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CORRECTION 

Please note that the Car Trail 

scheduled for Saturday, 9th April 

does not involve a visit to Lambley 

Nursery as shown in the Calendar  

Alan Isaacs 

  

 
 

 

“There are no gardening 
mistakes, only experiments.”  

Janet Kilburn Phillips 

 

 

Angophora floribunda 
 

Rough-barked apple 

   

Angophora floribunda is a large, 

wide, spreading tree growing to a 

height of 30 m (100 ft). The image 

depicted on the cover is that of the 

heritage listed tree found in the 

Castlemaine Botanical Gardens. 

The trunk of the Rough-barked 

apple is often gnarled and crooked 

with fibrous grey bark. Like all 

members of the genus Angophora, 

the dull- to glossy green leaves are 

arranged oppositely along the stem. 

The cream-white flowers appear 

from November to March.  The 

rough-barked apple regenerates by 

regrowing from epicormic buds 

after bushfire. Trees live for more 

than a hundred years.  This is a large 

plant generally unsuitable for any 

but the largest gardens.   
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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
 

 

 

Greetings once again from a rocky 

hillside in our beautiful city of 

Castlemaine.  Our first meeting for 

2016 was held in the Botanic 

gardens on a lovely summer's 

evening in January. It was great to 

see so many members enjoying 

themselves, catching up with fellow 

members and enjoying the gardens 

which are as always a delight. 

The holidays are over for most of 

us, the children are back at school 

and though we are on our fifth day 

of over 30°C it feels as there is a 

touch of autumn in the air. The 

leaves on the grapevine are starting 

to change colour and the roses are 

starting their second summer flush 

and they are beautiful. 

I planted three roses some time ago 

in what I thought was the perfect 

position, however they are now 

overcrowded with the trees and 

plants in the same garden and need 

to be moved.  Do I move them now  

or wait till autumn is established - 

decisions, decisions. 

Last year we had quite a lot of 

European wasps so this year I put 

out a number of wasp traps (honey, 

vanilla and hot water) but this year 

no wasps and a lot more bees which 

does this make sense. 

As I do my morning walk around 

the garden I am continually 

surprised at the vigorous growth of 

some plants in what is fairly 

strained circumstances: a number of 

creepers are taking off, the roses as 

I mentioned, and an Albertine rose 

that is trying to take over the whole 

house! The one aspect of this garden 

not doing well is what I once 

thought of as lawn.  It is now bare 

earth and I am not sure what to do 

about it.  My eldest son suggests 

concrete (he is not into gardens). 

This morning I awoke to the news 

that rectangle potato has been 

cultivated in order to facilitate the 

making of French fries, one can 

only wonder what they will 

discover next. 

Until next time.  

Judy Uren 
 

 

Sunday 28 February 1.30pm 
Visit to Mount Alexander Fruit 

Gardens 

Guided walk led by Katie Finlay 

69 Danns Road, Harcourt 
Beware there is a long and rather rough 

driveway - small cars will need to be driven 

carefully to avoid scraping along the raised 

middle of the drive 
Car Pool: leaving Octopus at 1.10pm. 

 



THOSE LATIN NAMES 

 
 

She took me by the hand: 

Why English flowers had Latin 

names 

She couldn’t understand, 

Those funny friendly English 

flowers, 

That bloom from year to year –  

She asked me if I would explain 

And so I said to her: 
 

Eranthis is an aconite 

As everybody knows, And 

Helleborus niger is 

Our friend the Christmas rose. 

Galanthus is a snowdrop, 

 Matthiola is a stock,  

And Cardamiine the meadow 

flower 

Which you call lady’s smock.  

Muscari is grape hyacinth. 

Dianthus is a pink –  

And that’s as much as one small 

head 

Can carry, I should think 
 

She listened, very patiently 

Then turned, when I had done, 

To where a fine Forsythia 

Was smiling in the sun. 
 

Said she: “I love this yellow stuff.” 

And that, somehow, seemed praise 

enough. 
Richard Arkell 

 

 
 

LATIN LOVERS MAKE 

BETTER GARDENERS 
 

by Harry Mount 

 

 
The new RHS Latin for Gardeners book 

 

If you’re a gardener who hates Latin 

– who prefers to call a yellow 

foxglove a yellow foxglove, not 

Digitalis lutea – you won’t like the 

sound of the Royal Horticultural 

Society’s latest book.  

But, as the author Lorraine Harrison 

explains, the language is in fact 

extremely helpful – and makes the 

study of plants much easier. Learn 

several dozen Latin terms (often 

derived from Greek), and, suddenly, 

you’ll understand the colour, size, 

scent, prickliness, fruitiness and 

medicinal properties of more than 

3,000 plants.  

Of course, forget-me-not sounds 

lovelier than Myosotis sylvatica; 

love-in-a-mist more romantic than 

Nigella damascena. But those 

pretty English names won’t disclose 

as much as the Latin does: sylvatica 

means “growing in woodlands”; 

damascena means “connected with 

Damascus”.  



The other thing is that the Latin is 

internationally recognisable, 

following rules set down by the 

International Code of Botanical 

Nomenclature in 1952.  

Moving as it sounds, love-lies-

bleeding won’t mean much to a 

Guatemalan gardener; but he’ll 

immediately know what you mean 

if you call it Amaranthus caudatus 

(caudatus meaning “with a tail”). 

And you don’t even have to cross 

the Atlantic to come up against this 

international confusion.  

A Scottish bluebell is a harebell in 

England and Wales – but in all three 

countries, it’s known in Latin as 

Campanula rotundifolia.  

The real genius of the Latin is that it 

defines plants in just two words – 

unlike their rambling English 

equivalents. Carl Linnaeus was the 

18th-century Swedish botanist who 

invented the two-word, or binomial, 

system.  

Before he came along, there were 

Latin names for flowers – but they 

were often long strings of words, 

clumsy to use and tricky to 

correlate.  

Under Linnaeus’s system, plants 

with lots of features in common 

were divided up by species, genus 

and family. The species (the plural 

is also species) are the tightest little 

groups, normally found in the same 

area. They don’t tend to interbreed, 

although they can; witness the 

victory of the coarse Spanish 

bluebell over the delicate English 

version.  

If the species have enough 

characteristics in common, they are 

grouped together into a genus 

(plural, genera). And genera with 

features in common are called 

families, like orchids or bamboo.  

So, with the Digitalis lutea – or 

yellow foxglove – Digitalis (from 

digitus, the Latin for finger, because 

of the plant’s long, curving shape) is 

the genus. And Digitalis lutea (from 

luteus, meaning yellow) is the 

species name. Just at a glance, then, 

you know that Digitalis purpurea – 

the purple foxglove – comes from 

the same genus as – but is a different 

species from – Digitalis lutea. And 

they both belong to the same plant 

family – Scrophulariaceae; 

helpfully, all plant family names 

end in -aceae.  

It doesn’t end there, however. The 

prefix “subsp.” after the species 

name means “subspecies”, i.e. 

another group within the species 

group, as in Acer negundo subsp. 

mexicanum (mexicanum meaning 

“connected with Mexico”). If the 

species name has “var.”(short for 

“varietas”) in front of it, that means 

the plant has a slight variation in its 

botanical structure, like Acer 

palmatum var. coreanum (meaning 

“connected with Korea”). If the 

Latin word has a descriptive or 

English proper name after it – like 

Rosa 'Chevy Chase’ – then it’s a 

garden cultivar. That means the 



plant’s been cultivated for colour, 

fragrance or foliage, and given a 

special name by its cultivator to sum 

up its special quality.  

On top of all this, the “forma” (“f.” 

for short) distinguishes minor 

variations like the colour of the 

flower, as in Acer mono f. 

ambiguum (meaning “doubtful”). 

And a hybrid – marked with a 

multiplication sign – means a cross 

between species, like Hamamelis x 

intermedia (meaning “intermediate 

in colour, form or habitat”).  

But, still, stick just to genus and 

species, and you’ll get a long way. 

As you learn more and more 

classical terms, wonderfully 

descriptive little stories emerge 

from those two brief words. So, 

Eucalyptus pulverulenta comes 

from Greek and Latin. Eucalyptus is 

derived from the two Greek words 

eu (“well”) and kalyptos (“hidden”), 

after the calyx that hides the plant’s 

flowers; while pulverulenta comes 

from pulvis, the Latin for dust – 

because the plant has a grey, dusty 

patina to it.  

You’ll end up learning some 

exceptionally beautiful words. The 

genus Oenanthe comes from the 

Greek, meaning “wine flower”. 

When the stems are crushed, they 

produce a scent that smells like 

wine (rather nicer than plants 

described as zibethinus – “as 

disgusting-smelling as a civet cat”).  

Oenanthe fistulosa (from fistulosus, 

meaning hollow), the tubular 

dropwort, is a native British 

wildflower, often found on marshy 

ground. Be careful, though: all 

oenanthes are poisonous, and 

Oenanthe crocata (from crocatus, 

“saffron yellow”), or the hemlock 

water dropwort, is one of the most 

poisonous of all British plants.  

The book also tells some of the 

charming classical stories behind 

plant names. Acanthus – the prickly 

leaved plant that clusters around the 

top of Corinthian and composite 

column capitals – comes from the 

Greek for thorn. In the Greek myths, 

the god Apollo took a real shine to 

the nymph Acantha. When she 

scratched his face as he pounced on 

her, he took his revenge by turning 

her into the spiky acanthus plant.  

In an ideal world, it’s best to know 

both the English and the Latin 

name, as is the case with the snake’s 

head fritillary (Fritillaria 

meleagris). This lovely wildflower, 

found in British meadows, does 

indeed look like a snake with its 

bobbing flower head. The Latin tells 

a different story – meleagris means 

spotted like a guineafowl. But, once 

you know both stories, how could 

you fail to recognise something 

shaped like a snake’s head, with 

guineafowl spots? Again and again, 

it makes logical – and romantic – 

sense for plant lovers to become 

Latin lovers.  

 



 

 

    BULBS 

 

It is time to begin planting for 

spring flowering.  Many of the 

plants we call bulbs actually grow 

from underground organs such as 

corms (gladiolus, sparaxis), tubers 

(dahlias, gloxinia) and rhizomes 

(bearded iris, canna).  True bulbs 

include daffodils, hyacinths, 

liliums and tulips.  These very 

desirable plants all have the 

following characteristics: 

 a dormant time when they 

disappear  underground 

 a comparatively short but 

spectacular flowering season 

 a bulb-restoration interval after 

blooming, with leaves left uncut 

until they dry off 

 versatility (suitable for pots, 

clumps, or mass planting 

 considerable resilience to 

diseases and pests 

 little need for attention of any 

kind 

Popular bulbs for Spring 

The easy to grow bulbs of the 

Narcissus genus come in various 

sizes.  Flowering begins in late 

winter for some species and 

cultivars.  Once planted bulbs can 

stay put for many years.  Most of 

the following bulbs do not need to 

be moved for many years. 

 

 Clivia: red, orange, apricot or 

cream clusters on stems to 60cm 

tall; prefers shade 

 Grape hyacinth: blue, rarely 

white with tiny bells at the tip of 

stems  15-24cm tall, fragrant 

 Iris bearded, Dutch, Louisana 

are some of the different forms 

 Ranunculus: in bright yellow, 

red, pink or white on stem 

around 30cm tall: need lifting in 

early summer for replanting in 

autumn. 

 Ipheion uniflora, often called the 

star flower is easy to grow but it 

can take over the entire garden 

very quickly 

Less common bulbs for Spring 

The following are attractive and 

easy to grow 

 Star of Bethelem (Ornithogalum 

arabicum) sweet centred and 

white with waxy black centres; 

flower clusters that top 40cm 

leafless stems 

 Jacobean lily: long-lasting and 

vivid red flowers; on stems 

30=45cm tall, plant in May 

anywhere in Australia 

 Squill (Urgenia scilla) several 

blue species, with flowers in 

rosettes; prefers semi-shade. 

 Solomon’s seal: pendulous 

dainty green-tipped white bells 

on stems to 1.5m of more; needs 

cool conditions



                                OUR HISTORY

 

28 YEARS AGO 

 
23rd February 1988: General 

Meeting 

 Castlemaine City Council 

adivsed that a garden bed would 

be available in June or July to 

receive the Club’s donation of 

perennials plants 

 details for consideration in the 

organization of Garden Festival: 

What Grows in Castlemaine 

 

20 YEARS AGO 
 

27th February 1996: General 

Meeting 

 First edition of MULCH 

produced by P. Munro and J. 

Howe well received by members  

 P. Munro to prepare scarecrow 

entry for Harcourt Applefest 

 

12 YEARS AGO 
 

10th February 2004:   Budget 

Committee Meeting 

Presidents Notes 

 After considering last year’s 

events some would not be 

continued this year.  These were 

the Gardeners Art Exhibition, the 

Shire’s Advertising Exhibition 

and the Gardening in the 

Goldfields Seminar. 

 Related to membership is the 

cost of producing Mulch. The 

committee is asking all members 

on E-mail to provide addresses 

and receive their copy by this 

method.  A quick response will 

enable us to investigate this idea. 

 

8 YEARS AGO 

 

TEESHIA’S DELICIOUS 

DELECTABLE MEAT 

LOAVES 

[FEB. 2008 MULCH] 

Due to unprecedented interest in 

her mini meat loaves at the 

Club’s New Year BBQ, Teeshia 

Fitzgerald has kindly provided 

the recipe for us all: 

1½lb minced beef  

3 cups breadcrumbs’  

1 onion finely chopped  

1 grated carrot  

1 stick celery finely chopped  

1 tomato chopped  

1 egg 

½ cup evaporated milk 

¼ teasp. dried oregano  

¼ teasp. pepper  

½ teasp. salt  

8 rashers bacon 

garnish with sprigs of parsley 

Method:  Mix all ingredients except 

bacon and parsley.  Divide into 8 

portions and shape on a lightly 



floured board.  Remove rind from 

bacon and wrap around each loaf.  

Place in dish and cook 30 min at 

200°C. 

Can be cooked as one loaf with 

strips of bacon on top and baked for 

1hr at 350°C. 

 

PICNIC IN THE BOTS 

 

Garden Club members enjoyed a 
get together in the Castlemaine 
Botanic Gardens on January 26th 
to mark the beginning of another 
year of activities.  The weather 
was mild and this year we were 
able to enjoy our picnic food 
without the attention of wasps or 
flies! 

  

 
 

 

WELCOME TO NEW 

MEMBERS 
 

Caroline Bellair 

Jess Eastwood 

Kiera and Haydon Eastwood 

Glenn Sutherland 

You are most welcome and we 

hope you will enjoy your time 

with us. 

 
 

Apprentice yourself to nature.  Not 
a day will pass without her opening 
a new and wondrous world of 
experience to learn from and enjoy. 

Richard Langer



 

NURSERY LANGUAGE 
 

New gardeners are particularly 

vulnerable to the language used in 

nursery and seed catalogues.  Their 

best weapon in the line of defence 

against this poetic licence is the 

ability to interpret catalogue jargon 

correctly.  A series of handy 

translations follow: 

Germination may be erratic: one 

seedling appears every three month 

Germination may be slow: don’t 

expect anything to come up. 

Needs a sheltered spot: a 

greenhouse 

Grows best in full sun: requires a 

subtropical climate 

Somewhat tender: guaranteed to 

expire at temperatures lower than 

23°C 

Bone hardy: will come through a 

cold winter, but will expire in a wet 

one 

Graceful: requires massive 

amounts of staking and tying 

Arching stems: doesn’t fall right 

over, but allows flower faces to flop 

in the mud 

First class ground cover: 

rampantly invasive, has noxious 

weed classification 

Delightful creeping habit: as 

above 

Vigorous: will strangle everything 

else in sight 

Seeds freely: a pain in the neck 

Can be invasive: a pain in the back 

 
 

Good on walls:  will only grow 

with the support and protection of a 

wall 

Dainty: small and insignificant 

Alpine: guaranteed to die at 

altitudes lower than 10,000feet  

Muted shades: insipid 

Striking colour: unbelievably 

garish 

Subtle perfume: scentless 

A plant of character: looks 

peculiar 

Repeat flowering: may offer a 

freak bloom or two in autumn 

Semi-evergreen: retains a few tatty 

leaves throughout winter 

Hardy/easy-grow: will succeed if 

you can find the right combination 

of sun, shade, hot, cold, drainage 

and moisture 

We are proud to be able to offer 

this new species: we will be 

charging handsomely for this plant 

until rival catalogues get hold of it 

We are proud to be able to offer 

limited stocks of this new species: 

same as above but three times the 

price 

Seldom offered: difficult to 

propagate and even more difficult to 

keep alive 

Extracted from:  A Sense of Humus  

Diana Anthony p.179 

 

  



 

WEEDS 
 

A A Milne of Winnie-the-Pooh 

fame, said “Weeds are flowers too, 

once you get to know them”, and he 

could have added that many are 

edible and can be very useful in the 

garden as well. 

 
Edible weeds include chicory, 

dandelion, fat hen, purslane, 

mallow, oxalis leaves, nettles and 

nasturtiums. 

Nettles and dandelions add nutrients 

to compost and attract beneficial 

insects when in flower.  I use self-

sown forget-me-nots and 

nasturtiums as ground covers that 

protect soils until I’m ready to plant 

(this is called cover cropping). 

But weeds are also a problem, as 

they can compete for nutrients, 

smother plants and harbour pests.  

The gardener’s mantra should be 

“weed often and early” because 

weeds are easier to pull out, roots 

and all, when small.  If they are 

allowed to flower there will be 

many more appearing soon. 

Mulching also helps to keep weed 

numbers down and you should 

always mulch or plant after 

weeding, otherwise you are leaving 

space for more weeds to grow. 

Some weeds, such as oxalis, are 

better smothered by a thick layer of 

cardboard or newspapers, while 

others, such as couch and out-of-

control mint, need to be carefully 

dug up to remove all runners. 

Hand weeding is the best way to 

control weeds.  I put my weeds in 

the compost except for those with 

invasive roots such as couch grass, 

or those with ripe seeds.  These I put 

into plastic bags to cook in the sun, 

or add to weed tea mixtures.  

It is possible to buy commercial 

organic sprays based on vinegar and 

salt, or pine oils.  Homemade 

vinegar sprays are usually not 

effective as the vinegar sold in 

Australia is not strong enough.  

Sprinkling salt onto weeds kills 

them, but damages the soil.  You 

can also burn weeds using a flame 

thrower. 
Extracted from Organic Gardener Issue 

8 p.59 
 

Can you identify the following 

weeds? 

 

     



 

MARCH 

           DIARY 
 

 Plan April planting of trees, 

shrubs and climbers 

 Order roses and fruit trees for 

winter planting 

 Start to dig summer mulches 

into soil 

 Rake up fallen leaves for garden 

beds and compost 

 Dust young cabbage plants and 

others in the same family with 

derris to deter cabbage moths  

 Check plants for scale and spray 

with white oil if necessary 

 Remove rotting fruit from under 

trees and destroy it 

 Start a compost heap or bin 

 Pick pumpkins with 5cm stems 

for a few days of weathering 

before storage 

 Prune geraniums hard if you 

have not already so done 

 Spray affected trees with 

pyrethrum if slimy black pear 

and cherry slug is active on 

leaves or try hosing them off 

instead.  Sprinkling with talcum 

powder works well for small 

areas 

 Stake dahlias, chrysanthemums 

and Easter daisies if they are 

starting to sprawl 

PLANT broccoli, cabbage, lettuce, 

white onions, spinach, radish, 

leeks, turnip, and celery 

 

 

2016  
 

Horticulture Student Bursary 

Applications close Monday, 

February 22, 2016 

Enquiries and application forms:  

5470 6230  

 

 

SAVING SEEDS 
 

At the annual Show Parade in 2015 

we were able to hand out over 600 

packets of seeds. Now is a good 

time to begin the process of saving 

seeds for this year’s event. All 

forms of seed are welcome – 

annuals, perennials and vegetables. 

 
It is of great help if you can ensure 

that the seeds have been separated 

from their husks. Christobel 

Comerford is our point of contact 

5470 6230 

 



 

COMING EVENTS 

 

21 February: VOG Melbourne 

Club Melbourne 

3 March: GRGG Bus Trip 

Coombe Cottage Coldstream 

5-6 March: VOG Arundel East 

Geelong 

14-15 March: Rockley Road 

Garden South Yarra 

16-20 March: International 

Flower & Garden Show Melbourne 

17 March: GRGG Catholic 

Memorial Retreat Garden 

Castlemaine 

19-20 March: VOG Sutherland 

Garden Pascoe Vale South 

9 April: GRGG Bus trip Art & 

Roses Tour Kilmore 

VOG:  Victorian Open Gardens 

GRGG: Goldfields Roses and Gardens Group  
 

 
 

A garden makes sure you 
always have something to 

worry about  
Pam Brown 

 

      DISCOUNTS 
 

 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 

 

You will need your 2016 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

LEGION OFFICE WORK 

 

 



 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

December 2015 - January 2016  

 

Main Account   

Cashbook Balance at 30/11/2015      3,421.64 

Income to 31/01/2016   

Membership      100.00 100.00 3,521.64 

 

Expenses to 31/01/2016   

Advertising re Garden Market   165.00  

Postage – Mulch          23.80  

Legion Office Works:        95.48   

" Printing etc re Garden Market     9.68  

" Printing - December Mulch"   85.80  

Printing - January Mulch     71.50  

Castlemaine Office Supplies Seed Packets  61.80  417.58 

Cashbook Balance at 31/01/2016      3,104.06 

    

Bank Reconciliation:   

Bank Balance at 31/01/2016   3,104.06 

Less unpresented cheques:   

00     3,104.06 

    

Bursary Account   

Balance at 30/9/2015    716.00 

Donations - nil  0.00 

Bank Balance at 31/10/2015   716.00 

     

 

Cash at Hand   

Petty Cash        27.85 

Raffle Float       10.00 

Trading Table Float     25.20 

Total Cash at Hand     63.05 

     

Fixed Assets   

PA System      966.40 

Gazebos      366.40 

Digital Projector     279.20 

Total     1,612.00 



GARDEN MARKET 2015 
   
 

Income      Expenses  

Site fees      300.00   Advertising   22.50 

Entry fees   1,018.00   Printing   36.96 

Raffle tickets     353.00   Raffle prizes   67.65 

Stall sales               373.00   Miscellaneous 117.39 

Plant sales            1,259.40  

Total             3,303.40   Total   244,50 
 

  PROFIT   $3,058.90 

 

  POSTAGE COST REMINDER - $11 

In the light of the recent increases in postage it was resolved 
that the cost to have MULCH mailed to members will now be  
$11.                  Alan Isaacs Treasurer  

 
 
 

Can you identify these two Castlemaine Gardens? 
 

 

  

    

You must do really well at the    

question, because only one person 

has ever asked the name of the 

gardens featured!                     Ed. 
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NEXT MEETING 

23rd February: General Meeting 

Speaker- Katie Finlay MA Fruit 

Gardens 

Subscriptions due! 

 

Sunday 28th February  

1.30pm visit to MA Fruit Gardens 

 
 

Friday 12th February 

Committee Meeting 

Sue Spacey’s 
 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 

Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 

February to October at the Wesley 

Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 

and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 

Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 

colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 

the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. The 

Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 

like-minded organisations. 

 


