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Presidents Message   

 

O.K. – well I have just done the daily morning walk around and things are 

looking terrific after the rain on Tuesday – a whole 12mls!  Not too much 

damage after those horrible winds of yesterday, just a few (quite a few 

actually) petals blown off poppies and crab apple blossoms.  Everything 

should be looking good for the Festival of Gardens in a few weeks time 

provided we get a bit more rain. (fingers crossed) 

Your committee is working very well and achieving heaps.  It was lovely to 

see Judi Kent upright and healthy – welcome back Judi! 

All is on track for the Garden Market and we can all hope or pray for a lovely 

day with just the right temperature and no cold winds – we don’t want much. 

I will not be at the next meeting (I would have liked to hear Barbara and 

Denise) as we will be in Macksville NSW for our daughter’s 50th birthday – 

can’t miss that - sorry. 

The posies for senior’s week again worked well and were well received. 

Thank you, Peggy, for hosting the creation and to all who helped create and 

deliver. You did a fantastic job. 

The committee have decided to donate $500 to the Melton Botanic Gardens 

to help them continue with the fantastic job they are doing and to thank 

them for a fabulous and informative day out for our members. 

I look forward to seeing a lot of 

you for the creation and 

distribution of posies for the 

Show Parade on Friday 2nd Nov. 

and of course our Christmas/end 

of year celebration on the 27th 

November. 

Until then, happy gardening and 

enjoy the Spring! 

Marion Cooke. Malus Wisley       Peggy M 



Posies for Seniors 

 

Thanks to all those who helped make 

the lovely posies for Seniors living in 

residential care at Ellery House, 

Thompson House, Penhall Hostel and 

Spencely Hostel.   Thanks also to 

those who delivered the posies to 

residents.  As always, it was a 

rewarding experience for those 

involved.  The residents were happy 

to receive their posy and one in 

particular, our esteemed garden club 

member, Penny Garnett, was 

delighted to see us.  Penny is in Ellery 

House and is doing well.  We all wish 

her the very best. 

 

 

 

  

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/posies-for-seniors/42916533_500136530461000_4483391140522885120_o/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/posies-for-seniors/42996832_500136257127694_4420078228748632064_o/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/posies-for-seniors/43085203_500136947127625_4088589719380688896_o/


 

 

 
  
 

Posies for Show Parade: 

Friday 2nd November 

We will be meeting at Sue Spacey’s at 9.30am where we 

will make the posies while our experts will be naming and 

marking the entries for the Garden Market.  Please bring 

along flowers and foliage for the event. 

*Please note the change of venue* 

Show Parade: 

Meet at 6pm outside Community Ed in Templeton Street.  

Bring a basket if you have one, a hat and comfy shoes. 



Peggy’s Pearls: 
THE HEDGE IS OVER, the posies for 

Seniors Week is over, and I think the spring 

bulbs are over too. 

The first flowered on July 11th, and I think 

the last, one with a soft pink trumpet, was 

still flowering last Saturday. 

There are great daffodils for a very long 

season.  

And if you put in jonquils, grape hyacinths, 

ipheons and a few others it is a terrific way to 

get a wonderful show. 

Now as the bulbs decline the grass that was not so evident amongst 

them is growing like steam. 

I have already started to remove the grasses before they all set seed.  

But they look magic in the early morning with dew on them.  

I do like grasses but the ones that I have actually planted are still not 

into gear for the coming season. 

 

Blossom on trees adds to this spring effect. 

Around Castlemaine there are so many beautiful trees coming into their 

own as the seasons advance. 

My little Chinese Elm, I think it is called Frosty, has the finest edge of 

white on its leaves and as they emerge there is a delicate trace against 

the sky. 

Along from me in Burnett is a great avenue of Malus floribunda on both 

sides of Julie’s drive. It is still spectacular, but losing its colour as the 

flowers fade. And if you drive slowly you can see others of a deeper 

pink in a couple of other gardens too. 

They do so well in Castlemaine. 

 

The rain we had this week got me into gear to plant the last of the things 

in pots. Hoping that they will do well with just bucket watering for this 

first summer. The soil is in great condition, drying out a little on top, 

but still moisture deeper down.  

Rod helped me weed around the fruit trees, and then after we chucked 

the weeds back under them we spread our garden club mulch.  

I had been waiting for this hit of rain! 



I hope we get more. There has not really been enough this winter but I 

think the garden should be set up for the summer. 

I haven’t watered much this century, only when newly planted or if 

plants are in pots. These are the succulents and such around the house. 

I must repot all of them soon or at least top up the compost. All the little 

geraniums were clobbered by frost so I will put hardy succulents in 

their place 

instead. 

Lots to do 

but the 

weather is 

easier as the 

days get 

longer. 

Hope you 

are all 

doing your 

bit for your 

garden.  

Happy 

days  

PEGGY M 

 

My Orchard           Peggy M. 

Morea Spathulata   
Peggy M 



Local Wildflowers 

At the September meeting Judy and 

Philip Hopley talked about their 

experiences searching for wildflowers 

in the Castlemaine area over the past 

few years.  Their presentation included 

photographs of rare, uncommon and 

common wildflowers and where they 

are most likely to be found.  The 

presentation is available on the Club’s 

webpage:  

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-

wildflowers/  

Click on the link Wildflower presentation 

A wonderful resource for those wishing to see and identify wildflowers 

in the area is Castlemaine Flora.   https://www.castlemaineflora.org.au/ 

https://castlemainegardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/wildflower-presentation1.pdf
https://www.castlemaineflora.org.au/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/leopard-orchid/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img-0527/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/marianth-3/


“This website is based on the plant 

identification and reference guide 

produced by the late Ern Perkins, a 

founding and very active member of 

the Castlemaine Field Naturalists 

Club (CFNC). Ern Perkins studied 

and photographed the flowering 

plants of the Castlemaine District, 

covering the Mt Alexander Shire, 

plus Porcupine Ridge and Fryers 

Ridge”.  (From the introduction on 

the website). 

  

  

On the day after the presentation 

several garden club members joined 

Christmas Function 

Next meeting bookings for 

the Christmas function must 

be finalised.  Let Sue know if 

you are joining us! 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img-0348/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0583/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0558/


Castlemaine Field 

Naturalists for their 

weekly spring 

wildflower 

walk.  The walk 

was in the 

Muckleford Forest 

off the Red, White 

and Blue Mine 

track.  Twenty one 

species of 

wildflowers were 

observed flowering in and around the enclosures erected by the 

Newstead Landcare Group in 2000 to protect the rare sticky boronia 

plant.  Many of these plants were flowering as well as the cypress daisy 

bush, downy grevillea, marianth, early nancies, fairy wax, yam daisies 

and wax lip, leopard, caladenia and nodding greenhood orchids. 

  

 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/early-nancy/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0459/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0493/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/cypress-daisy-bush-olearia-teretifolia/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0464/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0656/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/img_0488/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/nodding-greenhoods/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/29/local-wildflowers/wax-lip-face/


Garden Market: 
 

Could anyone who took plants home after potting up day, please take them 

to Sue Spacey’s home before Friday 2nd November.  Sue will accept them up 

to 2 weeks before.  Just give her a ring to let her know when you will drop 

them off – or if you need them picked up, this can also be arranged.  Just give 

Sue a call on 5470 5834. 

Don’t forget donations for the raffle (or monetary donation) need to get to 

Maxine so she can organise the prize. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

September is the third month of the financial year. Income is now ahead of expenses 

by $90. The stall holders at the garden market have been making payments and there 

have been a small number of new members. 

 

Cash at Bank as at 30/09/2018                                                                                                               
$4,675.32  

 



Castlemaine & District Garden Club Meeting 
Tuesday 25th September, 2018 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 
Present: Sue Albert, Marion Cooke, Alec Cooke, Marion Downe, 
Edward Gollings, James Grant, Tanya Grant, Sue Grimes, Judy Hopley,  
Philip Hopley, Jean Lorenz, John MacIntyre, Barbara Maund, Peggy Munro, 
Kaye Dannatt, Jenny Nuske, Lynda Prest, Ann Roman, Gabe Roman,  
Sue Spacey, Heather Spicer, Maxine Tester, Bev Tozer, Judy Uren,  
Julie-Ann Webster, Neil Webster, Mary Carrall, Sue Saide & Jo Welsh. 
Visitors: Sue Murphy, Kay Sinclair & Kathy Hodge 
Apologies: Charlotte Harriman, Peter Rotteveel, Janine Young and 
Maria Young  
 
Agenda: 
 

1.  Treasurer’s report: as shown in MULCH with the modification of 
moving one item from expenditure to assets. Acceptance moved:  
John MacIntyre  Seconded:  Judy Uren  Motion: carried  

 
2. Wildflower walk 

 Tomorrow we will join the Field Naturalists in their weekly 
wildflower walk, meeting at the Octopus at 3.45pm for a 4.00pm start.  The 
walk will be approximately one hour to see the sticky boronias at 
Muckleford. 

 
3. Posies For Seniors   

 This will be Tuesday 2nd October.  Please add your name to the 
information and volunteer sheet.  Volunteers are needed to donate flowers 
and foliage at Peggy’s by 10.00am 

- to make up posies at Peggy’s at 10.00am 

- deliver the posies to the residents, meeting at 
Penhall at 2.00pm.  

 

4. Show parade is Friday 2nd November 
 Members are needed:  

- to deliver flowers and foliage in the morning 
   - to make posies in the morning 

- to hand out seed packets, posies and flyers at the  
  parade 

 

5. Garden Market is on Sunday 4th November, in the paddock opposite 
the Castle Motel. The roster has been emailed.   

 Each member is asked to take flyers to distribute. 
 Please remember to make a donation to the monster raffle, taking it  



 to Maxine at 51 Berkeley Street, Castlemaine. 
 

6. End of Year Breakup 
 Details are on the sheet doing the rounds.    
 

7. Planning 2019: A suggestion sheet is being circulated for your 
thoughts for 2019. 

 
8. What’s on: 

 Bolobek open. 
 HEDGE 
 Castlemaine Festival of Gardens 
 

9. RHSV Hanging Basket competition 
 This wasn’t entered last year and we would like to enter for 2019.  

Any suggestions can be made to a c/tee member or if anyone wants  
to take on this responsibility they would be welcome.      

 
   
Meeting closed 8.00pm 

 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club  
Committee Meeting 

Monday 8th October, 2018 
Chair:  Marion Cooke 
Present: Alan Isaacs, Judi Kent, Judy Uren, John MacIntyre, 
Sue Spacey, Tanya Grant, Judy Hopley,  Philip Hopley & Jo Welsh 
Apologies:  
Agenda: 
 

1.  Market: Preparations going well, with a few extra stall holders, 
27/29 stallholders. 

 *ads being placed 
 *Phil to get in touch with Jo Wedgewood 
 *Alan – poster for Elphinstone 
 *Cookie to cut grass before marking 
 *Phil to contact coffee man 
 *Phil to organise toilet with U3A 
 *Judi to bring wheelie bins 
 *Maxine & Sue organising pricing on the previous Friday at Sue’s 
 *Judi to write notice for MULCH re bringing labelled plants to 

 Sue’s in time for pricing 
 *Alan to bring his trailer 
 *John to organise float 
 *Alan to clear excess monies as generated 



 *be there at 6.00am for a 6.30am start 
 

2. Show Parade  
 * posies to be made at Peggy’s 9.30 am 
 *request for foliage and flowers 
 *Judy Uren to coordinate parade 
 *Marion to organise the car with the flowers and seeds 
 *flyers for the market to be handed out with seeds 
 *members need to bring a basket 
 *meet 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start at Community Education,  
             Templeton Street 
 

3. October meeting   
 Speaker - Sue to try to organise either Denise Jepson or s/one 
from the selection c/tee for Castlemaine Festival of Gardens, otherwise 
we will show a gardening DVD. 
 Christmas function - the last chance to pay at next meeting.  
Circulate form.  Notice in MULCH 
 

4. Discussion re donations from the club  
 *Melton Botanic Garden is an example of a community group 
working towards the creation  and preservation of a unique garden 
environment that benefits the whole community.  Judy Hopley 
moved that the club donate $500 to the Friends of Melton Botanic 
Gardens to be used in the further development of the extensive garden.  
Seconded: Jo Welsh  Motion: carried unanimously 
 *Phil is to investigate the donation of seating to the Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens. 
 

5. BirdLife Castlemaine group are approved to borrow the 
projector with reciprocity. 

 

6. Pastoral carer 
 Discussed the appointment of a pastoral carer to send cards to 
unwell members, etc. 
 Judy Uren appointed. 

 

7. Change of meeting time 
 A survey, with space to comment, is to be constructed with the 
aim of ascertaining whether a change is warranted.  
 

8. The Treasurer’s report was accepted.    
 
Meeting closed 3.00pm 



 

Discounts  
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2018 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   

 Maine Garden Centre  

224 Barker Street  

10% off garden related products over $10.  



     
  

 Next Meeting:  
October 23rd 7.30pm 

Speaker   
Barbara Maund and Denise Jepson – 
“The Pleasures of Dry Climate 
Gardening: One Woman’s Project” 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Christmas Function: 27th November 

at Goldfields Track Café. 

Don’t forget to let Sue know if you 

are joining us! 

  

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


