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 Presidents Message   

Hooray it’s RAINING.  We have had quite a bit so far and I can already see a 

tinge of green!! 

I had managed to get two trailer loads of horse poo and most of my compost 

spread before it began and have spread the seeds off the annuals.  Hopefully 

they will create a nice display in Spring. 

The bulbs are mostly up and ready to go.  Next job is raking up the Autumn 

leaves when they finish dropping and composting them.  They are looking 

lovely at the moment. 

 

What a great day we had for the interclub day.  The members from both 

Maldon and Maryborough expressed their delight with the day.  They 

enjoyed seeing three diverse gardens and seemed most impressed with the 

catering. 

Many thanks to Pam and Alan, Judi and Dennis and Gill for inviting us all to 

visit and share their wonderful gardens and properties.  Many thanks also to 

you all who created the wonderful food for us all to share – as always there 

was too much, but better that than not enough. 

 

This month we have three of our members, Jo, Judi and Sue talking to us 

about setting up a garden from scratch. 

Jo’s wonderful suburban garden, cram packed with lovely stuff to eat and 

look at.  Sue’s larger garden with terracing and  structures and vegies and 

plants. Judi’s, bigger again with design features, wonderful roses, and much 

more! 

I hope to see you at the meeting. 

 

Marion Cooke 



Peggy’s Pearls 

Rain is very welcome. Things are happening all around. The grass, 

ground looks greener, but nothing to cut! The white nerines are in 

many places around the 

garden. When I came many 

years ago they were in a 

large area but all together. 

Over the years they have 

been spread around and 

this lovely clump is up near 

the drive.  

When weeding under the 

crab apple I discovered that the tiny clematis had lots and lots of tiny 

bells. These are not seen as you casually walk past. I will need to think 

of a way to see them more easily! 

 

More rain and isn’t it wonderful. I’ve 

been inside reading and practising 

my guitar. I’ve also sorted out some 

seeds to chuck around any bare 

patches and I will see what comes up 

later in the year.  

I am so pleased with how all the 

trees and shrubs look as they are so 

much the bones of my garden. Some 

even flower! And there are more 

deciduous trees than evergreen so 

there is a lot of different colour.  

Berries too are a nice addition to the scene at this time of year. 



April Meeting 

 

John Blake spoke at the April general meeting 
about growing proteas.  John and his wife, 
Valerie, grow these magnificent flowers on their 
four-hectare property at Harcourt.  They initially 
began growing proteas in Castlemaine in the 
1980’s eventually moving to the higher slopes of 
Mount Alexander where fertile, good draining soil 
and being above the frost line has contributed to 
the production of top quality flowers for local and 
export markets.  John and Valerie also grow 
leucadendrons and leucospermums, also long-
lasting South African flowers much prized for 

floral arrangements.  John advised that they cannot provide enough flowers 
to Japan where proteas are in high demand. 
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John brought along many beautiful 
varieties of proteas that were passed 
around and much admired.  In our 
climate, he suggested that good varieties 
to grow include Protea Pink Ice, Protea 
Repens and King Proteas.  They should 
be planted in free draining soil, in 
mounded beds.  Once established they 
do not require watering or 
fertilising.  Because of their root 
structure they are susceptible to 
phytophthora, a fungal disease.  Proteas 
are pruned in order to produce many 
flowering stems.  It takes 4 or 5 years for a plant to have a good quantity of 
long-stemmed flowers but once established plants can have many blooms 
during the flowering season.  Cut flowers can last up to four weeks.  Trim the 
stems and then change the water every 3 or 4 days. 

Club members enjoyed John’s talk and were delighted to be able to choose 
flowers to take home with a generous suggestion from John that a small 
donation be made towards to the Club’s finances. 

 

A leucadendron doing okay in the rubble that 
passes for soil in the Hopley's garden, Campbells 
Creek 

  

 

A King protea growing well in Gill 

King’s garden, Harcourt North 

 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/talk-on-proteas/20180424_203859/


Visit to MASARG house 

 

A small group of members were shown around the MASARG (Mount 

Alexander Shire Accommodation and Respite Group) garden by 

Heather Morrison on Anzac Day.  Heather attended the February 

general meeting to thank the club for the donation of $500 towards 

the garden so it was good to see where the funds have been spent.  

Our donation has been used to purchase advanced deciduous trees, 

including ashes and oaks.  These have been planted on a bank around 

the house.  Funds were also used to cover the cost of digging holes in 

the rocky soil before the trees were planted.  Whilst there is more 

planting to be done, it is a credit to Heather and her husband, Ian, to 

see the progress made already.  Those using the house now have 

wonderful facilities including a peaceful garden setting with lots of 

birds already feeding on the native plants. 

 

 

This garden bed was 
established less 
than 12 months ago! 

 



 

Some of the deciduous trees purchased from our donation 

Heather, in blue, talking about the trees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip to the Shrine of 

Remembrance. 

Wednesday 23rd May 
  



 

Visit by Maldon and Maryborough Garden Clubs 

 

A great turnout of members on Saturday 28 April to host a big group of visitors from 

both the Maryborough and Maldon Garden Clubs.  Pam and Alan Isaacs hosted 

morning tea at their lovely home in Elphinstone, then our visitors moved on to Judi 

and Dennis Kent’s property in Harcourt.  Here a delicious lunch was provided by club 

members and our visitors enjoyed strolling around the Kent’s garden.  Finally, 

everyone moved on to Gill King’s home in North Harcourt to admire the splendid 

views and yes, to eat more food!  This time a luscious afternoon tea.   

 

Above:  Welcome to 

our progressive day 

Above right: Pam and 

Alan’s lovely garden 

Right: Wandering at 

Kent’s garden. 



Thanks to the committee for organising this 

wonderful event, to the hosts who 

welcomed our visitors to their homes and 

gardens, to all the club members who 

provided food and participated in an 

enjoyable day and, of course, to our visitors 

for making the trip from Maldon and 

Maryborough. 

 

  

Above and right:  Fellow 

gardeners enjoying lunch 

Below:  Old eucalypt at Gill’s 

Below right:  Marvelling at 

Gill’s stunning view. 



Book Review 
Robert Fortune.  A Plant Hunter In the Orient  by Alistair Watt  

The author, who lives at Lavers Hill, has written a fascinating book on 

the life of a fellow Scot, who was sent by the Horticultural Society of 

London to collect for them, making four trips between 1843 and 1860. 

Two of the later ones were sponsored by well-known nurserymen, and 

each lasted three or four years.   He kept a journal and after each trip he 

published an account of his travels which gave him an income and 

added to his reputation. 

The British India Company paid him to collect camellia sinensis, (tea 

plants,) and take them to an area in the Himalayas to establish an 

industry there.  He moved 20,000 plants and seedlings, and also 

escorted Chinese tea makers and their equipment to demonstrate the 

tea-making process.   Watt is able to prove that Fortune did not in any 

way smuggle tea into India, as recently suggested. 

Fortune was born in Berwickshire, in 1812, the son of a farm labourer, 

and had only primary schooling before moving south to London, and set 

off in 1843, leaving a young wife and son.  It was soon after the First 

Opium War and foreigners could only travel safely round the Treaty 

Ports, so his collecting was at first in an area south of Shanghai and 

offshore islands.   As well as collecting in the wild he found plants in 

the grounds of temples and inns, and got to know the local nurserymen 

to source rare plants.  To travel inland he sometimes disguised himself 

as a Mandarin with a wig and pigtail, and made his servants do all the 

talking, for his own safety. He traveled over long distances by river and 

canal, which was easier than by road, and trekked into mountainous 

areas. 

He is credited with introducing over 280 species and varieties, 

including cumquat, mandarin, daphne, akebia, rapheolepis, jasmine, 

gardenia, wisteria, wigelia, and many new varieties of camellia, peony, 

and chrysanthemum, among others, as well as many seeds and plants of 

conifers.  He packed his plants in enclosed glass boxes, (known as 

Wardian cases) to survive the long voyage home. 

The book is magnificently illustrated, with coloured pictures on every 

page. Some are from the author’s arboretum, (he is also a seed 

collector) and one, of a double yellow rose, from Buda. 



Fortune not only collected plants, but also beetles and reptiles.  He 

described canola as a crop, and the production of both silk and fine 

porcelain, and brought many pieces of porcelain home for later resale.   

After his final trip he lived on equal terms with many botanists and 

horticulturalists of the time, eventually retiring to Scotland, where he 

died in 1888 

The final chapter is an account of a small group led by Watt, following 

in the steps of Fortune, finding many of the same places, even with 

changed names, and even the same very old trees. 

So much research has gone into this book, yet it is not hard to read and 

full of interest.   I do not know when I enjoyed a book more ! 

The best way to borrow it is from the Colac Library on Interlibrary 

Loan, or, as I did, go to Bookdepositary, and it arrived within days. 

 

Penny Garnett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antique Perennials. A short 

talk prior to the screening of the 

film Five Seasons by Matt Reed 

Sunday 20th May at Theatre Royal 

at 4pm 

Tickets $17.50 and $15 from 

Green Folly and Theatre Royal  
 



APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club General Meeting 

Tuesday 24th April, 2018, 7.30pm 

 

 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Marion Cooke, Sue Albert, Edward Gollings, Sue 

Grimes, Cynthia Hardiman, Judy Hopley, Philip Hopley, Alan 

Isaacs, Pam Isaacs, Judi Kent, Gill King, Alison McMillan, John 

MacIntyre, Helen Morris, Peggy Munro, Jenny Nuske, Eileen 

Park, Lynda Prest, Ann Roman, Gabe Roman, Sue Spacey, 

Heather Spicer, Maxine Tester, Judy, Uren & Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Lorna Anstey, Ian Johnston and Barbara Maund 

Visitors: John Blake and Valerie Blake 

 

1. Welcome to all, especially to our visitors 

2. Pea Straw information is still to come.  Place orders on 

the list. 

3. Show & Tell.  Gill showed a plant with leaves only.  She 

had previously sought help re identification, by showing its 

flower, a pink trumpet with purple spots, minus the leaves. 

Still no luck in identifying it. 

4. Trading table has abundant selections of seeds, 

succulents, rhubarb, iris and lambs’ ears. 

5. Bus Trip.  The committee is currently investigating the 

possibility of a two day  bus trip.  Please express your 

interest as requested in MULCH. 

6. Respite House.  The visit is tomorrow 25th April, 

meeting at the house at 10.00am or at the Octopus at 

9.45am.     

7. Correspondence In and Out is as listed. 



8. Progressive Day.  Meeting at Octopus at 10.00am, 

travelling to Pam & Alan Isaacs, Wright Street, Elphinstone, 

followed by Judi & Denis Kent’s Faraday property on Harmony 

Way and lastly to Gill King’s garden, Harcourt. 

As we are expecting a large group of maybe seventy in total, 

please be generous in your contributions to the catering. 

Please take your name tags with you tonight to use on the 

day, not forgetting to return them next meeting. 

9. Raffle 

10. Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer apologised for absence 

last meeting, describing how this demonstrated the need for 

an assistant treasurer.  If interested, please see Alan or any 

c/tee member.  The report is as listed in MULCH. 

 

Meeting closed 8.00 

Speaker: 

John Blake 

 
 
Borrowed 
landscape 
 
                     Marion Cooke 

 



Treasurer’s Report 
Following last month’s general meeting, John MacIntyre has stepped forward to 

volunteer as an “Assistant Treasurer”. John has an excellent background for the role, 

having been involved with computer systems in the finance industry. On a different 

note, the report below shows that our club is cash rich – what are we going to use 

these funds for? 

 

 

 

 

  



Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support 

us in the form of discounts 

You will need your 2018  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% garden related products over $10. 

  

 Mt Alexander Timber and Hardware (formerly Beards) 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Maine Garden Centre 

224 Barker Street 

10% off garden related products over $10. 



  
 
 

  

Next Meeting: 

Speakers  

Sue Spacey, Judi Kent, Jo 

Welsh 

Setting up a New Garden 

 22nd May at Wesley Hill 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

12th June at Jo’s 

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per 

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you) 

Mulch in colour is sent to members 

with email accounts. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 
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