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  President’s Report. 
Clive Blazey of the Diggers Club recently wrote about the impact of our 

warming climate on our gardens. Plants that we are used to planting, 

confident of their success, may not be viable over the next decades. He 

mentioned the silver birch as one. He also recommended planting trees from 

more tropical climes, such as the Australian tropical rainforest black booyong 

and the Argentine Ombu which will adapt better to warmer temperatures. Of 

this latter tree he writes: 

Phytolacca dioica — Ombu has a massive, swollen trunk which is a 

huge water storage vessel. It has the largest girth of any tree, 

reaching over 40 metres in circumference. The white flowers of this 

magnificent shade tree are a magnet for bees in spring. It is as 

practical as it is bizarre, growing rapidly in dry conditions and poor 

soil.  

Inspired by this, Pam and I have planted one of each – a black booyong and 

an Argentine Ombu. I hope they grow very quickly because I’d love to see 

them as mature trees in our garden. 

We oldies won’t see the main impacts of climate change over the coming 

decades. Spare a thought for the young, your grandchildren and their 

generation. When scientists make dire predictions about the possible 

outcomes by 2030, 2050 or the end of the century, that is their very real 

future and the future of their children. It’s no wonder that they are 

passionate about climate change and what they see as the inaction, or 

inadequate action, of governments around the world. 

I don’t have grandchildren, but I am mentor to a high school student who is 

passionate about this cause. For that reason I joined the crowd of a hundred 

thousand in the Treasury Gardens in Melbourne for the Global Climate Strike 

on Friday 20th. I was very impressed by the clarity and balance of the 

speeches, especially from the two year-11 students who were MC’s, one of 

them from Melbourne and the other from Castlemaine. Unlike our 

politicians, they took a very broad, cooperative approach that seeks to look 

after everyone’s interests, including those working in or reliant on fossil fuel 

industries. 



Not being the slogan-chanting type, I didn’t continue on to their march 

through the city streets. But I commend the passion and commitment of 

these young people and their preparedness to take action to protect the 

environment and their future. 

Preparations are continuing for the Garden Market and stall holders are 

beginning to return their application forms. John Macintyre has joined Phil 

Hopley and myself to assist with various aspects of the organisation. (Thanks 

to his efforts we will have a coffee stall again at this year’s market. The 

operator of last year’s coffee cart, who was meant to be with us again this 

year, had unfortunately accepted a booking elsewhere.) 

Remember that October 1st is a Tuesday, so our October meeting, on the 

fourth Tuesday as usual, will be on Tuesday 22nd. We’ll have some final 

Garden Market business on that evening, including handing out some 

advertising material for members to pass on to friends and acquaintances. 

See you then. 

Alan Isaacs. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Maxine is preparing a fun entry for the RHSV hanging basket 

competition.  Castlemaine and District garden club has had 

success in the competition previously and we hope this entry 

will “bring home the gold”.  More details will appear in 

MULCH closer to the event. 

   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

http://flickr.com/photos/stevepj2009/3338683485


 

 

 

Garden Market Raffle 
 Dear Members, 

We are once again collecting donations for our Major Raffle for the Garden 
Market. We have some potting soil so do not require any more. At time of 
printing there have not been many donations. Here are some ideas from 

our Raffle in 2018. 
 

Michael Mc Coy’s book -The Gardener 
Womens Weekly -Eat Well – Look Good 

Delightfully Printed Tea Towel 
Cooking book by Tamsin Day Lewis 

 
Garden Hose Connectors 

Long Handled Power Step Spade 
Adjustable Fan Rake 

Bypass Pruners 
Lawn Repair Seed 

Wire basket to decorate with plants 
Mug to enjoy in your garden 

Floral and Fruit Snips 
Weaved Basket 

Set of Hand tools 
Secateurs 

Kneeling Mat 
Gloves 

 
 

Etc 
 

Maxine is organising this Raffle and can be contacted on 0414 618 615. 
Thank you to everyone for their support in this venture. 

. 

 



Garden Club September Meeting: 

Many thanks to Peggy Munro and Marion Cooke, who 

treated us to a nostalgic wander through the history and 

development of the Castlemaine and District “Festival of 

Gardens”.  

Peter Robertson, Developmental Officer for the City of 

Castlemaine, and Ian Huxley, President of Promote 

Castlemaine, proposed the idea of a garden festival to be 

held in Cup Week as on off-year balance to the biennial 

Castlemaine State Festival, which at that time was also held 

in November.   

The first Festival of Gardens was run in 1991 with guidance 

and hard work by Peggy Munro, Ian Huxley and “Promote 

Castlemaine Inc.”  Financial pressure from the Kennett State 

Government moved the Castlemaine State Festival to April, 

meaning that one year both events were held in the same 

year.  

Initially, gardens were not 'selected' and anyone could enter: 

private gardens, nurseries, parks, the Botanical Gardens and 

galleries. Early years saw up to 52 entries. These days, 

prospective gardens are selected by people from outside the 

area to avoid bias. 



 

Production of the program booklet has been an expensive 

and time-consuming feat.  Jeff Hocking’s cheerful and quirky 

cover illustrations have become a well-loved tradition.  The 

first painting, done on wood, was auctioned to raise money 

towards printing costs. The programmes are now full of 

enticing colour photos of all gardens and usually accurate 

maps. Marion remarked that, “Doing the maps is one of the 

worst jobs.”  

Many members at the meeting added their own 

reminiscences to this very enjoyable evening. We certainly 

all admire the tremendous passion and enthusiasm of 

gardeners and organisers who have kept this festival going 

and growing for so long.    Allison McMillan 

 



 

 

Remember Peggy’s Pine cone - from a tree she grew 

from seed collected at Castlemaine Cemetery quite a 

few years ago?  A few near guesses as to its weight 

but no one was right on the cone!  475 grams!! 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: 22 October 

Gung Hoe Growers 

Talking Veggies. 



 

Posies for Senior’s fashion parade 

Beautiful posies 

made for the Senior’s 

fashion parade held 

on 17 September. 

Thanks to those who 

brought flowers and 

made these lovely 

arrangements and to 

Peggy for organising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/09/20/posies-for-seniors-fashion-parade/img_2094/
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Posies for Senior’s Week 

 

Thanks to Club 

members who made 

posies at Peggy’s and 

to those who 

delivered them to 

residents at Penhall, 

Ellery, Spencely and 

Thompson House.  Everyone had a happy time and 

the posies were much appreciated! 

 End of Year breakup 26th November. 

Goldfields Track Café, Harcourt. 
6 p.m. for 6.30 

The time is rapidly approaching for our end-of year breakup! 
Please call me, 

Sue Spacey, on 0403038352 or 5470 5834 to book your place. 
Will any participants who are still thinking about it, the ‘cut-off’ date will 

be at the next general meeting (22nd October). 
The meal will be a Buffet, with a selection of three meats, a 

medley of seasonal vegetables and Christmas pudding or 
Pavlova to follow. 

Refreshments can be purchased at the bar. 
The cost to members will be $20 per head. 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/71822892_740489983064829_1551391321741066240_n/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/73017675_740490123064815_4777504591077965824_n/
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https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/71782053_740490099731484_6331055254871736320_n/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/img-1473/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/img-1474/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/posies-for-seniors-week-2/72305551_740490003064827_5521554288666476544_n/


SCENEAROUND. 

So much is happening in the garden and all around the town. The 

plantings of euphorbia in the traffic islands are still looking great and 

grasses have been mowed and edges whipper snipped. I have done most 

of my mowing but my whipper snipper helper is away for a couple of 

weeks so that will have to wait.  

 

Have you noticed the nice ripples in the lake at the Bots. that aerate the 

water. I wonder what the birds think?  I went out to Marion C‘s to get 

some gunnera for my dam and her garden is looking great. I hope for 

success for the gunnera, that I planted in the muck at the northern end 

of the dam. That is an area with three great rocks that I want to develop 

into an interesting area of water and boggy plants. 

  

All the trees in my garden seem to have survived the heat of last 

summer ok. Even the fancy crataegus, that was moved by the bulldozer 

that cleaned out my dam, is showing a few new leaves after its ordeal. I 

do not know if it is not just its last gasp as it struggles in the new place, 

being put there by the said bulldozer (probably not really a bulldozer 

but some form of earth moving equipment). 

 

The crab apples and the fruit trees are lovely, and all the other 

deciduous trees are starting to make their moves too. I must remember 

to look at the parrotia to see its tiny red stamens that make such a show. 

Little feathery fluff is on the Chinese Pistascias. They are such good 

tree for this area.  

 

The spring bulbs are almost finished and some of the summery ones are 

starting. I have a lovely patch of a white sparaxis from David A that this 

year is making such a good show. Some of those found their way into 

the posies that we made for Seniors Week. Lovely flowers made a great 

showing in the dishes as they made their way into the back of Sue S’s 

car. More people to help to distribute them, would be an interesting and 

fulfilling experience for all. Think about helping for the Show Parade 

which is our next effort.  

 

We thought that flowers might be in short supply, but it is amazing 

what can be found in our gardens. And at show time there will be even 

more. Do try to help.  



 

The birds are around in our gardens too and busy nesting. Some are so 

beautiful and then others that look so great are such naughty pests we 

could do without them .......not really!  

 

I haven’t mentioned the weeds. They speak for themselves.  

I hope you enjoy your garden and don’t stress too much about the ups 

and downs.  

Think positive. 

Happy gardening. 

PEGGY M  

 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Minutes 

General Meeting  

Tuesday 24th September 2019 7.30pm, Wesley Hill Hall 

1. Welcome: Alan welcomed all those in attendance. 
 

2. Present: Heather Spicer, Marion Cooke, Jean Lorenz, Sue 
Spacey, Edward Gollings, Lynda Prest, Bev Tozer, Alison 
McMillan, Judi Kent, Elizabeth and John Barnier, Martin 
and Glenda Byrne, Sue Albert, Marion Downe, Sue 
Grimes, Maxine Tester, Peggy Munro, Alan Isaacs, 
Gordon Sanson, Jenny Read, John MacIntyre, Helen 
Morris, Ann and Gabe Roman, Barbara Maund, Ian 
Johnston, David Averay. 
 

3. Apologies:  Kaye Sinclair, Pam Isaacs, Jenny Nuske, Phil 
and Judy Hopley, Jo Welsh. 
 

4. Correspondence:  Alan suggested that anyone who 
usually read the correspondence wait until Judy Hopley 
returns Thursday and contact her directly. 
 

 



5. General business 

5.1 Garden market – Sunday 3rd November.  A roster will be 

drawn up including all members of the club.  If the time is 

inconvenient, members are requested to arrange a swap with 

someone else.  The market opens at 8am so the set up crew 

will need to be there before that.  It finishes at 1pm so the 

close down crew will be needed then.  During the market, 

members will be needed on the gate, manning the till and 

selling plants.  Maxine is again organising the raffle.  She 

suggests that a $10 donation paid directly to her is an 

alternative to buying something for the raffle.  If providing 

goods, make sure it is new and garden related.  If you have a 

query, email Maxine on <maxinet@ozemail.com.au>.   

     5.2 End of year dinner – Sue Spacey explained that the 

dinner is a buffet style and cost to members is $20 per head 

with the club subsidising the rest.  The easiest way to pay is 

by direct deposit.  Include your name as reference.  Any 

special food requirements please contact Sue Spacey who 

will pass this on to the café. 

 

5.3 October general meeting preview – The Gung Ho growers 

will be talking on organic vegetable growing.  They are unable 

to arrange a garden visit at this time, but do occasionally have 

open days. Check Mt Alexander Fruit Gardens webpage for 

details. 

5.4 RHSV hanging basket competition: Peggy explained that 

Castlemaine Garden Club has entered before and we usually 

enter something out of the box.  Anyone with ideas for a 

hanging basket, please contact the committee so that an entry 

can be prepared.  The baskets are displayed at the 

International Garden Show in Carlton. 



5.5 Suggestions for 2020 speakers/events:  A clipboard is 

being passed around. Return trip to Melton Botanic Gardens.  

Revisit some of the things that didn’t work this year. 

5.6 Posies for Senior’s week: Peggy spoke on the posies made 
last week and reminded members that posies for senior’s 
week was imminent.  Meet at Peggy’s at 10am Tuesday 8th 
with lots of posies needed.  Suggested that Judy send out a 
reminder email to all members. 

6.  Other business:  Peggy noted the following events. 

6.1 Rosemary Davies will be speaking at our library on 

Thursday 24th October. 

6.2 Seniors forum on making changes to your garden to make 

it more sustainable for ageing gardeners.  Wednesday 9th 

October 1.30pm- 4.30pm. 

6.3 Macedon Garden Club event 5th and 6th October.  Entry 

$12 – Get there early to ensure entry and a car park. 

6.4 Book launch on Saturday 12th Oct.  Pen and ink drawings 

depicting places in Castlemaine that are no longer present. 

Meeting closed at 8.00pm 

Minutes 

Committee Meeting  

Monday 7 October, 2019 2.00 pm, 9 Tingay Drive, Campbells 

Creek 

 

Present:  Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, Marion Cooke, Jo 

Welsh, Tanya Grant, Peggy Munro, Judi Kent and Maxine Tester 

for Hanging Basket item. 

Apologies:  Alan Isaacs 



 

1. Business arising from previous meeting 

 

a.  Request to borrow club IT equipment:  No longer 

required due to event not going ahead. 

b.  All other business ongoing or completed. 

 

2. Castlemaine Show Parade 

 

The committee agreed that at the October General 

Meeting Alan should ask for volunteers to hand out posies 

during the Parade.  If there are no or insufficient volunteer 

numbers on the night then it was agreed that the Club 

would not participate in the 2019 Show Parade.  Seed 

packets already prepared could be handed out to people 

attending the Garden Market 

Moved:  Judi Kent  Seconded: Marion Cooke 

Action: Alan 

 

3. Garden market 

  

John reported that the paddock used for the Garden 

Market is no longer under the control of the Department of 

Education and has reverted to the Department of Treasury 

and Finance.  Recently the land has been re-fenced with a 

new gate and entry bollard installed.  The Club has been 

advised that the site is no longer available for public use. 

 

Marion agreed to contact Maree Edwards, Victorian State 

Member for the Legislative Assembly, representing the 

Electorate of Bendigo West, to put a case for the Club to 

have use of the land for at least this year.  Failing a 

response from Maree, Marion will contact the Office of the 

Premier, Daniel Andrews. 

 



John is meeting with Peter McConnell, the Principal of 

Castlemaine Primary School, to ascertain whether the 

market could be held on the school site. 

It was suggested that the market could perhaps be held 

either on the Western Reserve or on the vacant land on 

the corner of Barker Street and Halford Street. 

Action: Marion and John 

 

Garden Market raffle – notice to appear in MULCH. 

 

4. End-of-year dinner  

 

Last date for rsvp’s and payment of $20 is at the October 

General Meeting, Tuesday, 22 October.  To date 34 

people have paid.  Notice to also appear in October 

MULCH. 

 

5. 2020 calendar 
 

a.  Quote from Alison Pouliot 
 
The committee agreed that we should accept Alison 
Pouliot’s quote of $295.00 to speak at the March 
General Meeting, Tuesday 24 March, 2020. 
Alison is a world renowned expert on fungi and an 
excellent presenter. 
It was also agreed that the meeting be advertised to 
the general public with a charge of $5.00 for non-club 
members who rsvp to attend. 
Action:  Judi Kent to contact Alison 
 
Judy Hopley agreed to contact Gayle Osborne, 
Wombat Forestcare Inc., to ask if she would be 
prepared to lead an excursion to look at fungi in the 
Wombat State Forest on Saturday, 28 March, 2020. 
Action:  Judy Hopley 
 

b.  December meeting to organise 2020 Calendar 



 
A committee meeting will be held at a date to be 
advised in December, specifically to discuss the 2020 
calendar of speakers and events.  Members are 
encouraged to suggest topics, speakers and outings.  
A suggestions sheet will again be circulated at the 
October General Meeting and a reminder will also be 
given in October MULCH. 
Action:  Judy and Alan 

 

6. Agenda for general meeting 
 
The following items are to be included on the agenda for 
the October General Meeting:  Participation in Show 
Parade; Garden Market; End of year dinner; Hanging 
Basket competition entry; Suggestions for 2020 calendar. 
 

7. Publicising forthcoming speakers in Mulch 
 
Speaker(s) for the each General Meeting to be advertised 
prominently in the relevant monthly edition of MULCH. 
Action: Judi Kent 
 

8. Volunteer to organise delivery of pea straw 
 

Tanya advised that pea straw will not be available until 
after January 2020.  Peggy agreed to coordinate the 
ordering and collection of money for those interested in 
purchasing a minimum of ten bales, at $8 per bale, for 
delivery to their property.  Peggy will advise via MULCH 
when pea straw is available. 
Action: Peggy 
 

9. RHSV Hanging Basket competition 2020 
 
The Club has entered the 2020 RHSV Hanging Basket 
competition with Maxine coordinating our entry.  A design 
was agreed by the committee with Marion and Peggy 
offering to assist.  



 

10. Garden tours – offer by Bendigo travel agent 
 
The committee agreed that overseas garden tours 
organised by a travel agent are not within the scope of the 
Club to promote/organise. 
Action:  Judy to advise travel agent 
 

11. Storage of club equipment 
 

Judi Kent agreed that Club equipment could be stored in a 
shed on her property.  Equipment includes gazebos, 
tables, line marker and other items. 
 
The meeting closed at 3.15pm 
 
 
 
 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Inc 
Profit and Loss Statement 
For the period from 01/07 2019 to 30/09 2019 
30/09 2019  
 
 Income 

Christmas dinner fee 380.00 

Garden Market Insurance 20.00 

Garden Market Stalls 160.00 

Membership fees 2019 20.00 

Raffle 92.00 

Trading table 67.00 
Total — Income 739.00 
Less: Expenses 

Consumer Affairs - annual fee 59.20 

Donations 351.00 

Magazine subscriptions 104.15 

Printing - Mulch 190.92 

Printing - Other 34.65 

Raffle prizes 24.25 

Speaker fees 50.00 

Sundry expenses 4.95 
Total — Expenses 819.12  
Net profit (loss) (80.12)  

 



 

We received the following invitation from Maryborough and 
District Garden Club.  Would members wanting to attend 
please contact Judi Kent on 5474 2227 (leave a message), 
text to 0459 026 581 or email to judik1@skymesh.com.au 
before Wednesday 23rd and I will collate and reply on your 
behalf.  Please indicate if you would like to car pool from 
Castlemaine or will go directly to Maryborough.  

 
 
 
 
 

To District Garden Clubs Interclub Visit 2019 
Maryborough and District Garden Club Inc are hosts 
for the 2019 event.  We invite 
Castlemaine and District Garden Club members 
To join us as follows for an afternoon of enjoyable 
social exchange. 
This year we will be visiting the Winning Garden of 
2018 Central Goldfields Garden Competition section 
“Best Garden in the Shire” and you are all invited. 

Date:  Sunday 27th October 2019 
Time:  1.30pm to approximately 4pm. 

Please meet at the Maryborough Resource Centre, 
corner Nolan and Alma Streets. We will leave from 
here – car pooling if required. 
 
This is a farm garden set amongst the countryside of 
Bealiba.  It is suitable for members needing walking 
aids.  Afternoon tea will be provided in the Bealiba 
Town Hall. We look forward to welcoming your 
members to this garden on Sunday 27th October. 
 

mailto:judik1@skymesh.com.au


 
 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
22nd October 
Gung Hoe Organic 
Vegetables  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

 11th November at Judi Kent’s 

3095 Harmony Way, Faraday 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


