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President’s Message   

 

Well, spring has certainly sprung.  I think my garden is probably looking the 

best it has ever looked at this time of the year.  It certainly has been a great 

year for all the bulbs, such a shame when they die away but they will always 

come back again – a great little package of beauty! 

It was lovely to hear Graeme Watson tell us about the frogs in our area at our 

last meeting.  So nice when someone is passionate about their subject.  I 

have to keep an eye out now for frog spawn in my pond and move it to a 

safer place if it happens because of the fish.  You would think the frogs would 

recognise the danger but, from what Graeme says, they are in such a 

breeding frenzy that I guess they don’t care what happens to the kids! 

A group of us spent a very enjoyable day at the Melton Botanic Gardens 

recently.  What a fantastic job those volunteers have done in such a short 

period of time.  The garden is only ten years old and is looking fabulous.  I 

would urge anyone to go and see what can be done with native plants and 

what is growing in the most unlikely of places. 

This month we have Judy and Philip giving us a talk about the wildflowers in 

our area.  I have noticed the Early Nancies have started so there must be 

more out there and the wattles are looking fantastic.  We will also be able to 

go on a “wildflower walk” with the Field Naturalists following the meeting. 

Please don’t forget about the giant raffle for the Garden Market.  Your 

donations can be left at Maxine Testers home in Berkeley Street.  The signage 

is up for the Garden Market and we have a great variety of garden related 

stall holders arranged thanks to Philip and Alan.  The grounds should be a bit 

more even this year as the paddock has had a bit of levelling done. 

I will have the roster for the Garden Market available shortly and look 

forward to seeing you all there. 

See you soon. 

Marion Cooke. 

 



Talk on Frogs by Dr Graeme Watson 

At the August meeting, Dr Graeme Watson, a noted frog expert, gave a 
fascinating talk about frogs, particularly those that are local to our 
area.  Graeme is a past member of the Garden Club whose considerable 
contribution to the club was acknowledged at our 30th birthday celebrations 
in 2015. 

 

Graeme Watson 

Graeme showed a photograph of the Spotted Marsh Frog that is widespread 
and well adapted to our urban as well as rural environments.  It is quite small 
and usually a grey-green or brown colour with irregular dark patches. These 
colours vary and it sometimes has a light-coloured stripe running down its 
back.  They start calling when the weather becomes warmer.  Some calls are 
territorial whilst others are used to attract females. 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/08/30/talk-on-frogs-by-dr-graeme-watson/


 

Spotted marsh frog 

The eggs of this frog are found in our ponds and look like a foamy mass. 
Within a week it is easy to see with the naked eye the development of the 
tadpole.  Tadpoles spend varying amounts of time in the water – sometimes 
up to a year before becoming frogs. 

Graeme mentioned a number of other frogs including two local burrowing 
species.  These are nocturnal feeders and like cultivated dirt. Some species in 
Central Australia have been known to spend six to eight years underground, 
only emerging when it rains. 

The key to providing a frog-friendly garden is to create areas that give good 
cover and to provide water.  Ponds should not have fish as they eat the eggs 
and tadpoles. They should have sloping sides to allow frogs easy access and 
be surrounded by vegetation to provide protection. 

The presence of frogs is generally an indicator of a healthy natural 
environment. Threats to frogs are many including numerous predators, 
drying environment, loss of habitat and use of herbicides. 

Graeme has an application on his phone called FrogID produced and available 
from the Australian Museum.  The app can be used to identify frog calls in 
the various Australian states.  Graeme demonstrated a few frog calls 
including the Eastern Banjo frog known colloquially at the Pobbleponk! 



 

Eastern Banjo frog – Pobbleponk 

Thanks to Kaye Payne for taking notes at Graeme’s talk. 

Rose pruning at the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 

On a lovely sunny August morning several garden club members helped 
prune roses at the Castlemaine Bots. 

 
 
 

Thanks to Maxine Tester for organising the working bee.  Head Gardener, 
Gillian Miller, was delighted to receive the help! 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/08/22/rose-pruning-at-the-castlemaine-botanical-gardens/img_0326-1/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/08/22/rose-pruning-at-the-castlemaine-botanical-gardens/img_0328/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/08/22/rose-pruning-at-the-castlemaine-botanical-gardens/img_0327-1/


Visit to Melton Botanic Garden 

A well-attended visit to the Melton Botanic Garden was held early in 
September.  Before taking us on an extensive tour of the garden, John, from 
Friends of the Melton Botanical Garden Inc., gave a talk about the 
development of the Garden from its beginnings fifteen years ago to the 
current year.  John also outlined future plans and explained the importance 
of the Friends group and the volunteers who work at the Garden. 

 

 
 

 

We enjoyed the guided tour of the impressive Gardens that include a Dryland 
Arboretum holding more than 100 species of Eucalypt, indigenous plantings 
including creek and lake rehabilitation, plants that tolerate a dry climate and 
low water conditions, magnificent old River Red Gums, a bushfoods garden, 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/09/07/visit-to-melton-botanic-garden/20180905_102531/


Southern African garden, West and South Australian gardens, a sensory 
garden and a Mediterranean garden. 

 





 

The Friends plant nursery where plants are propagated and sold proved to be 
very popular with our group! 

Thanks to John and other volunteers for spending the time with us and for 
providing morning tea. 

Further information about activities at the Garden can be found on the 
Friends’ website: 

http://www.fmbg.org.au/ 

http://www.fmbg.org.au/


Peggy’s Pearls  

I mowed around the edge of my Blue Woodland yesterday and was amazed 

by the number of Ipheions along the southern boundary. This is an area of 

rough grass that has not been watered this century and the plants, mainly 

bulbs are all terrific at multiplying themselves and doing great things. The 

trees to provide the shade are one very large London Plane and two Chinese 

Pistascia, still quite small. Around the boundary, to give this area its seclusion 

are other trees and shrubs of evergreen and deciduous varieties. There is a 

lovely maple, a crab apple, a couple of cotoneasters, a cordyline, a large 

unvariegated box and a few other sundries that make a great home for all the 

small birds.   

I don’t do much in here, but every year or so I find some of the emerging 

bulbs and weed around them and perhaps spread a bit of leaf mould or 

compost or other mulch.  This regime suits the bulbs; the Ipheions, the blue 

bells, the grape hyacinths, the galanthus and whatever pops up. There are 

winter iris, hellebores, solomons seal and other bits and pieces. This year I 

think I’ll get Rod to whippersnip the lot, say in December, when all should be 

ready for the year’s rest. 

 

I am usually surprised when something pops up. This year on the other, sunlit 

edge of the Blue Woodland, amongst some very determined blackberries, is a 

fall of my favourite bulbinellas that just looks great. They have been 

wonderful all around the garden this year.  

When I want to plant something new I usually have found some bulb or other 

in the place already, and so those came out and the new goes in and I plant 

the original in some other spot. So hence my surprise when the bulbs, 

especially, come up in two places instead of one. 



My garden will be open from 2-6pm on the Saturdays and Sundays, 

September 22&23, 29&30, and in October on the 6&7. I would really like 

some garden friends to visit.   22 Burnett Road, Castlemaine. 

I am still waiting for the last of the daffodils and jonquils to flower.  

With a neat mow everything looks great. 

Happy gardening.  PEGGY M 

Don’t forget our Giant Garden Club Raffle for the 

garden market. 

All donations to be given to Maxine Tester at the next 2 meetings or 
delivered to her home at 51 Berkeley Street. 

If you are delivering, kindly leave your name with the parcel if Maxine is not 
at home. New members please be aware that we ask everyone to donate 
something small (around $10.00). If you wish, Maxine can take a cash 
donation and buy something with your cash. 

Let’s see if we can have another bumper raffle! 

Our minimalist Garden Club display for the garden market! 
Castlemaine Events Exhibition in the Market Building. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=22+Burnett+Road,+Castlemaine&entry=gmail&source=g


 
Committee meeting minutes 
 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee Meeting 
Monday 10 September, 2018 

 
Chair:  Marion Cooke 
Present: Judy Uren, Alan MacIntyre, Sue Spacey, Tanya Grant,  
Judy and Philip Hopley 
Apologies: Alan Isaacs, Jo Welsh, Judi Kent 
Agenda: 

1. Posies for Senior’s Week:  Marion has spoken with Castlemaine 
Health CEO who will meet garden club members at Penhall at 2.00pm 
on Tuesday 2 October.  Item requesting members to help make 
and/or provide flowers and foliage and to deliver posies to be placed 
in September MULCH and clipboard to be circulated at September 
meeting. 

 
2. Marion advised that one of the club’s gazebos has been lent to 

Oakwoods Smallgoods in exchange for items for a door prize to be 
given at the club’s end-of-year dinner. 

 

3. End-of-year breakup: Sue advised that a booking has been made at 
the Goldfields Track Café, Harcourt for a buffet Christmas dinner on 
Tuesday 27 November, 6.00 for 6.30pm.  It was agreed that the club 
will contribute $10 towards the cost of the dinner for each member.  
Cost for members will be $20 plus drinks to be bought at the café’s 
bar.  RSVP to Sue by 31 October.  Clipboard to be circulated at 
September and October meetings and item to be placed in MULCH. 

 

4. At the September general meeting, Judy and Philip Hopley will speak 
about local wildflowers with members invited to join the Castlemaine 
Field Naturalists group for a wildflower walk the following day (27 
September). Details in MULCH.  

 

5. Sue to contact Elaine Geraghty about speaking at the October 
general meeting and a follow-up garden visit. 

 



6. Garden market: display has been put up at the Market Building for 
Castlemaine Events Exhibition.  Stall holder bookings are being 
received and thanks to Alec Cooke, rough areas of the paddock have 
been levelled.   Marion will prepare a roster 0f members to help at 
the market.  Flyers and posters have been prepared and members at 
the September meeting will be given a small batch to deliver to 
neighbours, friends etc. 

 

7. Planning meeting for 2018 will be held on Monday 12 November, 
2.00pm at Sue Spacey’s.  A clipboard will be circulated at the 
September and October meetings for members to provide 
suggestions for speakers, visits etc.  Item also to be placed in MULCH 
inviting members to send suggestions to the club’s email account. 

 

8. The Treasurer’s report was accepted.  On John’s suggestion, it was 
agreed that the new line marking trolley be moved from expenses to 
assets. 

 

9. Next committee meeting: Monday 8 October 2018, 2pm at  
Judy and Philip Hopley’s. 

 

 
Wildings, Wilkies Road, Campbells Creek 



Diary Dates 

Wildflower walk: Wednesday 26 September 

Meet at the Octopus (opposite the Castle Motel, Duke 

Street) at 4.00 pm to join members of the Castlemaine Field 

Naturalists on their weekly wildflower walk.  Walks usually 

finish by 5.30 pm 

Posies for Seniors 

Please help to make posies for our senior residents at 
Castlemaine Health. 

When:  Tuesday 2 October, 10.00 am 

Where:  Peggy Munro’s, 22 Burnett Road, Barkers Creek 

Bring:  Flowers and foliage  

If you are unable to assist but have flowers and foliage 
please drop them into Peggy’s. 

 

 



Members also needed to deliver the posies to residents 

When:  Tuesday 2 October 

Where:  Penhall Hostel, Cornish Street, Castlemaine 

Time:   2.00pm 

Show Parade 

Friday 2 November 

Members needed to make posies on the morning of the 2nd 

and then handout packets of seeds and posies during the 

parade 6-7 pm. 

 

 

Garden Market 

Sunday 4 November 8.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Where: The paddock opposite the Castle Motel, Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 

 



Planning the Club’s calendar of events for 2019 

A planning meeting has been scheduled to organise the 

Club’s 2019 calendar. 

When: Monday 12 November 

Where: Sue Spacey’s, 6 Grumont Street, Castlemaine 

Time: 2.00 pm 

If you have suggestions for speakers, garden visits and/or 

trips please send them to the Club email account: 

cdgardenclub@gmail.com and/or suggest them to a 

committee member.   

A clipboard for suggestions will be circulated at both the 

September and October general meetings. 

Please contribute your ideas so that the committee can 

organise a terrific program for the coming year!! 

End of Year dinner 

We will celebrate the end of year and Christmas this year at: 

Goldfields Track Café, Harcourt 

Tuesday 27 November  

6.00 for 6.30 pm 

The club contribute $10 per member for the buffet dinner.  

The cost for members will be $20 with drinks available at the 

bar. 

RSVP to Sue Spacey: 5470 5834/0403 038 352 by 31 October 

mailto:cdgardenclub@gmail.com


ALSO  

… Hedge, Horticultural Endeavours Demonstrating 

Gardening Enthusiasm 

22 September – 7 October 

Flyers available at the Market Building, Castlemaine. 

Contact: Peggy Munro – 5472 2086 

 

… Gardens of the Goldfields, Castlemaine & District 

15th Biennial Festival of Gardens 

3 – 11 November 

Six of our members have their gardens open! 

More information available at: 

https://festivalofgardens.org/ 

 

Warrawong - Marion's garden at Yapeen 

 

https://festivalofgardens.org/


 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

August is the second month of the financial year. Expenses 

are running ahead of Income by $645. This mainly relates to 

the upcoming Garden Market; advertising and periodic items 

(e.g. insurance and hall hire).  

 

Cash at Bank as at 31/08/2018                                                                                                               
$4,346.31       

 
 
 
 



 

Discounts 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2018 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor’s Home Centre  

5% off garden related products  

   

 Maine Garden Centre  

224 Barker Street  

10% off garden related products over $10.  



  Next Meeting:       

 25 September 2018 

 Speakers:  

Judy & Phil Hopley 

 Local Wildflowers 

 

Next Committee Meeting: 

8 October 2018 

  

                    ########################  

   

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


