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You should be asking yourself how can 

this not work? People love free stuff 
 

CALIFORNIAN 

PEPPER TREE 
 

 

Common Names peppercorn tree, 

pepperina, pepper-tree, Peruvian 

mastic tree 

 native to South America 

 widely naturalised as a garden 

and street tree in southern and 

eastern Australia 

 an upright tree growing up to 

10m tall, with pendulous 

drooping younger branches 

 has leaves with very narrow 

leaflets, 2-10 mm across  

 its small white flowers are 

arranged in drooping branched 

clusters 

 its fruit resemble small berries 

which turn from green to red or 

bluish-pink in colour as they 

mature. They are rounded in 

shape, 3-6 mm across, and the 

skin becomes papery when fully 

mature 
 

Pepper tree (Schinus molle var. 

areira) may sometimes be confused 

with the broad-leaved pepper tree 

(Schinus terebinthifolius 
 

A fine specimen of this tree, listed 

as significant, can be found in 

Ferran Street, Castlemaine 
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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
 

 

 
 

Greetings once again this month 

from a very damp rocky hill in 

Castlemaine. One inch of rain over 

the last 10 days. Marvellous.  It is 

wonderful to wake up to a damp and 

misty dawn after the last 6 months 

of what has seemed like 

interminable hot and dry weather. 

However we do live in the driest 

country on the planet and we must 

enjoy everything Mother Nature 

sends our way. 

One regular that heralds the change 

in the weather is the onslaught of 

oxalis.  I hate to think how much 

time and effort I have put into trying 

to rid the garden of oxalis over the 

past few years. This year I have 

decided to embrace it by only 

pulling it out if it threatens another 

plant. 

Autumn is truly a beautiful time in 

the garden with the changing 

colours, the falling leaves and the  

bulbs starting to show themselves. 

As I am not sure what I have planted 

where, it is always exciting waiting 

for them to flower. This year, 

however, I have been surprised to 

see white nerines flowering. I have 

always thought it was the white 

nerines which flowered first, 

followed by the pink ones and 

finally the red ones, but in my 

garden I haven’t seen any pink 

nerines and I had red ones flowering 

earlier this year, I am a little 

confused. 

After enjoying Lynne Kelly’s 

wonderful and enlightening talk on 

spiders I find myself being a little 

more observant of our little 

arachnid friends when I find them in 

the garden.   Some of them are quite 

lovely though I am still hunting and 

destroying the redback spiders’ 

nests. 

A little reminder we do need some 

volunteers for the 2016-2018 

committee nominations for the 

AGM in July. We need a secretary, 

an editor, someone to take charge of 

supper essentials and a meet-and-

greet person.  All these people are 

essential in the continual running of 

our club. 

An apology to all members as we 

have needed to make some changes 

in our published calendar of events: 

At our May meeting we will be 

having two speakers: Pam Adams 

will be speaking on propagation of 

cuttings etc. and Judy Eastwood 

will speak on worm farms. Barry 

Lacey will be speaking on Bonsai at 

the October Meeting and we will be 

able to visit Barry's Bonsai garden 



on Saturday 29 October. Our June 

meeting - the traditional fish and 

chip night at MAH auditorium - will 

be a video presentation tba. 

Our overnight trip has now been 

changed to a day trip to Cranbourne 

Gardens the gardens. More details 

at the May meeting.  

Until next time  
Judy Uren 

 
 

 APRIL 2016 MEETING 
 

Lynne Kelly gave a fascinating 

presentation on spiders at the April 

garden club meeting. 

 

 

Using wonderful photos from her 

book, many taken by her husband 

and fellow garden club member, 

Damian, Lynne spoke about the 

many varieties of spiders local to 

the Castlemaine area.  In order to 

overcome her fear of spiders, 

arachnophobia, Lynne began 

studying them.  Initially 

concentrating on tiny spiders, she 

learnt to admire all spiders, 

including the large, hairy and 

venomous.  Their ability to build 

complex web structures, to make 

burrows, complete with leaf shelter 

if it rains, and, in the case of 

jumping spiders, to work out 

problems, is amazing.  She assured 

the large audience that spiders are 

timid and will back away from 

humans.  The number of people to 

die of spider bites is so small that 

even the much feared redback 

spider has been removed from the 

'dangerous' list.  Bites can be 

painful but rarely cause major 

problems, except perhaps for 

children and the elderly. 

Lynne's knowledge of spiders and 

her love for them was evident in her 

informative and often humorous 

talk.  Members of the audience 

asked many questions and it is 

possible that those who fear spiders 

may look at them in a different light 

now! 
Judy Hopley 
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CLOUDEHILL 
 

 
Extracted and adapted from:  

cloudehill.com.au/history.html 

written by Jeremy Francis : July 

2015 

Cloudehill was created out of a 

historic ‘working garden’ on a 

property pioneered originally by 

George Woolrich back in the 1890s. 

George commenced clearing the 

gigantic old-growth Eucalyptus 

regnans in 1895 and for a while 

grew cherries and raspberries. At 

the end of WW1 his elder son Ted 

took over and established the 

Rangeview Nursery on the lower 

half of the ten acres, and in the early 

1920s the younger son Jim began 

work on a ‘cut flower and foliage’ 

business (growing wholesale 

flowers and foliage for the florist 

trade) on the upper half. 

 
The Woolrich farm before the First World War 

then planted out in cherries and raspberries.  

Notice the size of the mountain ash 

stump, and the few remaining trees along 

the ridge. Before he began clearing with 

an axe in 1895 this slope was old-growth 

Eucalyptus regnans No wonder George 

Woolrich is relaxing with a mate. Photo 

taken from Woolrich Road towards the 

South-west. 

The brothers’ businesses were 

similar. Both Woolrichs had a 

passion for rare and interesting 

plants and to a degree they shared 

their land. Consequently, 

Cloudehill today incorporates both 

flower farm plantings and nursery 

propagation specimens. Some of the 

venerable plants go all the way back 

to the 1920s and many have 

interesting origins. Trees and shrubs 

were imported from all over the 

world in those years. From England 

there is a collection of Beech trees, 

all named varieties, approaching 

100 years old; from the USA, 

Kurume Azaleas from such 

luminaries as Ernest ‘Chinese’ 

Wilson; and Japanese Maples 

imported in 1928 from the 

legendary Yokohama Trading 

Nursery of Japan. 

Both the nursery and flower farm 

were in their heyday around the 

years each side of WW2. The 

brothers were buying neighbouring 

blocks and by the ’50s had some 70 

acres under intensive cultivation.  



 
Woolrich Family Picnic, circa 1920 

They were the leading lights among 

a number of horticulturalists along 

this ridge. The mountain was an 

amazing sight around then. Both 

Ted’s nursery and Jim’s flower 

farm closed down in the late 1960s 

largely as a consequence of the 

1962 bushfire that came through 

this part of the Dandenongs. Ted’s 

nursery was sold on as a building 

block and his nursery plantings 

turned into a garden, first by Keith 

Purves and later by Mary and Ches 

Mason. It’s now a Bed and 

Breakfast, Woolrich Retreat, and 

the Rangeview Gardens. 

Meanwhile in these years, the ’70s 

and 1980s, Jim Woolrich's old 

flower farm gently went to sleep to 

become a kind of a children's 

fairytale garden.  
 

 
 

Jim 

Woolrich 

in his 60s 

 

 

 

Jim died in 1991 at the grand old 

age of 92 and Jeremy Francis was 

offered his old flower farm the 

following year. The creation of the 

Cloudehill gaden began on Easter 

Monday, 1992.  

 
April 1992 

 

 
August 1992 

 

 
October 1992 

When one thinks, the chance to 

make a garden out of an old flower 

farm was an extraordinarily and 

uniquestroke of luck. There were 



rows of big beech trees (picked for 

foliage in the old days) hedges of 

rhododendrons and other shrubs, 

plantations of deciduous azaleas 

and bulb meadows. The bulbs 

imported from Holland by Jim in 

the ’30s had long naturalized. 

Scattered everywhere were Ted’s 

nursery specimens which he grew 

for propagation purposes. Because 

it had been a commercial property, 

it had never been set out as a  

garden.  The needs of individual 

plants had been the main 

consideration. So the new garden 

was developed around awe-

inspiring long-established plants. 

25 years worth of weeds meant  big 

bonfires for the first months. 

The property has been an amazing 

place for generations: ideal for the 

making of the garden about which 

Jeremy Francis had been thinking 

about for a very long time. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CAR TRAIL 

 

A challenging and enjoyable time 

was had by the eighteen club 

members who participated in the 

Car Trail held on 16 April.  In 

lovely autumn weather ‘car trailers’ 

covered several kilometres through 

picturesque countryside in the 

Elphinstone, Taradale and Metcalfe 

area.  The trail ended at the home 

ofPam and Alan Isaacs where a 

scrumptious afternoon tea was most 

welcome.  The winners, with a 

standout score, were Tom and 

Christobel Comerford along with 

their passenger, Sue Albert. 
Judy Hopley 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=garden+saying+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=garden+saying+images&id=71BEA6888ED857C8E6D94818C3E528B015396A09&selectedIndex=6&ccid=/djpMUhF&simid=607998599357139505&thid=OIP.Mfdd8e9314845b7325c8677b8757ad295H0


                          

 

 

 

30 YEARS AGO 
 

6th May 1986 Committee Meeting 

Of interest 

 the Agenda for the rest of the 

year is 

 May  - G. Sobee[sic] – 

Orchids 

 June – C. Lamb – Weeds of 

Australia 

 July – P. Cufley – Cottage 

Gardens 

 August – R. Stevens – Bonsai 

 September – D. Bryce – 

Showing flowers 

 October – B. Strange – 

chrysanthemums 

 November – S. Ryan 

 alter the agenda of our monthly 

meetings to enable the guest 

speaker and members more time 

to set up in the room before 

speaker.  New agenda as follows 

 general meeting 

 supper, display table, 

competition 

 guest speaker 

 

27th May 1986 Meeting   

Of Interest 

 decided to follow a new 

format for our meetings for a 

 

 

couple of months –Supper is now 

after the formal part of the meeting  

 

20 YEARS AGO 
 

28th May 1996 General Meeting 

Of interest 

 State Festival involvement - 

Burnett Road meander 

 search for more suitable room: R. 

White to explore possibility of 

using hospital room, L. 

Anderson likewise for Town 

Hall foyer or Senior Citizens 

Rooms 

 local newspaper reporter to 

attend T.I.C. tomorrow morning 

during working bee for publicity 

for new tables and seats 

 

10 YEARS AGO 
 

23rd May 2006  General Meeting  

Show and Tell - Early Spring? 

 I had snowdrops 

(Galanthus sp.) 

flowering in the garden 

since mid-May and a 

few dwarf daffodils 

probably “Nylon”.  Has anyone else 

had this experience?  Mine is 

normally a very cold, late garden. 

Penny Garnett 

 

OUR HISTORY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CULINARY 

SOLUTION TO YOUR 

POSSUM PROBLEM 

 
Although it is illegal in Australia to 

kill these voracious pests, the recipe 

below, involves a possum or two, 

preferably brush tailed. It is adapted 

from one using grey squirrels which 

was published in Britain during 

World War ll in order to add 

valuable protein to the limited diets 

of its citizens. 

“Firstly, kill two possums, cut off 

their tails, skin them, chop into 

small pieces and soak in salted 

water for 20 minutes. 

Wipe the pieces dry, dust them in 

seasoned flour and brown them in a 

heavy pan to which has been added 

100gm of chopped bacon. 

Cover with white wine (the original 

recipe suggested cider) and simmer 

till the meat is soft, and the liquid 

reduces by half. 

Turn up the heat and brown the 

meat again before transferring to a 

shallow over-proof dish. Pour 

cream into the pan juices, thicken 

with 1 tablespoon of plain flour 

mixed to a paste, add a knob of 

butter, stir well and strain over the 

possum pieces. 

Keep warm until serving time and 

then place the dish in the centre of 

your table with the possum tails 

tastefully arranged around it.” 

Sound delicious! Anyone for 

possum in wine sauce? 

The recipe was adapted from 

“Thoughtful Gardening” by Robin 

Lane Fox, who rigorously opposes 

the laws protecting Wild Life in 

Britain.  He vividly describes the 

devastation created by local wild 

life in his Oxfordshire garden.  

Sounds familiar 
Christobel Comerford 

 

And guess what appeared just after 

Christobel had submitted this piece 

 

 
5th May 2016: Post Budget 

What are pensioners supposed to 

live on – possum pie! 
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A Dialogue between a novice and 

a master gardener 

 

How long does kale take to grow  

and be ready to harvest? 

You could harvest it seven weeks 

after planting. 
 

What is your opinion on using 

washing machine water on apple 

and citrus trees?  
As grey water may contain bacteria, 

it is not advisable to use it on 

vegetables and fruit trees.  
 

Why are my bulbs not flowering? 

There are many reasons why bulbs 

fail to flower, but often it is caused 

by what has happened the previous 

season or because natural offsets of 

the bulbs are not mature enough to 

flower. 

If the foliage has been cut off 

prematurely the previous season the 

bulb will not have been able to 

produce enough food to help 

promote next year’s blooms. 

Insufficient food, sunlight or water 

while the foliage is still green may 

also result in failure. 

Overcrowding or congested clumps 

where one bulb is growing on top of 

another means there may be poor 

development of the individual bulb. 
 

When do you cut back gaura? 

Now is a good time as it dies down 

through the winter. You will get 

nice fresh growth in the spring. 
 

The dahlias have just about 

finished. How do I treat the plant 

now? 

Once they have finished flowering 

just cut off the flowers and let the 

plant do its thing until it dies down. 

Then if your ground doesn’t get 

frozen or waterlogged over winter 

you can leave the tubers in the 

ground over winter, but if it does 

you will have to lift the tubers to 

store over winter before planting 

them again in the spring. 

 

How long before planting petunia 

seedling punnets do they start 

flowering 

Seedlings will flower about 12 

weeks after planting. This is a guide 

only and it will take more or less 

time depending on weather 

conditions. 
 

 

http://www.yates.com.au/garden-expert/answers/bulbs/12157-grey-water-best-not-to-use-it-on-edible-crops
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http://www.yates.com.au/garden-expert/answers/bulbs/12157-grey-water-best-not-to-use-it-on-edible-crops
http://www.yates.com.au/garden-expert/answers/general/13351-dahlia-care-bulb
http://www.yates.com.au/garden-expert/answers/general/13351-dahlia-care-bulb
http://www.yates.com.au/garden-expert/answers/general/13351-dahlia-care-bulb


I have black powder all over my 

mandarin tree. What is the best 

to use and how often? The tree is 

about 5- 6 years old 

The black powder on your mandarin 

tree is, most likely, sooty mould. 

This fungus develops when 

honeydew is secreted by a sap 

sucking insect such as scale.  

Control the scale and the sooty 

mould will disappear as it no longer 

has a food source. White oil is 

recommended for citrus trees. 
 

When is the best time to prune 

hydrangeas? 

You should prune hydrangea as 

soon as the flowers begin to fade. 

To keep the plant vigorous 

selectively prune out the dead and 

weak stems, but do not prune any 

stems which have not flowered as 

this is where the flowers will come 

from while the new growth is 

maturing. It is best to prune back to 

two plump buds on each stem. 
 

 
 

My rhubarb plant has beautiful, 

huge leaves but very short stems. 

Is there something else I can feed 

it to help the stems grow longer or 

have I perhaps buried it too 

deeply. The top of the crown is 

probably just at or very slightly 

below the level of the soil. 

Rhubarb is notoriously thirsty and 

hungry. Try some Dynamic Lifter 

or animal manure plus Vegetable 

Food, together with two deep 

waterings a day (during the warmer 

months). I have seen instances 

where part shade during the day 

does result in a more upright plant 

habit, particularly with younger 

plants. Rhubarb requires both 

regular feeding as well as two deep 

watering per day during the warmer 

months 

 
 

How hard can I prune my Lemon 

Verbena?  It is currently in winter 

mode with no foliage? 

You can cut back Lemon Verbena 

hard. It tends to get a bit on the 

leggy side, so prune for the shape 

you want to achieve or for the space 

available. 
 

My tomatoes, peppers, and 

squashes flower but don't 

produce any fruit. 

It sounds very much like your vegie 

issue may be due to the combination 

of high nitrogen levels in the soil 

and a lack of pollination probably 

due to low numbers of bees or a 

shorter growing season  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rhubarb+images&view=detailv2&&id=CD67BC62EEB8568CE4144114B76E60C5FBFB521E&selectedIndex=0&ccid=7FhDLRa8&simid=607987539819301961&thid=OIP.Mec58432d16bcab042952ab296a75b83co0


   

  JUNE DIARY                      

          
 Lift dahlia tubers 

 Plant roses  

 Plant deciduous trees 

 Prune late flowering shrubs such 

as buddleia, hypericum, 

tibouchina, marguerite daisies   

 Potato onions go in on the 

shortest day to be harvested on 

the longest 

 Keep sowing green manure 

 Prune fruit trees (but not cherry 

or apricot), berry-fruit bushes 

and vines 

 Bring frost tender house plants 

inside 
 

SEEDLINGS TO PLANT: 

aquilegia, calendula, candytuft, 

Canterbury bells, carnation, 

delphinium crowns, dianthus, 

foxglove, geum, gypsophila, lupin, 

ornamental kale, pansy, 

pentstemon, polyanthus, Iceland 

poppy, oriental poppy, Shasta daisy, 

stock, sweet William 

asparagus crowns, Jerusalem 

artichokes, rhubarb crowns, 

strawberry runners  
 

SEEDS TO SOW:  

alyssum, larkspur, Shirley poppy, 

Virginia stock 

beetroot, broad beans, onion, pea, 

radish, spinach, turnip and white 

onions 

 

DISCOUNTS 

 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 

 

 

You will need your 2016 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORKS 

 
 

  



TREASURER’S REPORT 

April, 2016   
 
Main Account   

Cashbook Balance at 29/02/2016      3,463.36 

Income to 31/03/2016 

Raffle         25.00 

Trading Table       35.30   

Membership      244.00 304.30 3,767.66 

 

Expenses to 31/03/2016   

Post Office Box fee       121.00  

Printing - March Mulch      69.30  

Raffle prizes        32.26 222.56   

Cashbook Balance at 31/03/2016      3,545.10 

  

   

Bank Reconciliation:    

Bank Balance at 31/03/2016             3,725.10 

Less unpresented cheques:   

#1321                    180.00 3,545.10 

     

       

Bursary Account   

Balance at 31/03/2016    716.00 

Donations - nil         0.00 

Bank Balance at 31/10/2015   716.00 

     

Cash at Hand   

Petty Cash        27.85 

Raffle Float       10.00 

Trading Table Float     25.20 

Total Cash at Hand     63.05 

     

Fixed Assets   

PA System      966.40 

Gazebos      366.40 

Digital Projector     279.20 

Total     1,612.00



MINUTES 
 

 

Castlemaine & District Garden Club General Meeting 

730pm Tuesday 26th April, 2016 

Wesley Hill Hall 

Chair: Judy Uren 

Members present.  Sue Spacey, Marion Cooke, Judy Hopley, Philip Hopley, 

Judy Uren, Alex Allen, Juliana Hart, Barbara Maund, Edward Gollings, Peggy 

Munro, Susan Albert, Gill King, Ann Roma, Gabe Roma, Helen Morris, Jillian 

Collier, Jo Welsh, Damien Kelly, Lynne Kelly, (guest speaker), Jean Lorenz,  

Apologies. Sally Leversha, Judy Eastwood, Pam and Alan Isaacs, Maxine 

Tester, Penny Garnett, Lorna Anstey, Tom and Christobel Comerford, John and 

Jan Waldie, Julie-Ann and Neil Webster, Barry and Jennifer Lacey. 

Visitors. 25 visitors as requested from “Connecting Country”. 

New members. Charlotte Harriman. 

The Guest Speaker gave her presentation- “Spiders” prior to the General 

meeting. 

Meeting commenced at: 8.45 p.m. 

Minutes: That the minutes of the meeting held on 22/3/16 be accepted 

Moved. Marion Cooke.    Seconded.   Jill Collier.                   Carried. 

Correspondence in. 

1. Bendigo Bank statement. (for Treasurer). 

2. Info from Vic-roads re: road closures. 

3. Maryborough Garden Club Newsletter. 

4. Mill Park Garden Club newsletter. ( March). 

5. Application form from Mt Alex Shire re: inclusion in the Visitor Guide. 

6. (copy of Visitor Guide). 

7. Item for attn. of President. 

8. Mill Park Garden Club Newsletter.(April). 

9. Return of Mulch - March and April (undelivered) from Werribee G.C. 

10.  Item for Treasurer. 

11. ’Friends of Buda’ newsletter. 

Correspondence out. 

1. Letters of appreciation to Alan and Pam Isaacs and Philip Hopley. 

2. Thank-you to Lynne Kelly. (April guest speaker). 



Correspondence: That the correspondence be accepted. 

Moved.  Marion Cooke.       Seconded.   Gill King.                     Carried. 

Treasurer.  Due to unforeseen circumstances, Alan is away at the moment. 

He has advised that his report is in the Mulch. 

That the Treasurers report as published in the Mulch be accepted. 

Moved.  Judy Uren.               Seconded. Philip Hopley.                 Carried. 

Business. 

Visit to Burnley Horticultural College on Wednesday 24th August. A guided 

tour has been booked for 11.30 a.m. Participants to travel by public transport. 

(car parking is very limited). 

A list was circulated at the General Meeting. Call Sue Spacey for details                 

(5470 5834).       

Visit to Cranbourne in May. (day trip). 31st May departing Castlemaine       

09.30. Members to be advised of details regarding this event. Those interested 

please contact Judy Uren. (5470 6462) or Judy Hopley (5472 1156). 

Visit to Cloudehill in September? (day trip). Members to be advised re details. 

 End of Year break-up. Members were canvassed as to venue and members 

preferences. Tea-rooms in Botanical Gardens? Buda? Golf Club? Lunch or 

Evening? Suggestions please to Judy Uren.  

Members were asked to take cuttings and pot these up for the Garden Market in 

November. 

Members were advised that there was a supply of sheep manure available at $5 

per bag (delivered) Email tysons.supplies@gmail.com. 

Trading table. Rainbow chard, various Succulents, a Fern, Sweet pea 

seedlings, Aloes, Tradescantia, Irises,, Geraniums, Easter Daisies, a gardener’s 

apron, and a book entitled’ the Complete Book of the Garden’. 

Raffle.  Nandina.  -   won by Edward Gollings. 

Meeting closed at: 9.05. p.m. 

Next meeting 23rd May.    

 

H. Fred Dale

 



 

 
 

 

NEXT MEETING 

24th May: General Meeting 

Speakers- Pam Adams:  Propagation  

& Judy Eastwood:  Worm farms 

 
 

 
 

Friday 10th June 

Committee Meeting 

Sally Leversha’s home 
 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 

and costs $20 a year per household 

($31 if you want a paper copy of 

Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 

colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. The 

Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organisations. 
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