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  President’s Report 
I am honoured to be your new President and will do my very best to carry on 

the traditions of the club and see it prosper. Thankfully it is not all up to me – 

we have a great committee and those are the people who share around the 

work and make our club function so well. I am very pleased to welcome back 

Peggy Munro, a Life Member and past President; Judy Hopley has stepped 

forward to become our new Secretary; Marion Cooke continues as 

immediate Past President; Jo Welsh, Tanya Grant and Judi Kent continue as 

committee members, and John Macintyre continues as our very able 

Treasurer. Phil Hopley will continue in his role with equipment support, 

garden market co-organiser and general person-who-pitches-in-and-gets-

things-done. He deserves many thanks from all of us. 

I’d especially like to thank Sue Spacey who leaves the committee after years 

of contribution providing cakes for our meetings, and organising garden 

visits, bus trips, the end-of-year dinners and many other social events. 

We would however like to see new people getting involved with the 

committee or assisting with organising events. There is a need for an 

understudy/replacement for Judi Kent, our Mulch editor, who will be away 

for a number of months next year. It’s a great opportunity to develop your 

computer skills (or put your good skills to use) and put your own stamp on 

Mulch, initially working with Judi’s guidance. We also would welcome new 

ordinary committee members – it’s not onerous and our meetings are most 

enjoyable. Speak to any committee member at the next meeting. 

It’s particularly pleasing to have resolved to use our excess cash by donating 

$5,000 to the Council for use in the Botanic Gardens for tree identification 

(note: still to be finalised by council). Some of this has already been 

contributed by way of metal number tags. One number will be attached to 

each tree in the gardens, allowing 

identification and information via some sort of 

on-line app in the future. 

Up here on the Elphinstone Hill, I am 

welcoming our annual crop of capeweed, 

which promises to be one of the best blooms 

yet. A few years ago, I decided to get rid of it – 



I’d visited some open gardens which had lovely capeweed-free lawns – and 

bought a recommended herbicide and back-pack sprayer. I spent many 

rather arduous hours spraying, small square by small square, and it did 

indeed make a subtle difference to the amount of capeweed. I had been 

advised that it would take seven years of assiduous spaying to eliminate it, 

and I thought I was up to the challenge. 

Thankfully, common sense prevailed. I realised that I 

didn’t want to cover our beautiful one-and-a-half-acre 

property with herbicide, year after year. I also realised 

that there was no way that we could maintain a lovely 

weed-free lawn. Moreover, I’ve come to quite like the 

capeweed. It’s fills the ’lawn’ with green for half the year, 

has yellow flowers that the bees love, and dies off in 

summer. 

The reality is that there is no way that I can 

really control all of the weeds that grow on our 

property. Where possible I pull out the mallow, 

and yank handfuls of oxalis, but in general they 

are here to stay until a younger, more 

determined (and energetic) owner comes along 

– and I just hope that they don’t resort to the 

chemical option. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next General Meeting on Tuesday 27th. 

 

 

 



July Meeting 

 

At our AGM we were lucky 

to have Kevin Walsh as a 

guest speaker.  Kevin gave 

us a virtual guided tour of 

some of the gardens of 

Spain.  During the talk, 

Kevin pointed out the 

similarity between the 

Spanish climate and ours 

here in Castlemaine and 

District.  This means that 

many of the plantings evident throughout the 

gardens of Spain would work equally well in 

our gardens. 

Notedly, many of the gardens he visited 

focussed of greenery rather than colourful 

plantings.  Form and texture were the focus 

and many formal 

buxus, and the 

like, hedges were 

evident. 

The use of water within courtyard gardens to act 

as a coolant for the area was clear.  Some of the 

early irrigation ideas could still work for us 

today.  

   PHOTOS BY Phil Hopley 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/07/26/agm-and-talk-on-gardens-of-spain-by-kevin-walsh/img-1201/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/07/26/agm-and-talk-on-gardens-of-spain-by-kevin-walsh/img-1203-1/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/07/26/agm-and-talk-on-gardens-of-spain-by-kevin-walsh/img-1204/


From: John Bentley <john-bentley@bigpond.com> On Behalf Of Friends 

Melton BG 

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 2:03 PM 

To: acmcooke@gmail.com; maxinet@ozemail.com.au 

Subject: Melton Botanic Garden Seat Plaque  

Dear Castlemaine and District Garden Club,  

Many thanks for your $500 donation.  We hope to be installing the seat in next 

couple of months. The seat pad formwork has been prepared and seat ordered. 

The plaque proof from Replas is attached.  Please let me know ASAP that you 

are happy with it so the seat can be dispatch to the garden. 

Regards, John. 

John Bentley 
President, Friends of the Melton Botanic Garden 

FMBG Patron: Jane Edmanson OAM 

PO Box 2381 
Melton South, Victoria 3338 
Phone: +613 9743 3819 
Mobile: 0412 762 531 
Web: https://www.fmbg.org.au  
Email: president@fmbg.org.au  

 

mailto:john-bentley@bigpond.com
mailto:acmcooke@gmail.com
mailto:maxinet@ozemail.com.au
https://www.fmbg.org.au/
mailto:fpresident@fmbg.org.au


SCENEAROUND 

 

I have had a busy day today, meeting and lunch at Buda with Goldfields 

Roses and Garden Group, and then home to work in the garden. I was 

thinking that I had better mow while the grass is drier and was sort of 

dreading the idea. But Rod came to my rescue and he mowed and 

whipper snipped while I planted out some treasures that were given to 

me yesterday, by Diane T.  

 

Everything looks wonderful just now, nearly on dark, but the bulbs are 

shining away in their white and yellow with the blue of Iris 

ungulicularis here and there around the spaces. Over the years this 

combination of those bulbs and that Iris do their wonderful bit with 

very little interference from me.  

Gradually I am hoping for more areas in my garden to be at that level 

where things happen seemingly all by themselves.  

 

I am looking forward to some different flowers as the spring comes 

along. 

Our garden club have been asked to do/ make five posies for a Fashion 

Parade that is a fund raiser for Seniors Week. Then remember that we 

will do the posies as we usually do for Seniors Week itself. 

 

So two dates to remember, 17th September for the bunches of flowers 

for the Fashion Parade and lots and lots of posies for Seniors Week 

early October for our usual run around to our friends at Penhall, Ellery 

House and the others at the Castlemaine Hospital.  

 

We will do all of our preparation at my place so do come if you can, 

with flowers and greenery, to make both occasions very special. 

Of course I will remind you when those dates get nearer. 

 

The dates for spring are getting nearer too and winter will be over. It 

feels like spring today, but the weather tomorrow might just be as cold 

and miserable as some days that we have had lately.  

Did you get some SNOW? 

 

There have been great rains with some of that terrible weather so that 

has been a blessing. Since the beginning of April I have had about 10 



inches in the old measurement, 258.0mm up till the 11th of August, 

using the rain gauge at the bottom of my garden. 

 

I noticed today that the blossom from my very old almond tree, that the 

cockies pick and chuck on the drive, all seem to land the right way up. 

Bees are busy in the tree and even are gathering nectar from those 

flowers on the ground. 

 

Blossom trees will be all the rage in the next few weeks with cherry 

plums first then the special ones of crab apples and medlars and quinces 

and pears and all of your favourites too. By September everything 

should be looking wonderful. 

I hope by that time I will be winning against the weeds. 

 

Happy gardening everyone. 

Keep well and enjoy the special surprises that come in your garden. 

PEGGY M 

 

 

 

 
 

As our new office bearers 

begin their service, we take a 

moment to thank the previous 

office bearers and committee 

members; in particular, our 

outgoings- president, Marion, 

secretary Jo, and social 

secretary Sue Spacey. 

 

 

 



Companion Planting: 

One of the earliest encounters with the theory of companion 

gardening is seen in this quote from Virgil dated 31BC. 

“I once saw an old man who had a few acres of abandoned land, the 

soil too poor for ploughing or grazing and unfit for vines.  Yet he 

planted potherbs here and there among the scrub, and around them 

white lilies, verbena and scanty poppies, by his energy he matched the 

wealth of kings.  As he came home at night, he would pile high his table 

with unbought produce.  He was the first to pick roses in spring and 

apples in autumn. He was the first to abound in full-grown bees and a 

powerful swarm, to squeeze the combs and gather the fermenting 

honey.  Limes he had and laurustinus in plenty.  As many were the 

fruits which the vigorous tree clad herself in early blossoming as were 

retained full ripe in autumn.  He planted out late elm-shoots in rows, 

and plums already fruiting and planes giving shade to drinkers.” 

Virgil, Georgics 1V, 31BC (abridged from James Rhoades’ translation, London 1881.) 

So how does it work? 

Companion planting deals with very faint effects.  Flowers keeping 

beneficial insects fed between crops are an intrinsic part of the garden, 

maintaining numerous predators and pollinators.  Their effect, 

although small initially, adds up over time and show up most of all 

during difficult conditions. 

We are used to compartmentalising our garden into the flower beds, 

the herb garden, the vegetable patch, the orchard, and also 

subdividing the inhabitants of the garden into wildlife, the livestock 

and the gardener.  Companion planting insists that we adopt the 

holistic approach and see the garden not only as a whole but part of 

the global environment. 

Weeds become a managed resource rather than a curse, as do pests 

such as wasps and even birds. 



The Different Ways Companion Planting Works: 

Plants may help each other directly (providing shelter from wind or 

sun; root and leaf secretions; root channels). 

Plants may help each other indirectly by improving soil (mineral 

accumulators; green manures; humus and texture improvers). 

The wrong plants may compete with and/or directly harm others 

(competition as such; root and leaf secretions; replant disease). 

Some plants may help others if they are present in a small proportion 

but hinder or harm them as the ration increases. 

Plants may repel harmful insects or attract them away from other 

plants (protective, camouflage, sacrificial and trap plants). 

Plants may support insect populations which are beneficial to other 

plants (pollinators, predators and parasites to help pest control). 

Plants may repel other and larger pests. 

Plants may attract birds and other creatures which prey on pests 

and/or are generally beneficial. 

Plants may reduce the incidence of fungal or other diseases in nearby 

plants. 

Plants may be attractive and/or beneficial to animals and people. 

 

Excerpts from ‘Bob Flowerdew’s Complete Book of Companion 

Gardening’ Revised Edition 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Facebook page is up and running. It is open to all; members are 

encouraged to share pictures and links that relate to gardening.   

Be sure to find the page and click on LIKE and Follow us. Search for 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club or click on this link:  

https://www.facebook.com/CastlemaineGardenClub/  

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CastlemaineGardenClub/


SURVEY - re meeting time 
 

A big thank you to all those members who replied to our 

survey and those who, although not replying, indicated that 

they would be happy with the majority decision.  There were 

a total of 17 replies from our 63 households, about 27%. 

Thank you also for the thoughtful comments and suggestions, 

all of which have been aired in committee. 

 

Almost twice as many participants voted to retain Tuesday 

evening and for the present it has been decided to keep to 

the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30 start, 9.00pm finish, 

at the Wesley Hill Hall.  Keeping in mind our membership 

ride-sharing is encouraged.  Please ask. 

 

Meeting format, depending on the situation at the time, is 

unchanged.  The general meeting will be followed by supper, 

before the speaker. 

 

In response to members contributions, the mid-winter 

meeting at the hospital Auditorium will revert to an ordinary 

meeting, to be held at Wesley Hill Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

morning afternoon evening 

2 6 11 

 

Once again, a big thank you for your response.  We all look 

forward to another interesting year with C&DGC. 

 

Jo Welsh and the Committee 
  



 

 

 

 



General Meeting   Tuesday, 23rd July 2019 

 

Welcome: Meeting open 6.30pm 

Attendees:  Elizabeth Barnier, John Barnier, Glenda Byrne, Martin Byrne, 

Alec Cooke, Marion Cooke, Marion Downe, Edward Gollings, James Grant, 

Tanya Grant, Sue Grimes, Deborah Hambleton, Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs, 

Dennis Kent, Judi Kent, Jean Lorenz, Lissa McIldowney, Alison McMillan, 

John MacIntyre, Barbara Maund, Peggy Munro, Ann Roman, Gabe Roman, 

Peter Rotteveel, Mike Spacey, Sue Spacey, Heather Spicer, Maxine 

Tester, Judy Uren, Jo Welsh, Jenny Reid and Gordon Samson 

Apologies: Lorna Anstey, Mary Carrall, Judy Hopley, Helen Morris, Kit 

Morris, Jenny Nuske and Kay Sinclair. Visitors: Gillian Miller, Jenny Reid 

and Gordon Samson. 

General Business: 

1. Posies - six posies are needed for the fashion parade 17th 

September at the Anglican Church Hall ($6 entry) for the Senior’s 

Festival.  We have volunteered to make these.  More info closer to the 

time.  Thanks to Peggy Munro. 

2. Friends of the Ironbark Forest have objected to the MASC to 

the displayed plans for the new supermarket.  The landscaping involves 

the use of plants which are considered as weeds in this area or are 

unsuitable to this locality, such as Cootamundra wattle, peppercorn tree, 

ivy and fountain grass. 

Judy Uren moved that: The club sends letters to MASC and Friends of 

the Box Ironbark Forest supporting the Friends objection to the planting 

planned for the supermarket.  The letter is to state that we do not 

object to the supermarket itself.  The club feels that the most 

appropriate group to consult about plant suitability would be the Friends 

of the Box Ironbark Forest. 

Peggy Munro seconded the proposal. 

The motion was carried. 

3. Bus Trip: disappointingly there is not enough support for this 

venture and it is cancelled. 

4. Survey: Please contribute your ideas to the club’s survey by the 

next c/tee meeting. 

5. Show & Tell: Peggy shared her information on the beautiful 

galanthus that is now on show in our gardens. 

Meeting closed: 7.00pm 



Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Minutes 

Committee Meeting  

Monday 12 August 2019 2.00pm, 51 Wright Street, Elphinstone 

Present: Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, John MacIntyre, Marion Cooke, Peggy 

Munro, Jo Welsh, Philip Hopley 

Apologies: Tanya Grant, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey 

 

1. Computer for club use: It was agreed that the Club 

purchase a laptop up to the price of $500, for use by guest 

speakers who have PowerPoint presentations.   

Moved:  Marion  Seconded: Alan 

Action:  John and Philip to liaise re purchase 

 

2. Garden Market:  Alan has met with Peter McConnell, 

Headmaster, Castlemaine Primary School and been 

advised that the paddock used by the club for the annual 

garden market should be available for the foreseeable 

future.  As this year’s market coincides with the Hedge, 

publicity flyers will be available at the entry desk. 

Action:  Alan and Philip to meet to discuss 2020 

market arrangements 

 

3. Meeting time survey:  Jo presented the results of the 

survey.  There were 17 responses.  As there was no clear 

mandate from members to change the meeting time, the 

committee agreed that it should remain at 7.00 for 7.30 

pm. 

 

Several members took the opportunity to provide 

comments and these were discussed by the committee.  

Jo to provide outcome and a summary of comments for 

Mulch. 

Action: Jo 



 

The committee made suggestions about the following 

comments. 

 

Comment: poor acoustics in the hall.  Philip advised that 

speakers have the option of a clip-on or handheld 

microphone.  He will reposition the speaker and Jo will 

see if she has a stand that could be used. 

Action: Jo and Philip 

 

Comment:  that there be a “show and tell” table.  Peggy 

suggested that at the meeting coinciding with the change 

of season, members could perhaps bring along items of 

seasonal interest. 

 

Comment: format of meetings – supper follow guest 

speaker.  The committee agreed that the current format of 

meetings should be retained i.e. general meeting, supper 

followed by guest speaker.  This ensures that all attending 

have an opportunity to socialise during the supper break, 

rather than leaving directly after the speaker. 

 

Comment: no meetings in June/July.  It was agreed that 

the fish’n’chip night held at the auditorium, Castlemaine 

Health, revert to a regular general meeting at Wesley Hill 

with a guest speaker. 

 

4. Update on speakers for August meeting: Three speakers 

from the club confirmed – John MacIntyre, Alan Isaacs 

and Sue Grimes.  Visit to Sue Grimes garden on 

Wednesday 28 August at 2.00pm to be confirmed. 

Marion to send information to Judi Kent for Mulch 

Action: Marion to contact Sue.  Marion to send Judi 

Kent information 

 



5. Speaker for September meeting: Marion and Peggy will 

jointly present on the origins and current status of the 

Castlemaine Festival of Gardens.  Visit to their gardens 

the following day, Wednesday 24 September. 

Action: Peggy and Marion 

 

6. September bus trip:  cancelled due to low numbers.  Alan 

to ask Judi to place item in Mulch. 

Action: Alan 

 

7. Audit of club accounts: John to contact George Milford to 
arrange to have accounts audited and to follow up on the 
club’s membership of Buda. 
Action: John 
 

8. Annual return to Consumer Affairs:  Judy to follow up 
online lodgement of return and liaise with John for 
accounts information. 
Action: Judy and John 
 

9. Committee (Social Secretary, Mulch Editor, others?):  Alan 
advised that in his President’s report for Mulch he will 
encourage members to become involved either by 
becoming committee members or nominating to organise 
specific events e.g. social events.  It was agreed that Sue 
Spacey should be acknowledged at the end-of-year dinner 
for the wonderful job she has done as Social Secretary.  
Peggy suggested that an interested club member may like 
to learn from Sue about her work on social activities. 

 

At the next meeting Peggy will ask for volunteers to make 
posies for a fashion parade being held on 17 September 
at the Anglican Church hall, Castlemaine to provide funds 
to support the Mount Alexander Seniors Festival. 
Volunteers will also be needed to make and deliver posies 
during Senior’s week early in October. 
Action: Peggy 
 



10. Publicity for donation to Castlemaine Botanical Gardens: 
Alan advised that he has provided a letter of support re 
the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens to Mount Alexander 
Shire Council’s funding application to Growing Victoria’s 
Botanic Gardens grant program.  Philip has spoken with 
Gill Miller about publicity in the local paper for our 
donation of $5,000 to the gardens but this cannot take 
place until funding for the development of the gardens is 
secured.  The Shire’s media officer will then handle 
publicity. 
 

11. End-of-year dinner:  Jo advised that Sue Spacey has 
booked the Goldfields Track Café in Harcourt.  Jo will 
follow up with Sue to see if she needs any assistance. 
 

12. Facebook page:  John advised that he and Judy are 
admins for the club’s Facebook page.  John will send Judi 
an item for Mulch encouraging members and their friends 
to follow the page and share garden related items. 
Action: John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

The profit and loss statement below is as of end July 2019. This 
is the first month of the new financial year and reflects 
movements for July only. We have made a donation to the 
Castlemaine Botanic Gardens - $351 for tree numbers as 
described by Phil Hopley at the July meeting. We have also 
spent $104.15 for magazine subscriptions for the Castlemaine 
library - Organic gardener and NZ Gardener 

 

Bank balance at end July is $6,265.47. 

 

 



Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
27th August 
Members’ night 
Sue Grimes; Alan Isaacs, 
 John MacIntyre. 
Subject of member’s choice. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

9th September at Hopley’s 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


