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WHERE’S THE RAIN??? 

http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/


President’s Report:  

Presidents Message March 2019 

Well, maybe it is starting to cool down at last!  A lot of the plants are 

telling us it is autumn with quite a few colouring up nicely.  The Claret 

Ash in my garden are certainly doing their thing as well as the grape 

vines.  Some of the crab apples have lost a lot of leaves already – only 

hope they survive. 

We had a lovely visit to the Lacey’s garden in Newstead following 

Barry’s talk about Bonsai.  They are really dedicated to their lovely and 

very interesting garden and it provided a very nice backdrop for the Tai 

chi demonstration.  Thank you to Jenny and Barry and Sue Spacey for 

our morning tea. 

We did some potting up at Sue Spacey’s last week and it was a bit of a 

disappointment that only four of us managed to get there.  We 

managed quite a lot of cuttings done – only time and the weather will 

tell what survives.  How about every member sets themselves a target 

of potting up five to ten plants ready for the Garden Market?  That 

would give us a good number to sell and share the work and water 

around.  This would also save a great deal of time with labelling! 

This month we have Dr Cassia Read as our guest speaker letting us all 

know about Native Habitat in our Gardens which will be most 

interesting as she is a local and well aware of the conditions we face.  

Look forward to seeing you there. 

I am really looking forward to the visit to Strathmerton on the 10th 

April.  One of our life members, Ross and Beverley Shimmen will join 

us there and it will be a nice to see them and catch up. 

See you at the meeting. 

Marion Cooke. 

 



Bonsai with Barry Lacey 

Club member and Bonsai expert, Barry Lacey, 

was the guest speaker at our first meeting for 

2019.  Barry demonstrated how to prune a 

cypress and wire it to obtain the desired 

shape.  He also re-potted a jade by pruning 

unwanted growth and reducing the root ball. 

The old ironing 

board is perfect for 

the job as Barry can 

raise or lower it 

according to the task 

in hand! 

New club 

members, Martin 

and Glenda, were 

delighted to win 

the bonsai donated 

by Barry as a 

raffle prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members were invited to visited Barry and 

Jennifer’s home on the Saturday following the 

meeting to view their large collection of bonsai. 

       Judy Hopley 

 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2019/03/03/bonsai-with-barry-lacey/
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Garden Visit 

Several members travelled out to 

Newstead to visit the Lacey garden 

on Saturday.  Here we were 

delighted with, not only a spectacular 

garden but also a demonstration of 

Tai Chi by the members of the Tai Chi 

groups of Newstead and 

Maryborough. 

Sue 

Spacey 

baked her 

goodies 

for 

morning 

tea and despite the heat we had a very 

enjoyable morning.  Thanks Barry and 

Jennifer! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Penny Garnett 

 

For those of you who may not know Penny Garnett is 

now living comfortably at 

Ellery House in Castlemaine.  

Her room looks out on a 

pleasant courtyard garden, 

tended on a voluntary basis 

by a married couple who 

also now live at Ellery.  They 

ensure plants are watered 

and garden beds are kept 

tidy.  Recently two old, large 

callistemon were removed 

revealing several plants including a rose.   

Penny lends a hand when she is able, using a long 

handled hoe, provided by her son, to get rid of 

weeds!  This activity allows Penny to feel connected 

to the garden and to enjoy the plants and flowers.  

Her lifelong interest and passion for gardening is 

continued in her new home.  

Penny has many regular 

visitors including Peggy 

Munro, Judy Uren and Judy 

Hopley.  The two Judies play 

mah-jong with Penny every 

Monday afternoon – an 

activity they all look 

forward to and enjoy. 

 

Judy Hopley 

 

 



Peggy’s Pearls 
 

SCENE AROUND. 

It has been cockatoos, kangaroos, rabbits and now the latest 

infestation, Grasshoppers.  

I have even seen a tiny mouse out in the garden and hope it is 

not a sign of things to come.  

There have been foxes about too but no evidence that they are 

causing damage in the garden.  

 

On a more cheery note some things are just chugging along 

without too much drama. Over the years I have hardly 

watered my garden at all, but about three weeks ago I realised 

that I must do more than just water the newly planted. So I 

made the decision to water some parts of the garden in 

sequence....... with the sprinkler going for a time in one place 

for different areas in the evening and then again the next 

morning in the same place. Not too daunting but wonderfully 

enjoyed by all the birds.  

 

Nearly all the areas watered so are sprouting lots and lots of 

tiny grass seedlings. Rabbits love this and so do the 

kangaroos. So it is a kind of win win. The four footed and the 

two footed all enjoyed the experience. Water is so effective! 

Cooler mornings particularly have improved the situation 

greatly and although things are still tough everything is a bit 

improved with the current regime. 

 

We had some fun doing the work on potting up morning. But 

more people could have helped. From different gardens we 

would get different plants. All to the good when November 

comes around for our Market Day. We hope to have another 



day, after it has rained, when we will dig and divide. The 

greater variety of plants the better our sales will be. 

 

I can see the first signs of autumn in the vine that grows over 

the stone wall just outside the window. The softest cool red! 

More to come with various trees and shrubs to colour up as 

the season progresses.  

I am waiting too for the autumn bulbs to appear. I hope they 

get the message and do their thing to bring that wonderful 

feeling of anticipation fulfilled with joyous yellows and blues 

and white and cream. 

  

I hope it rains soon. 

Happy gardening everyone 

PEGGY M 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeds 

Sue needs your seeds 
500 envelopes are waiting! 

 

 



Take your soft wood cuttings now 

There are 3 main types of cuttings, Softwood, Semi-Hardwood and 

Hardwood. Softwood cuttings are the easiest. 

Why would you propagate? 

Satisfaction – home propagated plants are always best 

Cost saving 

Friends, neighbours, fellow gardeners can provide an almost infinite 

source of cuttings and perhaps give you a plant that you can’t buy at a 

nursery. 

Many perennials such as Salvia, Helliotrope, Buddleia and Lavender 

pass their peak after 2-3years (i.e.: they become woody) and should be 

replaced. Taking softwood 

cuttings while your plant is at 

its peak health, means you 

can replace your "burnt out" 

favourite with a perfect 

replica. 

Take your cuttings in the 

early morning and quickly get 

you cutting in the propagating mix. If you can’t do this, put your cuttings 

in a plastic bag with a small amount of water and keep them cool.  

Using the tip is best; the cuttings should be 

about 10cm in length and, if possible should 

have at least 3 nodes. The nodes are where the 

roots are going to form. If you can’t find a 

suitable tip cutting make the top of the cutting 

just above a node, it is preferable that the cutting 

has no flowers or flower buds, but if it does 

remove them. Remember to cut straight across 

at the bottom of a cutting and at an angle if you 

have to make a top cut. That way you won’t 

plant it upside down.  



The next step depends very much on the weather. You need to remove 

at least the bottom half of the leaves from the cutting. If it is expected to 

be hot you would remove a few more, up to 2/3 and if the remaining 

leaves are large cut them in half. This is to avoid too much transpiration 

and the cutting drying out. It is a compromise however as the plant 

needs leaves to provide carbohydrates 

through photosynthesis and thus 

energy to grow.  

Place the cuttings in a light soil mix and 
keep moist. 
At this point you need to incubate your 
pot of cuttings to provide moisture and 
humidity and promote root growth. You can make an incubator by 
bending 2 u shaped wire supports and covering with a translucent 
plastic bag and frame  
Alternatively, for a small pot you can use the top half of a plastic bottle. 
Either way this ensures high humidity and limits water loss through the 
leaves. Keep the pots out of direct sunlight and ensure the propagation 
mix does not dry out. Depending on temperature, average time 
between watering is 4 – 7 days.  
Once you find good root formation, pot up according to plant growth. 
Voila ...new plants for free! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership is overdue! 

Pay online   BSB 633 108 

        A/C 104 908 280 

        Ref.  Your name 

Or pay at the meeting.  John will take your money 

This is the last MULCH for unfinancial members 



Calendar Items 
 

26th March:  General meeting.  Speaker Dr. Cassia Reid.  

Native Habitat in Gardens. 

27th March:  Visit to Grand Stupa, Bendigo.  Meet at octopus 

at 9.30am for car-pooling. 

10th April: Bus trip to Strathmerton Cactus Garden.  See 

information below. 

23rd April:  General meeting.  All things Bees. 

Mid to late September: Proposed overnight bus trip to the 

Dandenong’s including Cloudehill and other gardens. 

 

 

Overnight Bus Trip in September 

We are planning a bus trip in September to visit gardens:  

Cloudehill and one other in the Dandenong Ranges, and 

Coombe and Alwyn in the Coldstream/Yarra Glen area. The 

trip will be held mid to late September, staying overnight at 

the Sanctuary Resort Motel in Healesville. At this stage it is 

expected that the Garden Club will provide the bus but that 

members will need to pay for accommodation, meals and 

garden entry fees. More details nearer to that time. 

 
 

 



Treasurer’s Report 
The profit and loss statement below is as of end February 2019. 

The March report will include the cash receipted for the 2019 

memberships. 

 

Bank balance at end February is $6,820.10. 

 



  

Bus Trip 

Wednesday April 10th to the Cactus Garden at 

Strathmerton 

We will meet at the octopus at 7.45am for departure 

at 8am. 

We plan for early morning tea at Rochester (bring 

your own thermos just in case) and then continue to 

Strathmerton Cactus Garden.  Here we will do the 

self-guided tour followed by a group talk on the 

garden. The cost to members for this is $12.50. 

Then off to the Strathmerton Bakery for a leisurely 

lunch, after which we will head home, returning 

around 4.30pm. 

The garden club will pay for the bus, so the cost to 

members will be the entry to the garden and lunch. 

 



Committee Meeting, Tuesday 12th March, 2019 
 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey, Tanya 

Grant, Judy Uren, Alan Isaacs, John MacIntyre and Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy and Philip Hopley 

 

* Pea straw will be delivered in a few weeks so payment 

needed by next meeting.  Over 10 bales will be delivered. 

* Accommodation for two-day trip – Sanctuary Resort motel 

Healesville 

Next meeting: 10th April at Judy Uren’s, 2.00pm 

 

General Meeting   Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 
 

Chair: Marion Cooke 

Present: Alan Isaacs, Edward Gollings, Judy & Philip Hopley, 

Barry & Jen Lacey, John MacIntyre, Jo Welsh, Sue Spacey, 

James & Tanya Grant, Jean Lorenz, Ann & Gabe Roman,  

Ian Johnston, David Avery, Maxine Tester, Heather Spicer, 

Lissa McilDowney, Alison McMillan, Glenda & Martin Byrne, 

Judi & Dennis Kent, Sue Albert, Maria Young, Lynda Prest, 

Cynthia Hardiman, Helen Morris, Kaye Payne, Peggy Munro, 

Neil & Julie-Ann Webster, Gwen Davey 

 

Apologies:  Judy Uren, Elizabeth & John Barnier, Bev Tozer, 

Kaye Sinclair, Kathy Hodge, Pam Isaacs 

 

Welcome: Marion welcomed new members Glenda and Martin 

Byrne and Lissa McilDowney 

Correspondence: Horticultural Society magazine 



 Thank you letter, including photo, from Friends of 

Melton Botanic Garden for our donation. 

 Life member, Ross Shimmen, will join the group to 

Strathmerton. 

Treasurer’s Report: as presented.  Acceptance moved: Marion 

Cooke, seconded: Philip Hopley   

Potting Up Day – to be held at Sue Spacey’s. 

Bus Trip to Strathmerton - add name to list if going. 

New Office Bearers – needed. 

Great Stupa - 27/03/19, meet at Octopus at 9.30am 

Pea Straw - add name to list.  

Visit to Barry and Jennifer Lacey’s, Newstead. Tai chi 

demonstration as well as garden visit, 2/03, meet at octopus 

Show & Tell  - Reminder to collect seeds and give to Sue 

Spacey.  Meeting closed: 8.00pm 

 
Beautiful Leucojum autumnale shared by Peggy  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
26th March 
Speaker  Dr Cassia Reid 
Native Habitat in Gardens 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

 10th April at Judy Uren’s 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


