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Don’t look but someone has been 

sucking up to much nitrogen 

 

Aleppo Pine 

 
The photograph on the cover page 

was taken in the Castlemaine 

Botanical GardensThe Aleppo pine 

is sometimes known as the 

Halepensis pine or Jerusalem pine. 

It grows 5 -50 metres tall. Young 

branches are often silvery-grey in 

colour but the older trunks develop 

a rough, greyish-black coloured 

bark that is narrowly furrowed.  The 

leaves are very thin (i.e. linear) and 

needle-like in appearance. They are 

light green in colour, hairless (i.e. 

glabrous), glossy and sometimes 

slightly twisted. These leaves (4-12 

cm long) are arranged in groups of 

two and their bases are enclosed in 

a light brown or greyish-coloured 

sheath. When the leaves are shed, 

they fall in complete units still 

attached within the sheaths. As with 

all conifers this species does not 

produce true flowers, but instead 

produces separate male and female 

cones on the same plant. The 

elongated male cones are relatively 

small, yellowish or brown in colour, 

short-lived, and borne in dense 

clusters. The easily recognisable 

female cones are large and either 

cone-shaped or oval. These female 

cones  (6-14 cm long) are often 

paired, or occasionally arranged in 

small clusters, and are borne on 
thick curved stalks 1-3 cm long. 
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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
 

 
 

Greetings from a very damp hill in 

Castlemaine, after 10 days of what I 

can only call unrelenting heat. We 

have had rain 10mms so far. 

 I have just returned from 

Melbourne after meeting with some 

friends and when we came out of 

the restaurant it was pouring down 

and the city was awash. Wonderful, 

so wonderful I had to call my 

daughter and ask if it was raining in 

Castlemaine.  

The question is has the weather 

pattern broken or is this just a 

teaser?  As it is for many of you I 

have lots of jobs to do in the garden 

and it has been just too hot.  We will 

see. 

I hope those of you who went to 

visit MA Fruit Gardens on 28 

February enjoyed their visit. 

Unfortunately we had unexpected 

visitors and I could not join you. I 

will be making a visit next 

weekend. I don’t know about you 

but I often find it somewhat 

awkward that people who don’t 

know you very well seem to believe 

that because you live in the country 

you are always happy to have 

visitors just drop in.  Strange isn’t it. 

Just before our recent heatwave I 

cut back a grevillea which had got 

out of hand and what did I find 

underneath the lower hanging 

branches? A little cluster of red 

nerines - an absolute delight and 

such a surprise. The joy of 

gardening. 

Until next time  

Judy Uren 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Horticulture Student Bursary 

Applications now close 

Monday, March 15, 2016 

Enquiries and application forms:  

5470 6230 

 

 

 

  SAVING  

    SEEDS 
 

All forms of seed are welcome – 

annuals, perennials and vegetables. 

It is of great help if you can ensure 

that the seeds have been separated 

from their husks. Christobel 

Comerford is our point of contact 

5470 6230 



VISIT TO MT. 

ALEXANDER FRUIT 

GARDENS 

A large group of members enjoyed 

the first general meeting of the 

year.  The guest speaker, Katie 

Finlay from Mt. Alexander Fruit 

Gardens, gave an interesting 

presentation on the importance of 

improving soil in order to grow 

good quality trees and plants.  Katie 

and her husband, Hugh, have a 

certified organic orchard in 

Harcourt where they grow varieties 

of cherries, pears, apricots, peaches 

and apples.   

Katie is passionate about using 

organic matter to improve soil.  The 

importance of encouraging good 

microbes and bacteria to multiply is 

crucial to this process.  Katie also 

talked about providing an 

environment where predatory 

insects can thrive and keep at bay 

the pests. 

On the following Sunday members 

gathered at the orchard and were 

impressed by the scope of the 

plantings and the recently 

completed shop where fruit and 

local produce are available, 

including organic vegetables grown 

on the farm by the Gung Hoe 

girls!  Katie and Hugh provided 

some tips on planting, pruning and 

watering and used examples in the 

orchard to demonstrate good 

horticultural practice.   

Judy Hopley 

 

 



 

COMPOST 

TEA 
 

 

There are many variations of 

compost tea. The following is the 

way I make it. 

Equipment: 

 two buckets  

 stirring stick  

 rain or dam water but if you use 

town water leave it outside for 

several hours and stir 

occasionally to remove the 

chlorine 

 fairly large handful of worm 

castings (remember to wear 

gloves, wash hands etc, when 

handling these)   

 fairly large handful of well 

finished compost  

 1 tablespoon of blood and bone  

 1 tablespoon,  Organic Molasses 

diluted in half a glass of water  

 2 tablespoons   Organic Seasol  

 2 tablespoons   Fish emulsion - 

e.g.. Charlie Carp  

 aquarium pump, and tubing  

 string and stone with hole in 

middle  

Place 10 litres of water in one 

bucket and put the worm castings 

and compost in this bucket.  Stir it 

around from time to time. After a 

few hours, when it is well mixed 

strain it through panty hose or 

similar into the other bucket. The 

residue is buried in the garden at 

appropriate plants.  Add some more 

water to make up to 10 litres. 

The Trillions of micro-organisms in 

the bucket need feeding if they are 

to multiply into Zillions so - 

Stir in blood and bone, molasses, 

Seasol, and fish emulsion. 

Attach the stone with string onto the 

end of the tubing of the aquarium 

pump, reason for doing this, is that 

I do not use an Air Stone as that’s 

not effective and without a weight 

the tubing floats to the surface and 

does not aerate the mixture, I have 

the string long enough to place the 

stone on the bottom of the bucket 

and that holds the tubing about half 

way down the mixture. Do I really 

need to say that the pump is plugged 

into a handy power point and 

switched on? 

Even though the aeration is working 

I stir the whole mix from time to 

time. Aeration continues for 18 to 

24 hours, do not leave it too long as 

the bugs would have used up the 

food and need to get into the soil to 

set to work feeding and improving 

the quality of the soil. 
 

 
 

Dilution and application: 

For orchard trees I dilute 1 to 5. 
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For garden plants that are chugging 

along the dilution is 1 to 10, but if 

the plants are needing a leg up then 

the dilution is 1 to 5. 

Apply this mix in the evening at or 

around dusk, just after watering or 

rain (ha,ha),  apply onto the soil, the 

little darlings do not last long in the 

sun they need to get down into the 

soil, so move the mulch aside  and 

then replace it when finished. Can 

also be sprayed onto foliage that 

helps keep bugs at bay, and 

improves the health off the plants. 

Chemical fertilisers, herbicides, 

insecticides, and all the other-cides 

kill micro and macro soil 

organisms. 

Sometimes I make the compost tea 

in the one bucket, I just put in the 

worm castings and compost, then 

add the other food.  I use the 

aquarium pump but still stir from 

time to time to prevent the mix from 

settling at the bottom.  I use a 

watering can without a rose to apply 

this mix as the bits would clog up 

the rose. 

 The food can be varied but the 

essential ingredients are, Molasses, 

Seasol, and Fish emulsion. 

If I have any Biodynamic 500 on 

hand then I add a little of that. 

 That’s it folks. When faced with 

any methods for doing anything I 

usually go by the good old 

fashioned saying “Do the best you 

can with what you have around 

you”                              Juliana Hart 

 

ART & ROSES BUS 

TOUR 

Saturday, 9 April, 2016 
Leave Old Market Building 

9.30am 

       [minimum 20 persons] 
 

Visit 

  Silkies Rose Farm 

  Kilmore Art Expo 

  Hidden Valley Estate 

 

  Cost $30 

   Morning/Afternoon teas included 

     Lunch available 

      Mains approx. $12 

 

 Kilmore Art Expo: paintings, 

woodwork, jewellery and glass art 

on exhibition and sale 

 Silkies Rose Farm: tour the rose 

garden with Graham who will 

explain organic and biodymanic 

gardening principles and his rose 

pruning, composting, organic 

weed, insect and black spot 

management techniques 

 Hidden Valley Estate: enjoy a 

walk around the lake gardens and 

learn something of the history of 

this property – originally a 

thoroughbred horse stud, 

established by the Holmes a Court 

family 

        Reservations/Information:  

Tom Comerford 

5470 6230



                             

 

 

 

28 YEARS AGO 

 
22nd March 1988: General 

Meeting 

 Autumn Flower Festival to be 

held each State Festival Year and 

a Spring Flower Festival each 

non-State Festival year. 

 G. Davey presented details on 

Castlemaine Bus Line Proposals 

for an overnight trip to the 

Dandenong Ranges in 

November, minimum number 

20. 

 

26 YEARS AGO 
 

27th March 1990: Committee 

Meeting 

 Letter to be written to Miss 

Australia Trust wishing them 

success but that we do not make 

donations to other groups. 

 Visit of Horsham Garden Club 

on April 8 . . . . members asked 

to be present, bring mugs, 

folding chairs and a plate of 

scones, biscuits or cakes to share 

with visitors 

 

 
 

 
 

 

14 YEARS AGO 
 

26th March 2002:   Bits & Pieces 

Presidents Notes 

Responding to  request for 

information about Wahlenbergia 

species, is Liz Freeman who 

delights in this plant, not only for its 

hardiness and its propensity to self-

sow even in quite inhospitable 

surroundings, but above all for its 

masses of starry flowers of a 

captivating and translucent azure 

blue; and it flowers “for forever”.   

 

 

Liz gladly advises that this plant 

(generally perennial) is indigenous 

to the goldfields region, and so 

thrives in full sun and long dry 

summers and  while  tending to die 

back in winter survives frosts well.  

The plants grow to between 30-50 

cm tall.  Liz has learnt that 

Wahlenbergia species are to be 

found growing locally in Kalimna 

Park.

OUR HISTORY 
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BURNLEY 

HORTICULTURE 

COLLEGE 
 

The site of Burnley College began 

as the Richmond Survey Paddock 

in 1850. The Horticultural Society 

of Victoria took control in 1863 

and opened the gardens on 1 

January 1863, the official opening 

being marked by the planting of a 

Californian Redwood (Sequoia 

sempervirens) which is now a 

magnificent tree. 

 
Sequoia sempervirens planted in 1863  

Land was set aside in the Richmond 

Survey Paddock and a competition 

was held where first prize of ₤15 

was awarded to Alfred Lynch, a  

Landscape Gardener from Prahran. 

For many decades it was thought 

that the Lynch Plan was never 

implemented but through research  

in the 1990s discovered it was. Six 

acres was laid out in geometric and 

highly decorative style prevalent at 

the time of Louis Quatorze. This 

style was in fashion in England at 

that time and this example was 

thought to be unique in Australia. 

Work on the gardens started in 1861 

and culminated in a grand opening 

on 1st January, 1863. Thousands of 

tons of soil were moved to build 4 

circular terraces and remnants of the 

first terrace still remain today. On 

the great day of the opening 

California Redwood was planted in 

the middle of the bed and today is 

one of the garden’s favorite trees.  

Over the next forty years the main 

purpose of the gardens was to trial 

fruit and timber trees to find out 

which ones were best suited to the 

Victoria climate the best and would 

have economic value for the 

expanding colony. Many prizes 

were won for good quality fruit in 

London but in the 1890s a 

depression struck Victoria and the 

gardens returned to the Government 

which, in its wisdom, turned it into 

the first horticultural college in 

Australia. 

The second principal was Charles 

Bogue Luffman (1897-1908) and he 

redesigned the gardens into a more 

naturalistic style. His signature 

designs were curved garden beds 

with sunken paths, which have since 

disappeared, separate winter and 

summer gardens and large grass 

expansions with uninterrupted 

views. Luffman built himself and 

his suffragette wife Lauretta 

Luffman (nee Lane) a Principal’s 

http://gardendrum.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Sequoia-Burnley-campus.jpg


residence which was a mock Tudor 

villa in the heart of the gardens. 

Unfortunately, it fell over (it was 

deliberately pushed) in the 1980s 

and from that moment the gardens 

lost their focal point. 

 

 
Luffman’s 

Lily Pond 

and Baron 

von Mueller 

Pine in the 

back ground 

 

 

 

Luffman 

had instinctive knowledge about 

nature and understood that Australia 

had a different climate from that of 

England’s and that one should 

always choose plants that suited the 

growing conditions of the site. 

He was charming, knowledgeable, 

jealous, self centred and always 

controversial. He allowed the entry 

of women students, which was 

outrageous in the minds of the late 

Victorian Board members. Women 

students often fell in love with him 

and were one of the reasons he 

clashed with the conservative board 

members. But he persisted and 

many talented female students 

graduated from Burnley such as 

Olive Mellor, Edna Walling and 

later on Grace Fraser. Many of the 

early principals such as Mr. John 

McLennan and Mr. Alex Jessup 

went on to become directors of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 

 
Luffman’s Lily Pond 

Luffman’s central gardens are now 

registered on the Victorian Heritage 

Register. The sweeping lawns, the 

beautiful lily pond and ring of old 

trees are reminiscent of the 

contributions Baron von Mueller 

made when he was Chairman of the 

HSV in the 1860s. 

Unfortunately many of the old trees 

became infirm and had to be 

removed. There are now six trees 

registered on the National Trust’s 

Victoria Register of Significant 

Trees. (formed in 1998).  A huge 

Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus 

cladocalyx) c.1887 was deemed 

dangerous and had to be removed. 

Its timber was fashioned into a 

beautiful table and now has pride of 

place near the site of the Principal’s 

House. 

Students have always worked in the 

gardens. One of the well-known 

students of her day, Hilda Dance, 

did a preliminary garden design in 

1947 for the new Administration 

Building and then Emily Gibson (a 

staff member and another former 
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student) finally implemented the 

design that still exists today.  

 
Burnley Campus administration 

building completed in 1949 

The building was designed by Percy 

Everett and was controversial in its 

modernist design. 

The Burnley Horticulture College is 

part of Melbourne University’s 

School of Land and Environment. 

Students still work in the gardens 

and today in the Field Station there 

are many Master and PhD students’ 

experimental plots.  

The most recent development has 

been the conversion of the flat roof 

of the ground floor of the Main 

building into a roof top garden and 

the creation of The Green 

demonstration garden.  

Before construction began 

researchers carefully investigate 

planting media, drainage, structural 

requirements including plumbing 

and fertilizer use. Different growing 

zones were incorporated in the 

design, including one each for 

succulents and vegetables and one 

for trailing native plants 

  
Visiting 

By Road: The main entrance is on 

Yarra Boulevard – south from the 

Swan Street Bridge.  Limited 

parking.   Melways p.45 A 12 

By Tram: #70.  Stop 18 from 

Flinders Street along the Exhibition 

Street extension into Swan Street 

By Train: nearest stations are 

Burnley, Hawthorn or Heyington 
    

 

Spacing did not allow for this 

section of the Minutes 
Peggy Munro: Peggy kindly reads all mail 

to check for interesting outings etc. Peggy 

highlighted that our next month speakers 

Neutrog are offering a book for sale  “From 

the Ground Up” usually $49.95- but 

offered to our members for $35 ( or 

donate$14.95 per book  to club) - these 

need to be ordered asap- please contact 

Sally if you wish to order prior to next 

meeting 

There are lots of interesting things 

happening so please feel free to read all 

correspondence for details 
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APRIL DIARY 

          
 Check chrysanthemums for 

aphid attack. Spray with 

pyrethrum  

 Prepare beds for new 

roses and deciduous trees by 

digging in organic compost. 

 Cut back perennials that have 

finished flowering, and divide 

established clumps 

 Finish sweetpea planting 

 Remove annual weeds before 

they go to seed. Cut off 

existing seed heads and put 

them in a plastic bag in the bin 

 Look for some of the new 

miniature spring bulbs – 

they’re great in pots 

 Lift strawberry plants, refresh 

soil with old organic matter, 

and replant runners 

 Plant potatoes and shalots 

 Whole, unblemished tomatoes 

will keep well in a jar if the 

ripe fruit is covered with olive 

oil. 

SEEDLINGS TO PLANT: 

Ageratum, Celosia, Lupin, Pansy, 

Viola, Cabbage, cauliflower, 

celery, silver beet 

SEEDS TO SOW:  

Alyssum, Calendula, Cornflower, 

Dianthus, Lobelia, Sweet Pea 

Beetroot, Broccoli, Carrot, Leeks, 

Lettuce, Pea, Radish, Spinach 

 

\ 

ZUCCHINI &      

PARMESAN 

SOUP 
 

 

2tbs olive oil 

1 brown onion 

2 garlic cloves crushed 

1tbs chopped fresh thyme leaves 

5 cups chicken stock 

3 (440g) potatoes chopped 

4 large (700g) zucchini peeled 

and sliced 

1 cup fresh parsley 

½ cup shredded parmesan 

¼ cup sour cream 

Cook onion, garlic and thyme in oil 

for 1 min until soft 

Add stock and potato bring to boil 

and simmer for 10 min until tender 

Add zucchini and cook until soft. 

Remove from heat 

Stir in parsley, parmesan and sour 

cream, blend until smooth 

Serve with pepper and extra 

parmesan 
Maryborough Garden Club Newsletter 

March, 2016 

 

 Knowledge is to know a tomato 

is a fruit 

Wisdom is to know not to put a 

tomato in a fruit salad  
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COMING EVENTS 

 

26-27 March: OGV Lubra Bend 

Yarra Glen 

March – 26 April: Frogmore 

Garden Newbury 

9-10 April: RSV The Autumn Rose 

Spectacular Braeside 

14 April: GRGG Visit 3 

Campbells Creek gardens 

15 April: U3A Cluain Mhor & 

Tutes Cottage  Castlemaine 

22-24 April: Chrysanthemum and 

Floral Art Championship Bendigo 

28 April: GRGG Todd Garden & 

The Shakespeare Garden Ballarat 

5 May: GRGG Melrose & The 

Falls  Malmsbury 

8 May: OGV Anne Vale’s Garden 

Koonwarra 
OGV: Open Gardens Victoria 

RSV: Rose Society of Victoria 

GRGG: Goldfields Roses and Gardens Group  
 

 

 

CAR 

TRAIL 

Saturday 

16th April 
[please note the change of date] 

 

Meet at the Octopus at 1:00pm 

The route will include some 

unsealed roads, and will conclude 

at the Isaacs’ place in Elphinstone 

for afternoon tea 

 
       
 

     DISCOUNTS 

 

 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 

 

 

You will need your 2016 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

February 2016   

 

Main Account   

Cashbook Balance at 31/01/2016      3,104.06 

Income to 31/01/2016 

Raffle         30.80 

Trading Table       37.50   

Membership      612.00 680.30 3,784.36 

 

Expenses to 31/01/2016   

Postage – Mulch          25.00  

Printing - January Mulch      66.00  

Speakers fee        50.00 

Hall hire       180.00 321.00   

Cashbook Balance at 29/02/2016      3,463.36 

    

Bank Reconciliation:    

Bank Balance at 29/02/2016     3,104.06 

Add receipts not yet credited         550.30 

Less unpresented cheques:   

#1320         50.00 

#1321       180.00      

#1322         25.00      255.00 

3,463.36    

Bursary Account   

Balance at 30/9/2015    716.00 

Donations - nil         0.00 

Bank Balance at 31/10/2015   716.00 

     

Cash at Hand   

Petty Cash        27.85 

Raffle Float       10.00 

Trading Table Float     25.20 

Total Cash at Hand     63.05 

     

Fixed Assets   

PA System      966.40 

Gazebos      366.40 

Digital Projector     279.20 

Total     1,612.00
 

 



MINUTES 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club General Meeting 

730PM Tuesday 23rd February 2016 at Wesley Hill Hall 

 

Chair: Judy Uren 

Members Present: Judy Eastwood, Sally Leversha, Judy Uren, Gill King, Juliana Hart, Tom 

& Christobel Comerford, Phil & Judy Hopley, Sue Spacey, Alec Allen, Heather Spicer, 

Edward Gollings, Marion Cooke, Alan & Pam Isaacs, Peggy Munro, Tanya & James Grant, 

Juliana Hart, James & Tanya Grant, Jeanette Adams, Eileen Park, Marie Elrington, Jill 

Collier, Jo Welch, Lynda Prest, Lynda Stevenson, Gabe& Ann Roman, Jenny Nuske, Judi 

Kent, Allison McMillan 

Apologies: Penny Garnett, Barry&Jen Lacey, Maxine Tester, Lorna Anstey 

Visitors: Katie Findlay- Guest Speaker 
New Members: Gabe & Ann Roman 

1. Minutes: That the minutes of the meeting held on 27/10/15 be accepted  

 Moved:   Judy Uren                          Seconded:      Edward Gollings               Carried.   

Judy opened the meeting with a warm welcome to the New Year to all members & new 

members  

Gabe &Ann Roman 

Welcome also to Guest Speaker Katie Findlay 

2. Correspondence IN NOVEMBER 2015 : 

2.1  The Grapevine – Maryborough News letter 

2.2 Bendigo Garden Club Newsletter 

2.3 BBank Statement- Allan Isaacs 

2.4 Membership Application –Susan Albert- $20 cash- Allan Isaacs 

2.5 Email- Rose Garden open days- Tom Comerford to place in MULCH 

3. Correspondence In Dec 2015  & Jan2016: 

3.1 Thank you from Phil & Judy Hopley 

3.2 Email- Sue Spacey- re Daylesford Horticultural Group request for inclusion in copy of  

MULCH-forwarded Tom Comerford 

3.3 Email- Danielle – Cantwell Property Group request to water garden of private house- 

forwarded- Judy Uren 

3.4 Riverdale workshop- Sunday 14th Feb 

3.5 BBank Oct, Nov & Dec- Allan Isaacs 

3.6 Midland Express- Acct for $165- Allan Isaacs 

3.7 Newsletters- The Grapevine Maryborough 

3.8 COS- office supplies acct for $61.80 

3.9 Request from a new Garden Club for copy of Mulch-Daylesford Horticultural Group- 

forwarded Judy Eastwood 

3.10 New Zealand Gardener- request to renew subscription for Castlemaine library???? 

3.11 Invite from Creswick Garden Club for The Melbourne International Flower Show- 

Weds 16th March 

Cost is $45 pp RSVP Phyllis- 53452514 

3.12 New Membership Appl- Caroline Bellair-$20 cheq- Allan Isaacs 

3.13 Gardeners Gazette- Summer 2015 

3.14 Membership Applications-  

Caroline Bellair- $20cheq-AI   Wendy Kendell- $20 cheq-AI   

Glenn Sutherland_$20 cheq-AI   Neill Gibson- $20 cheq-AI 

3.15 Gardeners Gazette  Summer 2016 



3.16 Email- Open Gardens Victoria- Newsletter with dates &places 

3.17 Gwen Davey- cheq$25??-AI 

3.18 Kyneton Horticultural Society- Autumn Flower Show 

3.19 Mill Park Garden Clun Newsletter 

3.20 The Grapevine- Maryborough Newsletter 

3.21 Wesley Hill Hall Invoice for Hall Hire- $180- AI 

3.22 Bendigo Bank Statement→ AI 

3.23 SGA- Sustainable Gardening Australia- Upcoming Training Events times & dates 

3.24 Wendy Kendall email re membership→Judy Eastwood Registrations 

3.25 J Warracke- membership $20 cheq→AI 

3.26 Helen Leech- Bendigo Garden Club newsletter & letter  re emailing newsletter instead 

of mailing 

3.27 Benalla- Gardens & sightseeing/ places of interest 

3.28 Vic Roads- notification of road works Pyrenees Hwy 2016 

4. Correspondence OUT: NIL 

Moved: Sally Leversha         Seconded: Judy Uren              Carried 

5 Business :  

5.1 Castlemaine Health- Judy Uren  discussed if members were interested in continuing to 

help support the hospital with future plans in the Hostel Gardens as discussed last year - 

members voted that they agreed 

5.2 O/N Trip & car ramble- Tom & Alan organising Sat 9/4- this is in progress 

5.3 Bursary-Tom is managing this & the time has been extended to another month to allow 

any further applicants 

5.4 Tom highlighted the weekend of the 9&10th April ( however the 9th clashes with the car 

ramble) but the 10th would be good for people interested in  the Kilmore Rose Garden, 

nursery, history, winery- saying it is extremely good value for the bus & food- please 

contact Tom as soon as possible if interested 

5.5 Marion has again offered to organise cheap mulch for those interested -to be delivered 

to her house following the fire season- Sally is forming a list of people interested – 

message 0437683469 or 54722989  

6. Reports: 

6.1 Treasurer: 

 Alan Isaacs reported a positive balance of $3,000 

There was a profit of $3000 from the Garden Market 

Reminder to members that postage is now $1 ea so $11 per year for Mulch mail out- 

Total of $31 per person for membership & if having Mulch mailed. 

Moved: Alan Isaacs                                  Seconded: Phil Hopley                   Carried 

Guest Speaker: Katie Findlay- Mt Alexander Fruit Gardens 

Katie gave a wonderful talk on organic gardening highlighting soil as a living organism 

thriving with all sorts of bacteria, fungi & nutrients. Katie spoke of friendly organisms in 

the soil, friendly weeds & the balance necessary to keep a healthy organic environment 

for her fruit trees to grow. 

There will be a visit to her property this Sunday 

Raffle: Plant Beverley Bell- won by Marion Cooke 

Trading Table: an abundance of roses, tomatoes, kaffir lime leaves, peaches, blood 

plums, grapes & gardening books 



      tomchris@mmnet.com.au  
 

 

NEXT MEETING 

22nd March: General Meeting 

Speaker- Neutrog Fertilizers 

Subscriptions due! 

 

Wednesday, 23rd March 

Visit to Burnley Horticulture College 

RSVP 17th March  

 

 
 

Friday 8th April 

Committee Meeting 

Jan Gower’s home 
 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 

and costs $20 a year per household 

($31 if you want a paper copy of 

Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 

colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. The 

Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organisations. 
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