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Our Quince tree in the golden glow of a 

later winter afternoon.  Judy Hopley. 
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President’s Report:  

Well this is my final President’s report/message as my two years in the role 

ends at the upcoming AGM.  It doesn’t seem like two years but I’ve noticed 

that time seems to move faster the older you get.  Anyone agree?? 

I’ve taken advantage of a break in the rainy weather and have been out 

weeding this morning but I am afraid the cold wind got to me – much nicer 

inside although looking out the window the sun is shining.  I hope we don’t 

get the ferocious winds the BOM is predicting. 

Our last meeting was held up at the hospital in the auditorium where we 

enjoyed our take-away meals and the majority of the video of Highgrove 

House with Prince Charles and Alan Titchmarsh.  It was lovely to see so many 

brave souls in attendance.  Peggy spoke about the Hanging Basket 

competition at the Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show for 

next year.  She has some great ideas and will expand on these at a workshop 

to be held sometime in the not too distant future. 

Our next meeting incorporates the AGM and I would urge every one of you 

to give consideration to taking on a role on the committee, we really want 

the club to continue. 

I am looking forward to sharing some lovely soup and sweets prepared by 

you.  Please remember to bring along enough to share.  We start at 6.30pm 

with our regular meeting then partake of our 

meal.  We will then conduct the AGM with 

election of Office bearers. 

Our guest speaker will be Kevin Walsh talking to 

us about the Gardens of Spain that he visited last 

year. 

Hope to see you 

there. 

Marion Cooke. 

 

Remember the kind 

donation of peonies?  

Cuttings in flower already! 



SCENEAROUND. 

 

It has been wet and more wet and cold and more cold but with pleasant 

sunny bits in between. Yesterday before it started to rain again I mowed 

grass. Not everywhere but especially my track to the rain gauge. I was 

getting wet feet on my daily run. A lovely lot of rain these last few 

weeks.  

 

And things are 

happening in the 

garden. My 

Virburnum farrerii 

has been covered 

with blossom, very 

small but hundreds of 

tiny perfume 

bunches. I think the 

best it has ever been. 

What a blessing. And 

a honeysuckle down 

near the rain gauge 

wafted its perfume so 

I had to follow my nose to find where the plant was. It was only a small 

bush; I had stuck a piece in the ground a few years ago and now it is 

doing the right thing!  

 

Lots of bulbs are 

emerging. Grape 

hyacinth, jonquil and 

daffodil, and more. 

The ones I am really 

waiting for are the 

galanthus. One day 

last week in a sunny 

patch above the 

house, I weeded 

around these bulbs, 

then with just their 

tips showing. I think only a few more days before they actually flower. 



Perhaps the next hit of rain might do enough to encourage the flowers 

to open. The regime for this part of the garden is a whipper snipper job 

towards the end of summer. And apart from this tiny bit of weeding 

around these bulbs is the only other bit of maintenance this space gets. 

 

All my back bricks have been cleared of the hypericum that was 

spreading out over everything. It looks a bit naked but I will try to do a 

colourful job of planting up lots of pots for the spring. Once the 

summer comes I really don’t bother much with pots but this year I 

might try some of the stronger succulents in them for a show of 

enthusiasm.  

 

A part of the sense of my garden that I get a lot of pleasure from is the 

wonderful bird population. And there is action in this arena too. The 

New Holland honeyeaters are very busy gathering cobwebs from 

around my windows for nest building and the ducks and geese and 

galahs are sussing out the big nesting holes in the old gum up my drive. 

I never seem to worry about where they are building except for the 

blackbird that seems each year to want to build in my woodshed!  

 

When Rod and I cut back the grape vine there was a lovely nest right up 

under the spouting. Perhaps that’s where the black bird finally went last 

year? 

 

With all this rain my dam is very nearly full. This year Peter came and 

relined it with a couple of loads of clayey stuff and it seems to be 

holding well. I won’t be able to tell until it settles down some but I am 

hopeful it will hold its water much better than in the past.  

 

Everywhere it is green and looking great. 

I hope YOU all are happy with what is happening in your space. 

Keep well and warm 

PEGGY M 

 

 

 



 

The Garden Club now has a Facebook page  

 

We will add news and events to the page – e.g. details of the 

monthly meetings, the Garden Market and gardening news 

of interest. We will also post links to articles on the clubs 

web page and the monthly edition of MULCH. Members are 

welcome to post their own comments and pictures of their 

gardens. 

Be sure to find the page and click on LIKE. 

Search for Castlemaine and District Garden Club or click on 

this link 

https://www.facebook.com/CastlemaineGardenClub/?moda

l=admin_todo_tour 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer’s report is included in the Annual General Meeting report 

document. 
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Committee Monday 8th July, 2019 

 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Sue Spacey, Tanya Grant, Alan 

Isaacs, Philip Hopley John MacIntyre and Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy Hopley, Judy Uren 

Agenda: 

* AGM - Kevin Walsh and ‘Gardens in Spain’ 

  - food organised 

  - reports to go to Marion 

  - nomination forms to Marion 

  - still trying to recruit nominations 

  - order of meeting – regular meeting, soup & 

sweets, AGM, guest speaker 

  - need soup spoons and tablecloths - Marion to 

call Jo if needed 

* storage of garden club items required 

* Jo will attend seniors week meetings  

* bus trip - contact Alan by end of month if intend to go 

* questionnaire to be prepared for AGM (Jo), draft to 

committee, copy to go in MULCH 

* John prepared to operate Facebook page for club.  

Proposed: John  Seconded: Marion, passed all. 

* hanging basket - Peggy has some ideas, Jo to get 

details of when, where, etc.  Need a date for a  

 workshop to prepare. 

* further information sought in relation to botanical 

gardens signs. 

Meeting closed 3.00pm next meeting Aug 12th at Alan 

Isaacs instead of Judi Kent’s. 

***NB  Next meeting at Alan’s – unavoidable change. *** 

 



Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

  ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
23rd July A.G.M.  6.30pm 
Soup and Sweets. 
 
Kevin Walsh –  
Gardens of Spain. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

 12th August at Alan Isaacs 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


