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CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club Inc 

PO Box 758 Castlemaine 3450 

http/castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com 

castlemainegardenclub@gmail.com 

 

President: Alan Isaacs 

a.isaacs@bigpond.com 

 

Secretary: Judy Hopley 

judyandphilip@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: John MacIntyre  

john.s.macintyre@gmail.com 

0412 614472 

 

Membership Officer: Maxine Tester 

maxinet@ozemail.com.au 

 

Newsletter: John Barnier 

john.goonawarra@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster: John MacIntyre 

john.s.macintyre@gmail.com 

0412 614472 

 

Bank: Bendigo Bank BSB 633 2108, Account 104 908 280 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Sir, I was disgusted to find the March issue of MULCH full of 

nakedness, innuendo and general frivolity.  We are a serious 

gardening club, so can we please have more serious gardening 

articles and less filth – there is enough of that in Castlemaine already. 

Thankyou.       Anon.  



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

The main activity of the club over the last month has been the potting 
up of cuttings and seedlings in preparation for our garden market in 
early November. Jo Welsh and Peggy Munro had a potting-up 
session recently and there is more on this later in Mulch. Peggy has 
lots of pots, and so do I, so contact either of us if you need some, and 
get potting up! 
 
With regard to other club activities, although restrictions are starting 
to be eased, there will be no general meetings for the time being. 
Your committee will continue to monitor this from month to month. 
We remind those past members who have not yet renewed their 
membership that the $20 membership fee now applies to the 
remainder of 2020 and the whole of 2021. Please keep up your 
association with the club by renewing now. 
 
Autumn is such a lovely season. The hot, dry weather is over, and 
the land is transformed with wonderful colour. The grass is green, 
trees are various shades of yellow, orange and red. This year autumn 
has provided good rainfall and the ground is soft and moist. Trees 
and shrubs are putting on a growth spurt, new plantings are growing 
strongly. 
 
Here on Elphinstone hill our garden is thriving, thankful for the rain. 
We are soon to pick the last of our pink lady apples and to dig up the 
last of our potatoes. We have planted more trees and replaced some 
that have died. Work continues on the new veggie beds, with many 
associated jobs such as setting up dripper lines and securing all 
polypipe joins. It is such a blessing to have garden work to do in this 
time of forced isolation. 
 
Further on in Mulch, I’ve included an article on our garden here on 
Elphinstone hill, so will keep this short. I encourage other members 
to submit details of their gardens for inclusion in future editions of 
Mulch. 
 

Until next time 

Alan Isaacs 

  



THE MONTH THAT WAS 
 

Sadly the scourge of “Boomer Remover” (officially known as Covid-
19) continues, although it is comforting to see some restrictions 
gradually easing…  So again, whilst the Committee has been active, 
there have been no club events over the past month on which to 
report.   
 
Be assured, however, there will be prompt notification of a return to 
our full program as soon as permitted… 
 
 
 

 

I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD 
SEE THE DAY WHEN I PUT 

MORE ALCOHOL 
ON MY HANDS 

THAN IN MY MOUTH 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  



AUTUMN 
 

 

 

Nature’s first green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold. 

Her early leaf’s a flower; 

But only so an hour. 

Then leaf subsides to leaf. 

So Eden sank to grief, 

So dawn goes down to day. 

Nothing gold can stay.  
 

…by American Poet, Robert Frost, 1923 

 

 

 
“With care my flowers tend”. Robert Frost poet  

(credit Time Life Pictures) 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last roses of the 
season in Judy Hopley’s 
Maldon garden: 

 

 

 

 
And autumn fungi at Maldon Golf Course courtesy Judy Hopley: 
 

 
 

  

  



SCENEAROUND                    Peggy Munro 
 

WELL NO –  
ACTUALLY SCENEHEREATHOME! 
 
The frosts of the last week gave us some stunning autumn 
days.  I must admit to sitting with my back to the sun and 
reading most mornings to keep inside out of the cold.  
Nothing much in the garden has been affected, except in a 
positive way as the autumn colours of most trees only get 
better and better. 
 
The bulbs this autumn have been just wonderful. In my 
garden almost always later than most, but still great.  From 
the belladonna to the Sternbergia lutea, from cyclamen to 
crocus and nerines, they have all been so reliable and 
colourful.  If you do not have these bulbs in your garden and 
you would like some catch up with me and I will try to find 
you some spares from my place.  They all are worth a place 
in every garden.  And they are no bother at all. 
 
The trees have been superb with some still holding a few 
leaves.  My gleditsia, with the great seed pods, has been 
visited by the cockies.  They look quite funny with a huge 
seed pod hanging from their beaks.  A great way to spread 
the seeds about!  It seems that lots of the seeds germinate 
as I often find new seedlings about in the garden beds.  Lots 
of shrubs and trees have berries, seed pods and fruits.  At 
this time of year that all adds to the display.  The fruit trees 
too do their bit to add to this.  Pomegranates, quince, 
persimmon and feijoa all have autumn fruit but I often don’t 
get to eat any before the birds get their filling. 
 
There are still an odd flower or three on  some of the roses 
and other plants have stray flowers too. One of my iris has 
the most stunning orange berries.  These are a great 



surprise to visitors as it is not common in gardens.  Some 
of the violets are starting to flower and the shades of colour 
is always interesting.  I let them grow wherever they like 
because I tend to use the plants as stepping stones when I 
want to step into the garden bed.  Poor violet!  But it doesn’t 
seem to harm them at all. 
 
Jo and I planted up a few of the pink violets for the garden 
market.  We went around with a garden fork and the 
secateurs and a bucket to gather material for the prepared 
pots.  The two of us had a pleasant morning, chatting away 
and getting it done.  By myself I probably wouldn’t have 
been so keen.  Thanks Jo for the potting mix and all your 
help.  By yourself or with a friend could you do the same?  
The garden market is our great event for the year and we 
all look forward to it.  Please pot up some of the treasures 
from your garden to help our stall in November. 
 
Did you see Gardening Australia last week with the 
vegetables all mixed in with the flowers?  I seem to have 
been doing that for years.  There is wild rocket, rainbow  
chard, silver beet, chives and mint in lots of different places. 
Some, like the thymes, I’ve planted next to stepping stones 
but other plants, like the bronze fennel, just come up where 
they want.  (I do thin these out sometimes, as I do with the 
globe artichokes). 
 
Herbs should be in all over the place too as they make great 
flower specimens.  Even a tiny hedge of parsley is stunning.  
The chicory at my place is almost feral, it puts itself about 
quite happily.  It has bright blue flowers and is almost my 
favourite weed.  I do have some proper veggies but they 
also are almost always self-sown.  I put in broad beans and 
they took forever to come up and now I think the rabbits 
have had a go at the new tips.  I’m waiting to see what else 
might come up; carrot, lettuce, garlic, tomato? 
 



Plants that have seeds/fruit, plants that are prickly, plants 
that are shrubby, plants that have winter flowers are all 
great assets for all gardens.  They will encourage all kinds 
of birds to visit.  Plants - tall and high, middling and low - 
give a great range of habitat.  Have some water for drinking 
and bathing, share seed around and if put anywhere you 
can see from inside, you will have a wonderful winter 
entertainment for free. 
  
This is what is happening in my garden.  Perhaps the same 
is happening in a garden that you know.  Learn to look so 
that you see the tiny, the unusual, or just the first.  There 
are great thrills happening in every space.  Even in our own 
Botanic Gardens! 
 
Do look!  Be amazed! 
 
Happy gardening, keep warm be well. 
PEGGY M 
 
 
 

  



POTTING UP – GARDEN MARKET 
 

As anticipated in the April issue of MULCH, the Garden Club fully 
expects that the garden market will go ahead in November this 
year.  In lieu of the "usual" April ‘potting up day’, however, we ask 
members and friends to please pot up seedlings at home and look 
after them until November.  
 
So, please pot up seedlings of plants that you have, plants that you 
like and plants that you think other people will like. Seeds could be 
planted in a greenhouse or under a cold frame, otherwise it is getting 
a little too late to sow them. Some plants can, of course, be lifted and 
divided.  
 
The Club will happily reimburse your expenses for potting mix – just 

take a photo of the receipt and text or email it to Treasurer John 

MacIntyre together with your bank details - 

john.s.macintyre@gmail.com 

 
If you need pots (although most gardeners have a stack of them 
somewhere!), please let Peggy Munro know and she will organise for 
you to collect from her home - pjm2224@gmail.com 

 
Setting the benchmark, earlier in May Peggy and Jo potted up some 
20 plants from Peggy's garden into 40 pots and, as Peggy says, the 
only trick now will be to keep them watered until November...!   
 
Additionally, our newest member, Roseanne Nettleton, is also potting 
up strawberry plants for the market.   
 
These Members are an inspiration! 

 
 

  WE NEED YOU!!   

  



ANNUAL CENTREFOLD 
 

Readers will have noted it was a top temperature of only 9 degrees 

in Castlemaine on World Naked Gardening Day (2 May 2020) so, not 

unexpectedly, there was a dearth of local photographic evidence of 

this important celebration.  But the internet is overflowing, as appears 

overleaf… 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

This year’s centrefold – 
evoking horticultural abundance… 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Members and friends please take note the restrictions imposed by 

virtue of the Covid-19 pandemic mean all upcoming activities of the 

Club (save only for Committee Meetings via Zoom and publication 

of MULCH) are suspended until further notice.   

 

The Committee will continue to monitor the situation and keep you 

posted as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meantimes, there is always gardening to be done… 

 

 
Editor’s own work in progress…  
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OUR GARDEN                           Alan Isaacs 
 
An Exploration of Alan and Pam’s Elphinstone Garden 
 
An overview of our one-and-a-half-acre property is shown below 
from Google maps 2020 imagery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We moved on to the property in late March 2011.  There were trees, 
mainly eucalypts, along the south and east boundaries, an ash and 
flowering gum near the house on the southern side, a lemon tree near 
where is now our new terracing, and some garden beds along the 
front (west) of the house and along the fence line.   
 
The original owners kept 
horses, so most of the property 
was lawn.  Below are a couple of 
photos taken when I first visited 
the property in April 2010 – ten 
years ago.  They show the bare 
dam bank and orchard areas. 

 
 
 
 



From the outset our plan was to have a park-like garden with lots of 
trees, rather than many garden beds.  To that end we planted lots of 
trees – we now have at least 180 trees growing that we have planted, 
including 30 fruit trees and four nut trees. The garden areas are 
around the house, on the dam bank and recently, on the new 
terracing. Pam has been the garden designer and selector of plants, 
my role largely being digger of holes, grower of fruit and veggies and 
minister for infrastructure. 
 
Here is a view of the dam bank as it is today: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The front area plantings shown above include saltbush, wooly bush, 
artichoke, wallflower, echium, cystus , corea, westringia, wormwood, 
sedum, society garlic, NZ flax, grevilia, and hopbush.  Trees are 
Chinese elm, white cedar, acacia cognata, and Chinese tallow. 
 
The plantings at the back of the dam bank, shown below, include 
trees agonis flexuosa, Queensland bottle tree (brachychiton 
rupestris), mahogany gum and wattles. Shrubs include banksias, 
grevillea, pin-cushion hakea, and wooly bush. 



Generally, plants have been selected for low maintenance and 
drought tolerance, although there are a few favourites that require 
more watering. We also wanted plants to attract native birds.  We 
were inspired by Lambley Nursery, where we made many of our 
original shrub purchases.  Many trees were purchased from Rodilesa 
in Kyneton and the Goldfields Revegetation Nursery in Mandurang. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the orchard area as it is today: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The orchard is planted with apples, oranges, pears, nectarines, 
plums, cherries and avocados.  Along the fence line are alternating 
olives and figs.  Three apple trees, two golden delicious and a pink 
lady, are espaliers.  This season they produced some lovely pink lady 
apples, the last of which are yet to be picked.  
 
We would love to get a harvest of avocados, but our Bacon avocado, 
while looking very healthy and producing flowers, has yet to bear fruit. 
We have recently planted four more avocado trees: a Wurtz, two 
Hass and another Bacon.  We are ever hopeful. 
 

  



The back lawn 
shown right with 
the Manchurian 
pear in blossom 
(front right), 
eucalypts, vigilia, 
weeping cherry, 
Indian bean tree 
and almond tree, 
and the recently 
planted black 
Booyong at front 
left. 

 
 

 

To the side of the 
dam are self-sown 
eucalypts and many 
Blackwoods (Acacia 
melanoxylon). 
Further back a she-
oak and a narrow-
leaved peppermint 
gum (Eucalyptus 
nicholii). To the 
right, obscured by 
the foreground gum, 
a river red gum 

 

This is looking 
back towards the 
previous view 
point, showing a 
Wallangarra white 
gum (Eucalyptus 
scoparia), the E. 
nicholii and the 
largest of the 
Blackwoods. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A lemon-scented gum 
(Corymbia citriodora) –  
one of our great favourites. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is amazing how fast the E. 
nicholii has grown – it is far 
younger than most other 
trees in the garden.  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ash tree left was 
planted by the original 
owners.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new terracing garden 
is planted with catmint, 
thyme, artichoke, 
tucreum, parsley, 
oregano, saltbush, 
rosemary, yarrow, 
prostrate Cootamundra 
wattle, iris and lamb’s 
ears. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The south-west corner of the 
garden is planted with olives 
and pencil cypress along the 
fence, mulberry, Chinese 
pistachio, Chinese elm, 
photinia, trident maple, 
salmon gum, red box and 
golden ash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the other side of the house is the “oak lawn”, with a slow-growing 
Algerian oak bought from the Malmsbury Botanic Gardens and large 
stone pine tree on the fence line. 
  



 
At the front of the house (not shown) are five silver birch trees, a mop-
top robinia, silver princess gum, peppercorn tree, golden robinia, 
crepe myrtle, magnolia and pencil cypress. 
 

There are other garden 
beds around the house, 
all with drought-tolerant 
plants. Shown on the left 
is the garden on the south 
side in front of the lounge 
window, with Jerusalem 
sage and pineapple sage 
in flower. We are loathe to 
cut them back because 
the small birds love them 
(and the bees). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The veggie beds are between the oak lawn and the orchard.  The 
third new veggie bed, to replace the bed planted with tomatoes, is 
currently under construction. 
 
We also have a lovely courtyard sheltered by star jasmine and 
honeysuckle hedges, with more trees: Manchurian pear, Chinese 



elm, elderberry, pomegranate, Japanese maple and native 
frangipani. 
 
There are many more trees and shrubs which I won’t attempt to list. 
I also apologise for the mish-mash of plant names – we have never 
been particular about knowing the botanical names of our plants, 
except perhaps for our trees.  If you would like to know more about 
any of our trees or shrubs please email me and we will see if we can 
tell you more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



MEMBERSHIPAST 
 
Membership of our Club currently stands at 58 which is similar to 
2019 thanks, in large part, to the sterling efforts of Membership 
Officer Maxine Tester in canvassing late/overlooked renewals. 
 
The President and Committee ask Members to join them in 
welcoming several new Members to our Club for 2020.  A Club only 
remains viable, of course, so long as Members contribute and 
engage and we look forward to a long and happy association with our 
newbies as they involve in Club affairs.   
 
Please all make welcome: 

• Carol and Hugh Forrest  

• Susan Becchio 

• Sue Cardwell 

• Roseanne Nettleton 

• Robyn Walton 
 
Additionally, the Club farewells two long standing members, Penny 
Garnett and Gill King, whose circumstances now preclude them from 
participating in club activities.  Both were fine contributors to the Club 
over many years and their plant knowledge, willingness to share and 
advise on all matters gardening will be sorely missed.  We wish them 
both well and will ensure they can keep up-to-date with CDGC by 
sending them MULCH". 
 
We would also like to wish Kit Morris and Helen all the best.  Kit is 
now in Ellery House and we understand that he is able to enjoy chats 
with co-resident, Penny Garnett. 
 
 
 

 

  



FACEBOOK UPDATE         John MacIntyre 
 

 

 

 

 
The Facebook page now has 109 followers and typically adds a 
couple of new followers each week.  
 
The regular postings by Peggy Munro are very popular. 
 
We encourage members to post pictures from their gardens or share 
any interesting posts that are related to gardening. 
 
If you are not following the page follow the link below and click on 
LIKE 
 
https://www.facebook.com/CastlemaineGardenClub/ 
 

 
 
 
  



APRIL GENERAL MEETING  
 

Not held 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
 

DATE: Monday 11 May 2020, 2.00pm 

 

VENUE: Online meeting via Zoom 

 
Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, John Barnier,  
Marion Cooke, Jo Welsh, Peggy Munro, Judi Kent, Tanya Grant 
 
Apologies: None  
 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 
a.  Garden market – Alan advised that he has yet to write to 

stall holders but will do so soon.  It was agreed to remind 
members to pot up plants for the market.  John Barnier to 
place item in MULCH, Judy to send a group email and 
John MacIntyre to place on Facebook. 
Action:  Alan, John B., Judy and John Mac. 
 

b.  Membership renewals – Despite the item in last month’s 
MULCH advising members of the committee’s decision to 
extend memberships paid for 2020 to also cover 2021, 
there are still a significant number of members who have 
not renewed.  It was agreed that Judy contact Maxine, the 
Club’s membership officer, to discuss how she wishes to 
proceed in regard to contacting non-financial members.  
Judy, Alan, Jo and Marion offered to assist Maxine if 
required. 
Action: Judy 
 

2. Hanging basket competition – voting closes 17 May.  RHSV 
reminder about voting has been posted to our Facebook 



page.  Judy to send group email reminder to members about 
voting for our entry. 
Action: Judy 
 

3. Other business 
a. Promotion of the club – Marion suggested that 

posters/flyers about the club be developed to give to those 
businesses who provide member’s with discounts as well 
as to the Information Centre, Library etc.  It was agreed 
that information on the membership application form 
could be used to create a flyer/poster. John Barnier 
agreed to provide a draft for the committee to discuss. 
John MacIntyre to send John B. a Word copy of the form. 
Action: John Mac and John B. 

 
4. Next meeting – Monday 8 June. 

 
 

 

  



TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Bank balance at end of April 2020 was $7,374. 

It was a very quiet month - no payments.  

The number of paid memberships is still increasing – the payment of $20 

covers a 2 year period 2020-2021. 

 

 

 
 

  



 

DISCOUNTS 
 

Members are reminded to please continue to support the 

businesses that support us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2020 membership card 

for identification  

 

 

► All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10 

  

► Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

  

► Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount  

  

► Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10  

  

► Taylor’s Home Centre 

5% off garden related products  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Next General 
Meeting: 

TBA! 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Next Committee 

Meeting: 
8th June via Zoom 

 
The Castlemaine & District 

Garden Club meets at 7.30pm 

on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month February to October 

at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill 
 

Membership of the club is open 

to all and costs $20 per year 

per household ($32 if you want 

a paper copy of 

MULCH mailed to you) 

 

Mulch in colour is sent to 

members with email accounts. 

 

Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each 

calendar year 

 

New members very welcome To
  


