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Presidents Message  

Well it certainly is Winter.   

It is so nice to look out the window and see green grass – we have had some very 

welcome, lovely rain and the tanks are almost overflowing! 

Our meeting last month was terrific.  So much pleasure and passion on display.   

From Sue with her dry sense of humour and stories to Judi with her inspirations and 

energy and Jo with her everlasting search for knowledge and dedication to the task 

at hand.   I am sure everyone enjoyed hearing their stories, seeing their pictures and 

participating in a bit of science.  Many thanks to all three of you. 

We had planned for us to visit the Shrine of Remembrance on the day after the 

meeting.  Three of us, Judy U, Cookie and I were the only ones who turned up at the 

station.  We had a most enjoyable day.  The Shrine is well worth the visit.  I had never 

been inside although it certainly features in my memory from way back.  I was five 

when we first arrived in uustralia and lived in a flat just of  St iilda Road very close to 

the Shrine.  So wonderfully situated in the “kink” in St iilda Road the building 

features prominently in the views from the top of Swanston Street which was our 

view coming in from the north after our move to Bendigo then from the South when 

we moved to Sale in Gippsland.  I remember the Queen lighting the Eternal Flame 

and watching many uNZuC day ceremonies. 

ufter our talk about the Gardens of the Shrine last year, it was lovely to see what has 

been achieved.  Such a fitting memorial to our heroes. 

The “potting-up” day went very well at Sue Spacey’s and members have taken pots 

to care for until the Garden Market. 

This month we have our “fish & chip” night up at the hospital. 

Judy and Philip will tell us all about their big trip last year – I hope Judy is well enough 

by then. 

Please come along with your takeaway dinner and enjoy the companionship in a nice 

warm venue. 

See you there. 

Marion Cooke 



Potting Up Day: 
 

Once again, a group of 

gardeners made their way to 

Sue’s with armfuls of cuttings 

to enjoy a fun morning 

creating new plants for the 

garden market later in the 

year. ufterwards we enjoyed 

morning tea, as usual beautifully 

made by Sue.   

 If you were unable to 

make it that day, there is 

still time.  Have a look around your garden.  There’s sure to 

be something to pot up.  Remember Don Burke’s adage – If 

you share your plants with friends and yours dies, you’ll be 

able to get a cutting from your friend and all is not lost! 

  



 

Peggy’s Pearls 

 

I have been weeding almost every day in my garden. 
Separating small pieces from larger plants and replanting, 
then adding compost and mulch. Lots of bits left over which I 
am trying to find the time to plant elsewhere.  
But it has been so cold some mornings and I have been too 
lazy to make the effort until the afternoon, when it has been 
warmer. Everything seems to be growing like steam. 
Some of the bulbs are up and flowering but others like my 
pink nerines seem to be just sitting there. I wonder if they 
realise it is too cold to flower and have decided to sit there 
as buds? 
Because I have been working in garden beds the lawn/grass 
looks disgusting.  
Evidence that climate is affecting gardens. When I first 
gardened here in Castlemaine, not so much as now, the 
lawns/grass were mowed in the warmer months. Because 
they grew because they were watered: now I mow only in 
the winter when the grass is growing because it has rained. 
Hooray for the last lot of lovely rain! 
 
The book I have been admiring just this week is a new book 
published privately by someone you all should know.  
It is called  
The Pleasures of Dry Gardening .........one woman’s project.  
 
The authors are Barbara Maund and Denise Jepson with 
photographs by Mary Thompson. 



There are wonderful pictures of 62 Kennedy Street and 
interesting chapters detailing lots of information about 
making this garden. 
 
ufter last month’s talks by Jo and Judi and Sue, it was a great 
surprise when Barbara gave me the book to read.......before 
the launch, next month.        Thank you, Barbara.  
 
64 iennedy Street was Barbara’s major contribution to the 
gardens of our area. Although it belongs now to someone 
else, we will have strong memories of this fine garden.  
 
If I could make the same commitment to my own garden it 
would be a miracle. Barbara’s skills and knowledge are what 
made her garden so complex and such a pleasurable 
experience to visit on so many, many levels. 
 
My gardening has been influenced by all sorts of ideas from 
everywhere and it is beginning to have more input about 
climate change influences as well as the knowledge that I 
know I am getting older!!! 
 
What are you thinking about the history of your garden and 
what may happen to it in the future? 
Keep warm and weeding, 
Happy gardening 
     PEGGY M 
 

 



Hoe, Hoe, Hoe 
 

These are the plants we do not want in the garden and just 
keep coming up, and the only way to get rid of them is not to 
spray, but to be more persistent than they are, and you will 
win in the end.   It is really a question of who gets tired first. 
This is a good time of year to start, while they are not 
growing as fast.  Most can be put in shallow layers in the 
compost bin, between dry material and manure, but try and 
remove couch grass first. 
Having cleared an area of weeds, the important thing is to 
keep it clear.   
Using my favourite tool - a long-handled hoe - I go over the 
ground at least once a week (little and often is the main 
idea).   Even oxalis will give up if you chop off the green 
leaves whenever they appear, and certainly never let them 
flower. 
In the vegetable area hoe between 
the rows, even if you can’t see any 
sign of a weed and try to walk 
backwards so as to Leave No 
Footprints!   Weeds grow better 
in compacted soil. 
‘The price of peace is eternal 
vigilance.’ 
 

     Penny Garnett  
  



 Maldon Garden Club Fundraiser: 
 

Date:  4/8/18.  1pm – 4pm 

Venue:  Maldon Community Centre: 6 Francis Street, Maldon 

Guest Speaker:  Melissa King plus afternoon tea. 

Bookings essential 

Contact Carmel 0417 014 763 or carmelnaismith@gmail.com 

Apology: 
Due to health reasons beyond her control, our secretary cannot print the minutes at 
this time.  Jo will forward the minutes via email when circumstances resolve, and 
they will appear in next month’s MULCH also.  

Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Notice of unnual General Meeting 

Date:  July 24.  

Guest Speaker:  Damien ielly            

      Birds  

Soup and Sweets Dinner to follow. 



Cacti: 
I recently read, in one of my many gardening books, that all 

cacti are succulents but not all succulents are cacti.  What 

makes a cactus a cactus?  Is it the 

prickly bits or is it the flowers that form 

directly from the leaf??? 

It seems that cacti comprise one group 

of stem succulents, distinguished by a 

unique feature: the areole, a pad like 

bud from which flowers and shoots grow. 

Cacti, a family from the umericas, are 

distantly related to the carnation! 

Cacti have dispensed with leaves which 

would only transpire precious water 

during photosynthesis.  To compensate, 

they have enormously swollen and 

spongy stems, often being almost spherical, so that they 

provide nearly as much light-catching 

area as leaves would. Many have 

developed ribbed forms; the ribs 

ensuring that at least part of the plant is 

in its own shade. 



Because a fat and juicy plant full of water 

would be irresistible to desert animals, the 

typical cactus has armoured itself with spines.  

Some have so many that they also serve to 

shade the body of the plant from the sun. 

Their inbuilt tolerance of extreme drought 

makes them invaluable in arid climates.  They 

need sun, sun, sun; perfectly drained but rich 

soil; to be allowed to dry out completely through their 

dormant winter.  They may shrivel a little at this time but will 

recover very quickly when you water them in spring.  Most 

can tolerate a light frost but are better if they don’t have to. 

Like other succulents, propagation is via seeds, division or 

cuttings, depending on type. 

  

  

  

 Judi K. 

  



Treasurer’s Report 

  



Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2018  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% garden related products over $10. 

  

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Maine Garden Centre 

224 Barker Street 

10% off garden related products over $10. 



  
 
 

  

Next Meeting: 

Speakers  

Judy and Philip Hopley 

“Our Trip” 

Fish and Chip night 

At Castlemaine Hospital 

Auditorium 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

2pm, 2nd July at Alan’s 

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per 

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you) 

Mulch in colour is sent to members 

with email accounts. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 
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