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So, where’s the rain????                              

     Marion Cooke 

mailto:a.isaacs@bigpond.com
mailto:judik1@skymesh.com.au
mailto:judyandphilip@gmail.com
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/
http://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/


Presidents Message   

Well still no rain – the garden is just hanging in there! 

I have noticed some nice autumn colours appearing, particularly on the ornamental 

grape.  Real catch your eye RED and the Claret Ash are slowly changing.  I keep 

thinking I should rake the paths and then I think “What’s the point?” in a few more 

weeks all the leaves will have fallen and it will be cool enough to get out there and 

work. 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our last meeting. I really enjoyed Gill’s talk 

about the trees in the Botanic Gardens.  It was most informative and lovely to think 

those gardens are there for us all to enjoy and admire. 

Heather Morrison’s talk about the Respite House was very well received and a few 

people have expressed an interest in visiting the facility at some stage.  I have a list of 

eight members who are interested and I will let you know when we have arranged a 

date suitable to all.  I am aiming for a Wednesday as that was the most preferred 

day. 

On Thursday last week I joined with the Rose and Garden Group to visit the Blue 

Lotus Watergardens at Yarra Junction.  What a place!  If you ever get the chance to 

go and look at this - do it! 

The waterlilies and lotus were fantastic and I couldn’t resist buying a lotus.  I have 

always wanted one to enhance the fishpond so now it is in there.  I had to remove a 

very large waterlily to get some space so if anyone wants some bits of this they are 

currently in the wheelbarrow filled with water. 

Tanya and James Grant’s dam will soon be looking fantastic with their lovely new 

Papyrus, we will have to plan a visit at some stage. 

Saturday saw seven of us visit Lambley Nursery which was looking very nice, 

particularly the lovely green grass under the cherry trees and in the Pear Walk.  Philip 

and Judy went their own way and Jo, Peggy, Barbara, Gill and I enjoyed a picnic under 

the pine trees in Creswick – another lovely day. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting for our talk on indigenous plants. 

Marion Cooke 



A bit of fun in 

the tropical 

pond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A perfect bud 

 

Nature’s shower 

heads, Lotus seed 

pods. 

A lotus bloom. 

 



MASARG 

Heather Morrison attended the February meeting to thank the club for our donation 
of $500 towards plants for the garden of the respite house. 

“The Mount Alexander Shire Accommodation and Respite Group (MASARG Inc.) is a 
dedicated, independent group of parents, carers and community members working 
to address the critical need for respite and accommodation infrastructure and 
services for people with disabilities in the area”.  A respite house was completed at 
McKenzie Hill in Castlemaine in 2016 and a number of organisations and people have 
contributed to landscaping the gardens. 

Heather spoke about the benefits of having lovely trees and shrubs in an attractive 
landscaped garden and mentioned some of the plants and trees purchased and 
planted from the donation made by our club.  A visit for club members to the garden 
is planned in the near future. 

 

 

Front of Respite House (photo courtesy of MASARG) 

 

 

 



 

 

Peggy’s Pearls 

 

I am nearly always reading something about gardens.  
 
Over the last few weeks I concentrated on a large book called “Tuscany, Artists 
Gardens” by Marcella Sgaravatti & Mario Gampi; call number 712.6 SGA.   
 

 
Cover photo by Mario Gampi 

 
Because these were Artists Gardens they were as varied and unusual as the artists 
themselves.  I recognised Jeffrey Smart as an Australian but I had never heard of the 
other Australians, Lindsay Megarrity and Donald Leveers, mentioned and written 
about in this book.  But and a big but, was the wonderful mosaics in the garden of 
Niki de Saint Phalle from page 148 on.  Huge, colourful, mirrored, spreading, totally 
mind boggling.  Nothing like anything seen before: even leaving Gaudi for dead! 
 
 
 



 
Now to bring us back to Castlemaine. Mosaics are around in our own gardens.  Have 
you seen Marion’s great dragon zodiac? 
 
 

 
Mosaic at Green Folly 

 
The present display of pieces at the New Green Folly?  Locally made and so colourful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The most appropriate small piece by Julie Shaw that hangs on the colour bond fence 
beside Tom and Christobel’s veggie patch.   
 

 
Mosaic by Julie Shaw 

 
Pieces in other gardens that you and I might know.They are all quite different but so 
interesting.  I am beginning to imagine a mosaic in my space.  
 
If it is going to rain again in this neck of the woods I wish it would soon. 
I can see the water glinting on my “to be” piece of art work!  
 
Happy gardening, especially if it rains.   PEGGY M 



Coming Up 

Glen Sutherland has suggested a theme for the April edition “Frost” 

We’re calling for members to submit their ideas 

regarding this challenge we face in a highly frost 

prone climate. 

 Which plants do best? 

 Which plants need protection? 

What sort of 

protection do 

you give? 

 

Send your comments to the editor at 

judik1@skymesh.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fleeting but stunning. 



Significant trees in the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 

Gill Miller, head gardener at the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, gave a fascinating 

presentation on the significant trees of the gardens at the February general meeting. 

The Castlemaine Botanical Gardens feature an outstanding collection of mature 
trees, including many conifers, elms and oaks.  Many of the trees are characteristic of 
late nineteenth century gardens and are classified on the National Trust’s Register of 
Significant Trees. An English Oak planted in 1863 is one of the oldest commemorative 
plantings in Victoria.  

In 2014 a survey of the trees in the gardens was undertaken.  Since then annual 

reviews have been conducted and recommendations on how to manage the health 

of significant trees have been made.  Staff have been implementing these over the 

past few years, including canopy reduction, branch removal and in some cases, the 

removal of trees, together with the planting of new trees.    

Gill spoke of the importance of mature trees in providing habitat for insects, birds 
and animals, all of which abound in the gardens.  They also provide welcome shade, 
wonderful colour and good mulch.   

Some of the most significant trees in the gardens include: 

Jersey Elm (Ulmus minor ‘Sarniensis’) – One of only two known examples in Victoria. 

Large-leaved Lime (Tilia platyphyllos) – One of three known mature trees in Victoria 

English Oak (Quercus robur) – The oldest known planted tree in the gardens.  

Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) – The largest known example in Victoria. 

Stone pine (Pinus pinea) – Multiple specimens of these significant trees can be found 
around the gardens and provide habitat for the Powerful Owl. 

Weeping Elm (Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii) – planted in the 1970’s. 

 

 



 

English Oak (Quercus robur) 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides)  

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone pine (Pinus pinea)  

 

 

 

 

 

Weeping Elm (Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii)  



 

Due to the rarity of this species in cultivation, an old, lop-sided Mimosa bush (Acacia 

farnesiana), located on the south east boundary of the gardens, is of State 

significance. 

Inspired by Gill's talk, we spent a beautiful autumn morning in the gardens looking at 

many wonderful trees and taking lots of photos.  How privileged we feel to live in a 

town with such special gardens.  Thanks to those who originally planted these 

significant trees and to those such as Gill and her team who continue to look after 

them for future generations. 

Judy and Philip Hopley 

 

 

 

 



 

Trip to Lambley Nursery 

On Saturday, 3rd March, we had arranged a visit by the Club to Lambley Nursery at 

Ascot. 

Thanks to Jo with her bigger car and good air conditioning (it was 30deg even over 

there!) Peggy, Gill, Barbara and I were chauffeured in comfort. 

We met up with Judy and Philip at 

the Nursery and had a good wander 

around.  Some of the plants are 

doing very well over there.  I don’t 

think it has been quite as dry as we 

have had and he does water.  It was 

really lovely to walk on green grass 

beneath the avenue of pear trees 

(pyrus valiant). 

The Hopley’s purchased their 

namesake plant (origanum 

laevigatum ‘Hopley’s’) – pictured. 

A very pleasant day, just a shame 

there was not more people with us.              

 Marion Cooke 
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Phillip trying to identify a 

plant.  Identity still a mystery 

A lovely border crammed 

with cleomies 

Peggy resting at the end of 

the Pear Walk 

Yellow Clematis with lovely 

seed heads, and red Salvia. 



 
 

 

Minutes 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club General Meeting 

Tuesday 27 February, 2018, 7.30pm 
 
 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 
 
Present: Marion Cooke, Marion Downe, Barbara Maund, Susan Bassett, Judy & Philip 
Hopley, Sue Spacey, Ann & Gabe Roman, Peggy Munro, Edward Gollings, Bev Tozer, 
Helen Morris, Glenn Sutherland, Heather Spicer, Kaye Payne, Maxine Tester, Judi 
Kent, Julie-Ann & Neil Webster, Jenny Nuske, Jean Lorenz, Alison McMillan, Sue 
Grimes, Janine Young, Peter Rotteveel, Tanya & James Grant, Gill King, Paul Payne, 
Alan Isaacs, Lynda Prest, Judy Uren, Maria Young, Cecile Felix, several others whose 
names the secretary in unable to decipher(will be remedied for next meeting with an 
updated member list to sign in!), & Jo Welsh 
 
Apologies: Barry & Jennifer Lacey & Eileen Park 
Visitors: Heather Morrison, Gill Miller 
 
 
1. Welcome to all, especially to new members, Susan Bassett and Cecile Felix 
2. Correspondence In and Out is as listed. 
3. Program for 2018 
 The speaker for March has been changed.  Julie McHale will now speak 
about indigenous food plants. 
 The following Wednesday we visit Goldfields Revegetation, Mandurang. 
 An addition is a visit to the Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show 
for Sunday 25th March, travelling to Southern Cross on the 8.21 train.  Members 
 are asked to show interest by filling in the appropriate list. 
 We host visitors from the Maldon and Maryborough clubs at the April 
progressive day.  Help is being sought for supply of lunch etc.  Please fill in the 
appropriate list. 
4. Treasurers Report is in MULCH. 
5. Show & Tell - Jean Lorenz showed a beautiful succulent, almost in flower 
(lots!).  No-one was able to identify the plant. 
6. Raffle - winner, Marion Cooke 
7. Trading Table 
8. Meeting Close 
 



Speakers: 
Heather Morrison outlined a short history of the Respite House and described the 
plantings resulting from our donation. 
 
Gill Miller talked about Trees of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, outlining some 
of the processes that occur in the care of our gardens. 
 

 
A new tree doing well at the Bots! 



 

 

 

From the Editor: 

 

 I just spent a very entertaining morning at Mossbank Cottage where Judy 
Sherlock had some water iris’ she needed gone.  What a stunning garden Judy and 
Peter have created.  Judy welcomes visitors and has some great tips on gardening in 
our region. 
 
 I therefore have large clumps of water iris, blue and yellow (gamblers 
choice) which I have currently popped into our ever diminishing dam….If anyone 
would like some contact me after 19th March.  
 

 
                                           

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

It was delightful to have such positive feedback from Heather Morrison regarding our 
$500 donation for garden works at the MASARG respite house in July last year. The 
garden club also funds the $180 annual subscription for the NZ Gardener magazine at 
the Castlemaine library, and we pay an annual subscription to Buda. Given our 
healthy financial position, we would like to contribute to other worthy garden-
related community projects, and the committee welcomes any suggestions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Discounts 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in the 

form of discounts 

You will need your 2018  

Membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% garden related products over $10. 

  

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel: 5474 2333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Maine Garden Centre 

224 Barker Street 

10% off garden related products over $10. 

 

 

 



 

  

Next Meeting: 

Speaker Julie McHale 

Indigenous Plants and their 

uses. 

 27th March at Wesley Hill 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

 April 10th 9.30am  

At Sue Spacey’s  

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per 

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you). 

Mulch in colour is available via email 

on request. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 

  


