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Positions Vacant: 
Due to work commitments, our President Sally, Vice President Judy 
and our Secretary Janine have resigned  
To date, no one has volunteered for the social secretary position. 
Marion has volunteered for the President position and Maxine will look 
after the membership and MULCH distribution. 
We have a great garden club, why not give some thought to putting 
your hand up for a committee position. We still need a  

Vice President, a Secretary and a Social Secretary. 
These positions are all available NOW. 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaking News: 
Tonks Garden Shop has a special offer for 

Castlemaine Garden Club members. 

Double strength ‘ Charlie Carp’ $5 per litre for 

members, (bring your own container and show 

your membership card),                                                                

$8 non-club  members, Remember, this is DOUBLE strength, dilute 

1part Charlie Carp to 10 of water. 



April Meeting:  Jo Wedgewood on Soils; 
 
Despite the many challenges of the evening, we were treated to a very 
interesting presentation by Jo Wedgewood. 

Topics included pH of the 
soil, how to test it and what 
it means for our plantings; 
worm farms and compost 
including reasons why they 
may not work; gypsum and 
how much we need with our 
clay soils.   
A lively discussion followed 

with members sharing their 

experiences. 

On the subject of gypsum, Jo 

is inviting interest in sharing the purchase of bulk gypsum which is 

clearly something we all need.  If you are interested you can contact Jo 

directly. 

From my garden. 
Rosa Moyesii “Geranium” 

Rosa Moyesii was named in honour 

of the Reverend J. Moyes, a friend of 

E.H.Wilson who introduced it from 

Western China in 1903.  The wild 

rose 

was 

a 

gaunt and ungainly shrub but the selected 

garden form “Geranium” is a more compact 

bush. It has small single red flowers in summer, 

but comes into its full glory at this time of the 

year due to its magnificent hips.  Judi Kent 



Compost: Free fertilizer for your garden. 
 
As varied as our soils are around this area, all will benefit from the 
addition of compost.  
We can buy it:  When I set up my first rose garden, I bought some very 
yummy mushroom compost from ASQ, which I incorporated into the 
clay soil to produce a fertile area for the roses. Combined with a 
Lucerne mulch, this helped to establish a fine bed and the roses 

thrived. The next season, so did 
the sorrel! 
Having a large garden, this 
practice was clearly too 
expensive and I also had the 
problem of what to do with the 
inevitable weeds? Nature 
abhors a vacuum, so if you 
leave soil bare, she will soon 
fill it with her choice of plant – 
not necessarily of your 
choosing! 
 

We can make it:  I had tried little compost bins before, with very little 
success.  I usually ended up with a slimy mess or a dry, non- 
composted heap.  Clearly, a little research was in order. 
Having a large garden, I had more weeds than most, which were 
plucked and fed to the sheep.  We 
had bought some large straw rolls 
(which the sheep wouldn’t eat – 
fussy buggers) and I saw an 
opportunity.  A layer of straw, a 
thinner layer of weeds and a 
scattering of horse poo, watered 
down and repeated over and over.   
In no time at all there were no more 
weeds and a mountain of compost 
in the making was born.  This was 
about 2mx6mx2m high.  A few days later it was steaming.  Once the 
steaming stopped, out came my little tractor to turn it and the process 
started again.  In less than three months, I had about a cubic metre of 
compost ready for the garden. One of my greatest thrills since I started 
gardening!  
Judi Kent 
  



 

Potting up day: 
Sue Spacey played host to the annual “potting up day” to 

prepare for the garden 
market in November. 
A trailer of potting mix, a 
multitude of garden gloves 
and wheelee bins full of 
pots set the scene.  Garden 
club members arrived 
laden with cuttings ready 
for planting.   
 
 

The group worked tirelessly 
until the cuttings and bulbs 
were all planted, all the 
while chatting about what 
grows where and the best 
ways to propagate.  
 
 
  

A fun morning culminated 
in a BBQ area full of newly 
potted cuttings and a very 
welcome cuppa. 
  



Upcoming Events 
 

Lavandula Swiss Italian 
Farm in Shepherds Flat is 
open Sun, 21 May 2017.  
 
Lavandula's harvest season is fast 
approaching and it's not only a time 
for bringing in the quinces, olives and 
apples, but also a time for 
preparation and production. It's a 
busy time for making jams and 
sauces, for pickling and bottling, and 
for preserving meats for the long 
winter ahead. It's a time for 
celebrating the bounty of the 
autumn harvest with good food, 
wine, music and dance.  
 
On Sunday the 21st of May, 
Lavandula Swiss Italian Farm will be 
celebrating the season with an 
Autumn Harvest festival. Artisans will 
demonstrate how to turn ripe fruit 
into jams and chutneys, how 
lavender flowers are distilled for 
their oil, and how the region's 
abundant chestnuts are roasted to 
perfection. Join the olive workshop 
and visit our grove to see how olives 
are harvested and processed. It's a 
time when our wood-fired oven 
produces mouth-watering fare.  

 
Artisan stallholders will display their skills and have their hand-crafted wares for sale.  
 
Open 10am – 4pm  Gate fee $6 adults, $2 child.  Dogs ok on a leash. 

http://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&id=1374
http://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&id=1374


Peggy’s Pearls: 
Apologies to Peggy for missing this in the last MULCH.  A combination 

of the Easter deadline and my computer glitches was responsible. Judi   

 

MY latest LIBRARY BOOK 

 

Yes I am still getting most interesting books from the Castlemaine 

Library. 

The latest is an American book 

THE NEW SHADE GARDEN Creating a Lush Oasis in the Age of 

Climate Change 

by Ken Druse. 

 

Lots of pictures and some excellent ideas about how and what to do to 

use the shade we should all be thinking about. 

Look in the call number 635 for more books of this type. 

 

Hooray my Sternbergia  lutea are FINALLY up and flowering 

 Happy gardening  
See photo front page 

 

I have been disappointed that the pink and white nerines have not 

flowered ........yet? 

Earlier the big bright red one growing up the drive showed off with 5 or 

6 blooms. 

The Sternbergia lutea were, and still are beautiful with the last couple of 

flowers still bright up the side of the dam steps. 

But to cheer me up, up popped the crocus in a couple  of patches in the 

beds in front of the house. 

They are the most delicate soft mauve, and are standing up the frosts 

and the following sunny days. 

 

I think there is great value in all sorts of bulbs.  

And so much PLEASURE. 

PEGGY M  
  



Details for day trip: 
WEDNESDAY 24th MAY 

DAY TRIP TO HERRONSWOOD, DROMANA 
8.00AM MEET AT OCTOPUS, BUS DEPARTS 8.15AM SHARP 

A TABLE AT CAFE FORK TO FORK WILL BE BOOKED FOR LUNCH or BYO PICNIC LUNCH 

        

Seeds 
 
As you wander around the garden cutting off the seed heads, take a 
bag and save them for the parade later in the year. Sue is coordinating 
this.  Just pop them in a brown paper bag, name them and give them 
to Sue.  

Hanging Baskets seen at the 

 Glacier Gardens, Alaska        J.Kent 



 

Tom and Christobel’s Farewell: 
 

A group of members gathered in the botanical gardens to wish Tom 

and Christobel well in the next stage of their journey. 

Sally thanked Tom and 

Christobel for their support of 

the garden club and the many 

roles they had filled while they 

were involved.  A small 

presentation was made 

including a gift voucher for 

Sociana’s and a potted Dahlia. 

Christobel shared the story of 

how Tom had likened her to a 

beautiful dahlia the first time 

they met. ( Clearly a good 

choice Sally) 



Mushroom time 

When you look at such a mushroom growing out of the ground, you are 

looking at just part of a fungus - not the whole organism. The rest of the 

organism (often 90% or more) is underground and consists of a network of 

microscopically thin "threads" which spread through the soil. An 

individual thread is called a hypha and the network of hyphae is called a 

mycelium. The mycelium is there throughout the year, feeding and 

expanding. You will often see the mycelium referred to as the vegetative 

part of the fungus. 

Under suitable conditions the underground mycelium will produce 

mushrooms, which are also composed of hyphae. The function of a 

mushroom is to produce and disperse 

spores, from which new fungi can 

develop.  

In a mushroom, the spores are 

produced on the gills that are on the 

underside of the cap. When mature, the 

spores are released from the gills, fall 

down under the force of gravity and, 

when clear of the bottom of the cap, 

are then carried away by air breezes. 

Mushroom spores are tiny, typically 

less than a hundredth of a millimetre long, and so are easily dispersed by 

even the slightest of breezes. The role of the mushroom stalk is to raise 

the cap above the grass, twigs or stones that are close to the ground. If the 

cap is raised a suitable distance, the spores released from the gills have a 

good chance of being carried away a substantial distance - rather than 

getting trapped by obstacles such as the grass, twigs or stones mentioned 

above.       anbg.gov.au/fungi 

The mushroom shown is one Peggy found. Checkout the size. Yum. 



(In lieu of this month’s minutes) 

Sonnet to Bulbs: 
Hyacinth, narcissus, tulip and scilla 

Ranunculus, iris, crocus and freesia 

I’ll plant them in the fall 

Watch with trepidation 

And hope that in Spring 

They have grown quite tall 

The ducks have failed to eat them 

The kangaroos missed their mark 

The weeds around are small 

They will colour up the garden 

 With red, yellow, pink and blue 

I hope they will enthral. 

They’ll bring butterflies and bees 

 Colour, dancing in the breeze     Judi Kent 

  



 

Treasurer's Report:  April 

2017 
    

      

Main Account:     

Cashbook Balance at 31/03/2017   3,938.80 

      

Income to 30/04/2017     

Membership fees 40.00   

Raffle 19.00   

Trading Table 0.00   

    59.00 

    3,997.80 

Expenses to 30/04/2017     

Printing - Mulch (March & April) 82.50   

Postage - Mulch 14.00   

Raffle prizes 20.61   

Advertising - Bursary 36.83   

Speaker fee 50.00   

    203.94 

Cashbook Balance at 30/04/2017   3,793.86 

      

      

Bursary Account:     

Balance at 30/04/2017   916.00 

  



 

 
  

Discounts 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in the 

form of discounts 

You will need your 2017  

membership card for identification 

  

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

10% off gravel, mulch, soil and potting mix 

15% off pots and plants 

5% off seedlings 

  

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% off most garden related products 

  

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street, Maldon Tel:54742333 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

10% off (excluding items on consignment and sale items) 

  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

  

 Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% off for purchases over $10 

  

 Taylor Brothers 

5% off garden related products 

  

 Tonks Gardening Section 

10% off garden related products. 

 

  

MULCH is printed with the assistance of LEGION OFFICE WORKS 



 Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 23rd May         

General Meeting 

Location: Wesley Hill Hall 

7.30pm 

Guest Speaker:  

Sociana Murray 

######################## 

Next Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 6th June at Sue 

Spacey’s 

########################

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7.30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from       

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall. Duke Street, Wesley Hill. 

Membership of the club is open to 

all and costs $20 per year per  

household ($31 if you want a paper 

copy of MULCH mailed to you)  

Mulch in colour is available via email 

on request. 

Subscriptions are payable at the 

beginning of each calendar year.  

New members are very welcome. 

The club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organizations. 
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