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Orange Bunny    Judi Kent 
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  President’s Report.  

“Although little known, the roots of almost every plant in the 

Australian landscape are intimately entwined with fungi. These 

relationships extend beyond trees to include every orchid and 

most shrubs and grasses. Symbioses are the secrets to success 

in our highly variable climate and nutrient-deficient soils.” 

So writes Alison Pouliot, an honorary fellow at the Australian National 

University, natural historian and environmental photographer, who is 

our special guest speaker at our next General Meeting on 24th March. 

As well as her illustrated presentation, commencing 7:30 pm, Alison 

will have signed copies of her book, The Allure of Fungi, available for 

purchase. I’m very much looking forward to her presentation and hope 

that as many members as possible, and guests, will be there. 

It was wonderful to get some of the rain that moved down from the 

tropics last week. We were always going to be on the edge of it, but 

here on the hill at Elphinstone, we got about 43 ml. The trees and 

shrubs have responded with a growth spurt and the grass is beginning 

to turn green. Spring and autumn seem to be the growth seasons for 

trees in our climate; over summer they’re in survival mode. The Black 

Booyong that we planted recently is thriving, the Argentine Ombu, in a 

more harsh position, is surviving if not thriving. But the Silver Princess 

eucalypt at the back of our house is looking particularly sick and may 

have to go after many years of good health. We have also planted 

three more Chinese Elms – they are quick-growing, hardy trees that 

provide structure to our garden. We might replace the water-hungry 

Paulownia that we mistakenly planted with a Chinese Elm as well. 

Pam and I love birds, Pam particularly, so we have tended to 

encourage them by putting out seed. This however comes with some 

risks. We had some very friendly cockatoos, including one that tapped 



on the high windows in our lounge room, asking for seed. The trouble 

was that it also liked pecking at the rubber seal around the windows, 

eventually pulling a bit of it apart and out of the frame. A day was 

spent creating a wire barrier around the windows – so far it has 

worked and we have stopped feeding the cockies. We also have a 

friendly band of white-winged choughs. These we have also been 

encouraging, but they also get up to some mischief. They delight in 

foraging through our mulch, picking up a beak full and tossing it aside – 

we have lost sight of the stepping stones through the garden along our 

(relatively new) terracing. It’s a bit of a dilemma, because they are 

delightful birds to observe. If they start pulling out plants rather than 

just the mulch we may have to reconsider our approach. 

Until next time, 

Alan Isaacs. 

From the Editor: 

Welcome to our new MULCH editor, 

John Barnier.  John and Elizabeth have 

lived in Castlemaine for 3 years following 

retirement upon selling their winery restaurant in Sunbury 

to Chinese interests.  They are presently hard at work 

reconfiguring the garden at their 1960’s bungalow planted 

by former resident, well known identity, Cherry Tennant. 

John’s contact details for your contributions are 

john.goonawarra@gmail.com ensure that you send it by the 

due date. (Check your calendar)  April 17th for next month. 

 

 



 

Visit to Buda Historic Home and Gardens (John MacIntyre) 

 

A well-

attended 

guided tour 

to Buda 

Historic 

Home and 

Gardens was 

held on 

Wednesday 

26th 

February 

2020 – this 

complemented the presentation by Tom Comerford at the club meeting 

on the previous evening.  

Jill Hildebrandt, Buda garden curator, highlighted the diverse range of 

plants in the garden which was designed and planted by the Leviny 

family over two generations and 118 years. 
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From the HUB:  

Following on from the lovely and bountiful February swap 

we are doing it again in the Hub garden from 10.30-11.30 

with a 10am swap on Sunday 29th March. 

Be great to see you there! 

Warm wishes, 

Naomi Raftery 

0422 585 585 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CFA Washing Machines 

We collected $52.50 at the 

meeting - has been banked 

into the rotary club 

account.  Good news, they 

now have purchased the 

remaining machine.  

 

Have your contact details changed?  

 It may be time to update.   

Please contact Maxine and let her know 

any changes to your email or address. 



This Month: 
 
 

Underground Lovers:  Exploring the Clandestine 
World of Fungi 

 

Alison Pouliot 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Fungi Forage 

On Wednesday 25th March, following the talk by Alison Pouliot about 

fungi, we will have our outing.   

We will visit the Oak Forest in Harcourt to search for fungi (and other 

things of interest). Bring along your camera or phone or iPad 

(whatever takes pictures). There will be an 

award for the best picture of fungi as judged by 

the committee.  The award is a copy of “Fungi 

of the Bendigo Region” by Joy Clusker and Ray 

Wallace. 

Meet at 9am at the Octopus to car share or at 

the Oak Forest at Harcourt at 9.30. 

Hope to see you there armed with photo taking 

apparatus. 

Marion Cooke     photo by Judy Hopley 

 

SEEDS: 

Tanya is collecting seeds.  Now is a great time to save 

your seeds and bring to the meeting. 

Potting Up Day 

29th April 

This year we will meet at Edward Golling’s, 344 Barker 

Street, Castlemaine. 



SCENEAROUND.  

Pea straw must be the flavour of the month. Coming past the Botanical 

Gardens a couple of times yesterday, the staff were busy in the rose 

gardens; weeding, spreading mulch and I guess, feeding too. At the end 

of the day I 

saw it was all 

done and a 

hand watering 

was in 

progress. 

Thank you 

Terry for all 

the pea straw 

around town. 

At my place 

the kangaroos 

have been into 

a bale to help 

themselves to a 

free feed. They 

opened one bale somehow and spread it around but haven’t really eaten 

all that much.  

 

I’ve been out to ASQ to get a couple of buckets of fine pebbles to top 

up my succulents in their pots. I took four buckets to spread the load 

and the people out there were very helpful and didn’t bat an eye about 

my request to lighten my efforts at my end. I’ve brought nearly all the 

small succulents into the back sunroom for the winter. I have put all my 

big blue pots in a new place and am repotting them with whatever! The 

old large terracotta pots were not watered 

 at all this summer and will need to be totally redone. I haven’t worked 

out yet with what! 

 



An Autumn 

feeling is 

creeping up 

and the 

colours are 

gradually 

appearing 

too. One of 

the best is the 

little 

Sternbergia 

lutea with its 

brilliant 

yellow 

flowers. They 

are in different patches in various parts of the garden. Wait for nerines 

too. 

 Autumn makes me think of harvest and then that leads to pumpkins. 

Have you noticed the great pumpkin patch in Kennedy Street in the 

yard of the Midland Hotel?  Wonderful spread of foliage but I wonder if 

there are many pumpkins? Most of my fruits have been eaten by birds. 

They have made a great mess of the grapes. The cockies have not been 

content with just eating a few but have picked whole bunches. I found a 

couple of surviving quinces very close to the ground on one tree that the 

cockies hadn’t found, so I will be able to eat some this year.  

 

The Maldon Garden Club newsletter had a list of great autumn jobs for 

the garden but I don’t think I will even attempt their list. I just muck 

along with what I can do.  

One of those that we should all do is keep an eye on developing seeds 

and save some for Tanya, for the end of the year. Label them and keep 

them dry in old envelopes or paper bags.  

 

The RHSV mag had a wonderful article on growing hops and making 

beer. Not my scene but the hops themselves are very beautiful. I had 

some once along my front verandah and they just disappeared!  There 



will be some gnomes at the Melbourne International flower show, 

(anyone going March 25 - 29?). The  

RHSV will have the hanging baskets again. I wonder if gnomes will 

feature in hanging baskets? 

 

It’s still warm with lots of butterflies and little lizards about. Some 

beautiful days with opportunities to work in your garden. I am hanging 

out for daylight saving to end, the autumn equinox is at the end of this 

week and the full moon over the last few days has been splendid, so the 

season changes.  

 

If we do get caught up with some medical quarantines, think positive. 

Wonderful books to read, extra time to spend in your garden getting 

everything ready for winter. Keep in touch with your family and 

friends, think phone calls and even a letter or two. Begin to write your 

garden memoirs, have a giant jigsaw to do. Even put some of your 

garden images on Facebook or onto our club website. Clean windows, 

make some biscuits, tidy your book cases or just watch your favourite 

TV show. Can you guess this might be my modus operandi? 

 

Take care, be well 

Happy gardening. 

PEGGY M. 

 

 
  

Urgenia maritima 

 

 



 

Enjoy some of the Hopley’s hibiscus 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes 

 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Minutes 

Committee Meeting  

Monday 10 February 2020, 2.00pm,  

Marion Cooke’s, 519 Muckleford-Yapeen Road, Yapeen 

Present: Alan Isaacs, John MacIntyre, Judi Kent, Peggy Munro,  

Tanya Grant, Jo Welsh (Minutes), Marion Cooke 

Apologies:  Judy Hopley 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 

1.1 Location for potting-up plants: suggested to ask, in order, 
Edward Gollings (Peggy), Alison McMillan (Peggy).  Is there 
frost protection?   Alan to see what frost protection could be 
installed. 
 

            1.2 Publicising Alison Pouliot’s fungi talk in March: John to use  
            Facebook, email, and contact Castlemaine Field Naturalists 
            and Connecting Country groups.  There will be a $5 charge for  
            non-members.  Could they please inform C&DGC of 
            attendance. 
            Also, John to see if Maldon Garden Club is on the mailing list. 
 

2. 2020 calendar – speakers/visits outstanding:  Visit to systems 
garden will take the train closest to 8.00 am departure.  
Secretary asked to send thank you letters to guests.  Contact 
person to send reminder to guest speakers beforehand. 

 Who is organiser for the Christmas dinner?  Club’s Christmas 
            arrangements to continue as is. 
 

3. January meeting in Botanic Gardens – Alan:  January meeting 
in the Botanical Gardens to continue as is. 
 

4. Garden Market site – Alan: Sam Beckett, President of the 
Tennis Club, has given approval for our continued use for the 
Garden Market. If the container at the entrance remains, the 
club could make a sign as large as it for the market. 



John and Alan are to assess insurance coverage for the event. 
5. Support for Gippsland fire victims – Judi: a sub-committee 

(Judi, Marion and Peggy) will examine a way to make a 
meaningful contribution to a community affected by the fires.  
An extraordinary committee meeting may be held when a 
proposal is ready. 
 

6. Distribution of print issues of MULCH: Judy Uren will take over 
this responsibility from Maxine on a two month trial basis.  
Postage charges will rise. 

    
7. Invitation to 10th birthday – Newstead Men’s Shed 

 
8. Insurance – RHSV 

 
9. Wicking beds/oak wine barrels – Bress Winery 

 
10. Items for agenda for next general meeting 

 
11. Other business:  Peggy will organise another round of pea 

straw 
 
Meeting closed at 3.00pm.  Next meeting Monday 9 March 2020 at 
Judy Hopley’s. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

General Meeting Tuesday 25th February 

Wesley Hill Hall, Duke Street, Castlemaine.  7.30 pm 

Minutes 

Present: Sue Albert, Elizabeth and John Barnier, Marion and Alex 

Cooke, Gwen Davey, Edward Gollings, James and Tanya Grant, Judy 

Hopley (Secretary), Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs (President), Judi Kent, 

Jean Lorenz, Lissa McilDowney, Alison McMillan, John MacIntyre 

(Treasurer), Peggy Munro, Jenny Nuske, Kaye Payne, Jenny Read, 

Gordon Sanson, Heather Spicer, Maxine Tester, Jo Welsh 



Apologies: Lorna Anstey, Marion Downe, Carol and Hugh Forrest, 

Sue Spacey, Judy Uren 

 

1. Welcome: Alan welcomed members to the first meeting of 
2020. 
 

2. Visitors:  Alan welcomed visitors, Judy Coram, Linda Miller, 
Robyn Walton, Richard Grant and guest speaker, Tom 
Comerford. 
 

 
3. Show & Tell: Peggy showed a pot of Leucojum autumnale, a 

delicate tiny flower that is flowering well at this time of the year. 
 

4. Trading table: Heather advised that there were various items 
including succulents for sale. 
 

 
5. Raffle: tickets for raffle were circulated with Tanya Grant 

winning the plant. 
 

6. Correspondence: Judy advised that all correspondence was 
available for viewing in the Correspondence folder.  Incoming 
items include: 
*Invitation from Newstead Mens Shed to a function to celebrate 

their 10 year anniversary – let Judy know if interested in 

attending. 

*Email from Bress Winery re wicking beds and oak wine barrels 

for sale. 

*Invitation from Maldon Garden Club for the Interclub Day that 

they are hosting on 16 November 2020.  Closer to the date 

rsvps will be sought and passed on to Maldon. 

*Flyer from Creswick Garden Club re the 37th Western 

Regional Garden Clubs Conference 2020 that they are 

hosting on 18 April 2020. 

 
7. Minutes of February Committee Meeting: will be published in 

March MULCH. 



8. Membership fees: Alan reminded members that membership 
fees are now due with a preference for them to be paid by direct 
debit. 
 

9. Postage: Alan advised that in order to cover higher postage 
costs the committee agreed that postage for MULCH will 
increase from $11 to $12 for those members choosing to 
receive MULCH via mail. 
 

 
10. Support for CFA’s: Jo prepared a donations box for members 

to contribute towards the cost of gifting commercial washing 
machines to local CFA’s - $52.50 donated.  Alan explained that 
donations made by CDGC are required to go towards garden 
related causes and that donations to CFA’s would be a matter 
for individual club members. 
 

11. Mulch editor: As Judi Kent will be on extended holidays, Alan 
called for a volunteer to take over the editing of MULCH, at 
least during the time of her absence. John Barnier agreed to 
take on this job and will liaise with Judi. 
 

 
12. Club webpage – Judy advised that John MacIntyre will take 

over the management of the Club’s webpage effective 
immediately. 
 

13. Garden Market site:  Alan advised that the management of the 
Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club has agreed that our garden 
market can continue to be held on the same land adjacent to 
the tennis courts that was used in 2019. 
 

 
14. Pea Straw: Peggy is taking orders for pea straw; $8 a bale, 

minimum of 10 bales.  Contact Peggy ASAP if interested. 
 

15. Metal tree numbers:  Phil Hopley advised that Gill Miller, Head 
Gardener at the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens, has been in 
contact and that the numbered, metal tags bought by the club 
can now be attached to trees in the gardens.  This work will be 
done under Gill’s supervision by volunteers from the club.  As 



there are nearly 800 trees to be tagged the task will be 
undertaken at working bees during the course of the year.  
Expressions of interest from club members to assist with this 
work were sought at the meeting. Phil will contact Gill and then 
prepare a roster showing dates/times etc.  Phil also advised 
that although the tags were bought from the $5,000 the club 
agreed to donate towards tree signage in the gardens, a 
significant amount is still unspent ($4,650 approx.).  The 
remaining funds will be spent when the Shire advises that signs 
can be made. 
 

 
16. Garden work to support an East Gippsland community 

affected by the recent bushfires:  Marion advised that she, 
Judi and Peggy have formed a working group to discuss how 
best to allocate the $1,000 agreed by the committee to assist a 
fire affected community to establish a community garden or 
other garden related activity.  Various ideas have been 
discussed and Marion will keep the club informed. 
 

17. Visit to Buda garden: Wednesday 26 February at 10.30 am – 
sign-up sheet circulated. 
 

 
18. March meeting: Alan advised that Alison Pouliot, an 

internationally renowned expert on fungi, will be the guest 
speaker at the March meeting.  Her talk will be open to visitors 
for a fee of $5.  The talk has been advertised to a wide range of 
local organisations. 
 

19. Other business: Heather Spicer attended the Mount Alex 
Produce Swap advertised in the February MULCH.  She was 
impressed with the range of produce available and suggested 
that the flyer be placed in March MULCH for members who may 
wish to attend in the future.  The event is held on the last 
Sunday in each month at The Hub Garden, Templeton Street 
9.30-10.30 am.  All goods are placed on the share table then at 
10 am everyone is welcome to take what they would like.  It is 
not a direct swap, rather an informal swap and share. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.15 pm 



Committee Meeting  

Monday 9 March 2020, 2.00pm,  

Judy Hopley’s, 25A Church Street, Maldon 

     Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, Marion Cooke, 
     Jo Welsh, Peggy Munro, Tanya Grant, Judi Kent 
     Apologies:  None 

1.  Business arising from previous meeting 

1.1  Location for potting-up plants. 
 Edward Gollings has agreed that potting-up plants for the 

 garden market can be done at his home, 344 Barker Street, 

 Castlemaine.  Alan will arrange for a trailer load of potting 

 mix to be available on Wednesday, 29 April.  Judi to include 

 an item in March MULCH. 

 Action: Judi and Alan 

 

1.2  Arrangements for Alison Pouliot’s fungi talk in March. 

 It was agreed that Alison’s talk would commence at  

 7.30 pm, followed by any announcements that need to be  

 Made then supper.  No general meeting will be held.  Philip 

 Hopley to be asked to contact Wesley Hill Hall of  

 Management to enquire about availability of chairs as 

 members have noted that there appear to be fewer this 

 year.  It was agreed that where possible committee 

 members would bring folding chairs in case there is a 

 shortage. Treasurer to setup table at door to collect $5.00 

 entry fee from non-club members.  Alan will introduce 

 Alison – her talk is titled: Underground Lovers: Exploring  

 the Clandestine World of Fungi. 

 https://alisonpouliot.com/castlemaine-underground-lovers/.   

 

 Judi to publicise in March MULCH.  If they wish to,  

 committee members to make a small contribution towards 

 supper. 

 Action: Philip, John, Alan, Judi, committee members 

 

 

about:blank


2. 2020 calendar – organiser for end-of-year dinner. 
Jo agreed to contact Donna at Goldfields Café to book our end-
of-year dinner for Tuesday 24 November.  Nearer the date 
members will be asked to rsvp and pay.  Event to be publicised 
in relevant editions of MULCH. 
Action: Jo 
 
3. Support for Gippsland fire victims. 
Marion advised that she has made contact with relevant people 
with the response that it is too early to offer assistance in regard 
to establishing a community garden.  It was agreed to defer this 
matter until at least spring of this year. 
 

4. Distribution of newsletters and other items received by 
email. 

Peggy agreed to look at both print and email items received by 
the club and to note items of interest for inclusion in MULCH or 
at general meetings.  Judy to forward emails to Peggy. 
Action: Peggy/Judy  
 

5. Tagging trees at the Castlemaine Botanical gardens. 
Philip Hopley advised that he needs to liaise with Gill Miller at 
the gardens to organise the first tagging session.  Gill is 
currently on leave and will be contacted on her return.  An email 
advising the date/time will then be sent to all those who 
indicated their willingness to assist. 
Action: Philip 
 

6. Responding to Facebook queries. 
Discussion took place about responding to queries from the 
general public made to the Club’s FaceBook page.  At this 
stage, queries are occasional and it was agreed that John 
would endeavour to provide answers or to contact the 
committee for assistance. 
Action: John 
 

7. Arrangements during absence of MULCH editor and 
Secretary. 

John Barnier has agreed to act as MULCH editor during Judi’s 
absence.  He will meet with Judi this week.  Judy Hopley will 



still send MULCH to Legion for printing and to Club members 
via the group email distribution list. 
   
Discussion took place about the distribution of print copies of 
MULCH that are delivered rather than posted.  Judy Uren has 
taken over as co-ordinator of this task from Maxine.  It was 
agreed that the matter would be discussed at some time in the 
future.   
 
Discussion also took place about keeping the membership list 
up-to-date, particularly if members change their address, home 
or email.  Judi to place an item in March MULCH advising 
members to contact Maxine if they have new addresses. 
Action: Judi 
 
Jo Welsh has agreed to be Acting Secretary during Judy’s 
absence (April, May, June).  Judy to liaise with Jo.  Judy 
advised that she would be available to prepare the necessary 
paperwork for the July AGM. 
 
 

8. Items for agenda for next general meeting. 
None as there will not be a general meeting in March (see Item 
1.2). 
 
9. Paying guest speakers. 
Discussion took place about how we offer payment of $50.00 to 
guest speakers.  It was agreed that in future a cheque be made 
out in advance to the speaker and presented on the night in a 
thank you card.   

 
It was agreed that the daily limit for internet bank transfer be 
raised to $300.00. 
Action: John and Alan to arrange this at Bendigo Bank. 
 
 
 
10. Posies for Senior’s Week. 
Peggy advised that Senior’s Week organisers are keen to 
introduce inter-generational involvement in programs run during 
this week.  Pre-school, Primary and Secondary school 



teachers, parents and students could be involved in various 
activities including making posies and delivering them. 
The committee agreed in principle to support this idea. 
 
11. Suggestions for future speakers/items for MULCH 
Jo advised that Sue Albert suggested a session on wicking 
beds and perhaps including gardening tips in MULCH.  
Discussion took place about these suggestions and improving 
the Show and Tell segment at general meetings.  It was also 
suggested that members could be approached about opening 
their garden for club members to visit.  It was agreed that these 
suggestions be discussed further at the April Committee 
meeting.   
Action: Judy to place on agenda. 
 
12. Club outing in March 
Following the talk on fungi at the March general meeting it was 
agreed that an outing be held the following morning, 
Wednesday 25 March.  It was suggested that a book on fungi in 
Central Victoria be purchased from Stonemans Book Store and 
that participants be encouraged to bring their cameras.  The 
best fungi photo would receive the book as a prize.  Outing to 
be to the Oak Forest, Harcourt.  Car-pooling from the Octopus 
at 9.00 am or meet at the Oak Forest at 9.30 am.   
Action: Judi to place item in March MULCH and Alan to 
announce after Alison Pouliot’s talk. 
 

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 

Your membership is due now!  Pay on-line or 

John will accept cash at the meeting. 

BSB 633 108  A/C 104 908 280 



 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
  
 

The number of paid memberships for 2020 is 22. 

Following up on the visit to Buda the club renewed its membership - $210 

which included arrears for 2019 and payment up to end June 202Bank 

balance at end of February 2020 was $ 7,116.67. 



 

 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2020 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

     

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor’s Home Centre 

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
 24th March  
Alison Pouliot:   
Underground Lovers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee meeting 

11th April at Jo Welsh’s 

  

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($32 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


