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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Well this will be our last MULCH 
for the year (thanks so much to 
Maxine for this difficult job- well 
done!) and I just don’t know where 
the time has gone! 

Firstly, we have just had the Show 
Parade with Garden Club members 
handing out posies (made at Peggy 
Munro’s place-a fun morning with a 
lovely cuppa to follow). 

And then our Annual Garden 
Market Day- coordinated by Judy 
Uren and Marion Cooke. Plants 
potted at Sue Spacey and nurtured 
until the day of the market and an 
enormous raffle prize compiled by 
Maxine- it was lovely to see such a 
happy prize winner. Hard to thank 
so many people who assisted in so 
many ways to make this such a 
successful day- well done team! 

Richard Lay spoke at our last 
meeting on Iris’s and a few of us 
are about to head out hunting for 
some to purchase- they are like 
roses and seem to be able to stand 
up to harsh conditions. 

Spring is so much cooler this year 
and I have found many of my roses 
which are always out on Cup Day 
are still tucked up tight waiting for 
warmer conditions. I visited Mica 
Grange for the Festival of Gardens 
and they are in the same position- 
first time ever! 

What is noticeable is the number  
of mosquitoes – such a pestilence! 
With Aero guard sold out in many 
places- let’s hope the heat limits 
their numbers- fingers crossed. 
Capeweed also seems to be in 
abundance- even in my back yard. 

We have our Christmas breakup 
at ASQ Butterfly House at 6pm 
Tuesday 15th November 

Please let Judy Eastwood know if 
you are able to attend There is a   
$10 deposit refundable on the 
night. We already have 30 people 
committed to attending. 

It has been a busy and fun year for 
our Club 

I wish you all a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year and will 
see you in January when we catch 
up in the Botanical Gardens for  
the start of the year 

Best Wishes 

Yours in Gardening 

Sally Leversha 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

At the last general meeting for  

the year, a large group of members 

heard Richard Lay give a fascinating 

talk about his love of irises and the 

evolution of these beautiful flowers 

over the past sixty years.   

 

Richard spent his childhood in 
London where his interest in irises 
first began.  He was only aware of 
the traditional blue irises and was 
delighted when he first saw them in 
white and yellow hues.   

 
 

 

As a young man a visit to Essex  
led to the discovery of a farm 
where the owner cultivated and 
propagated irises, dahlias and 
poppies.  The skills of cross 
pollinating and breeding were 
quickly learned and Richard was 
"hooked". 

Richard explained that from the 
mid-20th century, iris breeders 
endeavoured to cross traditional 
irises of Northern Europe with 
those found in the Middle East.   
It took time before success was 
eventually achieved and new forms 
and colours became widely 
available.  Richard continued his 
work with irises after moving to 
Australia and continues to strive  
for flowers and shapes that he  
likes, particularly in shades of pink. 

 

 

RICHARD LAY TALKING ABOUT IRISES 

 



 

 

Members of the Castlemaine Garden Club were pleased to welcome 
Mooroopna and District Garden Club members to Castlemaine on Tuesday  
19th October.  After lunch at the Botanical Gardens, the members visited Peter 
Rotteveel’s garden, then went on to Sally Leversha’s in Castlemaine and ended 
up at Marion Cooke’s garden at Yapeen where a delicious afternoon tea was 
enjoyed.  Thanks to Peter, Sally and Marion for making their gardens available 
and to all the members of the CDGC who made the visitors welcome by 
participating in the afternoon activities and providing afternoon tea. 

 

Mooroopna Garden Club members enjoying Peter Rotteveel’s delightful garden 

 

Different aspects of Marion Cooke’s Garden as seen by Mooroopna Garden Club Members 

MOOROOPNA CLUB VISITS OUR MEMBERS’ GARDENS 

 



 

 

 

 

The annual garden market once again 

proved to be a great success.   

 

 
 

Early shoppers catching some bargains 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Despite waking to the sound of rain 

on the roof the weather was dry and 

warm with a blustery wind keeping 

the mossies at bay! 

 

 
Setting up and relaxing before the buyers arrive 

 

The constant flow of visitors created 
a colourful and busy atmosphere and 
stall holders were pleased with their 
sales.  Many raffle tickets were sold 
and the lucky winners went home 
with a great selection of garden 
goodies. 

Thanks to all the Club members who 
helped make this a great event.   

As one local was heard to comment, 
“the best garden market around”. 

 

 

 

GARDEN MARKET 



 

 

 

First Prize:  

Heather Maxfield with her daughter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Prize:  

Bob Savage        (Bonsai donated by Barry Lacey) 

 

   Garden Market Takings    
 

              2016            2015          2014 
 

   Entry 957 1,018  
 

   Raffle 486 353  
 

   Plant sales 755 1259  
 

   Stall 154 373  
 

   Site fees 330 290   
 

 2,682 3,293 3,262 
 

    
 

    Notes:    
 

    These are net takings after subtracting the $300 cash float.  
 

Going to press. Total Expenses 
unknown.    

 

    

 

AND THE WINNERS ARE: 



 

 

 

Once again we had a very successful 
Show Parade. Thanks to all those 
members who contributed foliage 
and helped make the posies at Peggy 
Munro’s home. Our seed packets 
were once again fantastic and very 
popular with the children, as were 
the posies.  

A huge effort once again by Tom 
and Christobel Comerford. 
Unfortunately, we only had four 
members turn up to hand out posies 
and seeds but we managed. Thanks 
to Marion Cooke, Judy Uren, Judy 
Eastwood, Sue Spacey. Peggy Munro 
was able to give the royal wave to 
the crowd in our parade vehicle. 
driven by Alex Cooke.  

. 

 

 

Members gathered to make posies for the Show Parade 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

POSIES MADE FOR THE SHOW PARADE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

After enjoying Richard's 

presentation at our last meeting,  

I thought I would like to share 

with our members some pictures 

of iris that are growing in my 

garden.  

All through the winter the small 
Iris unguicularis flowered and 
flowered. Then the first of the 
spring species, commonly called  
the Spanish (with wonderful 
silvery foliage), the Dutch 
in various colours, the bright 
yellow water I. pseudacorus,  
the other tall yellow  
I. ochraleuca and various 
I.germanica. Still to come  
is I. sibirica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
My newest is the smallest; a dainty 
delicate blue which has soft 
markings. It is  I.cristata var 
lucustris . I found it in a local 
nursery in their chuck out 
corner, guessed it would be an  
Iris and paid $2.00 for it.  

 

(My reference for this is The Colour  
Dictionary of Garden Plants.  The Royal 
Horticultural Society. 

It is a very good reference with about fifty 
different Iris described with quite a few 
pictures.) 

Article by Peggy Munro 

 

MOZZIE SPRAY 

1 large bottle of mouthwash 

3 bottles of stale beer 

3 cups of Epsom salts 

Mix together in spray bottles 

Spray vegetation near the house (or wherever you want to keep insects away) 

With thanks to Penny Garnett 

MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS 

 



 

ALEX ALLEN 
It is with great sadness that we report Alex’s passing. He was a popular and 

favourite member of our Club. The Service is on Tuesday 8th November, 
11.00am at Maldon Community Centre 

 

 

 

 
 

(Below are samples of some of the Open Gardens taken from their 
Newsletter. 
Full details of the gardens and the program for the weekend are available  
at www.opengardensvictoria.org.au) 

 
Traralgon Open Gardens – Sat 12 and Sun 13 Nov 
 
Open Gardens Victoria will open six diverse gardens to the public on the 
weekend of 12 and 13 November in Traralgon’s very first Open Gardens program. 
 
All of the properties are located within a comfortable driving distance from  
the town centre of Traralgon. For those who prefer to ‘let someone else do  
the driving’, a shuttle bus will run between the gardens throughout the 
weekend. 
Right in town is the gorgeous Harpfields garden surrounding an historic 
homestead. The garden truly comes to life in the spring when the cottage 
garden is in full bloom and the roses are a picture.  
(Please note: Sat opening only) 
In Hoven Drive on the outskirts of Traralgon are the stately grounds of 
Montfort Manor.  
Further down the road is Maria and Sal Testa’s garden where, over  
the last 20 years, the owners have gradually created a wonderful five-acre 
garden, the centrepiece being a huge productive garden and an orchard 
where the owner has experimented with grafting many different fruits  
onto single trees 
A few kilometres away in Hazelwood North is the beautiful Seven Acres.  
This is a true gardeners’ garden housing a wonderful collection of plants – 
many of which are rare and unusual. Special features include a magnificent 
camellia hedge, fernery and a splendid trellis shade house. (Other venues  
on website).  

OPEN GARDENS DETAILS  

 

http://opengardensvictoria.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=943852af14f56847b0b44b25f&id=57f37a8b44&e=b69d9b02fe


  

 

Please join us for the 

 

Christmas Breakup 
 

to be held at 

 
Skydancers Garden, Gift & Café 

on 

Tuesday November 15th 

at 

6.00pm 
 

The Garden Club will pay for drinks and finger food   
Members are required to pay for their meal 

 
A deposit of $10.00 is requested to secure your booking 

and RSVP (This will be returned to you at ASQ) 
Deposit paid to   

Judy Eastwood   0417149251 
 

Payment can also be sent to the Clubs Bank Account: 
Castlemaine &District Garden Club 

BSB 633-000 Account No.  104908280   Ref:  Your Surname 

 
Skydancers will have their Garden and Gift Shop open for pre-Christmas 

shopping  

 



 

 
 

DISCOUNTS 

 
 
 

Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses 
that support us in the form of discounts: 

 

 

You will need your 2016 

membership card for identification 

 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 
5% off gravel, mulch etc. 
15% off pots and plants 

 
 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related products 
 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items on consignment and sale items 
www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

 
 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 
 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 
10% on all purchases over $10 

 
 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 
 

 Tonks Gardening Section   
10% on garden related products 

 
MULCH is printed with the assistance of LEGION OFFICE WORKS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/


 

 
 

 

 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 
Tuesday 15th November, 2016 

Christmas Break-up 
6.30 pm.  at ASQ 

 
 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting: 
 

Friday 11th November at 9.30am– 

Sue Spacey 

6 Grumont Street, Castlemaine 

 

*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from February 
to October at the Wesley Hill Hall, 

Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 
and costs $20 a year per household 

($31 if you want a paper copy of Mulch 
mailed to you). Mulch (in colour) is 

available via email on request. 
Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year. New 
members are very welcome. The Club 
distributes this monthly newsletter to 
all members and other like-minded 

organisations. 
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