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 Talk on roses Well boy is it raining!! A strange sort of day, it started off quite warm (didn’t get 

below 10deg overnight) and now it is cold and wet.  At least I got a few more 

weeds out before getting drenched. 

We have just come back from ten days away.  It was lovely to get home and see all 

the beginnings of Spring.  We disturbed our resident wallaby when we came up the 

drive and then found that an echidna had dug a few exploratory holes!  The wattles 

still have plenty of colour and the purple and the white hardenbergias lead us on to 

the daffodils, jonquils and wallflowers – a lovely bank of colour.  On the other side 

of the garden it was looking a bit like a snow storm with the wind blowing the 

blossoms from the cherry plums – lovely. 

 We had gone to visit our daughter in Coffs Harbour which was very nice.  It was 

great to see her and her family and the weather was lovely.  It certainly is a 

beautiful part of the country.  We saw whales on a trip to Woolgoolga and then sat 

on her verandah and saw some more from there.  We were told we had missed out 

on some ghastly weather down here, I don’t normally mind the cold but I must say 

it was nice to have some sunshine. 

Your committee has decided that we will hold our end of year function out at 

Harcourt which will be nice.  Sue Spacey has organised the evening and there is 

information elsewhere in MULCH. 

Thank you to everyone who put forward suggestions for next year’s calendar.  

There are some really good ideas and we look forward to another great year. 

We have two days coming up for making posies.  The first is for Seniors’ week.  We 

will meet at Peggy Munro’s home in Burnett Road from 9am on Wednesday, 11th 

October with flowers and greenery – make up the posies then take them to 

Castlemaine Health for the residents.  Please come along and share this day, it will 

be nice to have some members to give out the posies. 

The second date will be Friday, 3rd November for the Show Parade.  We can never 

have enough to hand out to the people lining the street so the more the merrier. 

 I was sorry to learn of the death of one of our former members Juliana 

Hart.  Many of you will remember her great talk about worms which was very 

enlightening and interesting.  Our condolences to Lindsay and her family. 

Marion Cooke 

 

https://castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/2017/08/23/talk-on-roses/


 

 

Ken Rae from Spring Park Nursery in Eganstown gave a talk on roses at the club’s 
August meeting.  Members were interested to learn that Ken recommends feeding 
roses by spraying or dousing the foliage with a liquid fertiliser such as Seasol.  This 
type of feeding allows the plant to use the nutrients efficiently. 

 

Ken also 
spoke about 
the use of 
seaweed-
based sprays 
and frost 
protection 
sprays that 
are useful for 
protecting 
frost tender 
plants.  The 
first helps 
plants 
develop an 
internal 
resistance to 
frost whilst 
the latter 
creates a 
protective 
polymer film 
over leaves 
and stems. 

Ken brought along several varieties of bare rooted roses and distributed to those 
present the nursery’s 2017 rose catalogue.  More information is available at the 
webpage: http://www.springparknursery.com.au.  Visitors are welcome to visit the 
nursery at 3734 Midland Highway, Eganstown to see the large variety of roses 
available and to get advice about rose growing.  

      Article by  Philip Hopley. 



 

 

Peggy’s Pearls. 

Wonderful weather. More rain 

needed. Bulbs are looking great. 

Blossoms are just popping and the  

grass is growing. 

I won't say anything about the weeds. 

 

My reading this month has been great; 

I got a whole fistful of gardening 

books from a very special garage sale. 

Mediterranean gardening ideas, little bulbs, grasses and more, were 

great topics and right up my street. 

 

From the library a couple of current mags and "The Complete 

Gardener" by Monty Don. Call number 635DON. 

Great book actually, all about his own garden with good pictures and 

lots and lots of good information. Some of the info was new to me 

especially about growing some berries that I have never done. I was 

almost tempted to think about getting some, but remembered just how 

much I already have to look after. 

 

I went down to Kyneton to their flower show on Sunday morning. 

Lots of great blooms of all sorts, 

wonderful smelling daphne, daffodils of 

course, and people there to answer 

questions.Fermi de Sousa, one of our 

recent speakers, won prizes for some 

delightful miniature daffodils. 

But my favourites were some jonquils. 

And I saw a pot of snowflakes 

LEUCOJUM that were small and 

beautiful, but without any green spots. 

Never have I seen this species before, I 

will try to find out more about them, I 

hope. 



 

 

 

I have been shifting some nerines and sternbergia lutea. Some 

collapsing steps are to be replaced with a ramp and before work is 

started, strategies to save plants need to be done. But why, when you lift 

a clump of bulbs that took up about a handkerchief size of soil do they 

need about a tea-towel piece of ground prepared for them in their new 

place? 

There are succulents to move and pots to shift as well. That's pretty 

easy. 

And there will be other gardening jobs to do when it is finished to make 

a fine effort of it all.  

Happy days ahead.  

 

Last week I saw the most wonderful berries on a holly tree. Just a little 

tree tucked into a corner of a building at the Uniting Church. 

I must have passed this tree hundreds of times and never noticed it but 

the REALLY BRIGHT BERRIES couldn't be ignored. 

How many things, flowers, berries, bright leaves don't we see? 

What else do we miss? 

 

I must learn to look better. 

Happy looking and gardening everyone 

PEGGY M 
 

  



 

 

Castlemaine Garden Club Christmas function  

As you know, we are fast approaching our Christmas 

function , which will be on Tuesday, the 28th November at 

The Goldfields Track Café, 92 Harmony Way, Harcourt.  We will meet 

at 6.30 p.m. 

The cost to members will be $20 inclusive of house wine, ( if more 

expensive wine is required, this must be paid for separately) ,soft 

drinks, the meal to be subsidised by the Club. Please let me know of 

your interest in this function so that I can compile a list for the menu 

and numbers of attendees. 

The menu will be as follows. 

Main course. 

Roast Pork with apple sauce and crackle, or 

Roast chicken with herb stuffing. GF option with no stuffing. 

(Main course is served with gravy and a medley of roast vegetables 

and steamed greens). 

Vegetarian option available, but must be ordered in advance. 

Dessert. 

Fruit mince pudding with cream, or 

Pavlova with berries and cream. 

Call Sue Spacey on 5470 5834 or 04 03 03 83 52. 

The cut-off date for bookings will be the October 24th (general 

meeting). We have advised Donna from Goldfields Track café that we 

expect around forty people to attend, so early booking is advised! 



 

 

What to plant in September man 
I’ve planted everywhere man 
Plant more I do not dare man 
I’ve breathed the dust filled air man 
Planting.  I’ve had my share man 
I’ve planted everywhere 
 
I’ve planted 
Asian greens 
Rocket, Spinach, Beetroot, Cabbage, 
Carrot, Turnip 
My arms are aching 
My back is breaking 
Radish, Broccoli, Onions and Parsnip. 
  
I’ve planted everywhere man 
I’ve planted everywhere man 
But spring is here 
They say in my ear 
And I must plant more 
To be sure to be sure 
 
I’m planting 
Peas, Potatoes, Silverbeet, Nasturtiums, Calendulas, Violas, Borage and 
Marigolds 

I’ll hold off on the summer crops 
like 
Tomatoes, Basil, Corn, Climbing 
beans, Zucchini  and Melons 
Until it’s warm man 
I’ve planted everywhere. 
 

 

With apologies to Geoff Mack and Lucky Starr 
  



 

 

Wicking Beds: 
 

As our water reserves become more precious, we need to look to 
better, more efficient use.  Vegie beds are ideally suited to wicking 
beds. 
A wicking bed is essentially a giant, self- watering pot, which draws its 
water from an under-earth reservoir as it is needed. This creates better 
growing conditions for the plants and reduces the impact on our water 
supply. 
 
Building a wicking bed: 
First you will need a container.  Old apple boxes are plentiful in our 
area and ideal for wicking beds.  Make sure the box is in full sun and it 
is essential that it is level. 
Some old carpet to lay in the bottom of the box and heavy- duty 
plastic, say builders’ plastic to line the inside of the box.  It’s a good 
idea to then pop another piece of old carpet over the black plastic at 
the bottom and about 20cm up the sides to protect the plastic from 
the scoria. 
Now fill the bottom of the box with scoria, to a depth of about 10cm.  
Attach some Ag pipe to a length of poly-pipe via an elbow, and curl the 
ag pipe around on top of the scoria.  Settle the poly-pipe into one 
corner of your box.  It’s a good idea to have a cover over the end of the 
poly-pipe to stop the mozzies breeding in your water reservoir. 
Next, cover the ag pipe 
with more scoria, to a 
depth of 10cm, giving 
you a total of 20cm of 
scoria in the box. 
Now drill a hole at this 
level, and insert a small 
pipe for an overflow. 



 

 

Lay some shade-cloth over the scoria and add around 30cm of good 
quality soil which has plenty of organic matter.  Any more than 30cm 
and the wicking won’t work properly.  Any less and there isn’t 
sufficient soil for the veggies. 
Fill the water reservoir via a hose into the poly-pipe until the overflow 
pipe is activated. 
Finally, plant out your bed and enjoy.  The wicking takes a couple of 
weeks to get working, so remember to water overhead until the bed 
appears to be coping on its own. 
A final note – remember that this is a closed system so fertilize 
sparingly and rarely. 
 
       Article by Judi Kent 
 
  

Marion’s hardenbergias are 

simply stunning this year. 



 

 

AUGUST MEETING MINUTES 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club General Meeting 

Tuesday 22nd August, 2017, 7.30pm 

 

Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Lorna Anstey, Marion Cooke, Marion Downe,  

Sue Grimes, Philip Hopley, Alan Isaacs, Judi Kent, Gill King, 

Jean Lorenz, John MacIntyre, Barbara Maund, Jenny Nuske, 

Eileen Park, Kaye Payne, Sue Spacey, Heather Spicer,  

Maxine Tester, Judy Uren, Neil Webster, Ann & Gabe Roman,  

Jo Welsh 

Apologies: Judy Hopley, Barry & Jennifer Lacey,  

Helen & Kit Morris, Peggy Munro, Julie-Ann Webster 

Visitors: Ken Rae, Spring Park Nursery 

 

1. Welcome to all, especially to new member, John 

MacIntyre and our speaker, Ken Rae. 

 

2. Correspondence In and Out: 

 This is placed in the correspondence booklet on the 

main table and is available for all to view.  Special items will 

be announced at the meeting. 

 

 Moved:Jo Welsh    

 Seconded:Philip Hopley 

 

3. Program for 2018 

 A suggestion sheet is making the rounds.  Please give us 

your exciting ideas for an interesting 2018 program. 



 

 

 

4. Garden Market 

 This being the main fundraiser for the year, all 

members are encouraged to pot up plants for us.  The trading 

table has free Judas tree seeds that are easy to pot now. 

 Judy Uren is the organiser, although she will not be 

there on the day.  

  

5. Senior’s Week Posies - 2nd week October  

 Members are needed to put together and distribute 

posies at the hospital.  It is a much appreciated service. 

 

6. Raffle of a hardenbergia 

 

7. Trading Table 

 Plenty on offer! 

 

8. Meeting Closed: at 8.00pm for a ‘cuppa’ followed by 

speaker Ken Rae from Spring Park Nursery telling all about 

“Roses’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club Committee 

Meeting 

Tuesday 12th September, 2017 

 

 
Chair:  Marion Cooke 

Present: Judi Kent, Judy Uren, Alan Isaacs, Judy Hopley, 

Sue Spacey, Jo Welsh 

 

BUSINESS: 

 Growing Abundance-speaker not organised as yet but 

will be sorted out by the time.  Growing Abundance is ok with.  

Will go into MULCH. Marion to write. 

 

 Seniors week is 8-15th October.  Posy making and 

delivery is 9.00am, Wednesday  11th October at Peggy’s. Judy 

U to deliver jars.  Donna in charge of aged care needs to be 

called to set up ready for us. 

 

 Christmas Breakup.  After visiting many venues, 

Goldfields Track Cafe is the choice. $20 to Sue paid by 

October meeting.  Main & dessert.  28th October, 6.30 - 7.00  

$30/head-subsidy of $10/head and house wine.  Pork & 

chicken and fruit mince pie & pavlova.  Article for MULCH-

Sue 

 



 

 

 Garden Market. Lawn cutting - twice, Alan to org key, 

Cookie to cut grass, Judy H to get access to toilet and look 

after necessaries, Philip & Alan to look after paint, Fliers for 

members to distribute (50 pages), A4 posters (Alan to 

organise), posters for Judy H to distribute (railway station, 

library and market), letter to Peter McConnell (Alan), ad for 

Midland Express and C/maine Mail (Alan) 

 

Show parade. Friday 3rd November.  Cookie will drive.  Peggy 

posies?  Marion -  fliers. 

 

Suggested program for next year. C/tee asked to fill in a 

suggested program for 2018.  Sort out program next meeting.  

Jo to org. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report: Healthy position as shown in email. 

 

 Next Meeting:  10th October at Marion’s 

 

 Meeting Closed:  10.58 
  



 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
In April 2012, a new Act for incorporated associations was passed, changing the laws 

that apply to Victorian incorporated associations.  The changes commenced on 26 

November 2012 and specified a new set of model rules governing clubs and the 

option for clubs to submit their own rules.  

Our club has not submitted our own rules and so is governed by the model rules, 

which can be viewed on the Consumer Affairs Victoria website. The only carry-over 

from our original rules is the purpose of the club: “To promote the interest of 

gardening in the community and welcome anyone of any age”. 

The model rules serve us well, covering all aspects of the running of our club 

including the use of modern technology (one could “attend” a committee meeting via 

Skype, for example) and internet banking. 

 

  



 

 

  

Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in the 

form of discounts 

You will need your 2017  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% off gravel, mulch, soil and potting mix 

15% off pots and plants 

5% off seedlings 

  

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Tonks Gardening Section 

10% off garden related products. 

 

  

MULCH is printed with the assistance of LEGION OFFICE WORKS 



 

 

 Next Meeting: 

26th Sept. General Meeting 

Location: Wesley Hill Hall 

7.30pm 

Guest Speaker:  

 Growing Abundance 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

 Tuesday 10th October 

At Marion’s 

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is available via email 

on request. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 

The club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organizations. 
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