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President’s Message   

Well, spring is just around the corner and, at the moment my garden is 

looking splendid.  Daffodils and jonquils are really doing well and adding 

those lovely splashes of yellow everywhere throughout the garden.  The only 

yellow I don’t like is that b….y oxalis which I try very hard to eliminate every 

year without success.  I do pull it out if it dares to flower!  The flower buds on 

the crab apples, plum trees and apricot are getting fatter – not long now. 

We are coming up to our busiest time of the year with senior’s week, the 

show parade and the Garden Market.   

Please add these dates to your calendar:  

Tuesday, 2nd October for posies for seniors, bring along whatever you have 

from your garden to Peggy Munro’s at 9:30 to create then deliver to 

Castlemaine Health in the afternoon. Sue Spacey is co-ordinating. 

Friday, 2nd November Show Parade, Same message as above to create posies 

to hand out at the parade.  We will also need walkers to distribute.  If you 

have any seeds please give them to Sue Spacey.  Judy Uren to co-ordinate. 

Sunday, 4th November Garden Market.  The roster will be ready next month 

which should give you plenty of time to arrange any changes required. 

Jo Welsh has organised for us to visit Melton Botanic Gardens on 

Wednesday, 5th September.  We will car share for this visit.  Please be at the 

Octopus by 8.45 am ready to leave at 9.00 am as we need to be there by 

10:30 to meet with a guide from the Friends of the Garden and have morning 

tea. 

Our Speaker this month is Dr Graeme Watson, he will be speaking about 

Frogs and their importance in our gardens and the environment in general.  

Graeme is a past member of our club and well known by many of us, he is a 

dedicated gardener with a passion for frogs. 

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

Marion Cooke. 

 

 



Annual General Meeting 

 
Unconfirmed Minutes 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club Inc. 

A0007528E 

6.30pm Tuesday 24th July 2018 

 

1. Welcome: Meeting open 6.30pm 

 

2. Attendees: Alec Cooke, Marion Cooke, Marion Downe, James Grant, 

Tanya Grant,  Cynthia Hardiman, Judy Hopley, Philip Hopley,  

Alan Isaacs, Pam Isaacs, Damian Kelly, Lynne Kelly, Judi Kent,  

Jean Lorenz, Alison McMillan, John MacIntyre, Barbara Maund, 

Helen Morris, Kit Morris, Peggy Munro, Jenny Nuske, Lynda Prest, 

Ann Roman, Gabe Roman, Mike Spacey, Sue Spacey,  

Heather Spicer, Glenn Sutherland, Maxine Tester, Bev Tozer,  

Neil Webster, Jo Welsh, Maria Young 

 

3. Apologies: David Avery, Sue Grimes, Ian Johnston, Gill King,  

Barry Lacey, Jennifer Lacey, Sally Leversha, Eileen Park, Judy Uren, 

Julie-Ann Webster  

4. General business:  

The group has a gift of belladonna bulbs in need of potting up for 

the Garden Market.  Please put names on the list. 

   

  Grapevine cuttings or canes for use in basket making are available.   

  Contact Heather Spicer. 

 

Paper copies of MULCH to be discussed next meeting. 

   

5. Minutes of the previous AGM  Tuesday 25th July, 2017  
 Business arising from the minutes: NIL   Acceptance of the minutes: 

Moved: Judi Kent      Seconded:  Jo Welsh      Passed:  majority  



6. Reports 

 

  6.1 President: Marion Cooke 

  6.2 Secretary: Jo Welsh 

  6.3   Treasurer: Alan Isaacs 

George Milford has audited the report as a true and fair view 

of the club’s financial position. 

 Acceptance of the treasurer’s report: 

 

Moved: Judi Kent         Seconded: Philip Hopley Passed:  majority 

 

7. Election of Office Bearers  

 

Positions declared vacant:  Philip Hopley acted as the returning 

officer. 

 Nominations for the following positions have been received: 

  President  Marion Cooke 

  Vice President  Judy Uren 

  Treasurer  John MacIntyre 

  Secretary  Jo Welsh 

  Social Secretary Sue Spacey 

  Committee  Tanya Grant, Judi Kent 

   That the nominees be appointed. 

 

   Moved:  Philip Hopley Seconded: Peggy Munro  Passed:  majority 

 

8. Change of Bank Signatories 

 

          The outgoing Treasurer proposes that the incoming Treasurer, John     

          MacIntyre be added to the signatories at the Bendigo Bank and that he  

          be given access to the Castlemaine and District Garden Club Inc. Bank  

          Accounts, including Internet Banking and the authorisation of online  

          payments. 

 

 Moved:   Alan Isaacs Seconded:   Peggy Munro  Passed: majority 



 

    9.   That there be no change to the annual membership fees. 

   Moved:  Philip Hopley   Seconded:  Jenny Nuske   Passed: majority 

 

  10.   That an auditor be appointed to do a yearly audit. 

   George Milford has agreed to do this. 

   Moved:  Marion Cooke  Seconded:  Alan Isaacs  Passed:  majority 

 

  11.   Listing of support positions: 

 

   Meet & Greet   Judy Hopley 

   Technical Support  Philip Hopley 

   Supper   Jo Welsh 

   Editor of MULCH  Judi Kent 

   Web page and email  Judy Hopley 

   MULCH Distributor & 

   Membership officer  Maxine Tester 

   Trading Table   Gill King 

   Raffles   Maxine Tester 

   Garden Market  Alan Isaacs, Philip Hopley 

   Show Parade   Judy Uren, Marion Cooke 

 

Meeting closed at 7.30pm. 

 

 



Birds and Collecting Ladies 

Following the 2018 AGM, past member Damian Kelly entertained members 
with a talk encompassing his interest in birds and also for botanical art, in 
particular that of women artists of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Damian referred to his recently published book “Castlemaine Bird Walks: a 
guide to walks and birds in the Castlemaine district” and the companion 
website: castlemainebirds.com.  https://castlemainebirds.com/ 

Many of the birds featured in the book also visit Damian and Lynne’s garden 
in Castlemaine.  Damian spoke of the importance of providing water for birds 
and also mentioned that feeding wild birds is acceptable provided that care is 
taken to provide the correct food rather than bread and scraps.  Providing a 
variety of habitat plants, shrubs and trees, native and/or ornamental, will 
ensure that wild birds will visit your garden.  Understanding bird behaviour 
and their food preferences, e.g. seed eaters, nectar feeders, insect eaters, is 
also important when creating a diverse environment to attract birds to an 
area. 

 

 

Enjoying the bird bath! 

 

Women artists who collected and 
painted botanical specimens in the 
19th and 20th centuries are much 
admired by Damian, not only for the quality and accuracy of their work, but 
also for the intrepid journeys they undertook to remote locations in their 
search for rare flowers and plants. 

Women artists mentioned by Damian include: 

Marianne North – the obsessive solo world traveller. Collaborated with 
Darwin and Von Mueller. Built her own gallery in Kew Gardens that is still in 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/07/31/birds-and-collecting-ladies/


existence. Was a friend of the Hookers – famed father and son Kew Gardens 
Directors. Mentored others such as Ellis Rowan and Margaret Forrest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellis Rowan – travelled the 
world. Illustrated botanical 
textbooks in the USA, had 
exhibitions in Australia and 
London. made a living as an 
artist. Clashed with the likes 
of Buvelot, Lindsay and 
others in the male 
dominated artist scene. 

Margaret Forrest – wife of 
John Forrest who was 
involved in Federation, 
Premier of WA. Margaret travelled with Marianne North (the 8 hour ride), 
was a good painter in her own right and organised exhibitions for Rowan and 
North. 

Marianne Campbell – Von Mueller collaboration and painter. Ended up 
owning Duntroon in Canberra. 

Ida McComish – travelled widely in Asia and the Pacific with her botantist 
husband painting and collecting. 



Damian recommended the following books for those who would like to 
explore the work and feats of these wonderful women. 

Penny Olsen: Collecting Ladies – Ferdinand Von Mueller and Women 
Botanical Artists 
(NLA Publishing 2013) 

Leonie Norton: Women of Flowers – Botanical Art in Australia from the 
1830’s to the 1960’s (NLA Publishing 2009) 

Marianne North: Abundant Beauty: The Adventurous Travels of Marianne 
North, Botanical Artist (Greystone Books 2011) 

Marianne North: A Vision of Eden: The Life and Work of Marianne North 
(Published in collaboration with the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 1980) 

Christine Morton-Evans: Flower Hunter: The Remarkable Life of Ellis Rowan 
(Antipodes Books and Beyond, Ltd. 2009) 

        Judy Hopley 

 

Please Note: 

The Car Trail scheduled for 1 September has been deferred.  It is hoped 
that this popular event will be held sometime in 2019: watch this 
space!! 

  

 



Peggy’s Pearls  

Everything is looking SPRING: Daffodils, Jonquils, Leucogeum, Galanthus, Iris 
ungulicularis, and more.  All are wonderful as they do their own thing. But 
this year the daffodils and the miniature daffies all look the same!  The tulips 
and hyacinths still to come as well as my splendid Bulbinellas.  Blossom is 
wonderful on my Parrotia with the red stamens in clusters all over every 
branch. They look brilliant in the sun. Now I wait for Forest Pansy to do its 
thing! Then the various japonica.  

 
 
I’ve been weeding like mad, and spreading my compost/mulch mixture, 
around plants to feed what is already showing and over what I hope will 
emerge soon. 
 
One cold, windy morning I sorted out my seeds, all of them. What was tied 
up in the corners of hankies, in envelopes, (saved by me and others) and 
commercial packets. They all went into a high lipped tray, got stirred up with 
a packet of rock dust I got from somewhere. Then on a very still morning I 
spread them all over where I had been weeding. So hope for seedlings and 
not weeds!  What will come up? Wait and see. 
 
Our wonderful Garden Club Mulch arrived one Saturday morning. A great pile 
next to my dam. Easy enough to barrow to all parts of the garden.  
There is wood ash to spread first. Timing is the essence ———-rain first, 
spread ash, rain again and then spread mulch. Will there be something to see 
in September, October, November? All the rain we have had should set up 
my garden for the coming months. I really shouldn’t have to water this 
summer! 
 
I hope you are all keeping busy and out of rain and wind. 
Happy gardening.  Peggy M. 
PS       What has 20 big wheels, makes groaning, loud noises and came to my 
garden on a moist Saturday? 



                    

 
Parrotia 

 
The answer to Peggy's PS!! 



Stop Press!! 
 

A car trip has been planned to the wonderful  
Melton Botanic Gardens 

 
Wednesday 5th September 
 
Meet at the Octopus carpark, Duke Street, Castlemaine 
(opposite the Castle Motel). 
8.45 am for departure at 9.00 am sharp for arrival at gardens at 
10.30 am for morning tea and guided tour. 
 
The following members have already volunteered to drive (Judy 
Uren, Sue Spacey, Maxine Tester and Jo Welsh), but more 
would be welcome.   
 
Morning tea will be provided with lunch at member’s expense 
at a venue in Melton. 
 
If you would like to attend please add your name and contact 
number to the excursion sheet to be circulated at the August 
general meeting or contact Jo Welsh on 5472 3162 or 
johanmwelsh@gmail.com 
 

 
                          Melton Botanic Gardens 
 
 
 

mailto:johanmwelsh@gmail.com


Posies for Seniors 

Please help to make posies for our senior residents at 
Castlemaine Health. 

When: Tuesday 2 October, 10.00 am 

Where: Peggy Munro’s, Burnett Road, Barkers Creek 

Bring: Flowers, foliage and small glass jars (jars can also be 
given to Sue Spacey at the August and Sept. meetings) 

Members also needed to deliver posies on the afternoon of 
2 October. 

 

 

Don’t forget our Giant Garden Club Raffle at the garden 

market. 

All donations to be given to Maxine Tester at the next 2 meetings or 
delivered to her home at 51 Berkeley Street. 

If you are delivering, kindly leave your name with the parcel if Maxine 
is not at home. New members please be aware that we ask everyone 
to donate something small (around $10.00). If you wish, Maxine can 
take a cash donation and buy something with your cash. 

Let’s see if we can have another bumper raffle! 



Committee meeting minutes 
 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee 
Meeting 

Monday 13th August, 2018 
 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 
Present: Marion Cooke, Tanya Grant, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey,  
Alan Isaacs, Maxine Tester, Judy Uren, Jo Welsh 
Apologies: Judy Hopley, Philip Hopley, John MacIntyre 
Agenda: 
1. A very warm welcome to Tanya. 
2. Posies for Seniors 
Helpers are again needed for posy making at Peggy’s (Marion to check OK) 
on Tuesday 2nd October, and later after lunch to deliver them.  Any 
donations of small jars go to Sue.  Jo to inform the PA to the CEO of this 
event. 
3. Parade posies & seed pkts 
The parade is Friday 2nd November.  Volunteers needed in morning to make 
posies. Seeds are to go to Sue. 
4. Order of meeting 
This has been given as meeting followed by supper, followed by guest 
speaker.  
5. MULCH delivery is to remain as is with Judy Uren assisting Maxine. 
6. Garden Market raffle - notice for MULCH by Maxine.  
7. Facebook page development to be discussed at the next c/tee 
meeting. 
8. Sue to organise Christmas buffet at Donna’s, Tread Café, Harcourt. 
9. Bus Trip 
Not enough interest in a bus trip so a visit to Melton Botanical Garden has 
been organised for Wednesday 5th September with some members 
volunteering to drive (Sue, Maxine, Judy, Jo).  Meet at the Octopus at 
8.45am, leaving at 9.00 for a 10.30 arrival at the gardens.  Bring maps and 
morning tea (Jo), and own keep cups if wished.  Names of participants 
needed at next meeting.  Fill in interest sheet, prepared by Jo. 
10. Maxine is to find out about rose pruning in the Botanical Gardens. 
11. Thank you to all who helped with the belladonna plantings.  Letter 
of thanks has gone to Lyn Willem. 
12. War on Waste 
Tanya is to investigate how to dispose of pots responsibly. 
 
Next meeting: Monday 10th September at Marion’s 
 



Alert!  Jenny Nuske’s Secret Recipe revealed 

Spinach Dip (as enjoyed by everyone at the AGM) 

500gm sour cream 

300ml mayo 

250gm spinach/silverbeet 

1 pkt Spring Vegetable soup mix 

 Mix all together and put in a scooped- out bread cob. 

   YUM! 

     Thanks Jenny  

 

Congratulations to Barbara Maund and Denise Jepson on the 

release of their new book – The pleasures of dry climate gardening: 

One woman’s project. 

The book recounts the creation of Barbara’s former Kennedy Street 

garden and describes all aspects of building the garden and its planting 

schemes. 

What a valuable resource for our local region, indicating what does 

and doesn’t work in our climate. 

Copies of the book are at Stoneman’s 

bookroom or can be obtained by 

emailing Denise 

denisejepson@outlook.com. 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.creationsbykara.com/2015/01/25-savory-superbowl-food-ideas.html/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://allnaptural.blogspot.com/2013/02/shampoo-bar-and-headband-giveaway-winner.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Dry Gardens 
We all have issues with getting enough water for our garden, so the following 
article (provided by Barbara Maund) gives some tips for dry climate gardens: 
 
Dry gardens have a character of their own and that character does not 
necessarily need to be scarce on foliage, colour and lush growth. 
 

Desert Landscapes: 

Some of the most spectacular natural landscapes in the world are found in 
deserts.  A desert landscape uses the arrangement and choice of materials to 
replicate the appearance of desert conditions.  The design should be informal 
to create a natural look. 
Use raised garden beds to promote good drainage and ensure that the plants 
that are used in dry conditions do not become waterlogged.  Cover pathways 
and garden beds with sand or gravel mulch.  Features to include are a dry 
creek bed, or perhaps a small pond or oasis.  Stunted/ smaller/ gnarled trees 
will also create the appearance of an arid landscape. Paving should blend into 
the garden and complement the colours of a desert landscape. 
Some plants to consider:  Tussock grass clumps; Cacti; Desert succulents; 
annual daisies; Natives of inland Australia (e.g. mallee eucalypts, certain 
acacia; banksias). 
 

Xeriscapes: 

Xeriscape was a term coined to describe landscaped gardens that have low 
water requirements.  It uses many of the features of desert landscape such as 
mounds and raised beds but allows for a wider range of design styles. In fact 
the only thing you wont find in a xeriscape garden is an irrigation system. 
Garden beds are often mulched with organic material such as wood chips.  
Plants can be arranged close together and plants such as oleander with its 
glossy green foliage are often included.  Paving, furniture and even a small 
gazebo can be added to the design. 
 

Australian Bush Garden: 

Not all Australian plants are appropriate for a dry garden – but many are.  

Look for plants that come from the drier parts of the country.  Many of these 

such as Darwinias and Eremophilas have spectacular flowers. 



When setting out your garden, provide plenty of light for your plants.  Avoid 

plants with dense vegetation and don’t place them too close together.  Use 

the space to create features with rocks, ground formations and old logs.  If 

you are including trees in your garden (every bush garden should have at 

least one gum tree) make sure they won’t shade out other plants.  For a 

ground cover try the creeping boobialla (myoporum parvifolium). 

 

Cacti and/or Succulent Collections: 

Just because you have a dry garden doesn’t mean you can’t have plenty of 

colour.  Succulent ground covers such as pigface and sedum can blanket the 

ground with a carpet of foliage or flower colour.  Many of the different types 

of cactus will give your garden that dryland look while providing magnificent 

brightly-coloured flowers.  You can include a fabulous array of plant shapes, 

sizes and textures.  Because of their architectural shapes, cacti suit both a 

semi-formal or informal garden style. 

 

Minimalist Landscapes: 

Another style of the dry garden is the minimalist landscape.  This can be 

formal or informal in design, with an emphasis on hard landscaping features 

like paving and outdoor structures.  When plants are incorporated, they are 

few in number, but stunning in appearance; e.g. large palms, yucca, cactus, 

cordyline or agave in a pot. 

 

Tips for Water Conservation: 

Improve the soil’s water holding capacity (add organic matter, water crystals, 

deep watering) 

Decrease water loss (with mulch and shade) 

Grow more dry tolerant plants. 

 

 



Diary Dates 

Show Parade: Friday 2 November 

Members needed to make posies on the 

morning of the 2nd and then handout packets 

of seeds and posies during the parade 6-7 pm. 

 

 

Garden Market 

When:  Sunday 4 November 

Time:    8.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Where: The paddock opposite the Castle Motel, 

Duke Street, Castlemaine 

 

 

  



 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

This is my first treasurer’s report; I am picking up the role from Alan. This is 

the first month of the new financial year – hence the Income and Expense 

accounts will only show the movement for July. Note the Petty Cash float has 

been paid back into the Bank Account.   John MacIntyre 

 

 

Cash at Bank as at 31/07/2018                                                                                                               

$4,564.29       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discounts  
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2018 membership 

card for identification  

 

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor’s Home Centre  

5% off garden related products  

   

 Maine Garden Centre  

224 Barker Street  

10% off garden related products over $10.  



     
  

 Next Meeting:  

 28 August 2018 

 Speaker:  

Dr Graeme Watson 

 Frogs  

 

 

  

                    ########################  

  ######################## 

The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


