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CHRISTMAS PLANTS OF AUSTRALIA 

Wherever you are in Australia, christmas takes on a local hue, particularly 

with respect to the flowers we use to celebrate the annual festive season. I 

grew up on the NSW Central Coast and the floral magic was NSW 

Christmas Bush (Ceratopetalum gummiferum) and Christmas Bells 

(Blandfordia grandiflora). 

 

 

 

 

The striking red display of flowers is created not by the petals of the NSW 

Christmas Bush, but by its calyx, which is made up of the sepals that 

surround the petals. The petals are white and have generally dropped off 

by November and after that the sepals gradually enlarge and turn red. 

http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/ceratopetalum-gummiferum-johannas-christmas-nsw-christmas-bush/
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http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/christmas-bush.jpg
http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/christmas-bell.jpg


 
White Christmas – Ceratopetalum gummiferum  

 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum ‘Johanna’s Christmas’  

 
 

 

There are various shades of red, pink and even white sepals amongst the 

genetic variation in the species and there are named varieties such as 

http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/christmas-bush-white-christmas.jpg
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Albery’s Red , Johanna’s Christmas and White Christmas if you want to be 

sure of the colour. 

Flowering time varies in NSW Christmas Bush as well between different 

forms of the species and more importantly, among different locations, such 

that in Melbourne you are more likely to have peak colour in January, 

whilst it can be November on the NSW north coast or Brisbane. Cut flower 

growers in Australia and overseas have actually renamed this plant as 

“Festival Bush” to try and overcome the fact that it does not flower at 

christmas in all locations. 

In Victoria the common name Christmas Bush is used for an entirely 

different plant, one of the native mint bushes, Prostanthera lasianthos in 

fact. This plant forms a small to large shrub depending on the habitat it is 

growing in and is surprisingly widespread in the wild, ranging from 

southern Qld down the east coast to Tasmania, but it is in Victoria that it is 

perhaps most widely used in cultivation for its habit of flowering around the 

Christmas period. The showy displays of flowers may be either pure white 

or suffused with pink or violet hues with attractive spots within the flower 

on closer inspection. This is a worthy plant for the garden and should be 

trimmed back behind the flowers as soon as it finishes flowering. 

 
 

 

WA Xmas Bush Nuytsia floribunda 

http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/ceratopetalum-gummiferum-alberys-red-new-south-wales-christmas-bush/
http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/ceratopetalum-gummiferum-johannas-christmas-nsw-christmas-bush/
http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/nuytsia-floribunda-wa-christmas-bush.jpg


The Western Australian Christmas Bush is an entirely different type of 

plant to the Christmas Bushes of the other states. It is in fact a parasitic 

plant, which, in order for it to thrive, its roots must grow in contact with 

those of other plants in the bush such as wattles. There is not a great deal 

of research available on this subject and growing the WA Xmas bush in 

cultivation has proven rather difficult for gardeners, however, I have 

certainly seen it done so it is worth experimenting with if you can obtain a 

plant. The glowing orange-yellow flowers are a sight to behold when it is in 

full flower. It is a plant that flowers in response to bushfires which suggests 

to me that a good feed after it blooms will give the sort of growth response 

that would set up good flowering the following year. 

 
 

Another interesting Christmas Bush is Bursaria spinosa which is 

celebrated as a Christmas bush particularly in South Australia and 

Tasmania. In other states it goes by the common name of sweet bursaria 

and native blackthorn, presumably because it flowers earlier than 

Christmas in northern localities. It is a very widespread large shrub to 

small tree that grows from north Qld right down the east coast to Tasmania 

and of course also across to South Australia. It is an extremely important 

habitat plant for small birds and is very adapatable and readily grown in 

the garden. As a member of the Pittosporum family it also shares a sweet 

fragrance with many of its botanical cousins. 

So there you have it folks, wherever you are in our broad brown land it is 

time to deck the halls with boughs of Ceratopetalum, Bursaria, Protanthera 

and Nuytsia!    Gardening with Angus 

http://www.gardeningwithangus.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/bursaria.jpg


Lilium growing instructions:    
Family: Liliaceae 

Plant type: Fleshy bulb 

Planting time: Winter to early Spring. Note: Lilium bulbs should be planted as soon 

as possible after arrival. The bulbs should not be allowed to dry out before you plant 

them. 

Height:  

Oriental: 60-90cm 

Asiatic & LA Liliums: 50-80cm. 

Christmas Liliums: 80cm.  

Depth and Spacing: Dig a hole 15cm deep & wide enough for the roots to be spread 

out. Space Orientals 30-50cm apart & Asiatics, LA's & Christmas Lilies 25-30cm apart 

Position: Full sun to light shade. Lilies thrive in filtered light in warmer areas but full 

sun is suitable in cooler climates. The taller varieties also like some protection from 

strong winds (by planting between taller shrubs or under trees). 

Soil: Rich, moist, well drained & cool is ideal. Mulching can be very helpful in keeping 

the roots cool.  

However, in general we find liliums very tolerant of soils far less than ideal, especially 

the hardy Asiatic Liliums.  

Watering: Keep the soil moist, but not 

soggy, during the growing period. 

Flowering time: Mostly Summer. 

After flowering care: Remove the old 

flowering stems once the foliage browns.  

Fertilising: Top dress with a  

complete fertiliser twice annually. Once 

at planting (early Winter) and again after 

flowering. We find that Liliums respond 

well if mulched with a thick (5cm) layer 

of leaf - mould compost applied each 

Winter. 

Lifting & storing the bulbs: Liliums are best left undisturbed. If you need to lift the 

bulbs (eg: as they become over-crowded), dig the bulbs whilst they are dormant 

(late Autumn-Winter) and replant immediately since the bulbs should not be allowed 

to dry out. 

Cutting: Liliums make wonderful cut flowers because they are all long lasting & 

many have a delightful fragrance. When cutting the flowers, do so half way down the 

stem so that the remainder of the stem can be left to further develop the bulb for 

next year's display………….       

Tesselaar’s Plant Nursery 

 

 

https://www.tesselaar.net.au/liliums
https://www.tesselaar.net.au/lilies
https://www.tesselaar.net.au/liliums
https://www.tesselaar.net.au/liliums


  

Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in the 

form of discounts 

You will need your 2017  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% garden related products over $10. 

  

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Maine Garden Centre 

224 Barker Street 

10% off garden related products over $10. 
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Next Meeting: 

January Get-together 

23rd Jan 2018 

Location: Botanic Gardens 

BBQ area.  BYO food, drink, 

chair, kitchen sink. 6.30pm 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

 Tuesday Feb 13th at Jo’s  

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is available via email 

on request. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 

  


