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COMMITTEE 
 

 

President 

Judy Uren  5470 6462 

Vice-president 

Position vacant 

Secretary 

Sally Leversha 0437 683 469 

sal.leversha@bigpond.com 

Treasurer 

Judy Hopley   5472 1156 

Committee Members 

Marion Cooke 

Jan Gower 

Philip Hopley 

Heather Spicer 

Sue Spacey 

Newsletter Editor 

Tom Comerford 5470 6230 

tomchris@mmnet.com.au 

Webmaster 

Lynne Kelly 

 

 

WEBMASTER 

NEEDED 

 
Lynne has commitments that no 

longer allow her to continue in the 

postion of Webmaster.  

The way in which the web is set up 

is not complex and easy to 

understand.   

Lynne is happy to train any 

volunteer willing to undertake the 

position. 

 

 

Crowea exalata 

 

Australian flower of month for May 

 
flowers during most months of 

the year, resting only in extremes 

of heat and cold, and with flushes 

in autumn and spring 

  it spreads outwards more than 

upwards, to about 1 m across by 70 

cm high 

a position with some shade is 

desirable  

very frost hardy 

propagation by cuttings is easy 

using tip growth (which is very soft 

in character), at a half-ripe stag 

 

 

Florist Flower of the  

Month 
 

 

 

 

 

Lily-of-the-Valley 
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President’s Message 

 

  
 

Greetings once again not from the 

rocky hill in Castlemaine but 

somewhere on the high seas 

between the Hawaiian Islands and 

the islands of French Polynesia. 

We have visited Tonga, Samoa and 

the Hawaiian islands and they are 

all truly tropical paradises albeit 

with some problems economic and 

otherwise. Next is Papeete, capitol 

of Tahiti, and then Moorea and 

Bora Bora.  Then we are homeward 

bound. 

All the islands have a similar 

weather at the moment:  warm, 

humid and plentiful rainfall.  The 

gardens, both public and private, 

are as you would imagine green, 

lush and colourful.  Most of the 

islands are volcanic in nature and 

this is beneficial to the soil in the 

many vegetable gardens.  Most 

households have their own or 

communal family gardens. The 

people of the islands are very 

friendly and very proud of their 

public gardens and it would appear 

that, in many cases, the labour is 

voluntary. 

Every island is a riot of colour: 

Bouganvillea of all colours, 

Hippiastrum, Antirrhum, with 

flowers three or four times the size 

of mine, and Hibiscus. The 

Common flower on every island is 

the Lumeria. I think it is related to 

the Frangipani although it has a 

much larger and sweeter flower. 

There are of course trees, trees and 

more trees.  Trees of every colour 

green on the spectrum.  Palms of 

course are very common with the 

coconut palm everywhere as are 

Cycads and many others I have no 

idea what they are called. The 

Pandanus palm is very common 

and they use the leaves after they 

have dried them and weave the 

most beautiful and very practical 

baskets. Apparently since 

refrigeration came to the islands 

they place the leaves in the freezer 

and this makes them much easier to 

work with. 

Until next time  
Judy Uren    

 

Can you name this garden? 



OUR HISTORY 

 

 

34 YEARS AGO 
 

21
st
 May 1981 General Meeting  

. . . owing to a decrease in 

members attending our meetings, it 

was decided that unless we could 

improve member (sic) by 

Christmas, we would have to 

disband the Garden Club.  There is 

to be an inaugural meeting of the 

orchid Club on 20
th

 October, 1981 

and we thought perhaps the Garden 

Club members could join this Club. 

 

 

29 YEARS AGO 

 
6

th
 May 1986 Committee Meeting 

Of interest: 

Alter the agenda of our monthly 

meetings to enable the guest 

speaker and members more time to 

set up in the room before the 

speaker. New agenda as follows: 

 general meeting 

 supper, display table, 

competition 

 guest speaker 

27
th

 May 1986  General Meeting 

Decided to follow a new format for 

our meetings for a couple of 

months – supper is now after the 

formal part of the meeting. 

APRIL SPEAKER 
 

        Heather Barrett 
Heather Barrett spoke about The 

Hub Plot, a group of gardeners 

passionate about organic 

vegetables, chooks, fruit trees and 

encouraging others through 

workshops and talks. The Hub Plot 

is based in a small garden in central 

Castlemaine. The Hub Plot has 

spread out onto the pavement on 

the corner of Barker and 

Templeton Streets into half a dozen 

wicker beds which look superb 

with their vegetables – free to 

anyone who takes them. Tellingly, 

there has been no vandalism. 

The talk was enjoyed greatly by all 

present. 

 

 

Heather Barrett with a model  

of a wicker bed. 
  



   DECIDUOUS PLANTS 

 

Now is 

the time to 

begin 

planting 

deciduous 

trees and 

shrubs. 
Many 

deciduous 

plants are sold bare-rooted.  It is 

preferable to buy bare rooted stock 

rather than those sold in pots - 

potted plants may be less likely to 

thrive, as roots curled around 

inside the pot need to be teased out 

and can be easily damaged. 

Once you have decided which plant 

you want and where it is to go: 

First prepare the site by digging 

a hole 45cm wide and 30cm deep.  

If  at this depth you reach hard 

clay, build a mound above ground 

level for better drainage 

Fork in shredded animal manure 

or compost  

Plant a fortnight later, soaking 

the bare-rooted plants for half an 

hour beforehand 

Fill the hole with water and let it 

drain 

Add two handfuls of blood and 

bone and lightly cover it with soil 

Hold the stem upright, spread 

the roots widely as you cover them  

 

 

 

with soil to ground level, making 

sure the grafting or budding joint is  

Press the earth firmly into place 

and water well 

Deciduous ornamental trees to 

plant:  Malus ioensis ‘Plena’ 

(Bechtel’s crab-apple, Pictacia 

chinensis (Chinese pistachio),  

Quercus Coccinea (scarlet oak) 
 
 

   
 

   
 

 

Deciduous ornamental shrubs to 

plant: Berberis thunbergia 

‘Atropurpurea’ (Japanese 

Barberry), Cotinus coggygria 

(smoke tree), Hydrangea 

quercifolia (oak leaf hydrangea), 

Kerria japonica (Japanese rose), 

Philadelphus ‘Virginal 

 

[Abstracted from: australian gardening 

calendar  Penguin Books]



 

    SPECIES LIST GROWS 
 

Extracted from an article No 
Pandas Without Plants by Nina 

Crone published in THE AGE 
11th  February, 1986 

 

 “You’re 

joking?”  

My visitor 

was 

unbelieving.  

Six months 

ago I, too, 

would have 

scoffed at 

the suggestion that a plant in my 

garden, a honey-myrtle (Melaleuca 

steedmanii) could be under threat 

of extinction. 

But for the work of the World 

Wildlife Fund (WWF), my 

ignorance would have continued.  

To me the WWF meant pandas, not 

plants! 

In 1984, the WWF launched an 

international program for plant 

conservation recognizing that 

individual plants feed our world, 

cure our ills, provide materials for 

industry and generally enrich our 

lives. 

In Australia the WWF financed the 

publication of Extinct and 

Endangered Plants of Australia by 

J. Leigh, R. Boden and J. Briggs.   

It also sponsored the brochure 

“Rare and Endangered Plants in  

 

the royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne” which was where I 

found Melaleuca steedmannii 

designated as endangered. 

The WWF combines with the 

International Union for 

Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources (IUCN) 

The IUCN Plant Red Data Book 

established the following plant 

classifications: 

1. EXTINCT where examples are 

not found after repeated 

searches in known and likely 

habitats 

2. ENDANGERED where a 

species appears in imminent 

danger of extinction 

3. VULNERABLE where 

preventative measures are 

necessary to save a species from 

the ‘endangered’ classification 

4. RARE where the species forms 

small but stable populations not 

at present endangered or 

vulnerable but considered to be 

at risk 

This categorization only applies 

to plants in natural habitats so 

my honey-myrtle is not, 

technically, endangered whereas 

its relations in Western Australia 

are facing extinction s the wheat 

belt extends in that state. 

Of considerable interest in the 

Melbourne Botanic Gardens is  

 



Sophora toromiro.  This species 

was thought to be extinct in its 

native Easter island, but as the  

Melbourne specimen is 

producing seeds it is possible 

that the plant can be re-

established in its island habitat 

once more. 
 

 
 

The listing holds some surprises. 

The Monterey Cypress 

(Cupressus macrocarpa) is on 

the rare list while Norfolk Island 

Pine (Arucaria heterophylla) and 

the Dragon’s Tree (Dracaena 

draco) are on the vulnerable list. 
 

       
 

In Australia 78 species have 

become extinct since European 

settlement and another 2001 

species are likely to disappear 

through grazing, cropping, 

deforestation and mining activities. 

The threatened Plants Committee  

estimate that 10 percent of the 

world’s flowering plants are 

threatened with extinction. 

Against vegetation on such a lavish 

scale one small honey-myrtle 

seems inconsequential, but if I 

move house a large label will be 

left on it -   

Endangered Species – No 

Pandas Without Plants 
 

 

JAUNDICE 
 

I recoil only from black plastic.  

Black plastic is not as mulch; it is 

an abomination.               
Sara Stein  

 

I hate rose gardens.  I never know 

why people have them – they don’t 

have philadelphus gardens or 

weigela gardens.     
Sir Simon Hornby 

 

Her garden … [it was] a first-rate 

gardeners’ garden, every plant 

forming part of a group and not to 

be picked or touched on any 

account; all of them forced into 

bloom at the wrong time of the 

year; and each bearing a name that 

it was difficult to pronounce and 

impossible to remember.  
Emily Eden 

 

I am a sundial.  Ordinary words  

Cannot express my thoughts on 

birds.                           Hilaire Belloc 

 



June Diary 

. 
 

 Lift dahlia tubers 

Lift and divide perennials 

Plant roses  

Plant deciduous trees 

Keep sowing green manure 

Prune late flowering shrubs such 

as buddleia, hypericum, tibouchina, 

marguerite daisies 

Prune fruit trees (but not cherry 

or apricot), berry-fruit bushes and 

vines   

Take hardwood cuttings 

Plant strawberry runners.  

Discard three year old plants. 

Bring frost tender house plants 

inside. 

Plant asparagus and rhubarb 

crowns 

Plant Jerusalem artichokes 

Potato onions go in on the 

shortest day to be harvested on the 

longest 

Plant out alyssum, aquilegia, 

arctotis, calendula, candytuft, 

Canterbury bells, carnation, 

delphinium crowns, dianthus, 

foxglove, geum, gypsophila, lupin, 

ornamental kale, pansy, 

pentstemon, polyanthus, Iceland 

poppy, oriental poppy, Shasta 

daisy, stock, sweet William, sweet-

pea, and peony  
 

SEEDS TO SOW: broad bean, 

cabbage, cauliflower, onion, 

spinach, alyssum, larkspur, 

lupin, Shirley poppy, sweet pea. 
 

                     

  

                

 Castlemaine & District  

     Garden Club Inc. 
  

       Celebrating 30 Years 

              Guest Speakers  

                                                                                                                                                       

            Michael McCoy    
    Garden designer, author, broadcaster 

          Julian Blackhurst  
                  Head gardener, St Erth 
 

     Wednesday 22
nd

 July, 2015 
 9.45am – 3.30pm 

            Mt Alexander Golf Club 
 Wimple Street, Castlemaine 
 

         Cost:  $30 members 

            $45 non members 

         Bookings essential  
 

 

Registration/Enquiries                                                        
cdgardenclub@gmail.com 

Treasurer: P.O. Box 758    

Castlemaine 3450 
     www.castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com 

 

  

ALL WELCOME 

The cutting of the birthday cake 

and the recognition of past  

members (1978-1900) will take 

place at 3.00pm.  Please come. 

mailto:judyandphilip@gmail.com
http://www.castlemainegardenclub.wordpress.com/


BOORT VISIT 
 

The visit to the Spannerman at 

Barraport, near Boort, and to Pine 

Grove the lovely country garden of 

Heather and Ray Hargreaves at 

Lake Marmal, near Charlton, was 

enjoyed by 39 members from our 

Club, the Goldfields Roses and 

Garden Group and the U3A Garden 

Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A day enjoyed by all 

 



 
 

BURSARY AWARDED 
 

Morgan Matthias–Williamson is 

the recipient of the $500 Bursary 

Award for 2015.  She is pictured 

above receiving her award from 

President, Judy Uren. 

Morgan attended Castlemaine 

Secondary College and in February 

this year started a certificate IV in 

Horticulture studying at 

Homesglen TAFE.  She said the 

funds she received will go towards 

equipment, plants and the supplies 

needed for her course as well as to 

help pay for excursions and travel 

expenses. 

“Ever since I was a little kid I was 

always trying to grow things like 

vegetable gardens” Morgan said. 

Morgan participated in VCAL at 

Castlemaine Secondary College 

and said her teach, Jan Miletic, 

organized for her to run a hot house 

project to grow plants which were 

then sold at a garden club market. 

She said that she had not decided 

exactly what she would like to do 

in the future, but is thinking 

something either in conservation 

land management or horticulture.  

She said receiving his award means 

she can concentrate on her studies 

without worrying about working.  

“It’s a massive help,” Morgan said. 

As part of the arrangement Morgan 

will provide a report for the 

Gardening Club about her achieve-

ments in the next year. 

Funding for the ward is provided 

by donor contributions from 

Castlemaine District Gardening 

club, MASG, Goldfields Roses and 

Gardens Croup, Friends of the 

Mount Alexander Diggings, 

Anonymous donors and in-kind 

donations. 

Ms Uren said that providing this 

award was very satisfying for the 

Castlemaine and District Garden 

Club.  

“Í think we need to encourage 

young people to be involved in or 

take an interest in Gardening.” Ms 

Uren said. 

Extracted from Castlemaine Mail 
 

 



MEMORABILIA 
 

As a part of our 30
th

 Birthday 

Celebration, Peggy Munro is going 

to prepare a display of memorabilia 

related to our Club.  She would 

very much appreciate contributions 

of any photographs, newsletters or 

other records that will recall 

memories of significant events in 

the history of our Club. 

Please speak with Peggy if you are 

able to assist in any way, Her 

contact number is 5472 2086 

 

AUTUMN 
 

Nature in a last minute fling 

treats us to a flamboyant 

burst of colour before 

Autumn winds dismantle 

trees of their red, pink and 

amber gold cover; whispering the 

end to soft warm lazy days. 

As the eager and vibrant 

growth of spring and summer 

wanes, there’s 

much to be done, sowing 

seeds, and planting bulbs for 

spring flowers, tending lawns and 

roses, feeding citrus and fruit trees 

. . . or just pottering. 
Edna Walling 

 

 
 

PROGRAM  CHANGE 
 

MAY MEETING 

Please note that the Guest Speaker 

for the May meeting will be Janyce 

McMurtrie, Manager of the 

Brilliant Barkers Creek – from 

Weed to Wonder” project.   Janyce 

will be talking about the project 

which aims to improve the 

biodiversity value of Barkers 

Creek.  The creek runs for 17 

kilometres from North Harcourt to 

Castlemaine.  Her activities include 

liaising with landholders, engaging 

and managing contractors, 

coordinating on-ground works, 

managing the project budget and 

communicating results to a steering 

committee and the community. 

 
The guest panel advertised on the 

calendar will be held at a later date. 

 

I work with nature, not 

against it, and only use 

plants that will thrive in my 

area. 

Sir Frederick Gibberd 



 

COMING EVENTS 

 

May 26-31 Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne Autumn Discovery Tour 

10.30am & 2.00pm (free) 

May 30-31 Open Garden Scheme  

Tugurium, Macedon 

June 18 Goldfields Roses & 

Garden Group “Travelling in 

Antarctica” 

July 22 Castlemaine and District 

Garden Club Celebrating 30 Years 

 

 
 
 

 
 

DISCOUNTS 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 

 

You will need your 2015 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 

21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 2339 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley 

Hill Saturday Market 

10% discount 

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/


 

TREASURER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 
 

Main Account 
 

Income Expenditure Balance as at 1/04/2015   2,877.68 
Income to 30/04/15 

Memberships           60.00 

Raffle – February meeting        21.00 

Postage – MULCH           5.00    86.00 

         2,963.68 

                        

Expenses to 30/04/15 

Australia Post                        14.70 

Legion Office Works                   71.50 

Heather Barrett - guest speaker                     50.00             136.20 

Income Expenditure Balance at 30/04/15                        2,827.48          

 

Bank Reconciliation 

Income Expenditure Balance at 30/04/15          2,827.48   

Add unpresented cheques 

H. Barrett        50.00      

Add Petty cash payments                 39.80 

Bank Balance at 30/04/2015                        2,917.28 

       

      

Student Bursary Account 

Bank Balance at 01/04/15                                216.00 

            Donations              Nil 

Bank Balance at 30/04/15              216.00 

 

 

 

TREASURER REQUIRED 

 

My term as Treasurer of the Club comes to an end this July and another 

Club member will need to take over this role for the next two years.   

Please contact me if you would like more information about the duties of the 

Treasurer and the time involved.  Nominations for this position will need to 

be ready for the Club’s AGM on Tuesday 28 July 2015. 

I look forward to hearing from interested members.  My contact details are:  

5472 1156 or judyandphilip@gmail.com or catch up with me at the May 

meeting.                                                                                         Judy Hopley 

mailto:judyandphilip@gmail.com


MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club 

General Meeting 

Tuesday 24
th

 April 2015 

7.30pm Wesley Hill Hall 
 

1. PRESENT: Sally Leversha, Marion Cooke, Tom & Christobel Comerford, Gill 

King, Juliana Hart, Lynne & Damian Kelly,  Jean Lorenz,  Alex Allen, Heather 

Spicer, Judy & Phil Hopley,  Helen Morris, Edward Golling, Pam & Alan Isaacs,  

Barbara Maund, Elaine Geraghty, Janet Waldie, Helen Morris,Heather Barrett , 

Linda Stevenson, Neil Webster, Judy Eastwood, Sue Dimozantos 

 

2.   NEW MEMBERS: nil 

VISITORS: nil 

APOLOGIES:  Judy Uren, Sue Spacey, Penny Garnett, Jeanette Adams, Jan 

Miletic, Maxine Tester, Julieann Webster, Lorna Anstey, Peggy Munro, John 

Waldie, Jenny & Barry Lacey 

 

3.  MINUTES of previous meeting held– Tuesday 24
th
 March 2015 moved as a true 

      record 

 Moved: Marion Cooke/Seconded: Gill King 

 

4.  TREASURER REPORT- Judy reported that our bank balance looks healthy 

 Moved: Judy Hopley/Seconded: Christobel Comerford 

 

5.  CORRESPONDENCE 

5.1 Correspondence In:   

 Mill Park Garden Club Newsletter 

 The Grapevine  Maryborough & District Garden Club Newsletter 

 Shire News 

 Email- Tom Comerford re Mulch- discussed Committee Meeting 

    5.2  Correspondence Out: 

Thank you to: Colin Jellett- Talk & Open Garden 

Thankyou: for $100 Bursary Donations: 

 Mt Alexander Sustainability Group 

 Friends of Mt Alexander Diggings 

 Pat Millar 

 Goldfields Roses & Gardens Group 

Moved: Sally Leversha/Seconded: Alex Allen 

 



6.  BUSINESS: 

6.1 Discussion: Gardening at Thompson House-outcome? 

People attended the gardening session at Thompson House-Castlemaine Health- 

Judy& Phil Hopley, Jean Lorenz, Christobel & Tom Comerford. The report was that 

the aim was to restore one of the courtyards, with a suggestion for another session 

Positive comments were made by Residents- with special comment re Tom 

landscaping one of the dark small areas to a much more suitable state. 

There was a cheer of thanks to all who represented our club!! 

6.2  Calendar of Events- Change to May - additional  speaker Janyce- Barkers Creek 

6.3  Memberships due-outcome- reminders have been sent to those who have not   

 re-joined at this stage. 

6.4  Bus Trip- Boort & Charlton 

 Tom discussed the Boort trip 7
th

 May 2015 

 Need for clarification of numbers attending- preference for people interested to 

place their names on list for Tom to organise 

 There will be a car pool 

 It will be $15 per head 

6.5  Wednesday  morning Community Garden Location & Time 

6.6  Reminder re Compost- those interested in purchase to let Phil Hopley know 

6.7  Marion Cooke spoke on behalf of Peggy Munro who is away- we gained a “High   

recommendation” for our Hanging Basket- we have the beautiful purple ribbon to 

prove it!! 

Peggy Munro(away at present) “Highlights”/recommendations-Marion pointed out 

on her behalf the various upcoming events as advertised in the Gardeners Gazette- 

Sat May 30
th
 Creswick Garden Club Guest speaker, Frogmore Gardens, Larkin 

Garden- these looked to be interesting events with a tick from Peggy!- read the  

magazine if you would like more information. 

6.8  Garden Bursary Award. There was a wonderfully written article in The Midland  

 Express, arranged by Judy Uren, with a photo of  her presenting to Morgan the 

cheque of $500. This was great for both Morgan and Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club. 

Raffle Ticket- won by Maxine Tester 

 

SPEAKER: Heather Barrett- The Hub Community Garden- Talk & Picture 

presentation  

A wonderful presentation of what is taking place in our own back yard here in 

Castlemaine at “The Hub”- behind the “Good Table” Restaurant cnr Barker St & 

Templeton St, sustainable gardening with wicker beds, composting etc. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.30pm 

 

Next Meeting- 7.30 pm Tuesday May 26th 2015 



 

 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Se
n

d
e

r:
  C

as
tl

e
m

a
in

e
 &

 D
is

tr
ic

t 
G

ar
d

e
n

 C
lu

b
 In

c.
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 P
.O

. B
o

x 
7

5
8

  C
as

tl
e

m
ai

n
e

. 3
4

5
0

 

   
   

   
TO

: 
   

 
  

 

 

NEXT MEETINGS 

Tuesday 26th May, 2015 
General Meeting 

7:30pm   Wesley Hill Hall 
 

 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting:  
Tuesday, 12th June, 2015 at Sally 
Leversha’s home 
 
*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 
February to October at the Wesley 
Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 
and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 
Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 
colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 
the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. 
The Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 
like-minded organisations. 

 


