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THANK YOU 

 
The Committee has announced at 

our February meeting that the front 

page of MULCH is to be printed in 

black and white. I am deeply 

saddened by  this decision. 

I want to thank all those who paid 

for the cost of the coloured front 

page in previoius editions thus 

ensuring that this was never a cost 

to the Club.                           Editor 

 

Rhododendron lochiae 
 

Australian flower of month for 

March 

is a small shrub which has glossy, 

elliptic leaves. In spring and 

summer it produces terminal 

clusters of waxy, red bell-shaped 

flowers. Each flower is about 5 cm 

long and 3 cm wide, and occurs in 

groups of up to six per cluster. 

 occurs in cloud forests on 

mountain tops in north eastern 

Queensland, often situated in rocky 

areas with high rainfall and high 

humidity. 

can be grown successfully in a 

moist, shaded, well drained 

position in temperate climates It is 

damaged by frost.  

makes an excellent plant for 

growing in a container. As it is not 

especially fast growing, it does not 

require annual re-potting. 

 
 

Florist Flower of the  

Month 
 

 

Daffodil 

 

No recognized 

flower for the 

Southern 

Hemisphere

mailto:sal.leversha@bigpond.com
mailto:tomchris@mmnet.com.au
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf


 

 

President’s Message 

 
Greetings once again from the dry 

very dry rocky hill in Castlemaine. 

Weather wise in Castlemaine and 

surrounds, it has been somewhat 

exciting if not wet. The two recent 

storms experienced here on the 

rocky hill have resulted in a  total 

of 15mms of rain. 

Apart from the lack of precipitation 

the weather is superb, cool nights 

and mornings and the most 

beautiful days just make gardening 

a breeze apart from the crook knees 

and the stiff back  that is. One of 

the most exciting aspects of 

gardening is the surprises the 

garden presents every so often e.g.; 

Belladonna lilies, nerines and some 

nameless weed-like plant with pale 

yellow flowers that just arrives 

when you least expect it because 

you had forgotten you had actually 

planted them. Speaking of plants 

forgotten my yellow crocus have 

bloomed. I don’t know why I am 

surprised because they always 

arrive to herald the beginning of 

autumn. 

Following the excellent 

presentation by Damian Kelly on 

Birds at our February meeting did 

you watch Catalyst on 9
th

 March 

where they spoke about the 

extensive research being done on 

songbirds throughout the world? It 

appears contrary to all previously 

held belief that all songbirds 

originated in Australia. This 

research apparently has turned the 

ornithological world on its head.  

Until next time happy gardening. 

                                        Judy Uren 
 

PS re Mushroom Compost I have 

been unable to contact the 

appropriate person hope to have 

more information at our next 

meeting 

 

Hanging Basket 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Many thanks to Judy Uren, Helen 

Morris, Jenny Nuske, Sue Spacey, 

Heather Spicer, Marion Cooke and 



Peggy Munro for making the 

flowers and to Alex and Marion 

Cooke and Peggy Munro for 

assembling the basket. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

AND thank you to all those who 

drank the contents of the cans we 

used for our Hanging Basket “CAN 

DO” 

  

A little studied negligence is 

becoming in a garden 
Eleanor Perenyi 

 

 
 

NOTICES 
 

 

SEED SAVING FOR THE 

SHOW PARADE 

 

After last year’s record number of 

seed packets prepared for 

distribution at the Show Parade, 

can we do even better this year? 

Remember to save your garden 

seeds as the plants dry out in 

Autumn. Package them in paper 

bags, firstly discarding all the 

excess plant material.   

I am happy to clean, label and 

package the seeds, but space is 

limited, so I need smaller rather 

than larger contributions. 
Christobel Comerford 

 

 

Assisting at Thompson House 

 

Monday, April 13 

2.00pm 

Sensory Garden Development  

Jenny Nuske 5472 4774 

Meet: at the hospital car park 

near 

Bring: garden gloves. secateurs, 

loppers, spades, plant-cuttings, 

containers. 

Donations: any fragrant/ 

sensory plants/cuttings or even 

some smelly herbs. 

 
 



OUR COMMITTEE 
 

 
Heather Spicer 

Heather loves her garden 

She says it keeps her sane 

You’ll find her there in scorching 

heat 

And out there in the rain. 

(a part of longer ditty composed by 

my two children over three decades 

ago)  

 The gardening passion began after 

Trevor and I married in 1967 and 

moved into our Croydon home. I 

was a Maths/Science teacher then 

with limited time to devote to this 

new love. 

 That passion eventually led me, in 

the 1990s, to Burnley Horticultural 

College (where I found out how 

little I knew) and later, when 

Trevor was retrenched, to the 

establishment of “Thyme After 

Thyme Garden Service”.  

 After 3 ½ years of hard work, 

mostly enjoyable, we moved to 

Maldon (2001) to put our feet up. 

Instead we faced the biggest 

gardening challenge ever! 

Now widowed, I live in 

Castlemaine and am proving once 

again that my garden is the place 

where cares are buried and 

happiness grows.  

 

 

I don’t believe the half I hear 

Nor the quarter of what I see 

But I have one faith, sublime and 

true 

That nothing can shake or slay; 

Each spring I firmly believe anew 

All the seed catalogues say! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

In which French city can you see 

this hanging basket? 

 



OUR HISTORY 

 

 

10 YEARS AGO 
 

22
nd

 March 2005 General 

Meeting  

Garden Market preparation 

Heather drew attention to the need 

for all members to make a special 

effort in getting plants started now. 

(In previous years the Watsons, the 

Comerfords, Jan Mollison, Peggy 

Munro & Barbara Maund provided 

a large proportion of our plant 

stock.  For various reasons, this 

year will be different so it is up to 

all of us to ensure that we have a 

good selection of items to sell. 

Small bags of potting mix and sand 

are available tonight along with 

pots so everyone can get busy 

taking cuttings or dividing/potting 

up items we can sell later on.  

 

19 YEARS AGO 

 
27th March 2005 General 

Meeting  
A Quiet Reminder 

Current subscriptions of $10 per 

household were due at the February 

meeting. 

If payment is not received by the 

April Meeting it will be considered 

that your membership has lapsed 

and therefore you will no longer 

receive any copies of Mulch. 

April Diary 

.  

add brown material 

to the compost 

feed, divide and replant 

perennial plants.  

choose evergreen trees, 

shrubs and climbers for planting 

after rain  

fertilize fruit trees with two or 

three buckets of dry poultry 

manure: Be sure to water before 

and after fertilizing  

spray deciduous fruit trees 

with Bordeaux mixture and 

white oil as leaves fall  

lift lilium bulbs if plants have 

become overcrowded and 

replant as soon as possible. 

lift corms of finished 

gladiolus.  Store in a cool dry 

place 

plant vegetable seedlings of 

broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, 

celery and silver beet  

plant flower seedlings of 

ageratum, Canterbury bells, 

carnation, columbine, lupin, 

pansy, pentstemon, petunia, 

stock, viola and wallflower   

 

SEEDS TO SOW: broad beans, 

cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, 

silver beet, cornflower, larkspur, 

lobelia, Shirley poppy, sweet 

pea, Virginia stock 
 

 
Horace Walpole 



BOOK REVIEW 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Australian Garden 
Rescue 

Restoring a Damaged Garden 

 
If you have a garden suffering from 

lack of attention, damaged from 

weather events or suffering pest 

attacks Australian Garden Rescue 

will guide you through practical 

solutions, helpful tips and 

preventative tactics to minimise 

future harm. 
  

Author, Mary Horsfall explores 

how our harsh climate can impact 

gardens including the effects of 

bushfires, floods, frost, storms and 

heatwaves. She also addresses 

various pests including possums, 

snails and caterpillars to fungal 

problems and weeds. 

With an emphasis on 

environmentally-friendly strategies 

and simple advice, this highly-

illustrated guide will provide 

tactics for gardeners repairing 

recent damage or tackling 

prolonged neglect. Regardless of 

your garden’s size or location, this 

book should be part of your 

gardening toolkit.  
 

About the Author 

Mary Horsfall has over 35 years' 

experience in organic gardening. 

She was an editor and writer for 

Grass Roots magazine for 20 years 

and for Greenhouse Living 

magazine for three years. Her 

previous books include Creating 

Your Eco-friendly Garden and 

Fabulous Food from Every Small 

Garden. 

  

Adapted from booktopia.com 

 

 
 

Can you identify these two 

Victorian goldfields gardens? 
 



COMING EVENTS 

 

Mar 25-29  Melbourne 

International Flower and Garden 

Show  Exhibition Building 

April 2 Goldfields Roses & 

Garden Group Campbells Creek 

and Castlemaine garden visit 

April 4&5  Open Garden Scheme  

Back Lake, Scotsburn and 

Southernby Park,  Meredith 

April 10 Mt Alexander Shire 

Gardening with Indigenous Plants 

April 16 Goldfields Roses & 

Garden Group Rosehill and 

Yarragar Harcourt North gardens 

visit 

April 17 U3A Garden Group 

Visit to Duneira, Mt Macedon 

April 18&19 Tesselaar Gardening 

and Plant Expo, Silvan 

April 25&26 Open Garden 

Scheme Crooked Road Estate, 

Romsey 

 

 
Don’t look . . . but someone has 

been sucking up too much 

nitrogen 

DISCOUNTS 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 
 

 

You will need your 2015 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 2339 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley 

Hill 

Saturday Market 

10% discount 

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORK

 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/


 

TREASURER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 
 

Main Account 
 

Cashbook Balance at 1/01/15     2,574.48 
 

Receipts to 28/02/15 

Memberships       660.00 

Raffle – February meeting        57.60 

Postage – MULCH         30.00    747.60 

         3,322.08 

               

            

Expenses to 28/02/15 

Campbells Creek Post Office       15.40 

M. Cooke – stationery        45.00 

Legion Office Works        85.80 

NZ Gardener – subscription renewal          90.00 

Elliot Midland Newspapers – bursary ad.      25.12 

J. Hopley – photocopying        32.00 

Legion Office Works            67.49 

M. Tester – raffle prize/stationery       30.46   391.27 

Cashbook Balance at 28/02/15                                     2,930.81           

 

Bank Reconciliation 

Cashbook Balance at 28/02/15           2,930.81   

Add unpresented cheques 

NZ Gardener         90.00      

Add Petty cash payments                  39.80 

Less Raffle income transferred to 

 Petty cash                   40.20  

Bank Balance at 28/02/2015                        3,020.41 

       

      

 

Student Bursary Account 

 

Bank Balance at 1/10/14                                616.00 

 

Receipts to 28/02/15 

Nil 

 

Bank Balance at 28/02/15              616.00 

 

 

Cash at Hand                  63.85 

 

Fixed Assets              2,015.00 



MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Castlemaine & District Garden Club 

General Meeting 

Tuesday 25
th

 October 2014 

7.30pm Wesley Hill Hall 
 

1. PRESENT: 

 Judy Uren, Sally Leversha, Sue Spacey, Marion Cooke, Tom & Christobel 

Comerford, Peggy Munro, Gill King, Juliana Hart, Lynne & Damian Kelly, Jean 

Lorrenz,  Jo Welsh, Maxine Tester, Alex Allen, Heather Spicer, Judy & Phil 

Hopley, Eileen Park, Jeanette Adams,  Elaine Geraghty, Helen& Kit Morris, Alison 

McMillan, Linda Prest, Edward Golling, Sue Dimazantos, Gill King, Peter 

Rotterveel, Judi Kent, Irene Jacob, Linda Stevenson, Jan Gower 

 NEW MEMBERS: Jillian Collier 

VISITORS: Margaret Beyer, James Grant, Jayne Kelly, Kerryn Barty  

APOLOGIES: Sue Grimes, Jenny Nuske, Jan Miletic, Lorna Anstey, Barbara 

Maud, Jennifer & Barry Lacey 

 

 2. MINUTES of previous meeting held– October 28
th

 2014 moved as a true record 

 Moved: Edward Golling 

Seconded: Alex Allen 

 

3. TREASURER REPORT- Judy reported payment to the Anti-Cancer Council of 

$100 each for members: Margriet Thyssen  &  Janet Fitzwalter who have passed 

away & are noted for their wonderful contribution to our Club.  A warm letter of 

thanks & condolence from the ACC was forwarded following. 

   Moved: Gill King, seconded: Maxine Tester 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE In:  January &  February:  

 4.1 Friends of Buda Summer 2014 Newsletter 

       4.2 Bendigo Garden Club Newsletter 

       4.3 Blue Lotus Water Garden 

   4.4 Gardeners Gazette & advertising etc 

   4.5 Benalla Garden Club - Birchwood Near Benalla open garden 12
th

 April 

   4.6 Kyneton Horticultural Society – Autumn Flower Show 7,8
th
 March 

   4.7 Morgan, Stacey & Jan Miletec – Thank you card 

   4.8 Bendigo Bank statement- forwarded to Judy Hopley 

   4.9Mt Gambier Country Garden Club- invite to Conference Sat 18/4 

   4.10Mill Park Garden Club- February Newsletter 

   4.11Bendigo Garden Club Newsletter 

   4.12Porpourri- letter Maldon Garden Club 

   4.13The Grapevine newsletter Maryborough District Garden Club 



Correspondence Out: Nil   

 

5 MATTERS ARISING: 

  5.1 Judy discussed publication of Mulch & now in B&W due to costs 

  5.2  Letter from J Nuske re Thompson House Castlemaine Health members to 

volunteer to assist with working bee - discussed & due to clash with the Festival 

decided that we will discuss next meeting to decide a date & time. 

 5.3  2015 Calendar of events- need to change “October”  speaker to Lynne    

           Kelly “spiders” 

  5.4 Tom suggested need for subcommittee- 30th anniversary celebration Tom  

           Comerford, Peg Munro and Philip Hopley to form sub-committee to finalise  

     arrangements 

5.5 Peggy spoke re “ hanging basket competition”  25-29
th

 March for the 

 International Flower Show -making of flowers- demonstrated some great  

    things people have started to make from recycled drink cans aim is to make  

    a disco ball hanging basket. Emphasised the need to be completed in the next  

    2 weeks- please contact Peggy! 

  5.6. Helen spoke re “The Bursary” advertisement went into the paper 1  

      month ago but there have been no applicants 

 

6. RAFFLE TICKET- Smoke Bush won by Kerryn Barty 

 

     7. BUSINESS ARISING 

7.1 Marion Cooke & Judy Uren spoke about Pea Straw & Mushroom compost 

available- members interested to put their names down or contact Marion or Judy 

a.s.a.p. 

7.2 Judy raised that Phil Collier & Robin Garnett- will present –Rare  

Orchids -Castlemaine Field Nats. Uniting Church Hall , 7.30pm  Fri day, 

6/3/2015 

 

SPEAKER: Damian Kelly –“BIRDS”- A wonderful presentation on how to attract 

birds to your garden & what type of birds you would expect in our area with 

sometimes welcome visitors from elsewhere! 
 

The meeting ended at 9.30pm 

Next Meeting- Tuesday March 24/3/15  
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NEXT MEETINGS 

Tuesday 24th March, 2015 
General Meeting 

7:30pm   Wesley Hill Hall 
 

 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting:  
Tuesday, 14th April, 2015 at Heather 
Spicer’s home 
 
*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 
February to October at the Wesley 
Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 
and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 
Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 
colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 
the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. 
The Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 
like-minded organisations. 

 


