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  President’s Report. 
At the end of the year I spent a week on a large farm property about 30 

minutes’ drive from Warwick, Queensland. The farm, which sits in a lovely 

valley, is a small community consisting of seven houses, most of them 

designed for two families. I go there at the same time each year, catch up 

with old friends and colleagues, and enjoy the trees, the wildlife and tree-

covered hills. This year however was markedly different. Some weeks 

previously fires, which started at the far end of the valley, had made their 

way down through the farm, some burning from the northern hill, moving 

across the valley and up the southern side, and other fires coming over the 

hill from the south. The local rural fire brigade came in before the fires 

neared the houses and cleared away nearby trees and bulldozed firebreak 

tracks. Three fire trucks and crews spent three weeks based on the farm 

ensuring day and night that the houses were saved, with volunteer 

firefighters from interstate and overseas. Thankfully the fire was not of an 

extreme intensity and most burnt areas should recover over the following 

couple of years. 

The farm, Warwick and the Granite Belt have suffered an extended drought. 

Many garden shrubs and trees have died and what plants remain are tough, 

drought-tolerant varieties. Pebble mulch has replaced tan bark, or gardens 

have been abandoned. 

Back home we are also seeing the effects of rising temperatures. Eight years 

ago we planted three snow gum hybrids which, until recently, thrived. One 

has now died and the remaining two look decidedly unwell. We now realise 

that snow gums are not an ideal choice of tree for our warming climate. 

Another poor choice was to plant a Paulownia – a tree that we had admired 

on the farm in Queensland. The Paulownias there were struggling; ours 

would need emergency life support every summer to keep it alive and it will 

obviously never thrive. We’ll replace it in autumn. Our Bacon variety avocado 

tree was chosen for its cold tolerance. It now for the first time has browning 

leaves, which makes me wonder about its heat tolerance. 

Life doesn’t remain static and change is inherent in life and the environment, 

but obviously the rate of environmental change has dramatically increased. 

As gardeners we must adapt and also accept the losses that will inevitably 

occur. Of course the loss of a tree or two is nothing compared to the 



devastating losses of life, houses and properties, livestock, wildlife and 

indeed whole townships which have occurred. And that devastation would 

have been so much worse if not for the herculean efforts of so many 

firefighters and other volunteers. 

So welcome to the new year, with the hope that in spite of the various 

challenges it will be a happy, healthy and rewarding time. Your committee 

has planned an exciting and interesting programme for the year, and a 2020 

calendar of events is included with this Mulch, with additional visits yet to be 

organised. I encourage all members to be involved with as many meetings 

and activities as possible, as it is your involvement which makes our club 

successful. The first activity for the year is our get-together in the 

Castlemaine botanic gardens starting around 7:00 pm on Tuesday 28th 

January. I hope to see you there. 

Until next time, 

Alan Isaacs. 

 

Coming Up: 
January 28th.  New Year Get Together.  We will meet at the BBQ area at the 

botanic gardens at 7pm.  Bring food to share, drinks, chair table. 

February 25th.  Tom Comerford  - Buda.   

February 26th  Club visit to Buda. 

March 24th  Alison Pouliot – Fungi.  Alison is an internationally renowned 

expert and speaker on all things fungi.  This meeting is open to non-members 

for a small fee.  Spread the word. 

 

Peggy’ Pearls 
SCENEAROUND 

It has been extremely hot and I guess there will be more extreme days 

for us and our gardens to get through. If you had ordered pea straw 

bales from Terry in Charlton with the Garden Club, it would have been 

delivered by now.  



A tip, don’t put it on your garden straight away.....wait till it rains or 

you have a chance to water. If you want to suppress weeds put it on 

thicker but if you are trying to keep moisture in make a compromise 

and put less on. If you can fluff it up a bit, and it rains or you water, 

more will penetrate into the soil. Test your soil moisture but sticking 

your figure about one knuckle into it. This is a good digital way of 

checking.  

Mulch, especially organic, vegetable or animal or wonderful compost 

will add to and improve your soil. Really anything that will cover and 

protect your soil will help. This season, I have just left all the bulb 

foliage and knocked down weeds to be my mulch in lots of spots in my 

space.  

Helping to protect your soil and plants from extreme heat helps too. 

Sometimes you can provide shade and that helps. I have been planting 

more trees in my garden each year for this purpose. They have been 

small plants (easier to make a small hole) and deciduous, to let winter 

sun into the garden. And I have nice autumn colour as well!  

Think of other ways you could add shade. A trellis, a hedge, a wall, a 

big beach umbrella, whatever, permanent or temporary. 

Survival of you and your plants is important. Choose good strong 

plants, right for your conditions. Often plants will cope with pretty 

awful soil if they have some protection from extremes in temperature 

and get adequate water. Test your soil to water only when it needs it. 

Usually early morning is best or try like I do, to water in the evening 

and then again in the morning for a good soak that will usually last well 

over a week, even in these conditions.  

This seems like preaching to the experienced but sometimes a reminder 

stirs us to do something a little different. And it might be worth a try. A 

glass of wine in hand when I water, always helps. And the company of 

little birds who like a sprinkle now and then, helps a boring task!  

I am not so sure about the cockies and the kangaroos that are into the 

fruit and the fruit trees! 

Do take care and choose the best options you have.  

Keep cool. 

PEGGY M 

 
 
 
 



Peggy notes that Terry – the pea straw man still has 

some bales left.  If you missed out, there may still be 

time.  Contact Peggy for details. 

 

So what to do when the ground is bare and the days 

are exhaustingly hot…………………….. 

Turn the kids sand pit into a raised bed for annuals 

and water them with the dishwater LOL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Treasurer’s Report  
 

It was a very quiet month for the accounts. 

Bank balance at end of December 2019 was $7,227.27 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
 28th January at the BOTS. 
7pm at BBQ area 
Bring food to share, chair, 

 table, drinks. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

   Committee Meeting 

  10th February at Marion’s 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


