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  President’s Report. 
I like to think that my automated irrigation system is looking 

after the watering of the veggie beds and fruit trees. It’s 

such a great idea, just set and forget, and the watering is 

looked after. But all is not as it appears. I’m not known for 

my visual awareness, in fact I’m known for my lack of it. My 

wife Pam on the other hand has remarkable powers of 

observation, tuning in to birds, animals, plants and all things 

visual. It is Pam who notices that a supposedly well-watered 

fruit tree is not looking very healthy, or that the tomatoes 

look as if they need more water. Not so, I say, because they 

are being watered regularly by the irrigation controller. On 

the other hand, I begin to notice that the water tanks seem 

to empty rather rapidly – what could be the cause of that? 

Eventually I find polypipe that’s come adrift at a join, so that 

water is being pumped out at a fast rate – hence the 

emptying water tanks – and the resulting lack of water 

pressure resulting in insufficient water to the intended 

plants – hence their sad appearance. I’ve started to work 

through all of the polypipe system adding the clamps to each 

join that should have been put on in the first place. There 

are hundreds of joins! So much for how quick and easy it is 

to set up the irrigation piping. Proof again of the old adage 

that it is quicker in the long run to do each thing properly 

the first time! 

I am now starting to renovate the veggie beds, the original 

setup being another rather rushed job that was not done all 

that well. I used metal retain-it posts for the corner 



connections and joins of the treated pine sleepers. They are 

a good system, but rather expensive. They need to be placed 

accurately, preferably concreted in place, if the result is to 

look neat and to stay that way over time. I hammered them 

roughly into place with a sledge hammer, resulting in 

sleepers leaning out and then leaning more over time. I also 

made use of twisted sleepers that I should have rejected at 

the hardware store. The veggie beds have worked well for 

eight years or so, so the result has not been too bad. My aim 

now is to set them up without retain-it posts, using new, 

straight sleepers, and making them two sleepers high. This 

will give room to build up and enrich the soil, and also stop 

soil from spilling over onto the wood-chip path. 

My interest in gardening seems to be a rather typical male 

one – I enjoy the setting up of infrastructure such as veggie 

beds and irrigation systems. Thankfully Pam is interested in 

plants and beauty, and so our lovely garden is mainly due to 

her planning, awareness and care. 

Your committee has many interesting speakers and 

excursions planned for the year, almost all now organised 

and confirmed. At our coming meeting on the 25th, Tom 

Comerford will talk about Buda Historic Home and Garden. 

Tom, who is a previous President of the garden club, has had 

a long association with Buda and has a passionate interest in 

history. The talk will be followed up with a visit to Buda on 

Wednesday 26th. Our guest speaker for March is Alison 

Pouliot, a renowned natural historian and environmental 

photographer, with a particular interest in fungi. Interested 



people who are not club members are also welcome, and 

should RSVP to the club’s email address. There will be an 

entry fee of $5 for non-members. It is intended that this will 

be followed by a guided walk in the Wombat State Forest – 

one of the few activities yet to be finalised. 

There are other items to be raised at the meeting, including 

the fixing of metal numbers to the trees in the botanic 

gardens, action to assist the local CFA’s and a suggestion 

regarding gardening help to an East Gippsland bushfire-

affected town. Membership fees are also due. If possible 

please pay them by direct deposit into the club’s account, 

making sure that you include your name in the reference or 

payee fields. 

In the meantime, keep enjoying this wonderful mild and 

somewhat wet weather. 

Until next time, 

Alan Isaacs. 

 

 

Bring it on! 

 

 

 

 



From the Royal Horticultural Society Journal 11/19 
‘It has long been known that trees provide environmental 

benefits.  Now hedges too, have been shown to capture 

rainwater and pollutants, reduce noise and provide shelter 

for a wide range of fauna. 

Tijana Blanusa, RHS Principal Horticultural scientist said leaf 

hairs, surface roughness and oval leaf shapes have been 

linked to the improved capture and retention of particulate 

pollutants.’ 

I have a pillar of Teucrium Fruiticans, which I am chuffed to 

claim, fits this criteria, though when I had reason to shake it 

after the recent Thursday big blow, dust flew out – 

pollutants no longer trapped? 

And From the AGE Newspaper 7/12/19 

Greening Cities. 

Horticulturalists around the world are devising ways to make 

urban spaces greener and the Dutch have turned their 

attention to bus stops. 

The city of Utrecht has planted sedums over the roofs of 316 

bus-stop shelters to support bees, help capture fine dust and 

collect stormwater.  And for a finishing touch, these shelters 

are fitted out with energy-efficient LED lights and bamboo 

bench seats. 

I love the ingenuity this climate crisis is creating. 

       Barbara Maund 

 



February Garden Club talk and visit. 

We are fortunate to have past club member and president, 

Tom Comerford coming to talk to us about the garden at 

Buda on Tuesday 25 February.  Tom has extensive 

knowledge about the history of this wonderful local 

landmark garden and has been involved in various roles as a 

volunteer at Buda for many years. 

On Wednesday, 26 February, Buda Garden Curator, Jill 

Hildebrandt, will provide a guided tour of the garden.  Meet 

at 10.30 am at 

Buda, 42 Hunter 

Street, Castlemaine.  

The tour will last for 

approximately one 

hour. 

https://budacastlemaine.org/ 



SCENEAROUND 

Seen around lately and in so many places.... belladonna and 

aggies. Not any of them in combination. But they would 

make a great patch somewhere in everyone’s garden that you 

didn’t have to water and where this once a year show would 

be a great hit! The belladonnas seemed to me to be earlier 

than usual so I checked back on my iPad pictures and they 

are about 2 weeks early. If I looked back on the old computer 

pictures would I find later dates for belladonna flowerings? 

 

I have been busy spreading my pea straw, trying to weed and 

water and cut back a bit before laying the mulch around. The 

weeds l just chucked back on the soil, feeding the soil as they 

decompose and making compost “in situ”.  It all adds to soil 

improvement. Compost is great and I do have compost piles 

where clippings, old dead grass etc are just left to do their 

own thing. Then some bins for the veggie and flower scraps 

and with lots of paper and whatever.  

 

Cooler mornings are leading us into early autumn and 

although we think of harvest the cockies and the kangaroos 

have already done that at my 

place. Little birds have started on 

the grapes and berries. Some 

plants and shrubs have berries and 

seed and they are beginning to 

colour but not much but promising 

things to come. 

 

Little green tips are appearing all 

over the place, heralding in the 

muster of grape hyacinths. Other 

bulbs to follow. One of the earliest 

to come has just met with a major setback. I think it must 



have been a kangaroo that sat on the emerging shoots. All but 

one were broken off. This is Urgenia maritima, a squill that is 

of Mediterranean origin and has the most beautiful tall spires 

coming out of great fat bulbs. They are like the belladonnas 

and the leaves come later. Tiny little Leucojum autumnale are 

just emerging too but most of them are in pots so are in a 

much safer spot. There’s one clump out in the wilderness 

beside the dam steps, so I will need to keep a watch there to 

see them when they flower, probably after the next rain! 

 

The very welcome rain has 

helped and hindered my 

scheme for spreading the 

pea straw. In an area under 

Malus Wisley, I now have a 

great crop of emerging 

peas........ but in another I 

have a new, very healthy crop of grass that should not be in 

garden beds. 

 

Remember to save seeds for Tanya for our Garden Market  

“GIVEAWAYS”.  Little birds have eaten lots of mine but 

there are still plenty to share.  

 

Inside I have a bunch of berries from Viburum opulus sterile 

Notcutts variety. This is a great tall shrub that has quite nice 

flowers in spring but the autumn berries is what we should all 

grow it for. They hand in clusters like cherries and as the 

season progresses they become red and like glistening jelly. I 

picked some nowhere near ready but the birds have been into 

everything early so beat them to it in this case.   This is a 

shrub that can grow very easily from cuttings so I will try to 

remember them when we have our potting up day for the 



Garden Market. Do you have suitable plants for this too? Try 

to remember them. 

 

Gardening is about sharing 

Happy gardening 

Keep well 

PEGGY M 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

One month on and my 

‘kid’s sandpit’ garden 

is coming along nicely 

 
   Judi K 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bushfire Relief: 
 

The committee decided to investigate the possibility of 

providing the makings and helping to set up a 

community garden for one of the smaller bushfire 

ravaged towns in Gippsland.  We are currently engaged 

in this pursuit.  More information as it comes to hand. 
 



 
Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Minutes 
Committee Meeting 

Monday 18 November, 2019 2.00 pm, 9 Tingay Drive, 
Campbells Creek 

 
Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, Marion 

Cooke, Jo Welsh, Peggy Munro, Tanya Grant 

 

Apologies:  Judi Kent 

 

1. Business arising from previous meeting: all matters 

finalised 

 

 

2. Garden market: The garden market organisers, Alan, John 
and Philip, met on 7 November to review the event.  
Committee members discussed the notes from this 
meeting and added further suggestions/comments.  Alan 
advised that positive feedback in regard to the new site 
had been received from stall holders.  The Castlemaine 
Tennis Club committee are meeting early in December 
and the Garden Club has expressed interest in using the 
car park site next year and into the future.   

3.  
In addition to the comments/ideas in the review notes, it 
was suggested that the Club approach Mount Alexander 
Shire about allowing parking on the Western Reserve on 
the day of the market.  It was also agreed that the entry 
table should be as close as possible to the street; that 
rostering members to help on the day be reviewed with 
members being asked where they would prefer to 



volunteer on the day; that a sign be made for the Club’s 
plant stall; that publicity about the market i.e. flyers and/or 
seed packets be handed out at the Artist’s and Farmer’s 
markets; that chairs be placed around the coffee van 
(already booked for 2020); that additional aprons be 
purchased; and that a stall holder selling vegetable 
seedlings be sought.   
 
John volunteered to approach a number of radio stations, 
local and in Bendigo and Melbourne, to have the market 
mentioned on their gardening segments. 
Action: John 
 
 
As Sue Spacey, who has arranged seed packets for the 
last few years may not be available in the future, Tanya 
agreed to organise the collection and packaging of seeds.  
It was suggested that another club member could be 
asked to assist Tanya with this task.  
Action: Tanya  
 
 
Alan noted that the first task for next year’s market is 
potting up plants for the Club’s stall.  A new location for 
undertaking this activity needs to be found as Sue 
Spacey’s home may no longer be available.  Members 
living in Castlemaine with large enough gardens to keep 
plants will be asked if they can assist. 
Action: Alan 
 
 

4. 2020 Calendar: Various suggestions for speakers/visits 
were discussed.  Judy to prepare a draft calendar and 
send to committee members for comment. 
Action: Judy 
 
 
Alison Pouliot, a fungi expert, has been confirmed as the 
guest speaker for the March meeting.  It was agreed that 



letters be sent to other garden clubs and similar 
organisations in the area, publicising the talk and inviting 
people to attend at a cost of $5.00 pp.  As Alison is a 
popular speaker an rsvp and prepayment via bank transfer 
would be required. 
Action: Judy 
The meeting closed at 4.00 pm. 

 
 

 
From the HUB: 
 

 

 

MT ALEX PRODUCE SWAP  

Give -Take - Share - Connect - Learn - Grow – Enjoy 

This monthly event brings people together to enjoy local home grown 

produce, chat with other locals, share gardening and sustainability ideas 

and connect over a cuppa.  

Last Sunday in each month. Next event 23rd February 2020.The Hub 

Garden (Enter through gate on Templeton St.) 9.30-10.30am (swap at 

10am) Everyone is welcome. 

What can I bring? Fruit, vegetables, herbs, seeds, skills, jars, eggs, honey, 

seedlings or baked goods.   

What if I don’t have much to share? Bring it along anyway.  Maybe you 

will next time or you’ll leave with seeds and inspiration to start your own 

little veggie patch.   

So how does it work? All goods are placed on the share table then at 

10am everyone is welcome to take what they would like.  It is not a direct 

swap, rather an informal swap and share.   

Contact: Naomi 0422 585 585 or naomi_raftery@yahoo.com.au  

  



Next Month: 
 
 
We have been 
lucky enough to 
secure Alison 
Pouliot for the 
March meeting.  
Her photography 
is spectacular, 
and her 
knowledge of 
fungi amazing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 

It was another quiet month for the accounts. 

Bank balance at end of January 2020 was $7,216.47 

 



 

 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2020 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor’s Home Centre 

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
 25th February 7pm 
Tom Comerford on Buda 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee meeting 

9th March 

Judy Hopley’s 

  

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($32 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


