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President’s Report:  

April 2019 

As I began to write this the sky was magnificent – a magnificent bright red 

sunrise with beautiful wispy pink clouds high in the sky – maybe the old 

saying about “a red sky in the morning, shepherds warning” might happen.  It 

has now clouded over, fingers crossed, I won’t hold my breath. With only five 

mls last month and one ml so far this month the poor plants are looking very 

sad.  Might be time to start a whole new palette! 

Our guest speaker last month, Dr Cassia Read, was very interesting with her 

talk about biodiversity in our gardens.  A most enjoyable evening.   

This month we will be talking about bees.  Tanya and James, along with our 

next door neighbour, have recently become the custodians of some very 

large beehives.  These hives have been transported from Gippsland to take 

advantage of the yellow box that are flowering in our area and to get away 

from the smoky environment of Gippsland. Apparently, they will be moved to 

Queensland next.  A very dedicated and busy young apiarist! 

Fourteen of us enjoyed a trip to Strathmerton last Wednesday.  Many thanks 

to our drivers, Alan and James.  It was a long trip but well worth the effort.  

We visited Cactus Country in Strathmerton which was quite amazing.  Huge 

stands of all different cacti, succulents and euphorbias – quite amazing. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting and hope the Autumn break 

happens soon and we are walking through mud and having to use our 

windscreen wipers!! 

Marion Cooke 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Win-win garden design 

At the March meeting Dr. Cassia Read gave a thoroughly enjoyable and 

interesting talk on designing gardens to not only be a “haven for people” but 

also a “haven for wildlife”.  She spoke of gardens being on a spectrum 

spanning formal; cultivated; hard landscape; static gardens through to 

informal; indigenous; soft landscape; dynamic gardens.   Informal gardens 

usually provide a friendly habitat for wildlife, so important when development 

and the effects of climate change have made life difficult for our birds, lizards 

and insects. 

 

Photo: Cassia Read 

Cassia then went on to discuss the seven essential elements for a wildlife 

friendly garden.  These include choosing plants with benefits e.g. nectar 

bearing local shrubs and trees; structuring vegetation to include ground 

covers, shrubs through to trees; providing rocks and cavities; leaving areas of 

bare, undisturbed earth; providing woody debris and leaf litter; ensuring water 

is available in various parts of the garden and leaving seed heads and dead 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/04/04/win-win-garden-design/


plants.  “A plant is only worth growing if it looks good when it is dead”. Piet 

Oudolf. 

 

 

 

 

 Photos: Cassia Read 

Cassia recommended Thomas Rainer and Claudia West’s book “Planting in a 

post-wild world: designing plant communities for resilient landscapes”. 
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Cassia presenting and answering questions following her talk 
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Visit to Great Stupa 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  



 
  



Bus Trip: 
We left Castlemaine promptly at 

8am, picking up young Edward along 

the way and headed north.  Our first 

target was Rochester to view the 

latest silo paintings and stopped 

there for morning tea.  It was lovely 

to stand on some green grass! 

Onward and upward we travelled through Kyabram 

and Tongala 

eventually arriving 

at Strathmerton – 

Cactus Country.  We 

met up with Life 

members, Ross and 

Beverley Shimmen 

before a walk 

through the 

extensive cactus 

garden. 



A few members enjoyed cactus ice creams 

and nachos, and Marion couldn’t resist a 

golden ball cactus before we left for lunch 

at the bakery in Strathmerton. 

After lunch, bidding farewell to Ross and 

Beverley we began the long trip home.  

This time we travelled through the 

easterly reaches of Shepparton to 

Nagambie.  It was gratifying to note that 

at least one orchardist has planted new 

trees in the past few years.  Alas, like 

Harcourt, many of the old orchards have 

been removed. 

From Nagambie 

we trekked 

through 

Heathcote to 

home having 

thoroughly 

enjoyed our day. 

Huge thank you to 

our two drivers 

Alan and James. 

 



Peggy’s Pearls 
Our visit to Cactus Country at Strathmerton was a real eye opener. The 

landscape use of these huge forms were visually wonderful. I wonder if 

I would ever be pleased to have such enormous shapes in my space. 

They are so prickly .... but with the most varied forms, and although not 

many were flowering evidence was there of flowers and fruit. I even 

had a cactus flavoured ice cream!  

Many thanks to our committee for organising this excursion and to 

James and Alan for the driving to and fro. 

 

I have been weeding, mainly grasses from the garden beds. This is 

really a crazy job as the kangaroos have eaten the grass down to about 

3mm...... trying to pull these tiny tops is an exercise in minuscule 

grabbing and pulling. All this is in preparation for my new purple and 

burgundy bulb varieties from Garden Express. Weed, plant, water, 

mulch or weed, plant, mulch water:  whichever seems the easiest at the 

time. Can I stop to go and get the hose or will I do that later? 

Settling in for spring, I hope everything comes up and makes a great 

show. 

 

The little Sternbergias that I have been mentioning to everyone I meet 

have been truly wonderful this year. 

After the belladonnas and the tiny Leucojum autumnale finished, the 

Sternbergias have been flowering almost non-stop since the middle of 

March. My first photo of a goodly show was on the 20th, and they are 

still going strong. In good soil that responded to the first bit of rain until 

that last little hit when the last of them flowered up the drive where 

there is dirt, not soil. Another hit of rain to kick on the nerines and the 

cyclamens would be simply great. 

 

While weeding I have noticed some green tips of emerging daffodils 

and jonquils and such.  

I wonder how long till we see these up and flowering? 

But will we get rain enough to make a great show? 

This autumn and winter is not promising much but we can hope. 

 

Hope you are gardening well and enjoying these fine autumn days, 

Happy gardening all. 

PEGGY r M 



 

Calendar Items 
 

23rd April:  General meeting.  All things Bees. 

28th May: General Meeting.  Pruning. 

1st June:  Pruning workshop at Alan Isaacs. 

  September: Proposed overnight bus trip to the 

Dandenong’s including Cloud Hill and other gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Castlemaine & District Garden Club Inc 

Committee Meeting 8th April 2019 

Present: Marion Cooke, Judy Uren, Tanya Grant, John Macintyre, Alan Isaacs, 

Judi Kent, Sue Spacey. 

Apologies: Jo Welsh, Philip & Judy Hopley. 

Agenda: 

1: Bus trip to Strathmerton. 

Alan reported that a 25 seater bus has been arranged for hire from Avis.  

Insurance in place for Alan and James as drivers.  All to meet at the Octopus 

at 7.45am for an 8am start. Edward to be picked up on the way. 

2: Peonies: 

Peggy had advised that the club had been donated a number of tree peonies 

for the Garden Market.  These will need to be dug up, put into large pots and 

maintained.  Tanya has agreed to maintain them at her home.  James will 

have a trailer and he, John, Judy and Tanya will liaise with Peggy to remove 

them on Tuesday 16th April, 

3: Membership: 

After a bit of discussion, it was agreed that any new member joining after the 

AGM in July will be entitled to the next years membership at no further cost.  

This arose as it appears that some recent members have paid for this year 

after only being members for a couple of months. 

4: Guest Speaker Payment: 

Due to an oversight some of our guest speakers had not been paid.  It was 

agreed that all external speakers be offered $50 per session.   

5: Organic Gardener Magazine: 

It was agreed that the club renew this subscription for the Castlemaine 

Library. 

Thanks to Judy Uren for her hospitality. 



 

 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
The profit and loss statement below is as of end March 2019. We 

have receipted $980 for 2019 memberships allowing there 

appear to have been a couple of keen members who have paid 

twice. 

 

Bank balance at end March is $7,280.35.  

 



Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
 23rd April 
All about Bees. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

13th May at Tanya’s  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


