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Presidents Message   

Hello all.  I don’t know what the rest of you think but I reckon that we 

are having some of the coldest, nastiest weather for a long time! What 

happened to our lovely sunny, winter days? Last Wednesday didn’t get 

above 6 degrees! 

Enough whinging for now.  

This month sees our AGM with a shared meal of soup and sweets.  If 

past years are anything to go by we will be treated to some wonderful 

gourmet delights.  We have some great cooks/chefs among us and it is 

always a delight to sample all the different tastes available. 

I am looking forward to Damian Kelly’s talk about birds.  I was given his 

book for my birthday and Elaine Geraghty and I have visited a couple 

of the areas he describes – can’t say we have come up with any 

photographic masterpieces as yet but we will keep trying.  Another 

inspiring photographer is Geoff Park – check him out on Instagram or 

join his blog, amazing stuff. 

On the garden front things are ticking along quite nicely.  The nerines 

seem to be holding their flowers for quite a while and the Spring bulbs 

are starting to flower.  I will have to start culling the poppies shortly 

they are everywhere – hopefully will put on a good display.  The Ash 

trees have their flowers already which seems a bit early to me and the 

lilacs buds are well advanced. 

As I write this the fog is starting to lift and the sun is coming through 

making the raindrops from yesterday shine like diamonds – I love 

gardens! 

Sorry for all the waffle – see you at the meeting. 

Marion Cooke 

 

 



 

Fish and Chip Night:  
 

We gathered once again in 

the hospital auditorium for 

our annual fish and chip 

night.  Members brought 

along their “fast food” for a 

fun informal evening.  We 

were delighted by Judy and 

Philip’s photos  

from their US trip and 

despite Judy being 

unable to attend, Philip 

regaled us with stories 

from the trip.  

Then it was Peggy’s 

turn.  She delighted us 

all with her gardening 

trivia and much 

merriment ensued.  

      

 

 

 

 

 



 

Peggy’s Pearls  

 

Penny lent me a new book to read, a gardening book of  

course, and I am enjoying it so much, so far.  

It is a very big book, over 400 pages, with lots of illustrations, 

so I should be able to get through it without too much 

difficulty.  
  
This new book is called ROBERT FORTUNE: A Plant Hunter in 

the Orient written by Alistair Watt and published by Royal 

Botanic Gardens Kew, in the UK.  
  
It tells the story of Robert Fortune, his life and exploration 

and gathering of plant material in the mid 1800s in China 

and Japan. This was an exciting time when China was 

unknown to the rest of the world and about the time of the 

Opium wars.  

 

So far I have been able to recognise lots of plants found in 

China by Mr Fortune and know some well because they grow 

in my garden.  

 

There are great lists of references and appendices but the 

one to interest me is the list in Appendix 6 of plants 

introduced to cultivation in the UK, India and Australia by 

Robert Fortune.   

 

A quick look down helps me find Ceratostigma 

plumbaginoides a great low shrub with bright blue flowers 

and lovely autumn coloured bracts, the winter jasmine, 



Jasminum nudiflorum coming into flower soon with its bright 

yellow show of colour. Others I know are here are the Fatsia,  

Forsythia, Clerodendrum  bungei (which died), Lonicera 

fragrantissima (beautiful perfume now in winter), and I 

guess I will find more as I read along.  

 

I have had another read of Barbara’s book and found more 

of interest.  Have you seen this publication yet, a book with 

interest to us in Castlemaine?  
  
In the outdoors I have been pulling up three cornered onion 

weed. A whole bucket full so far and did the same last year. 

Will I ever win? What about Cleavers? Going strong again 

but so easy to pull now that some bigger plants are 

smothering the little ones.   
  
In one patch (the x blackberry area) I have weeded around 

the wonderful cyclamen and hellebore and the little mouse 

plant that survived being under the blackberries for about a 

decade. Then I spread a surround of mulch/ compost for 

each and prayed for rain to give them a wonderful start to 

their new growth. Signs of flowers already.  
  
Not much damage from frost but it kept me inside because it 

was so cold.  Looking forward to longer warmer days.  

Happy gardening,  

PEGGY M  
  

   

  



Castlemaine and District Garden Club  

Notice of Annual General Meeting Date 

Tuesday July 24, 2018, 6.00 for 6.30pm 

Guest Speaker:  Damien Kelly: Birds  

Soup and Sweets Dinner  

    
 

Peggy’s Finches 



Preparing For Grafting: 

 
This month it is time to collect your scion wood for grafting later in the 
year.  Why?  Grafting successfully, relies on having the scion wood 
dormant at the same time the tree you are grafting onto is coming out 
of dormancy in early spring.  So if you collect the scions now and keep 
them chilled, they will still be dormant in 
spring. 
Collecting Grafting Wood: 
First choose the variety you want to put on 
your tree and find a tree of that variety.  Ask 
friends and neighbours if they have a tree of 
that variety in their garden.  Most gardeners 
are only too happy to share. 
The wood must be one-year old wood.  This 
will be the wood at the end of each shoot. It 

is usually a different 
colour than the older 
bark. 
Scion wood must be as big and healthy as 
possible.  Look for new growth that is at least 
the diameter of a pencil, and about as long as a 
pencil. 
Look for well formed buds and make sure the 
wood you are collecting is not diseased and 
that the bark looks healthy. 
Storing Grafting Wood: 
The wood needs to be kept at a cool 

temperature (but not frozen) until you are ready to do your grafting in 
early Spring.  This fools your scion into thinking it’s still Winter and 
holding it in its dormant state.  A cool room is perfect for this but a 



fridge will do.  Don’t store in 
the same place as ripe fruit, as 
the ethylene gas the fruit 
produces can encourage the 
wood to break dormancy.  It’s 
also important to keep it out 
of the light for the same 
reason. 
Wrap the wood so that it 
doesn’t dry out, but this 
doesn’t need to be airtight.  
Wrap it in plastic or use up 

those single use supermarket bags. 

Wrap each variety separately and label them. 
Growing Your Own Rootstock: 
Take cutting from a known rootstock if possible.  If a grafted rootstock 
has put up suckers, this is a great source of cuttings.  The suckers must 
be only one year old.  Either dig up the sucker roots and all or take 
cuttings about 25cm long- cutting the bottom flat and the top slanted 
so you know which way up to plant.  Push the cutting into fine sand so 
it is 2/3 buried.  Keep damp and wait for Spring. 

 



COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee 

Meeting 

Tuesday 12th June, 2018 

 
Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey, Alan 

Isaacs, Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy Hopley, Gill King 

Agenda: 

 

1. Bus Trip 

  Not enough interest shown in the two-day trip.  

Perhaps Eurumbene in September.  Sue & Judi to seek a 

driver. 

2. How to use our funds.  Ideas were tossed around - 

seating near ‘octopus’, public seating near Wesley Hill Hall, 

labels for the Botanical Gardens?  Jo to contact Jill.  Ask for 

ideas at next mtg. 

3.  Next mtg.  Is organised.  Judy needs to only bring 

memory stick.  Also, next time posies go to the hospital, we 

need to inform the PA to the CEO. 

4. AGM -to discuss at c/tee mtg prior on 2/07/18 

- AGM notice needs to go in MULCH 

- soups & sweets for dinner.  List to be started next mtg. 

5. Subscription to NZ Gardener to continue. 

 

Meeting closed 11.30. 

Next meeting 9.30, 2/07 at Alan’s 
    



Treasurer’s Report  
This is my last treasurer’s report for the time being as, after three years as 

treasurer, I am resigning at the AGM and proposing John MacIntyre as the 

new treasurer. Subject to the voting of members, I will be happy to stay on 

the committee as an assistant to the treasurer. Below is the report for June; 

an annual report will be prepared as a separate booklet, with more details of  

 
      Cash at Bank as at 30/06/2018          4,803.99  
     



Discounts  
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts  

You will need your 2018 membership 

card for identification  

   

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ)  

10% garden related products over $10.  

   

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products  

   

 Gardens Etcetera  

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items)  

   

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 10% discount  

   

 Stoneman’s Bookroom  

10% off for purchases over $10  

   

 Taylor Brothers  

5% off garden related products  

   

 Maine Garden Centre  

224 Barker Street  

10% off garden related products over $10.  



     
  

 Next Meeting:  

24 July 2018 

Speaker   

Damien Kelly  

Birds  

A.G.M.    

soup and sweets dinner 

########################  

   

######################## 
The Castlemaine & District Garden  

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth  

Tuesday of each month from        

February to October at the Wesley Hill 

Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the club is open to all 

and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is sent to members with 

email accounts.  

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  New 

members are very welcome.  

   


