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President’s Report:  

It was lovely to see so many of you turn up at the Botanic gardens last 

month.  How brave we all were to come out in that heat!  I really thought 

there would be no-one but it was a very good turn out with one new member 

as well. 

Jo had invited Gill Miller, head gardener at the Bots, to come along and share 

our food and just give us some idea of what they would like as a donation.  

We have been talking for quite a few years as to what we can donate to the 

Gardens.  The general view, by the committee and members, is that labels for 

the plants would be the best idea however Gill stated that they will not be 

ready for this until later in the year.  We will discuss this further at the 

meeting. 

Your committee has been busy trying to organise things and the first major 

item is the bus trip to the Cactus Garden at Strathmerton.  Hopefully you will 

be interested.  The club will subsidise the Bus so it makes the day quite 

affordable.  There will be more about this in this edition of MULCH. 

As I write this I am sitting with a jumper on looking out at a very threatening 

sky (I don’t think we will get much rain out of it) quite ridiculous when we go 

from the 40s one day to the teens the next!  We really have nothing to 

whinge about when you look around the country – Tasmania with fires and 

Queensland with floods – Dorothea McKellar was right. 

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting with Barry Lacey speaking about 

Bonsai and on the Saturday following with a visit to his and Jenny’s great 

garden. 

Marion Cooke. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Membership is due! 

Pay online   BSB 633 108 

        A/C 104 908 280 

        Ref.  Your name 

Or pay at the meeting.  John will take your money 



January in the Bots: 
43 degrees at 5pm and we’re off to the Bots 

for the garden club January get – together.  

Will anyone turn up? 

5.55pm and we’re here.  Do I have the right 

day, right place?  OK, we’ll melt for 10 more 

minutes and then leave.  ………………….. 

Let’s go home – 

wait – is that 

Cookee.  So 

we’re not alone.   

Surprisingly, 

quite a few members braved the heat and we 

had a great get – together to start the gardening 

year. Gill Miller gave us some insights into the 

current changes to the Bots and indicated a few 

choices for our donation. 

 

 

 



Peggy’s Pearls 
 

SCENEAROUND. 

More rain today, wonderful rain. But still more please.  

Everything looks so fresh with these showers, but it is not enough to 

really get down into the soil. I can’t complain too much as my garden is 

doing really well under our hot and dry conditions. The trees that I have 

planted over the years are keeping many plants shaded and protected 

from the worst that nature provides. But as climate change moves into 

top gear, I can only hope I have done enough to make my space as 

resilient as possible. 

 

On the way to the street today I passed the new lawn in an old garden. It 

is still looking great, but I did see big sprays of water one evening as I 

was coming home!  

 

Lake Joanna in the gardens is lower but still OK, and there are new 

plantings in a couple of places around the edge. That will be something 

to watch; to see if the birds leave the plants alone. There was a big mob 

of corella (about eighty, I reckon) very busily into the paddock at the 

corner. They dig around mostly looking for bulb like things in the soil. 

They do a good job of loosening up dry soil. Today, just in time for that 

welcome rain to soak into their prepared soil. Good work Cs! But their 

relations that are into my quinces and Nashis and pears and little crab 

apples are real pests. Those peskie cockies are really b..............., birds 

although wonderful can be a nuisance! 

 

The kangaroos are hungry too and although they are eating all the fruit 

and leaves they can reach (Nashis and Apples and crab apples) they 

haven’t actually harmed the trees much.  

Where they sleep under trees they have flattened everything. Makes me 

realise how much I could improve the look of parts of the garden if I 

remove some of the lower branches from some trees. A winter job I 

suppose.  

 

Nothing much is happening in my veggie patch except some little 

tomatoes are ripening. Taste wonderful but skins as tough as old boots. 

The pumpkins are spreading everywhere and they are flowering with 



happy bees but I’m beginning to think that I won’t get many pumpkins 

as already the mornings are getting cooler and they have not set yet. 

Cooler times means that I will soon have no excuse but to get out and 

do some gardening!  

Happy gardening all. 

Stretch and relax whenever you can. 

 

PEGGY M. 

PS I have a glorious bunch of red roses on my table with Mr Lincoln 

wafting out a superb perfume. Leaving all the others to be envious as 

they can’t match that although some have colour just as good! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Calendar Items 
 

26th February:  General meeting.  Speaker Brian Lacey.  

Subscriptions are due! 

28th February:  Rain! 

2nd March: Visit to Lacey’s Garden at Newstead.  Meet at 

octopus at 10am for car- pooling.  Sue Spacey is kindly going 

to provide morning tea.  Highlights may include Tai Chi 

demonstration. 

4th March:  More rain! 

13th March:  Potting up day at Sue Spacey’s.  Come along 

and join the fun. 

16th March:  Much more rain! 

26th March:  General meeting.  Speaker Dr. Cassia Reid.  

Native Habitat in Gardens. 

27th March:  Visit to Grand Stupa, Bendigo.  Meet at octopus 

at 9.30am for car-pooling. 

10th April:  Bus trip to Strathmerton Cactus Garden.  See 

more this edition. 

18th-19th September:  Proposed overnight bus trip to the 

Dandenong’s including Cloud Hill and other 

gardens. 

 
 



 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee 

Meeting 

Monday 14th January, 2019 

 
Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Judy Hopley, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey, 

Tanya Grant, Philip Hopley, Gill King and Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy Uren and Alan Isaacs 

Agenda: 

Meeting was spent updating the 2019 calendar.   

Next meeting 2.00, 11/01 at Sue’s 

 

Monday 11th February, 2019 
 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey, Tanya Grant, 

Philip Hopley, Gill King, Alan Isaacs, John MacIntyre and Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy Hopley, Judy Uren 

Agenda: 

1. Trip to Cactus Country, Strathmerton. 

- After approximating costs it was decided to go ahead and book a 

25 seater coach.  Club to bear travel costs, members to bear 

entrance and lunch costs, bring own morning tea.  Meet at 

octopus for an 8.00am start.  Tanya to ask James if will take a 

part in driving, Judi - notice in MULCH, Jo - book bus and tour, 

prepare attendance sheet for Feb & March meetings, notify local 

bakery. 

2. 2-day trip for 18th - 19th September is being organised by 

Alan. 

3. Need to find members to take on leadership roles. 



4. Great Stupa - need a map (Jo) 

5. Donation to Botanical Gardens  

-draft letter to Gill explaining desire to contribute to label costs 

- John to research cost of machine to make labels, Jo to contact 

Melton re labels. 

6. MULCH to highlight bank details for p/mt of fees -Judi 

Next meeting 2.00, 11/03 at Jo’s 

 

 

 
Potting Up Day 

13th March at Sue Spacey’s 

Bring along your cuttings, secateurs 

gloves and conversation. 

Take home your potted cuttings to look 

after them until the garden market. 

Don’t forget to bring along any seeds 

you may have collected.  Sue will pop 

them into envelopes for the show 

parade later in the year. 

 



  

Bus Trip 

Wednesday April 10th to the Cactus Garden at 

Strathmerton 

We will meet at the octopus at 7.45am for departure 

at 8am. 

We plan for early morning tea at Rochester (bring 

your own thermos just in case) and then continue to 

Strathmerton Cactus Garden.  Here we will do the 

self-guided tour followed by a group talk on the 

garden. The cost to members for this is $12.50. 

Then off to the Strathmerton Bakery for a leisurely 

lunch, after which we will return home, returning 

around 4.30pm. 

The garden club will pay for the bus, so the cost to 

members will be the entry to the garden and lunch. 

 



 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

The profit and loss statement below is as of end January 2019. It was a very quiet 

month – 2 transactions only 

 

Bank balance at end January is $6,684.85 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2019 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   



     
  

 Next Meeting: 
26th February. 
Speaker  Barry Lacey 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Committee Meeting: 

Jo Walsh  11th March 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


