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Viola hederacea 
 

Australian flower of month for 

April 
 

 
 

 widespread in Victoria 
 small spreading ground cover  

white and purple violet-shaped 

flowers  

flowers October-December 

its well-developed  leaves are also 

distinctive being semicircular in 

outline, about as broad as long, and 

usually rather dark green above and 

paler beneath 

grows in full sunlight or partial 

shade  

flowers are edible and can be 

used in salads 

 

Florist Flower of the 

Month 

 
 

 
 

Easter 

Daisy 
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President’s Message 

 

 
 

Greetings not from a rocky hill in 

Castlemaine but a greener lush 

rainy environs north of Sydney. 

According to my sister-in-

law ,from whose house I am 

sending this report, Sydney has had 

their next two year’s rainfall since 

Christmas and it looks like it.  

I have left my garden just as the 

ornamental grape vine is looking 

its absolute best, the leaves turning 

to the most beautiful colours, my 

roses are continuing to bloom and I 

have a lovely yellow slipper orchid 

that has decided now is the perfect 

time to flower. One interesting 

happening in the garden was the 

appearance of a poppy seedling in 

a pot in which a Jacaranda is 

growing: this seedling appeared 

before Christmas and has been 

flowering ever since. Is this normal 

for poppies? I have no idea.  

As iI wandered about the garden I 

also noticed quite a few Spring 

annuals starting to appear along 

with the first sightings of daffodils 

etc, I feel I might have some work 

to do when I return. 

Well the garden has been tidied, 

the weeds taken to the tip, the 

house is tidy, the dogs have gone 

for a holiday, our bags are packed 

and we sail on Friday so happy 

gardening and may it rain, rain, 

rain. 

Until next time 

Judy Uren  

 

 

HANGING BASKET 

 

 
 

We have done it again.  Another 

Highly Recommended for our 

MIFGS Hanging Basket.  

Congratulations to all who made a 

contribution. 

Thank you to Jo Welsh who 

collected “CAN DO” for us and 

returned it safely. 

Peggy Munro 

 



OUR HISTORY 

 

 

19 YEARS AGO 
 

23rd April 1996 General Meeting  

Present: 

Lachlan Anderson  Betty Curtis 

Lloyd Curtis      Ron Flanagan 

Val Flanagan          Sue Grimes 

Robbin Hamblin     Jenny Howe 

Denise Jepson         Elma Kelly 

Jean Lorenz      Carlyn McCufficke 

Gilbert McInnes       

Elizabeth McKecknie              

Mollie Maddox       Barbara Maund 

Peggy Munro          Jack Price                

Suz  Price             Merlyn Pritchard     

Bev Shimmen         Ross Shimmen 

John Teasdale         Ruth White 

Apologies:   

Gwen Davey          Lyn Welling  

 

 

29 YEARS AGO 

 
22

nd
 April 1986  General Meeting 

Of interest: 

 Invitation to open members’ 

gardens for Castlemaine State 

Festival  

 Club to look into getting the 

roses in the Botanical Gardens 

named 

 

WELCOME 
 

MEET NEW MEMBER 

JILL COLLIER 
My interest in growing fruit and 

vegetables organically began 40 

years ago when I moved to Emu 

Creek.  A large vegetable garden 

developed due to sending my 

husband shopping for tomato 

plants – unable to decide on  

variety he bought punnets of every 

type. All thrived till lack of water 

meant many met an early death.  

A move to Sutton Grange 25 years 

ago, a wiser vegetable garden size, 

tennis court size structures to 

protect fruit trees from cockatoos 

and all seemed fine till this year 

with a large influx of European 

wasps and harlequin bugs.  

As well as food producing plants 

for people I also like to plant for 

honeyeaters and insect eating birds 

and maintain a suitable habit for 

them. 

 

BURSARY WINNER 
 

 

Morgan Mattias-Williamson 

 

Congratulations to Morgan on her 

award of the 2015 Student Bursary. 

She is a worthy recipient. Our 

members wish her success in her 

horticulture studies at the 

Holmesglen Institute of  TAFE. 



THE SPANNER MAN

John Piccoli  still lives on the 

family property, ‘Bryngoleu’ – 

which is a Welsh name for 

“view from the hill” –  at 

Barraport near Boort. 

 
As you drive into the property 

there is a collection of old 

farming machinery on either 

side of the road representing an 

example of every machine used 

for farming in this area dating 

back to the late 1800s.  

John was born in 1941 and 

when he was eight years old 

contracted Polio, after which he 

spent three years in hospital. It 

meant, unlike today, that he had 

no schooling during this time 

and he found it hard to catch up; 

so, like many people of his 

generation, he is mainly self-

taught.       

 

John has always done a lot of 

welding. It is something that he 

finds easy to do and enjoys. He 

has a good workshop on the 

property and has accumulated 

tens of thousands of spanners 

over the years. In the early 

eighties he began making his 

garden sculptures using these 

spanners that he welds together 

in three-dimensional shapes. 

His first masterpiece was a 

coffee table, then two of them, 

then garden seats and now life-

sized animals.  

     
John’s rusty sculptures are 

rather like iron lace pieces. He 

gets a photo of the animal or 

whatever it is he wants to sculpt 

and then creates a piece from 

that. He visualises in his head 

how he is going to do it and 

then proceeds without the use of 

drawings. Because he is now 

confined to a wheelchair, John 

works mainly on the ground and 

manoeuvres the pieces around 

with the use of ropes and over-

head pulleys.  



BULBS 

 

 
 

 It is time to begin planting for 

spring flowering.  Many of the 

plants we call bulbs actually grow 

from underground organs such as 

corms (gladiolus, Sparaxis), tubers 

(dahlias, gloxinia) and rhizomes 

(bearded iris, canna).  True bulbs 

include daffodils, hyacinths, 

liliums and tulips.  These very 

desirable plants all have the 

following characteristics: 

 a dormant time when they have 

disappeared  underground 

 a comparatively short but 

spectacular flowering season 

 a bulb-restoration interval after 

blooming, with leaves left uncut 

until they dry off 

 versatility (suitable for pots, 

clumps, or mass planting) 

 considerable resilience to 

diseases and pests 

 little need for attention of any 

kind 

Popular bulbs for spring 

The easy going Narcissus family 

(daffodils and jonquils) comes in a 

great array of shapes and sizes. 

Spring begins in late winter for 

some species and cultivars.  Once 

planted in the ground they can stay 

there for many years.    
Most of the following are also 

happy to stay in one place for 

years. 

  Clivia: apricot or cream clusters 

on stems to 60cm tall; prefers 

shade 

 

 Grape hyacinth: mostly blue 

with tiny bells at the tip of stems  

15-24cm tall, fragrant 

 Iris bearded, Dutch, Louisiana  

 Ranunculus: in bright yellow, 

red, pink or white on stem 

around 30cm tall: need lifting in 

early summer for replanting in 

autumn.  

  



 Ipheion uniflora, often called the 

star flower, is so easy to grow. It 

can take over the entire garden 

in a few years 

Less common bulbs for spring 

The following are attractive and 

easy to grow 

 Arab’s Eye (Ornithogalum 

arabicum) sweet scented, white 

with waxy black centred flower 

clusters that reach 40cm leafless 

stems 

 

  
 

 Jacobean lily: long-lasting and 

vivid red; on stems 30-45cm 

tall, plant in May  

 Squill: several blue species, with 

flowers in rosettes; prefers semi-

shade. 

 

  
 

 Solomon’s Seal: pendulous 

green-tipped white bells on 

stems to 0.5m or more; needs 

cool conditions whenever 

possible. Avoid conditions of 

high humidity but it does not 

mind partial shade. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

 

 

Dear Christo 
Memories of Christopher Lloyd 

at Great Dixter 

Rosemary Alexander 

$18.97 Book Depository (free postage) 

Great Dixter is my favourite 

English garden possibly for three 

reasons: 1. I can recognize many of 

the plantings found in this exquisite 

garden; 2. the time Christobel and I 

have spent with the head-gardener, 

Fergus Garrett; and, 3. the impact 

of Michael McCoy’s lecture when 

he told of his time spent with 

Christopher Lloyd at Great Dixter.   
 

Anna Pavard writes of Dear 

Christo in words better than I: “in 

this intimate collection of written 

and photographic contributions, 

Christopher Lloyd's wide circle of 

family and friends,(including 

Michael McCoy), describe what 

Great Dixter means to them.  Food, 

poetry, music and plants feature 

large with one guest recounting the 

delight of eating an exquisitely 

cooked turbot and another how a 

bloom of magnolia was analysed  

continued page 15   



NUTRIENT  

DEFICIENCIES IN 

PLANTS 

 

 
 

Symptoms appear first in the 

OLDEST leaves 

 
Nitrogen: general yellowing; 

stunting, premature maturity 

Magnesium: patchy yellowing; 

brilliant colours especially around 

edge 

Potassium: scorched margins; 

spots surrounded by pale zones 

Phosphorus: yellowing; erect 

habit; lack lustre looks; blue-green, 

purple colours 

Molybdenum: mottling over whole 

leaf but little pigmentation; 

cupping of leaves and distortion of 

stems 

 Cobalt: legumes only, as for 

nitrogen 
 

Symptoms appear first on either the 

OLDEST or YOUNGEST leaves 

Manganese: interveinal yellowing; 

veins pale green, diffuse; water-

soaked spots; worst in dull weather 
 

Symptoms that appear first in the 

YOUNGEST leaves 

Calcium: tiphooking, blackening 

and death 

Sulphur: yellowing; smallness; 

rolled down; some pigmentation 

Iron: interveinal yellowing; veins 

sharply green, youngest leaves 

almost white if severe 

Copper: dark blue-green; curling; 

twisting; death of tips 

Zinc: small growth; bunching; 

yellow-white mottling 

Boron: margins yellowing, 

crumpling; blackening; distortion 

 

 
Can you identify this garden? 

 



 

Top Ten Tips for Growing 

Roses 
 

(by Michael Marriott of David 

Austin Roses) 

 

 
 

1. Careful choice of varieties – is 

fragrance important; health; 

shape of flower; shape and size 

of plant? 

2. Wise choice of planting 

position – roses do not like too 

much competition at the roots 

and all like at least a few hours  

of sun a day, especially in the 

morning. 

 

3. Thorough soil preparation – mix 

in plenty of organic matter 

before planting (About the 

Garden recommends 5in1™ 

Organic Plant Food). 

4. Good watering – roses will stay 

healthier, grow more strongly 

and flower more freely if they 

are watered regularly and deeply. 

5. Regular feeding – repeat 

flowering roses are hungry 

feeders; the organically based 

fertilisers are the best. 

6. Mulch well – help to conserve 

moisture, keep the roots cool and 

feed the soil and hence the roses. 

7. If diseases are a problem, spray 

before symptoms arrive in the 

spring. 
 

 
 

8. Dead head regularly except those 

that set hips. 

9. When pruning be sure to cut out 

dead, diseased and, very 

importantly, old growth. 

10. Look at your roses regularly 

both to appreciate their beauty 

and to spot any potential 

problems.   

http://www.davidaustinroses.com/australian/
http://www.davidaustinroses.com/australian/
http://www.aboutthegarden.com.au/index.php/searles-5-in-1-organic-plant-food-pellets/
http://www.aboutthegarden.com.au/index.php/searles-5-in-1-organic-plant-food-pellets/


May Diary 

.  

rake up leaves and 

add to compost 

cut asparagus foliage to the 

ground as soon as it turns yellow 

lift and divide perennial 

flowers and replant 

remove dead leaves and 

runners from old strawberry 

beds and mulch plants with 

rotted manure or compost 

cut finished raspberry canes 

and weak new ones to the 

ground  

take hardwood cuttings of 

deciduous plants  

deadhead autumn bulbs as 

they finish, but do not cut stems 

or leaves until they dry off 

sow a green manure crop 

(lupin, vetch, broad bean) 

plant vegetable seedlings of  

beetroot, broccoli, broad beans, 

Brussels sprout, celery, garlic, 

kohl rabi, parsnip & turnip  

plant flower seedlings of  

candytuft, clarkia, cornflower, 

delphinium, godetia, hollyhock, 

larkspur, linaria, lupin, nemesia, 

nigella, pansy, phlox, poppy, 

primula, schizanthus, statice, 

stock, sweet pea viola, 

& wallflower 

 

 

SEEDS TO SOW: broad bean, 

cabbage, cauliflower, onion, 

spinach, alyssum, larkspur, 

lupin, Shirley poppy, sweet pea.  

Gardeners Love April 
   
In anticipation of autumn showers 
and the planting activity which 
follows we spent March removing all 
the sunburnt dead leaves, dead-
heading the spent flowers, removing 
corpses of plants which did not 
survive the hot dry summer and 
pulling out the tomatoes which were a 
dismal failure in spite of our vigilance 
with watering.  In other words, a 
really big tidy up. 

Now it is April, the rain has been 

promised and I have been busy 

planting again.  Saved seeds of 

sweet peas, corncockle, bells of 

Ireland, mignonette lettuce, as well 

as recently bought seed packets of 

spring onion, Shirley poppy and 

green cauliflower have been found 

places. 

 

We havebought punnets of pansies, 

statice, and two varieties of kale as 

well as two packets of anemone 

corms with the grocery shopping. 

The tulips and hyacinths which 

have been in the fridge for a few 

weeks are now in moist soil 



 enriched with blood and bone. 

I received a healthy blueberry bush 

as a Christmas present and it is 

now in a large pot keeping 

company with last year’s identical 

gift which produced over 1kg of 

fruit in December.  The soil 

surrounding both pots has a heavy 

mulch of pine needles which I’m 

told blueberries love.  Then last 

week a mail order from Diggers 

club arrived: a box of interesting 

perennials which were displayed in 

their recent catalogue.  Homes 

have been found for all of them, so 

it’s getting a bit crowded again.  

Finally I did find room for some 

garlic cloves yesterday, just a few 

surplus from last year’s crop which 

is now hanging in the shed. 

So April is a good month for 

revitalized gardens and gardeners.  

There is plenty to do and the days 

are perfect for gardening. 

Christobel Comerford 

 

 
"When these things grow up, we’re 

in real trouble." 

 

 

 

Self-drive Visit 
to the 

SPANNER MAN 

 BOORT 
& 

PINE GROVE GARDEN 

CHARLTON 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 

 

Cost $15  
includes afternoon tea and entrance to 

gardens 

BYO morning tea and lunch 

tea/coffee provided 
 

Time 

9.15am - 9.30am 
Meet for car-pooling at the U3A 

Octopus, Duke Street, Castlemaine 

or 

12noon 
1314 Quambatook Road, Barraport 

(about 18kms west of Boort) 
 

RSVP 

Monday May 4, 2015 

Tom Comerford   54706230 

tomchris@mmnet.com.au

http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2012/05/02/humor/cartoons-gardening.html/attachment/real-trouble


COMING EVENTS 

 

April 25 Heritage Festival  

Industrial Gardens Heritage Talk 

& Tour   HM McKay Memorial 

Gardens Sunshine 

April 25&26  Open Garden 

Scheme Crooked Road Estate, 

Romsey 

April 25&26  Bendigo Goldfields  

Chrysanthemum and Floral Art 

Championship, Bendigo Show 

Grounds 

May 2&3 Open Garden Scheme 

Overnewton Castle, Keilor 

May 16&17  Heritage Festival 

Dunolly’s Historical Homes & 

Garden Open Day   

May 20 Goldfield Roses & Garden 

Group Plant Swap Day 

May 30 Creswick Garden Club 

Making the Most of Your Space 

with Tina Carnevale  

May 30&31 Open Garden Scheme 

Tugurium, Macedon 

 

 

 

MOVING HOUSE PLANT SALE 
 

3 large hydrangeas @ $35 ea 

3 large maiden hair ferns @ $45ea 

2 large Contorted Filberts ( strain of the 

hickory family) in attractive decorated 

stone pots @$75 ea  
Marie Hall 

48 Etty St. 

Ph: 5470 5394 

 
 
 

DISCOUNTS 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 
 

 

You will need your 2015 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 2339 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley 

Hill Saturday Market 

10% discount 

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORK

 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/


 

TREASURER’S REPORT – MARCH  2015 
 
 

Main Account 
 

Cashbook Balance at 1/03/15       2,891.01 
 

Income to 31/03/15 

Memberships        280.00 

Postage – MULCH           20.00   

Raffle – February meeting                 25.40 

T. Comerford – MULCH front page colour printing    25.00 

Transfer from Bursary account    500.00     850.40 3,741.41 

                        

Expenses to 28/02/15 

Australia Post          14.00 

Legion Office Works         53.63 

Colin Jellett: guest speaker                50.00 

M Tester-raffle prize.                              16.10 

Donation to Bursary account                           100.00     

M Mathias-Wiliamson: 2015 Bursary recipient         500.00 

P. Hopley: reimbursement computer cable           15.00 

Australia Post Box Fee                                       115.00  863.73  

Cashbook Balance at 31/03/15                                        2,877.68     

     

Bank Reconciliation 

Cashbook Balance at 28/02/15           2,877.68   

Add unpresented cheques 

Australia Post     115.00 

Colin Jellett      50.00 

Morgan Mathias-Williamson   500.00 

Legion Office Works     53.63 

P Hopley                        15.00 

Add Petty cash payments    39.80      

Bank Balance at 31/03/2015                        3,651.11 

       

Cash at Hand  

Petty cash    27.80 

Raffle Float    10.00 

Trading Table Float   25.00 

Total Cash at Hand   62.80 

 

Student Bursary Account 

Balance at 1/03/15                                  616.00 

Donations Castlemaine & District Garden Club   100.00 

  Less Transfer to Main Account: Payment to Recipient 500.00 

Bank Balance at 28/02/15               216.00 

 

Fixed Assets              2,015.00 

 



MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club 

General Meeting 

Tuesday 24th March 2015 
7.30pm Wesley Hill Hall 

 
1.0  PRESENT: 

 Judy Uren, Sally Leversha, Sue Spacey, Marion Cooke, Tom & Christobel 

Comerford, Peggy Munro, Gill King, Juliana Hart, Lynne & Damian Kelly,  Jean 

Lorrenz,  Jo Welsh, Maxine Tester, Alex Allen, Heather Spicer, Judy & Phil 

Hopley,  Helen Morris, Edward Golling, Gill King, Jenny Howe, Pam & Alan 

Isaacs, Penny Garnett, Barbara Maund, Jennifer& Barry Lacey, Janet Waldie, Jan 

Miletic, James&Tania Grant, Sylvia Philips, Helen Morris 

 NEW MEMBERS: James & Tania Grant 

VISITORS: Colin & Sue Jellett 

APOLOGIES: Neil & Julie-Ann Webster, Jill Collier, Sue Demozantos, Lorna 

Anstey, John Waldie, Jan Gower, Elaine Geraghty, Linda Stevenson 

 

2.0  MINUTES of previous meeting held– Tuesday 24
th
 February 2015 moved as a 

true record 

 Moved: Jean Lorenz/Seconded: Maxine Tester 

 
3.0  TREASURER REPORT  Judy reported that our bank balance looks healthy 

       A cheque of $500 has been written for the Bursary 
   Moved: Gill King/Seconded: Edward Golling 
 

4.0 CORRESPONDENCE   Inwards:   

 4.1 Bank Statement - forwarded to Judy Hopley 
 4.2 Ms D Hambleton & Mr R Goenekan - Membership payment- forwarded 
to Judy Hopley &     Marion Cooke   
 Moved: Sally Leversha/Seconded: Marion Cooke        

Correspondence  Outwards:  Nil   
 
5.0  BUSINESS 

5.1 Bursary won by Morgan Mathias Williamson - $ 500 cheque given by 
CDGC 
Lyn requested a photo of Morgan & note to go into the local paper- Judy 
Uren will arrange 
5.2 New Members - James & Tania welcomed into the club 



Peggy Munro- discussed hanging baskets- Jo Welsh offered to pick the 
arrangement up from Melbourne to bring home 
5.3 “Junk” mail i.e. newsletters advertising etc. - to be given to Peggy 
Munro by secretary- Peggy will read & report back items of interest. Peg 
reported that there is a trivia night at Mill Park if anyone is interested. 
5.4 Thompson House - re volunteers- discussed & to meet on Monday 
13th April at Thompson house, Philip, Sue, Judy & Christobel 
5.5 30th Birthday Celebrations - meeting has been scheduled & working 
party will report back next meeting 
5.6 Membership’s due - reminder to all to renew memberships- we have 
had 4 new members so far 
5.7 Compost/ Mushroom & Pea straw - those interested to note their 
names & Marion Cooke & Judy Uren to arrange 
5.8 Judy Uren - apologies for April & May as will be away 
 

  Raffle Ticket- won by Peggy Munro 
 

SPEAKER: Colin Jellett- Manna Garden- Talk & Picture presentation 
Visit to Manna Gardens on Sunday 29/3/15 at 11am- car pool 
The meeting ended at 9.30pm 
 

Next Meeting - 7.30 pm Tuesday April 28th 2015 

 

   
 

Book Review continued  
 

with botanical precision during the 

course of dinner. Visitors 

remember the feel of the centuries-

old floorboards underfoot, the thrill 

of waking early to peer out on 

topiary enshrouded in fog and 

many describe how, in one way or 

another, Great Dixter changed their 

lives.” 

I thoroughly enjoyed  reading  this 

well written and beautifully 

compiled book.  I recommend it to 

you.  

Tom Comerford
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NEXT MEETINGS 

Tuesday 24th March, 2015 
General Meeting 

7:30pm   Wesley Hill Hall 
 

 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting:  
Monday, 20th April, 2015 at Heather 
Spicer’s home at 3.00pm 
 
*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 
February to October at the Wesley 
Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 
and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 
Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 
colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 
the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. 
The Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 
like-minded organisations. 

 


