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President’s Report:  

Well! We have green grass – what a huge difference a bit of rain 

makes.  I am now just waiting to see what has survived.  I was very 

pleased to see lovely new growth on one of the clematis that I was 

sure had karked it.  The Preston Prolific fig tree has had it and I am not 

sure about a banksia rose and another couple of roses.  I have also 

given up on the daphne, I have had a go three times now – time to 

realise they are definitely not suited to here.  The most amazing 

change is with the succulents.  Most of them were looking quite sad 

with really small florets, now they are all looking fantastic and 

obviously full of water. 

I hope you and your gardens are enjoying this lovely weather as much 

as I and mine are.  Time to start trimming and pruning, I think! 

Our Speaker this month is Katie Finlay from Mt. Alexander Fruit 

Gardens.  Katie will be talking to us about pruning and caring for fruit 

trees in our gardens and we will follow it up with a demonstration at 

the garden of Pam and Alan Isaac in Elphinstone.  Sue Spacey has 

offered to provide her delicious morning tea.  Hope you can come. 

Alan Isaacs has been working on our proposed bus trip in September 

and has written an article that is elsewhere in MULCH.  Please be 

aware that the dates are now Wed 18th and Thurs 19th so that we do 

not clash with the school holidays. 

See you all soon 

Marion Cooke 

 

Belladonna Lilies (Naked Ladies) 

Anyone interested in these wonderful, hardy bulbs, please contact Judy 

Uren on 0419 144 922 

 



 

April Meeting: 

 

At our April meeting we had the pleasure of meeting 

Daniel ‘Bee Shepherd’ and learning about the many 

types and habitats of bees in the Goldfields area, the 

promotion of hive-keeping and the contribution to 

pollination which is vital for the survival of flora 

around the world. We learned that many bee types do 

not live in hives but burrow under the soil or sand or 

can be found nesting in the hollow trunks of trees. 

Bees that can be found in our area are ‘blue banded’, 

‘teddy-bear’, ‘masked’ to name but a few. 

One can play ‘host’ to bees by having a hive on ones’ 

property, where the hive will be cared for by 

beesanctuary.com.au or one can learn to take care of 

the hive ones-self. A very interesting evening! 

        Sue Spacey 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

How good is the 

Hopley’s grape 

vine this year? 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Overnight Bus Trip 

As mentioned previously, the Garden Club is planning an overnight bus 

trip in September. We plan to depart on Wednesday 18th September 

and head to the Dandenong Ranges to visit Cloudehill and one other 

garden. We will then head to the Sanctuary House Resort Motel in 

Healesville where we will stay overnight. We will have a two-course 

dinner at the motel’s restaurant, as well as a full breakfast on Thursday 

morning. On Thursday we intend to visit a garden in the morning 

(perhaps Coombe), then Alowyn in the afternoon, before returning to 

Castlemaine via Lancefield. 

The club will provide transport, but all other expenses must be met by 

members. Accommodation cost including dinner and breakfast will be 

approximately $111 per person in a twin share room and $174 per 

person in a single room. Other costs include drinks, lunches and 

morning/afternoon teas and garden entry fees (Alowyn $10/$8.50, 

Cloudehill $10 with Diggers Club members free, and perhaps one other 

entry fee). 

The gardens are large, so garden visits will involve a lot of walking, 

some over uneven ground and some in hilly terrain. 

We will need to have expressions of interest as soon as possible and 

later will require payment of a deposit for all bookings.  

For further information contact Alan on 0407 725 426. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCENEAROUND 

  

Everything is GREEN. When I look out the window it is GREEN 

across the paddock, at the back door it seems all GREEN almost up to 

the road and out the front the GREEN is everywhere. It is marvellous. 

But it is in the garden beds too and I have been weeding. I had all my 

new plants into the ground and then I went to a swap meet yesterday. I 

acquired some more plants and seeds. Some seeds I can share with you, 

from Christobel. 

 

It has all been plus, plus. Some from the Swap Meet and then from the 

Focal Book Sale at the library. I selected from their wonderful tables 

full of all sorts of books some really special gardening ones just up my 

street. A couple by well-known authors, Penelope Hobhouse and Susan 

Irvine and Clive Blazey from Diggers.  

 

One I didn’t know but have already enjoyed the start of, is by a writer 

from Western Australia about a local series of gardens by the same 

designer. It is called “A Natural State” by Kristen Watts.  All sorts of 

gardens and different places and sizes but all water wise and interesting 

plants and ideas that are sustainable. Stressed were the “rules” of great 

soil preparation, great selection of plants and their matching with site 

conditions and the use of drip irrigation. I go with the first couple but 

try to do without the irrigation (except for my fruit trees). My garden is 

not so bounteous as those shown as I try to garden with what falls out of 

the sky. But when it rains I am specially happy.  

 

This year seems to be a beautiful autumn season, leaves on some plants, 

coloured early, are still hanging on. The grape just outside my window 

is still beautiful and the coloured vine down past the orchard is still 

there with its brilliant red. Bulbs are still popping up although the 

crocus are nearly finished the nerines are still doing their best. This year 

though I think the pink ones are not going to flower at all. Around at 

Edward’s, seen during the S.M., there is a good clump of a slightly 

different pink nerine that has always caught my eye.  

 

My dam has had a lining of clay installed. A good way to stop it leaking 

that I hope works. The work was done on Monday, and it rained on 

Wednesday and we have had another hit since. It is more than half full 



with the grubbiest looking water ever. But the Maned Geese moved in 

on the Friday. So we are all pleased indeed with the present state and I 

can only hope for more rain to do the completion of the process. 

 

I hope all that is happening in your space pleases you. 

Happy gardening and keep out of the cold. 

PEGGY M 

 

Calendar Items 
 

28th May:  General meeting.  Katie Finlay -Pruning.  Come 

along and get tips on pruning your fruit trees. 

1st June:  A practical, hands-on look at pruning.  Alan Isaacs is 

getting help with his pruning. 

25rd June:  General meeting.  Fish and Chip night at the 

hospital auditorium.  Always a fun night. 

18th-19th September: Proposed overnight bus trip to the 

Dandenong’s including Cloudehill and other gardens. 

Photos by Alison McMillan 

Cactus Ice-cream! 

 

 

 



General Meeting   Tuesday, April 26, 2019 
 

Chair: Marion Cooke 

Agenda: 

Welcome: A thank you to Maxine for stepping in for Judy H 

who is not well. 

Treasurer’s Report: is as printed.  Acceptance moved: Judy Uren, 

seconded: Sue Spacey Motion carried unan. 

Correspondence: Tatura club has a seminar.  Flier is tabled. 

Peonies: were donated by Leonie Kidman.   

Bus Trip to Strathmerton - only 14 of 23 persons went on this trip.  

As this can lead to an unexpected financial burden on those who do 

attend, in future, a refundable deposit will be asked for any trip. 

New Office Bearers – needed.  

Show & Tell  - Reminder to collect seeds and give to Sue Spacey. 

Meeting closed: 8.00pm 

 

Speaker  

Daniel Johnson from the Castlemaine Bee Sanctuary has an alias, 

Daniel Bee Shepherd, a reference to the Sea Shepherd that 

demonstrates the focus of his philosophy of bee keeping - a focus 

on bee health and the wonderful job they do in pollinating our 

gardens and crops, rather than honey production.  To do this he 

offers classes and seminars, swarm rescue and adopt/sponsor a 

hive, amongst other services.  He stated that one of the biggest 

benefits of having a hive was the effect on the fertility of the 

whole garden.  His design of a more permanent hive construction (in 

comparison to the usual moveable box construction) made it easier 

to get at the bees to check their welfare and hive production. 

Information can be found at www.beesanctuary.com.au 

He recommends Bee Friendly: A Planting Guide for European Honeybees 

and Australian Native Pollinators.  This can be accessed on the web at 

www.agrifutures.com.au 
 

 

http://www.beesanctuary.com.au/
http://www.agrifutures.com.au/


 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held 13th May 2019 

Present:  Marion Cooke, Judy Uren, Tanya Grant, John McIntyre, Alan Isaacs, 

Phil Hopley, Sue Spacey, Judi Kent. 

Apology:  Jo Welsh, Judy Hopley 

Marion opened the meeting at 2pm and thanked Tanya for hosting the 

meeting.   

Discussion regarding the retirement of executive members, president and 

secretary, as they complete their 2 year service this year. Marion to put this 

to the members next meeting.  Judi indicated that she would be away for a 

long stint next year so a MULCH editor would also be required.  

Alan reported that the speaker – Katie Finlay- confirmed for the next 

meeting.  Visit to Alan’s on Saturday June 1st at 10am for a pruning 

workshop. Sue will assist with morning tea. 

Discussion regarding the proposal for a labelling machine for the botanic 

gardens.  It was thought that given the initial cost and the limited use such a 

machine would have, it would be better to get a list of all the trees/plants 

and have labels made.  Phil to speak to Gill at the bots. 

Re upgrading the audio-visual equipment:  Marion moved that we pay Alan 

$150 for his laptop, providing it is suitable for use with the projector.  If they 

are not compatible, that we allocate funds to purchase another computer for 

the system.  Seconded Judi – carried. 

Re the proposed bus trip:  Alan has researched the accommodation and 

garden entry costs for the trip.  He will outline this in MULCH.  We will need 

to get numbers soon, to organise the bus size and accommodation 

possibilities. 

Tanya reported that the potted peonies are doing well and other members 

agreed that they also have had good results.  Marion to make sure that Jo 

sent a letter of thanks to Leonie for the donation. 

There being no further business Marion closed the meeting at 3pm. 



 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

The profit and loss statement below is as of end April 2019. The number of paid 

memberships for 2019 is 53. 

 

Bank balance at end April is $7,286.55.  

 

 
 

 



Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
28th May 
Katie Finlay  -Pruning 
 
1st June Practical 

demonstration at Alan Isaacs.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

 10th June at Marion’s 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


