They clearly do 
things differently in 
the big city…  
Perhaps the late 
Belgian artist 
Christo made a 
secret return to 
Australia before he 
passed on 31 May 
2020? 

 
 
Gnomes have even starred in film.  Readers will recall a subplot in 
the 2001 French movie Amélie revolving around a "travelling" garden 
Gnome.   
 
But recent Gnome life has not been easy.   
 
They were for a time banned from the prestigious Chelsea Flower 
Show, as the organisers claimed that they detracted from the garden 
designs.  After Gnome enthusiasts accused the organisers of 
snobbery, the ban was finally lifted during 2013 to mark the show's 
centenary. 



And then sex reared its ugly head. 
 

 

As the advertisement reads: 

 

“Come meet Gnoma Jean, our 
sexy and sassy new gardening 
gnome! 

Up early morning in the yard 
hosing the lawn and taking care of 
the flowers, this spunky little 
bombshell Gnome is certain to turn 
heads! 

That's one good looking gardening 
gnome! 

In Stock & Shipping!” 

https://www.gardenfun.com/gnom
a-jean.html 

 
 
And even better (or worse…) is this free spirit: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Hippie Garden Gnome 
Flower Child.”  No further 
comment required… 
 
(Yours to buy on Amazon)  

https://www.thehomeofgnome.co.uk/female-garden-gnomes/  



Interestingly, in spite of such free-wheeling women’s liberation (or 
male stereotyping?) exemplified above, a report by Swissinfo.ch on 
13 March 2002 stated: 

The International Association for the Protection of the 
Garden Gnome, based in the Swiss city of Basel, says gnomes 
are - and have always been - a single-sex species: convention 
dictates that there is simply no such thing as a female gnome. 

In a collective gesture of defiance against the rogue trader in 
female gnomes, association members voted last week to levy 
a fine of €75 (SFr100) on Griebel.  The manufacturer tried to 
calm the frayed nerves of gnome collectors by paying up, but 
vowed to continue production of its female figures. 

"It may be good for their business, but [in terms of] science I 
cannot say yes to a female gnome," Friedmann [Association 
President] says.  "Gnomes have been in possession of the 
gene technology for thousands of years and they don't need 
female gnomes. They are always friendly, always polite... but 
they are only males," the octogenarian president elaborates.   

Science says no sexual equality in the gnome world, it would 
seem, is not just wishful thinking but biologically impossible.   

"It's very fair. It is nature which doesn't allow for female 
gnomes. Throughout the world and throughout history a gnome 
has always been a man." 

 



Then, as if female gnomes were not enough, along comes Gay 
Liberation! 
 
Harry Cockburn, reporting for Independent.co.uk on Wednesday 3 
July 2019 13:14 wrote: 
 

Man thrown out of Asda after furious outburst over ‘gay 
pride’ gnomes 
 
Shopper angered by ornaments which ‘look like they have a 
gender’ 
 
• An angry man had to be removed from an Asda supermarket 

by police in Plymouth after apparently becoming enraged by 
the shop’s garden gnomes painted in the gay pride rainbow 
flag colours. 

• When asked to leave by security guards, the man reportedly 
refused, and launched into a tirade about the ornaments. 

• A witness told the Plymouth Herald the man was “causing a 
disturbance over a gnome [in] sort of gay pride flag colours”. 

• The man was reportedly shouting at the staff and saying the 
colourful gnomes "offended him”, the witness said. 

• “The guy started saying random things like it’s a gnome, it’s 
offended him as they don’t have a sexuality.” 

 
So what of the future for Garden Gnomes?  Will there ever be a 
Gnome alone in every home?  With such controversy, perhaps it’s 
just easier to steer a course towards other ornaments, such as Dino 
here perpetually addressing her bowl in fervent hope a passing 
Hadrosaur may drop in… 
 

  



SCENEHEREATHOME           Peggy Munro 

 
My neighbour, David, is busy recycling this and that to build a chook 
house for his isolation project.  I didn’t give myself any task of that 
magnitude ... but are there members who have had an idea and 
followed it through?  If YOU answered yes, why don’t you write an 
account of your efforts, with pictures, and send them to our MULCH 
EDITOR. We’d be pleased to read it too! 
 
I’ve still been saving seeds for Tanya.  Perhaps not for our own 
Garden Market but for a stall somewhere, sometime.  If you would 
like new pea straw for this season, I think that Tanya will again be 
co-ordinating that program too.  I won’t need any this time as I still 
have a couple of bales left.  
 
I have had numerous narcissus blooming this year and I have had 
names for some but I think I need to do some research to make 
more accurate identifications.  I try to remember the names and 
where I got bulbs from, but I just can’t remember!  Old catalogues, 
magazines and books and my old photos might have to be dug out 
and referred to to make a list that my memory can refer to in the 
future.  Perhaps I should start now in this new section of our 
isolation. 

 
 
I have had to buy (local of course…) a new Ride-on mower. The old 
one was getting very unreliable and with no Alex Cooke to call on 
when stranded down the paddock, a new approach was needed.  
Unbelievably I have bought a new mower - same size, with very 
similar features - for only $200 more than what I had paid for the old 
mower ten years ago. 
 
It seems the cape weed will have a super year this coming summer.  
The bigger parrots are busy digging the plum puddings from under 



the pink Rhomulea.  I wonder why they can’t be helpful and dig up 
the cape weed?  Then yesterday I found a plant of Cape Broom 
growing in a patch up the drive.  I will need to pull that ASAP as 
these pea type flowers send their seeds everywhere.  And where 
does the three cornered weed one from?  I wonder… South Africa 
again! 
 
If there had been no covid19 many Garden Club members would 
have been invited to visit my garden last month.  You can still come 
as soon as restrictions are lifted.  Phone me on 54722086 to tell me 
you want to come or to put in a request for cuttings, seeds or bulbs 
that would have been freely given in a normal 2020.  Over the years 
most members must have a pretty fair idea of what grows in my 
Burnett Road garden… 

 
SPRING is wonderful with great colour and perfume from shrubs, 
trees and plants, with more to come as the weather warms up.  The 
lengthening days with more sunshine hours and the rain we have 
had in those spaced episodes will set us up for the summer to come.  
Of course, the grass is growing gangbusters and weeds are 
continuing to give me the willies, but the colour of flowers and foliage 
blinds me to the continuous need to work and weed.  Sometimes I 
just go into the garden and wander about looking at the happenings 
and picking myself another fresh bunch of flowers to take inside. 
 
I hope you are pleased with what is happening in your space. 
How are you coping? 
Keep well, be safe. 
 
Happy gardening. 
PEGGY M  



FESTIVAL OF GARDENS CANCELLATION      

 

 
 
 
REPORT from Judy Hopley: 
 
Sad news for our visitors and our 
gardeners - due to this virus and 
everything that follows, the 
committee has had to cancel 
Festival of Gardens 2020. 
 
Some gardens may open, mainly 
rural gardens where social 
distancing is easier to achieve.  
We are not sure who as yet, but 
will post on our website when a 
consortium comes together. 
 
We expect to be able to open 
again in 2021 but, really, who 
knows what the future will hold for 
us all. 
 
What I know right now is that my 
fruit trees are starting to blossom, 
my tulips are 250mm high and my 
broad beans are looking good.   
 
Hope springs eternal. 
 
Best wishes - stay safe, see you 
next year.  

 

 
  



GARDEN MARKET CANCELLATION 

 
Sadly, your Committee has had no alternative but to cancel this 
year’s Garden Market originally scheduled for Sunday 1 November 
2020. 
 
Depending on the feedback from Members regarding quantum and 
variety of plants already potted up in anticipation of this year’s Garden 
Market, there is a prospect a stall will be held at a forthcoming Artist’s 
Market - to be advised, so – WATCH THIS SPACE! 
 
 

 
 
  Garden Market 2019           Photo credit – Judi Kent 
 
 

  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Members and friends please take note that as the restrictions 
imposed by virtue of the Covid-19 pandemic continue, all pre-
scheduled Club activities remain suspended (save only for 
Committee Meetings and publication of MULCH and the AGM - 
please see overleaf). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  



AUGUST GENERAL MEETING  

 
Not held 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  

 
DATE: Monday 7 September 2020, 2.00pm  
 
VENUE: via Zoom 
 
Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley John MacIntyre, Jo Welsh, 
Tanya Grant, John Barnier, Philip Hopley 
 
Apologies:  Judi Kent, Peggy Munro 

1. Business arising from previous meeting: 

 

a.  AGM 

 

The AGM is scheduled to take place via Zoom on 

Tuesday 27 October, 2020 at 2.00 pm.  Judy advised that 

the 2020 Annual Report, Nomination and Proxy Voting 

forms will be emailed/delivered to members in the next 

few days.  Alan will organise the Zoom meeting and 

provide details to members about how to join when the 

agenda is sent nearer the date.  Instructions will also be 

included in October MULCH.  To date, Alan Isaacs, Judy 

Hopley, John MacIntyre, John Barnier, Peggy Munro, 

Tanya Grant, Judi Kent and Jo Welsh have indicated they 

will nominate for the committee in their existing roles.  The 

only support role without a nominee is the Meet and Greet 

person who welcomes members and visitors on arrival, 

hands out name badges and ensures attendance sheet is 

signed. 

Action: Judy and Alan 

 



b. Garden market 

 

The Roadmap out of Lockdown, outlined by the Victorian 

Premier on 6 September was noted.  Philip advised the 

committee that he spoken with the COVID19 support 

person and the Events Coordinator at Mount Alexander 

Shire to seek their advice about whether the garden 

market should proceed.  The Events Coordinator advised 

that due to the uncertainty about what restrictions may be 

in place at the beginning of November it may be wise to 

consider cancelling the event.  The amount of work 

required to organise public events with COVID19 

restrictions in place would be considerable.  If the market 

was to be held, strict compliance with restrictions would 

be required and in the unfortunate event of someone 

contracting the virus at the market, extensive contact 

tracing would be needed.  The Club would be responsible 

for ensuring all restrictions were met.  This could be an 

onerous task for members. 

 

She also advised that the Artists Market scheduled for the 

Western Reserve on the same day, 1 November, has 

been cancelled.   

 

Given the information above the committee unanimously 

decided that the 2020 Annual Garden Market should be 

cancelled. Alan will write to stall holders and the 

Castlemaine Tennis Club advising that the 2020 market is 

cancelled and outlining the reasons why.   

Action: Alan 

 

Alan and Judy to compose and send a group email to all 

members this week advising of this decision.  It was also 

agreed that the message should ask members to let Judy 

know the number of plants they had potted up for the 

market and gauge their willingness to have the plants sold 

at a stall later in the year (possibly at the December 

Artist’s market if that goes ahead). 

Action: Judy and Alan 



 

c. Printing MULCH in colour 

It was agreed that it was too expensive to print MULCH in 
colour.  Item to be deferred for discussion at a later time. 

 
 

2.  Correspondence 
 
Outgoing:  Nil 
 
Incoming: Nil 
 
 

3. Treasurer’s report 
Accepted. 
 

 

4. General business 

a. Pea straw 

Judy advised that some members would be interested in 

a group purchase of pea straw.  Tanya agreed to contact 

the supplier re availability.  Item to be placed in 

September MULCH. 

Action: Tanya 

 

 

5. Next meeting – Monday 12 October 2020 via Zoom 
 

 
  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
There were minimal expenses in August – printing of MULCH and 
stamps only. 
 
We have one new member.  
Memberships:      57 households 
Life Members:        4 (3 active)  
Total number of members:   78 (includes households with 
                                                          multiple members) 
 

 
 
Bank balance for the end of August was $7,151.86. The end of 2020 
financial year report has been deferred untill the rescheduled AGM - 
to be held in October. 
 

 
 

  



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   27 October 

 
As reported last month, the Castlemaine and District Garden Club Inc 
will hold its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 27 October 2020 
at 2.00 pm.  The meeting will be conducted online via Zoom. 
 
Details about how to join the meeting, together with the Annual 
Report for 2020, will be provided to all members nearer the date of 
the meeting.   
 

SUGGEST DIARY UP NOW TO AVOID MISSING OUT! 
 
Judy Hopley 
Secretary 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club 
 

     ◄◘◙◙█◙◙◘► 
 

 
       An urban spring vignette - Victoria Gardens in Prahran  



DISCOUNTS 

 
Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card 

for identification  

 

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off plants, variable on other garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

  

► Taylor’s Home Centre 

5% off garden related products  

 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

Next General 
Meeting: 

TBA! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Next Committee 
Meeting: 

12th October 
Via Zoom 

 
The Castlemaine & District 

Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 
at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 
per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH provided to you) 
 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 
 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

New members very welcome 

To
  


