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 Presidents Message  

Hello All 

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Botanic Gardens last month – a most 

enjoyable evening with great company and not too hot after the weather we had 

been having.  A couple of prospective new members as well. 

I must confess to committing one of the seven deadly sins.  Envy.  The first weekend 

of this month I travelled to the Latrobe Valley and was hit by Garden Envy.  I stayed 

with a friend in Traralgon – a non-gardener – and she had the softest, greenest 

grass!! So lovely underfoot! Then I visited my son at Hazelwood South and everything 

was thriving there, roses and flowers everywhere, then, the piece de resistance was 

my grand daughter’s home in Hazelwood North.  Wow what a garden she and her 

partner have only recently acquired.  Every possible fruit tree known to man!  At 

least two of each different variety of peaches, nectarines, apricots, nashis, pears, 

apples (even a red fleshed one), macadamias, hazelnuts and kiwi fruit.  Persimmons 

and pomegranates as well as many different citrus types are everywhere.  All are 

doing very well and they have a great deal of learning to do to keep them all in order.   

I came home to a very dry and dusty brown garden that could do with a good week 

of soaking rain – I live in hope.  

My belladonnas have given me a great deal of pleasure and the cactus have been 

doing their thing with wonderful flowers.  The latest to flower only today.  Very 

strange it had these two sort of hairy “eyes” from about November last year that 

appear to have done nothing then, all of a sudden this massive beautiful white 

flower.  Ain’t nature wonderful! 

Your committee have been busy trying to ensure that the calendar is up to date and 

that we provide you all with things of interest each month. 

The Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show is coming up on the 21st to 

25th March.  It was suggested that, if people were interested, we travel together by 

train on Sunday 25th.  As this is before the March Meeting we can discuss it at this 

coming meeting. 

Our Speaker this month is Gill Miller, head gardener at the Castlemaine Botanic 

Gardens. 



Heather Morrison representing the Respite House will also give us a brief talk about 

their gardens and our proposed visit. 

I look forward to seeing you on the 27th. 

Marion Cooke 

 

 

Inter club day: 
We will be inviting Maldon and Maryborough Garden clubs to our Progressive Day 

planned for April 24th. 

We will be calling for volunteers to help with making sandwiches, sausage rolls and 

cakes so please think about what you can do. 

Morning Tea at Elphinstone        -        Lunch at Faraday        -        Afternoon Tea at 

Harcourt North. 

 

Danielle’s Nashis. Just some of the Belladonnas 



  

 

  

 The latest cactus flower. 

 

Does anyone know its 

name? 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscriptions are due: 
 

  

 

 

Avoid the Queue 

Pay your membership fees by direct debit into the 

club’s account 

BSB  633 000 

A/C No 104 908 280 

Ensure that your name is included either as payee or in the 

reference field. 

 



Peggy’s Pearls; 

I  have done a little now and then in my garden, mowed just before it rained, weeded 
a little here and there and bucketed water for a few newly planted bits and pieces 
around the place.  
But I have been taking some pictures that remind me just how differently some 
plants in the very same family can flower at such different times. The kniphofia “Little 
Maid” did its lovely bit really well in December, and the old original red/yellow has 
just flowered now.  
Both are beautiful and do well without extra water, but the more special pokers in 
different parts of the garden still haven’t done anything. Perhaps after this little 
sprinkle (2.6mm) they might surprise me with their different colours.  
Reading is my choice if it is hot, hot, hot.  
From the Library, I reborrowed Mandy  Stroebel’s “Gardens of the Goldfields”. (Call 
number 712.6 STR)  
This could be the recommended reading for all gardeners of our area. She writes 
about some of the gardens we know well and gives some sound advice with pictures, 
maps/plans and suggestions for plants that are so suitable.  
Another that I found really interesting and a great easy read was “Heartwood” by 
Rowen Reid (363.7 REI)  
This gives great info about many native and other trees grown in Australia for timber. 
After the introduction, that explains the interest of the author in growing trees on 
farms for economic and ecological reasons, each chapter deals with a different tree. 
There is much to learn about all sorts of facts about trees that I found fascinating.  
What happens when a nail is left in a tree?  
What happens if you cut off all the lowest branches?  
What happens if you plant them close together?  
How far apart.  
A great read that I recommended to all, so read it if you can.  
Much to learn!  
 
Then I read “There is no excuse for ugliness” by Clive Blazey, from Diggers. (635.9 
BLA)  
He has a different viewpoint when writing about trees.  
Think about shade!  
Another book with lots of interesting info.  
 
Of course I watched some cricket and tennis!  
Happy gardening all.  
Keep in the shade.  
PEGGY M 



A beautiful evening for a picnic! 

A large group of members, together with potential new 
members, enjoyed a picnic on a balmy January evening in the 
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens to kick off the club’s 2018 
program. 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/a-beautiful-evening-for-a-picnic/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/a-beautiful-evening-for-a-picnic/20180123_192651-2/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/a-beautiful-evening-for-a-picnic/20180123_192705-2/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/a-beautiful-evening-for-a-picnic/20180123_192716-2/
https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/a-beautiful-evening-for-a-picnic/20180123_192736-2/


Excursion to Mount Macedon 

Recently we visited the northern section of the Macedon Regional Park with 
the Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club.  We walked from Days Picnic ground 
to Sanatorium Lake and the Sanatorium Picnic area, returning to our starting 
point via an eco-tourism walking trail developed by Parks Victoria.  The cooler 
temperature and light showers were a welcome relief from the heat at 
Castlemaine.  

Various indigenous plants were sighted including Australian Bugle (Ajuga 
australis); Bidgee-widgee (Acaena novae-zelandiae); Scrub Nettle (Urtica 
incisa) host to the Australian Admiral butterfly; Native Fireweed Groundsel 
(Senecio linearfolius); Tasman Flax-lily (Dianella tasmanica) and Sweet 
Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa).  Manna Gums (E. viminalis), unfortunately no 
koalas, and Mountain Ash (E. regnans) were plentiful. 

As we neared the lake we observed that many Holly Trees (Ilex aquifolium) 
have spread through the forest.  Coming across a stand of Redwoods 
(Sequoia sempervirens).  A member of our group quipped that there was no 
need to visit California to see such trees!  At the Sanatorium picnic ground we 
were impressed by a number of beautiful well established trees including a 
magnificent Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica 'Atropurpurea'), a Linden (Tilia 
cordata), and an Irish Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo). 

These trees were obviously popular when the lake and picnic ground were 
established towards the end of the 19th century. They provide shade and 
colour against the backdrop of the lovely eucalypt forest. The man-made lake 
was built to provide water for a proposed sanatorium for tuberculosis 
patients and is famous for its intense reflections when the conditions are 
right.   

Many ferns, including tree ferns, mosses, lichens and fungi were observed. 
The cooler climate and wetter conditions of the Macedon area provide a 
variety of flora that appears quite lush compared to the type of vegetation 
that we are used to seeing in our local environment. 
 

Judy and Philip Hopley 

 

https://castlemaineflora.org.au/pic/e/eucal/euvim/euvim.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilex_aquifolium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens


 

Sanatorium Lake 

 

Linden Tree (at rear) and Irish Strawberry Tree  



Treasurer’s Report 
As can be seen in the following accounts, at the end of January we had 

approximately $5,000 in the bank. We have since repaid to the Rotary Club their 

$300 donation, and have paid $140 for our membership of Buda. We have also 

cancelled two long outstanding cheques for speaker fees. Given that membership 

fees are due at the coming meeting, we are in a comfortable financial position, and 

should be able to fund some worthwhile club activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 13th February, 2018 
 

Chair: Marion Cooke 
Present: Marion Cooke, Judi Kent, Sue Spacey, Alan Isaacs, Gill King, Jo Welsh 
Apologies: Judy Hopley 
 

1. March meeting change.  Greg Lyons unavailable.  Jo to find a speaker on 
indigenous plants/visit to Goldfields revegetation as substitute. 
 

2. Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show.  A club visit, utilising 
public transport, is planned for Sunday 25th March for those interested.  
Marion to prepare notice for MULCH.  Jo have sheet prepared for those 
interested for next meeting. 

 
3. Hand delivery of the MULCH to continue as the current system works 

well.   
 

4. The last of the bursary refunds has been returned and that fund is now 
wound-up. 

 
5. Discussion re April meeting with a 10.00am start at the Octopus, 

journeying to gardens in Elphinstone, Faraday and Harcourt with 
refreshments at each stage.  Help sheet to circulate at next meeting 
(Jo). 

 

6.  Next meeting  -  preparations for March and April. 
  - each member to prepare an itinerary for a possible   
    two day bus trip. 
 
 

7. Treasurer’s Report is as posted. 
 

8. Next meeting:  Jo Welsh’s Tuesday 13th March, 9.30 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in the 

form of discounts 

You will need your 2018  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% garden related products over $10. 

  

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel: 5474 2333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Maine Garden Centre 

224 Barker Street 

10% off garden related products over $10. 

 

  

MULCH is printed with the assistance of LEGION OFFICE WORKS 



 

  

Next Meeting: 

Speaker Gill Miller 

27th Feb 2018 

3rd March – Lambley Nursery. 

BYO picnic lunch. Meet 10am 

Octopus for car pool. 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

 Tuesday Mar 13 at Sue 

Spacey’s  

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per 

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH posted). Mulch in 

colour is sent to members via email. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 

  


