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Acacia pycnantha 
 

 

Commonly known as the golden 

wattle, Acacia pycnantha enjoyed 

popular acceptance as Australia's 

national flower for much of this 

century but it was not proclaimed as 

the national floral emblem until 

1988, the year of Australia's 

bicentenary. It grows to a height of 

8metres and has phyllodes 

(flattened leaf stalks) instead of true 

leaves. The bark is generally dark 

brown to grey—smooth in younger 

plants though it can be furrowed and 

rough in older plants. The profuse 

fragrant, golden flowers appear in 

late winter and spring, followed by 

long seed pods. An under-storey 

plant in eucalyptus forest, it is found 

from southern New South Wales 

and the Australian Capital 

Territory, through Victoria and into 

southeastern South Australia. It has 

been widely grown as an 

ornamental garden plant and for cut 

flower production. 
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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

 

  
 

Greetings once again from the 

rocky hill in Castlemaine. As the 

song goes 'what a difference a day 

makes' in this case what a difference 

a few days make, spring has most 

certainly sprung. The blossoms are 

wonderful, the jonquils are on the 

wane but the little blue star flowers 

and the blue grape like flowers 

(names escape me) are popping up 

everywhere. One of the very 

pleasant surprises have been my 

Hellebores, they did not do very 

well last year so I thought I would 

move them.  They obviously did not 

like this idea as this year they have 

been magnificent. 

Driving around the district one is 

absolutely blown away by the 

gardens bulbs starting to emerge. 

All the colour and variety 

everywhere just reinforce how 

lucky we are to live in this 

wonderful place. My daughter’s in-

laws have been visiting from France 

and father-in- law is a very keen 

gardener so he has had a lovely 

time, albeit a hard one, bringing 

their garden up to scratch. It now 

looks stunning.  I had planted the 

garden in the first instance some 5 

years ago so it was great to see 

many of the original plantings had 

survived. As a friend of mine says it 

appears we are getting to the pointy 

end of the year and it is time to 

remind everyone of: 

 *Seniors Week in October and 

once again we are taking up posies 

to the aged care areas of the hospital 

and we need willing helpers to put 

the posies together and donations of 

flowers and then volunteers to 

deliver them to the wards. 

*Annual Show Parade October 30 

once again volunteers are needed to 

put the posies together, to donate 

the flowers and of course the best 

part taking part in the Parade 

handing out the posies and packets 

of seeds. 

*C&DGC Annual Garden 

Market November 1 and once 

again volunteers to help on the day 

including setting up and helping out 

through the morning. The 

miscellaneous stall we had last year 

was very successful so if you have 

any items for this stall let me know. 

Maxine Tester is once again 

organising the raffle all donations 

gratefully accepted and can be left 

at Maxine’s. 

*Christmas Function  

24 November at the Mount 

Alexander Golf Club           

Until next time. 

Judy Uren   



OUR HISTORY 

 
 

29 YEARS AGO 
 

23rd September 1986 Meeting  
held prior to the Annual General 

Meeting 

Of Interest 

 working bee at Buda 4th and 5th 

October.  We are to weed and 

clear the Studio bed and then 

look after the  laht [sic] on semi-

permanent basis 

 there is to be  bulletin board 

every month with various items 

of interest posted on it 

 there is to be a “Question Time” 

each meeting where anyone with 

a gardening question or problem 

can ask for help from other 

members 

 a letter has been sent to change 

our constitution so that any one 

officer may hold the same office 

for only 2 consecutive years at a 

time 

 

 

22 YEARS AGO 
 

28th September 1993 General 

Meeting  

Of interest 

 S. Grimes expressed the opinion 

that there should be monthly 

meetings instead of alternating 

outings with meetings 

 

 S. Ryan was able to give some 

practical ideas as to the running 

of a vital garden club.  These are 

as follows: 

 General Business out of 

monthly meetings and hold 

at Committee meetings 

 Announcements made at 

general meeting 

 The general format as 

follows 

 speaker 

 topical notes – 

subjects discussed 

(about ten minutes) 

 monthly competition 

table 

 bring flowers 

then coffee 

 

 

12 YEARS AGO 

 

23rd September 2003 Annual 

General Meeting 

This year we have produced a 

booklet on drought-resisting plants 

for this area which may prove useful 

to new gardener in the district.  

Thanks to Graeme Watson for 

collating the information received 

from our members. 
 

   If you truly love nature 
  You will find beauty everywhere 

Vincent van Gogh   



 

HAY BALE 

GARDENING 

 
Effortless Food Production with 

No Weeds, No Fertilizer & Less 

Watering 

 

Hay bale gardening is probably the 

most fun you’ll have growing your 

own food and herbs, requiring 

almost no work or maintenance. 
 

 
 

After a search online to find the 

simplest and easiest “no work” 

gardening method, I stumbled 

upon straw bale gardening.  The 

concept is simple: You plant 

directly into bales of straw, and as 

the season progresses, the straw is 

broken down into virgin soil that 

nourishes the plants from inside the 

bale.  One amazing benefit of this 

method of gardening is that the 

bales provide a raised bed, which 

keeps predators away and makes 

picking your vegetal treasures at the 

end of the season easy on the 

back.  I watched every video I could 

find on the subject, and have since 

concluded that using HAY bales 

instead of STRAW bales is far 

superior. 

Why Hay Bales are Superior to 

Straw Bales 

Before we get into why hay bales 

are superior to straw bales, let’s first 

define what they are: 

Straw bales are basically stalks of 

plants, usually wheat straw, that 

have been dried out and baled 

together into various shapes and 

sizes. 

Hay bales are grasses that have been 

dried and baled together. 

In my research, the idea that hay 

bales may have seeds in them and 

could grow weeds is the same 

reasoning reiterated time and time 

again by proponents of straw bale 

gardening.  The reason why this 

idea is not sensible is that when 

nitrogen is added to feed the 

bacteria and fungi to start the 

decomposition process of the bale, a 

process called “Conditioning your 

bale”, the interior of the bale can 

reach temperatures as high as 130 

degrees Fahrenheit or more.  The 

likelihood of seeds surviving these 

extreme temperatures is slim, and a 

number of other benefits that come 

from using hay bales make it a far 

superior approach in my opinion. 

Straw is likely made from 

genetically modified plant matter. 

The problem with straw bales is that 

they may contain genetically 

modified plant material.  Do you 

really want your food growing in 

https://www.endalldisease.com/hay-bale-gardening-effortless-food-production-with-no-weeds-no-fertilizer-less-watering-video/
https://www.endalldisease.com/hay-bale-gardening-effortless-food-production-with-no-weeds-no-fertilizer-less-watering-video/
https://www.endalldisease.com/10-problems-genetically-modified-foods-are-already-causing/
https://www.endalldisease.com/10-problems-genetically-modified-foods-are-already-causing/


decomposing genetically modified 

plant matter? 

No fertilizer needed with hay – 

Hay is made of dried grasses, and 

for its ability to convert sunlight and 

soil minerals into dense nutrition, it 

has been said that grass is the 

healthiest plant on the planet.  When 

we use hay bales for gardening (as 

opposed to straw bales), the 

compost that is formed within the 

bale to feed the plants is far superior 

in nutrition and, unlike straw bales, 

no fertilizer needs to be added to 

feed your plants throughout the 

season. 

Less Watering – Straw holds 

water less effectively than hay, so 

instead of watering once per day 

with hay bales, you might have to 

do it 2 or 3 times per day. 

 

How to Grow a Hay Bale Garden 
 

 
 

The first step to growing a hay bale 

garden is to acquire your hay 

bales.  Take a look at your local 

newspaper classified to find a local 

farmer who is selling them.  Once 

you find a nearby farmer with hay 

bales for sale, email him/her and 

arrange a time for delivery. 

Once you have the bales and have 

arranged them in your yard, the next 

step is to “condition” your 

bales.  Buy yourself some nitrogen 

rich fertilizer, or some urea, and 

from here you will be introducing 

nitrogen into the bales over a 10-day 

period that will have the fungi, 

bacteria and insects breaking down 

your bales into fresh, virgin 

compost to feed your plants.  You 

can also pee on your bales, as urine 

is high in nitrogen and minerals, so 

start saving pee in bottles for a 

fertilizer cost savings of about $40. 

Days 1,3,5,7,9 – Add 1/2 cup of 

nitrogen to your bales and spray 

them with water so the nitrogen will 

soak in. 

Days 2,4,6,8,10 – Soak the bale 

with water only. 

During the conditioning process, 

the temperature of the bale will rise 

significantly, from my research, up 

to 140 degrees Fahrenheit.  In fact, 

the bales will become so hot that it’s 

important to keep the bales wet to 

eliminate the risk of a 

fire.  Although risk of fire is 

minimal, keep this in mind when 

deciding where to arrange your 

bales.  When the conditioning 

process is complete, you’ll know it 

because the temperature inside the 

bale will have come back down 

from hot to warm.  Now you’re 

ready to plant!  Simply plant your 

vegetable seeds or germinated seeds 

into the bale, water them once a day 

and you’re on your way to healthy 



produce in a few exciting 

months.  The best part is, at the end 

of the season you’ll have yourself a 

heap of fresh compost that you can 

further compost or add to your other 

gardens or perennial plant beds for 

nourishment. 
                Thank you to Judy Hopley for  

                          submitting this article.  

Pea straw bales would be suitable.    Ed 

 
 

A LOVELY, FUNNY, 

DEADLY SERIOUS 

RHYME 
 
 

We have an open garden – but I really 

have to say, 

It’s not the open garden you’d visit 

every day.   

It’s open to the possums that eat 

everything in sight, 

The wallabies and rabbits that come and 

feast at night. 

It’s open to the blackbird that eat the 

ripening fruit, 

It’s open to the wombat and the digging 

bandicoot, 

It’s open to the thistles that spread their 

downy seed, 

 It’s open to the blackberry and every 

noxious weed, 

It’s open to red spider, to aphid, mite 

and tick, 

And it’s open to the fungi that makes 

our garden sick. 

So, we have an open garden – but what 

surprises me, 

Is, in spite of all our visitors, there’s 

garden left to see 

 

ENDANGERED 

SPECIES 
 

”Ballantinia antipoda, the 

Southern Shepherd's Purse, 

grows on a single hill top . . . . That 

hill top is Mount Alexander”.   

Tim Entwisle 

 

 
Ballantinia antipoda 

(‘Show & Tell’ August Meeting) 

Read more about this rare and 

endangered plant on Tim Entwisle’s 

Talking Plants blog: 

http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.a

u/2013/06/rare-shepherds-purse-

coming-to-hilltop.html 

http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/2013/06/rare-shepherds-purse-coming-to-hilltop.html
http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/2013/06/rare-shepherds-purse-coming-to-hilltop.html
http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/2013/06/rare-shepherds-purse-coming-to-hilltop.html


SPENT MUSHROOM 

COMPOST 
 

 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 

Spent mushroom compost is the 

residual compost waste generated 

by the mushroom production 

industry. It is readily available 

(bagged, at nursery suppliers), and 

its formulation generally consists of 

a combination of wheat straw, dried 

blood, horse manure and ground 

chalk, composted together. It is an 

excellent source of humus, although 

much of its nitrogen content will 

have been used up by the 

composting and growing 

mushrooms. It remains, however, a 

good source of general nutrients 

(0.7% N, 0.3% P, 0.3% K plus a full 

range of trace elements), as well as 

a useful soil conditioner. However, 

due to its chalk content, it may be 

alkaline, and should not be used on 

acid-loving plants, nor should it be 

applied too frequently, as it will 

overly raise the soil's pH levels.  

Mushroom compost may also 

contain pesticide residues, 

particularly organochlorides used 

against fungal spores. If the 

compost pile was stored outside, it 

may contain grubs or other insects 

attracted to decaying matter. 

Chemicals may also have been used 

to treat the straw, and also to 

sterilize the compost. Therefore, the 

organic gardener must be careful 

regarding the sourcing of 

mushroom compost; if in doubt, 

samples can be analyzed for 

contamination (In the UK, the 

Department for Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs is able to advise 

regarding this issue). 

Commercially available 'spent' 

mushroom compost is not always 

truly spent. It is sold by mushroom 

farms when it is no longer 

producing commercially viable 

yields of mushrooms. It can be used 

to grow further smaller crops of 

mushrooms before final use on the 

garden. 

 

GROWING 

MUSHROOMS FROM 

SPENT MUSHROOM 

COMPOST 

 

 

From www.green-change.com 
 

You’ve probably seen those 

mushroom kits you can buy from 

stores like Bunnings. Well, they’re 

a total rip off. I’ve never met anyone 

who got a good yield growing 

mushrooms from them. Here’s a 

much cheaper way to grow your 

own mushrooms… 

Every once in a while I take my 

trailer up to the mushroom farm. 

They sell bags of spent mushroom 

compost for around $3/bag. I 

usually fit about 16 bags of bulk 

mushroom compost in the trailer, 

and it costs a bit under $50. That’s a 

relatively cheap way to get a large 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mushroom_production
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_manure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungus_gnat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_gardening
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://www.green-change.com/


quantity of decent compost, but you 

can squeeze a lot more value out of 

it than that! 

 

 
 

 
 

I bring the bags of spent mushroom 

compost home and put them under 

my house where it’s dark and cool. 

I use a mister to spray the growing 

mushrooms with water every 

morning and night, to make sure the 

layer of peat on top of the compost 

stays moist. 

The mushroom compost is not 

really ‘spent’, it’s just no longer 

producing commercially-viable 

quantities of mushrooms. 

Mushrooms will soon start growing 

though, and I can continually pick 

them for about 3 to 6 weeks. On a 

good day, I can get a kilo or more of 

mushrooms, but it typically 

averages about 2-3 kg a week. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Eventually, the growing 

mushrooms get overrun by various 

other types of fungus and it all turns 

to mush. By the time this happens, 

I’ve harvested 10kg or more of 

mushrooms. 

The thing that amazed me about 

growing your own mushrooms is 

http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushroom-compost-in-trailer.jpg
http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushrooms-under-house.jpg
http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushrooms-growing-in-bags.jpg
http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushrooms-up-close.jpg
http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushrooms-picked.jpg
http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/lots-of-big-mushrooms.jpg


how different they are to store-

bought. Isn’t that the same for 

everything? Fresh-picked 

mushrooms are sweet and have a 

really creamy flesh. The difference 

is incredible. 

So what do you do with that many 

mushrooms? 

Well, you soon get sick of 

mushrooms on toast for breakfast. 

They’re nice on the BBQ, or you 

can stuff them and bake them. Or 

add them to salad. You can still only 

take so much mushroom, though. 

The best way I’ve found to preserve 

excess mushrooms is to chop them 

and saute in olive oil and butter, 

then scoop into muffin trays for 

freezing. Once frozen solid, you can 

tip them out of the muffin trays and 

put them in plastic bags back in the 

freezer. Whenever you want 

mushrooms for a soup or casserole, 

just take a portion out and drop it in. 

Or you can defrost them for pizza 

toppings, as a garnish on steaks, or 

to simply serve on toast. 

Oh, and once the harvest ends you 

still have the bags of (truly!) spent 

mushroom compost for the garden. 

It really holds water well and 

supplies micronutrients, although 

I’ve found it best to blend it into 

other stuff in the compost heap for a 

few weeks before using it. The 

compost is sterilized before being 

used to grow mushrooms, so you 

want to make sure it gets 

repopulated with microorganisms to 

help make your soil really healthy.   

 

 
 

Thank you to Elaine Geraghty for 

submitting these two articles.    Ed 

 
              

    

 

 

 

The best time 
to plant a 
tree was 
twenty years 
ago.  The next 
best time is 
now 
Chinese Proverb 

http://green-change.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mushroom-compost-in-garden.jpg


ANTIDEPRESSANT 

MICROBES IN SOIL 

How Dirt Makes You 

Happy 

 
By Bonnie L. Grant 

Prozac may not be the only way to 

get rid of your serious blues. Soil 

microbes have been found to have 

similar effects on the brain and are 

without side effects and chemical 

dependency potential. Learn how to 

harness the natural antidepressant in 

soil and make yourself happier and 

healthier. Read on to see how dirt 

makes you happy. 

Natural remedies have been around 

for untold centuries. These natural 

remedies included cures for almost 

any physical ailment as well as 

mental and emotional afflictions. 

Ancient healers may not have 

known why something worked but 

simply that it did. Modern scientists 

have unraveled the why of many 

medicinal plants and practices but 

only recently are they finding 

remedies that were previously 

unknown and yet, still a part of the 

natural life cycle. Soil microbes and 

human health now have a positive 

link which has been studied and 

found to be verifiable. 

Soil Microbes and Human Health 

Did you know that there’s a natural 

antidepressant in soil? It’s true. 

Mycobacterium vaccae is the 

substance under study and has 

indeed been found to mirror the 

effect on neurons that drugs like 

Prozac provide. The bacterium is 

found in soil and may stimulate 

serotonin production, which makes 

you relaxed and happier. Studies 

were conducted on cancer patients 

and they reported a better quality of 

life and less stress. 

Lack of serotonin has been linked to 

depression, anxiety, obsessive 

compulsive disorder and bipolar 

problems. The bacterium appears to 

be a natural antidepressant in soil 

and has no adverse health effects. 

These antidepressant microbes in 

soil may be as easy to use as just 

playing in the dirt. 

Most avid gardeners will tell you 

that their landscape is their “happy 

place” and the actual physical act of 

gardening is a stress reducer and 

mood lifter. The fact that there is 

some science behind it adds 

additional credibility to these 

‘garden addicts’ claims. The 

presence of a soil bacteria 

antidepressant is not a surprise to 

many of us who have experienced 

the phenomenon ourselves. 

Backing it up with science is 

fascinating, but not shocking, to the 

happy gardener. 



Mycobacterium antidepressant 

microbes in soil are also being 

investigated for improving 

cognitive function, Crohn’s disease 

and even rheumatoid arthritis. 

How Dirt Makes You Happy 

Antidepressant microbes in soil 

cause cytokine levels to rise, which 

results in the production of higher 

levels of serotonin. The bacterium 

was tested both by injection and 

ingestion on rats and the results 

were increased cognitive ability, 

lower stress and better 

concentration to tasks than a control 

group. 

Gardeners inhale the bacteria, have 

topical contact with it and get it into 

their bloodstreams when there is a 

cut or other pathway for infection. 

The natural effects of the soil 

bacteria antidepressant can be felt 

for up to 3 weeks if the experiments 

with rats are any indication. So get 

out and play in the dirt and improve 

your mood and your life. 

Article from Gardening Know How 
submitted by Judy Hopley 

 

 

TWO GARDENING 

MAGAZINES 
 

I have recently been looking at two 

gardening magazines borrowed 

from the library and it has been 

interesting to compare them.   One 

was “The Gardener”, from South 

Africa and the other “Gardening 

Australia”, and I have no doubt 

which I prefer. 

The Gardener seemed to have better 

articles, better photographs and 

fewer advertisements.   Of course 

some of the plants they mentioned 

are not available here, but there 

were several pages on ponds, 

varieties of agapanthus, bird-

attracting plants, endangered plants, 

roses, herbs, topiary, feeding a 

lawn, agave, vegetables and 

herbs.  [You might wonder what 

else they could write about for the 

next few months]    There was an 

article on how to make a wooden 

seat and a bird feeder, list of coming 

events, and no recipes, – all in 72 

pages 

Gardening Australia in 98 pages, 

had a photography competition, the 

winners of a garden competition, an 

article on new releases, a survey of 

barbeques (more advertising), an 

article on lavender, lists of jobs for 

the month, community gardens, 

scented plants, pruning, birds which 

mimic, celery, edible flowers, 

events and open gardens, pets, 

tourism in North Queensland,  



recipes, a crossword, answers to 

readers problems, and a list of radio 

programs. 

As you can see there is a lot to learn 

from both magazines, so take your 

pick and in any case do consider 

borrowing some gardening 

magazines or the library may feel it 

is not worth subscribing to them 
                                 Penny Garnett 

 

 
 

 
 

Can you identify this Irish 

garden? 

 

 

AUGUST MEETING 

GARDEN ART 

AND SCULPTURE 
 
 

 

In Marion Cooke’s absence due to 

illness, Judy Hopley, Maxine Tester 

and Peggy Munro spoke to 

Marion’s presentation “Garden Art 

and Sculpture”.  This presentation 

was originally given by Marion at 

the 30th Birthday Seminar and 

covered various gardens and 

businesses in the area where forms 

of garden art are on display or being 

produced.  Judy spoke about the 

sculpture attached to a shed wall 

and various bird baths made by club 

member Sue Dimozantos for the 

Hopley garden. 

 

 
 

Maxine described various pieces of 

artwork in her garden including 

things she had painted or created 

herself, such as the toadstool.  She 

explained that there is only one 

toadstool, copied by Marion three 

times in her photograph!  

https://castlemainegardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/shed.jpg


 
Peggy also spoke about the various 

artworks in her garden including 

this tree sculpture carved into a dead 

tree. 

 
Thanks to Marion for allowing her 

presentation to be shown again at 

the August general meeting. 

Judy Hopley 

 

 

 
 

 

August Visit 

MEMBERS’ GARDENS 

 

Eight members braved the weather 

to visit Sue, Marion and Elaine’s 

gardens 

 
 

 
 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/maxine.jpg
https://castlemainegardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/peggy.jpg


COMING EVENTS 
 
19-20 September   Mt Macedon 

Garden Lovers Fair 

1 October   GR&GG visit to 

Barkers Creek gardens 

3-4 October   Pomonal Native 

Flower Show 

3-4 October   Upper Yarra Garden 

Club Open Garden Weekend 

9-11 October   Horticulture & 

Garden Festival - Melbourne Show 

Grounds 

10-11 October   Horsham Spring 

Garden Festival 

15 October   GR&GG visit to 

Maldon gardens 

17 October Buda   Josine McEwan 

Dinner and Address with Josh 

Byrne 

17 October   Naturally Loddon - 

Wetlands Guided Tour 

17-18 October   Broadmeadows 

&DGC 2015 Spring Show 

24 October   Rushworth Spring 

Garden Festival 

24-25 October   Alexandra & 

District Open Gardens Weekend 

24-25 October   Friends Royal 

Botanic Garden Spring Plant Sale 

25 October   FKBG Kyneton 

Garden Ramble 

29 October   U3A trip to 

“Sunnymeade” in the Strathbogie 

Ranges 

30 October   Show Parade 

1 November   Garden Market 

 
 

INVITATION 
 

The Goldfields Roses & Garden 

Group invite you to join with them 

on their 
 

WARRAGUL GARDENS 

BUS TRIP 
Wednesday 11th – Thursday 12th 

November 2015 

 

       
Picardy Garden 

 

Cost $250 
 (single supplement $60) 

 

Proposed Itinerary 
 

Wednesday 11th November 

8.15am: Depart Old Market 

Building Castlemaine 

 Picardy Garden, Neerim South 

Lunch:  Merryle Johnson Country 

Perennials Garden & Nursery 

 Broughton Hall, Jindivick 

Overnight at Warragul Motel 

Dinner at Warragul Country Club 
 

Thursday 12th November 

 Tall Timbers Garden, Piedmont 

Lunch:  Butler Garden, Warragul 

 Kurinda Rose Farm, Warragul 

5.30pm: Arrive Castlemaine 

 



October Diary 

 
 

photograph the 

garden  

plant perennial petunias  

plant gladiolus corms 

spread snail bait amongst 

vulnerable plants, especially 

during damp weather. 

sow seeds and plant seedlings 

of all herbs 

sow corn into warm (more 

than 20 C) soil. 

lift bulbs after foliage has died 

down. 

as spring-flowering annuals 

finish, clean up beds, fertilise, 

and build up soil for summer 

plantings. 

divide and re-pot cymbidium 

orchids   

when planting out tomatoes, 

choose a spot that has not grown 

tomatoes for at least five years. 

feed potted plants 

PLANT SEEDLINGS OF: 

Alyssum, Aster, Candytuft, 

Verbena, Zinnia, Cabbage, 

Cauliflower, Celery, Eggplant, 

Leek, Lettuce  

SEEDS TO SOW: Phlox, 

Ageratum, Dahlia, Impatiens, 

Sunflower, Beetroot, Broccoli, 

Cabbage, Capsicums, Carrot, 

Cucumbers, French Beans, 

Parsnip, Peas, Pumpkin, Radish, 

Silver beet, Spinach, Tomatoes, 

Zucchini 

 

DISCOUNTS 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 

 

 

You will need your 2015 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley 

Hill Saturday Market 

10% discount 

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORK

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT – August, 2015 
 
 

MAIN ACCOUNT  

Cashbook Balance at 1.08.2015      1,462.45  

Income to 31.08.2015  

Memberships     40.00  

Postage - for print copy of Mulch  11.00  

Raffle takings     24.00     75.00  1,537.45  

Expenses to 31.08.2015  

Dept of Justice - Consumer Affairs –  

Annual Statement     54.40  

Australia Post            119.15  

Castlemaine Office Supplies   16.80  

Legion Office Works    82.50 

Bank fees        1.40  

Sue Spacey - reimbursement   40.00   314.25                                               

Cashbook Balance at 31.08.2015      1,223.20 

 

BANK RECONCILIATION:  
Bank Balance at 31.08.2015       1,482.35  

Less unpresented cheques:  

Sue Spacey    40.00  

Australia Post          119.15  

J. Blackhirst          100.00   259.15  1,223.20 

 

BURSARY ACCOUNT  
Balance at 01.07.2015           316.00  

Donations - Goldfields Roses & Gardens Group  100.00 

Bank Balance at 31.07.2015          416.00 

 

CASH AT HAND  

Petty Cash     27.80  

Raffle Float     10.00  

Trading Table Float   38.65  

Total Cash at Hand             76.45 

 

FIXED ASSETS  

PA System     966.40  

Gazebos     366.40  

Digital Projector    279.20      

TOTAL       1,612.00 

 



MINUTES OF MEETING 

 

Castlemaine and District Garden Club 

Minutes of General Meeting 

Tuesday 25th August 2015 

7.37 pm Wesley Hill Hall 
Chair. Judy Eastwood (VP) 

Meet and Greet.   Christobel Comerford. 

MEMBERS PRESENT.  

Sue Spacey, Judy and Philip Hopley, Judy Eastwood, Heather Spicer, Alan Isaacs, Edward 

Gollings, Christobel Comerford, Tom Comerford, P.J.Munro, Linda Prest, Barry and Jennifer 

Lacey, Neil Webster, Julie-Ann Webster, Eileen Park, Marie Elrington, Jenny Nuske, Maxine 

Tester, Jo Welsh, Jean Lorenz, Helen Morris, Janine Truscott. 

New Members: Nil.                                                                                     Visitors: Paul 

Payne 

APOLOGIES: 

Marion Cooke, Janet and John Waldie, Alex Allen, Pam Isaacs,           Jan Miletic, Penny 

Garnett, Barbara Maund, Lorna Anstey. 

Judy Eastwood (VP) welcomed all those present and also Paul Payne, visitor and prospective 

new member. 

MINUTES: 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2015 as published in Mulch be accepted. 

 Moved.  Sue Spacey    Seconded.  Philip Hopley     Carried.  

 Business from Minutes: Nil. 

REPORTS: 

Treasurer: 

Judy Hopley,(former Treasurer), reported that the inaccuracy mentioned at the AGM had 

been rectified. 

Current Treasurer Alan Isaacs advised that there was no report as yet but he would give his 

report at the next meeting. 

That the Treasurers report 28th July  2015 as published in Mulch be accepted. 

Moved.  Judy Hopley.    Seconded.  Edward Gollings.    Carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE IN 
1. *Thankyou re; 30th Birthday celebration-Maldon Garden Club.(this forwarded to 

Peggy Munro for the Archives). 

2. Bendigo Bank statement. 

3. Castlemaine Office Supplies invoice. 

4. *Thankyou from Barbara Maund re; Seminar. 

5. Notification of change of Shire Events Officer .( Karen Evennett). 

6. Flyer and notification of Mt Macedon Garden lovers Plant Fair. 

7. Maryborough and dist. G.C. Newsletter. 

8. Events booking form from Mt Alex shire. 

9. Bendigo Garden Club Newsletter &Thankyou card .(to Peggy for Archives).  

10. 10.Buda Newsletter and reminder of membership renewal. 

11. *Thankyou card from Mary Willis re; the Seminar. ( To Archives) 

12.  Flyer re; Open Gardens Victoria 26th and 27th September. 

13. *(Thankyou cards read to members). 

 



 

 CORRRESPONDENCE OUT: 

1. Lodgement of Annual statement .(copy to Treasurer plus payment) 

2. Thank you to Judy and Philip Hopley. 

3. Thank you cards to Sue Dimozantos, Elaine Geraghty and Marion Cooke . 

That the Correspondence be accepted. 

Moved.   Sue Spacey    Seconded Helen Morris.       Carried.   

BUSINESS FROM CORRESPONDENCE: Nil. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

1. New Events Officer. Karen Evenett. 

2. 30th Birthday celebration. 

3. There are a number of quality plants in pots for sale. Call Bill Stevens on 0417 897 

177. 

4. Maxine Tester has a friend who is looking for Winter Irises. If anyone has some to 

spare, please call Maxine. 

5. Paul Hobson (0422764034) has roses, free to a good home, collector must dig these 

up. 

6. List circulating for suggestions regarding activities, excursions, Speakers etc for 2016. 

Further suggestions please to Secretary. .Members advised there will be a Planning 

meeting at Sally’s, 11th September 9.30 a.m. 

7. Visit to members gardens on Sat. 29th. Meet at the Octopus 1.30, Sue Dimozantos’ 

garden, then Elaine Geraghty’s and finally Marion’s for afternoon tea, Participants 

PLEASE bring something to share. 

8. Event Exhibition form from Shire.   Peggy spoke regarding the Events Exhibition to 

be held in the Market Building 1st September to 20th October and canvassed approval 

from members re; content of same. This was given. 

9. Tom Comerford advised members that Josh Byrne will be coming to Campbells 

Creek in October to give a lecture. (more details  later). 

Also that The Goldfields Roses group are taking a trip to Warragul in November, 11th-

12th. The cost to non-members will be $240 (all found)) and all are welcome. 

10. Judy Hopley advised that there will be a bus-trip on October 29th. (more details later). 

11. Heather Spicer asked for volunteers to help finish the pruning at the Botanical 

Gardens. 

12. Christobel also asked for helpers to prune roses at Penhall. 

SHOW AND TELL.   

1. Peggy showed those present some very fragrant Violets from her garden and offered 

to remove some for members who were interested. She added that violets could be 

treated with total disregard. 

2. Judy Hopley brought some Ballantinea Antipoda (Shepherds Purse) she had grown 

from seed and  which only grew in one area of Castlemaine .(Tim Enwisle has an 

article on his blog regarding this rare and endangered plant) , which will only flower 

if the conditions are conducive to its survival and is susceptible to Red Mite. Judy was 

very concerned that motor-cyclists had made the habitat of this plant tenuous. 

TRADING TABLE.                                                                                                                              

Groundcover Succulents, Silverbeet, Parsley, Muscari, Cumquats and Aeonium. 

RAFFLE.   Magnolia. (donated by Rodilesa).    Won by Jean Lorenz. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.08p.m. 
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NEXT MEETINGS 

Tuesday 22ND September 2015 

General Meeting 

7.30 pm.  Wesley Hill Hall 

Speaker: Fermi De Sousa 

“Tulip species” 

 
*********************************** 

VISIT 

De Sousa Garden 

24 Old Ford Road 

Redesdale 

Time & Date TBA 
 

 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting: 

Friday, 16th October, 2015  

at Jan Gower’s home 
 

*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 

and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 

Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 

colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. The 

Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organisations. 

 


