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Brachyscome multifida 

 

Australian flower of month for 

February 

also known as cut-leaf 

daisy, rocky daisy and Hawkesbury 

daisy 

the Cut-Leafed Daisy grows best 

in a full sun position but can 

tolerate part shade and it grows on 

a range of soil types including 

heavy clays and light-sandy loams. 

it does not need much additional 

watering, however in the drier 

months it does benefit from a light 

watering.  

this species is does not suffer 

from many diseases or pests, 

however if the leaves are 

consistently wet, powdery mildew 

can be a problem. 

there are many cultivars of this 

species as it hybridises readily 
 

Florist Flower of the  

Month 

 

 

Violet
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President’s Message 

 
Greetings from a rocky hill in 

Castlemaine and what a rocky hill 

it is  This week we finally had our 

water tank delivered and ready to 

go.  I went out to ask the young 

guy who was doing the plumbing if 

he needed a drink.  With sweat 

pouring off him, he said “do you 

know how hard this ground is?  It 

is like concrete”.  I looked at him 

for a moment and said who do you 

think dug this garden, the fairies?  

 

What a lovely summer we are 

having, lovely warm days, cool 

nights and even got 6 mls of rain – 

couldn’t be better.  However I 

don’t think the tomatoes are happy 

as they are ripening very slowly, 

however the iris are settling in very 

nicely, except the birds are 

pinching all my mulch, even so it is 

such a joy to be in the garden in 

such weather.  

 

It was lovely to see so many 

members at our first meeting for 

2015.  The Botanic Gardens were 

looking a delight, the company was 

great and the food wasn’t too bad 

either. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone 

at our next meeting where Damian 

Kelly is going to speak to us about 

birds. 

 

Until next time, 

 

Judy Uren  

 

   

 

Treasurer’s Message 
 

 

The next Treasurer’s Report will 

cover January/February 2015 and 

be published in the March edition 

of MULCH. 

 

Membership fees due now 
 

A reminder that membership fees 

are due now and can be paid at the 

February meeting - $20 a year per 

household ($25 if you would like a 

paper copy of MULCH mailed to 

you). 

 

 
 

 



 

YOUR  COMMITTEE
 

 
 

Sue Spacey 

Born just after the war, I spent my 

childhood in the south of England. 

I came to Australia in 1995 and 

settled in Perth with my husband. 

We are both originally from 

London. Our family was scattered 

all over the globe, from London, 

Berkshire and various parts of 

Australia so any visiting was going 

to be a trek! We loved it in the west 

but work commitments soon 

moved us to Sydney, where we 

lived for 10 years, then back to the 

Southern Forest region of W.A. 

After living there for another 4 

years, we finally settled for 

Victoria, a first love of my 

husbands from many years ago. 

We originally decided to live near 

Kyneton but once having seen 

Castlemaine and all that it offered, 

the choice was made! I had given 

up nursing by this time and Mike 

had   retired from business so our  

 

 

time was our own. We joined U3a 

and the Garden Club primarily to 

meet people and widen our 

knowledge. Gardeners are well 

known for their willingness to 

share, especially their produce and 

cuttings and I love to create a 

garden from nothing. We joined 

the Club at the Market garden 

event in November of the first year 

we settled here. I have been 

spoiled, cultivating a garden in 

England for many years, the 

challenge of trying to grow the 

plants that I love in what can be a 

very unforgiving climate has been 

a very trying one. 

 

In Memory 
 

Janet Fitzwater 

Margriet Thyssen 
 

In memory of Janet and Margriet, 

and in recognition of their 

contribution to the well-being of 

our Club, $200 has been donated to 

the Cancer council of Australia. 
 

 

 

They who plant gardens plant happiness 

Chinese proverb 

 



        OUR HISTORY 

 

 

25 YEARS AGO 
 

27
th

 February 1990 General 

Meeting in the Botanical 

Gardens 

Of interest 

 It was decided by a majority to 

hold our future meetings at the 

Wesley Hill Hall from April 24 

at a cost of $15 per night 

 Kevin Walsh speak about the 

history of the garden 

 The weather was threatening, 

but the rain held off and we 

enjoyed a very interesting and 

informative talk.  Supper was 

served at the home of G. and D. 

Davey where Kevin showed 

plans of garden structures that 

were once in the gardens and old 

photographs of former times. 

 

 

Picnic in the Botanical 

Gardens 
 

On Tuesday 24
th

 January, 2000 

from 6.30pm onwards a steady 

trickle of members arrived with 

their chairs and tables for our 

annual holiday get-together. 

It was a lovely warm evening and 

there were soon about 30 of us 

tucking into picnic teas, barbequed  

 

chops and sausages and delicious 

nibbles.  There were plenty of 

refreshing cold drinks and sharing 

of food and conversation.  It was 

good to catch up with each other 

after the long break since 

November and to return to 

circulation following the quietness 

of January and Christmas when 

everything seems to slow down. 

We reluctantly packed up about 

9pm when the light was fading fast.  

As usual a very pleasant start to our 

Garden club year and an excellent 

opportunity for longer 

conversations which are not always 

possible at meetings.  I look 

forward to the next 12 months of 

Garden Club activities. 

Robyn McConville 

 
 

“As long as one has a garden, one 
has a future. As long as one has a 

future, one is alive.” 

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

http://www.homelife.com.au/gardening/galleries/earimil+garden+,18193


 

A GARDEN PROBLEM 

 

POWDERY MILDEW 

 

 

Powdery mildew is a fungal 

disease.  It is an obligate parasite, 

i.e. it attacks and can live only on 

living host tissues. The powdery 

mildew fungus grows on the 

surface of the plant tissues and 

never invades the tissue itself. 

However it penetrates the leaf 

surface with specialised cells called 

haustoria. These gather nutrients 

and energy from the host leaf.  

There are actually several types of 

powdery mildew fungi, but they all 

look basically the same. Powdery 

mildew fungi are host specific: 

different powdery mildew fungi 

infect different plants. The 

powdery mildew on your lilacs will 

not spread to your grapes or your 

roses. However all powdery 

mildews favour the same 

conditions. 

Its spread is favoured by 

moderately dry conditions when 

nightly dews or irrigation are 

sufficient for spore germination 

and infection. The fungus spreads 

very quickly.  The spores are 

spread over short distances by wind 

and rain. Summer and autumn are 

the prime times for infection. High 

relative humidity, crowded 

conditions and poor air circulation 

favour disease spread.  

Almost no type of plant is immune, 

however some are more susceptible 

than others. Lilacs, crab apples, 

phlox, monarda, roses, grapes, 

beans, squash and cucumbers are 

all likely targets for powdery 

mildew. 

Although powdery mildew is 

unattractive, it is rarely fatal. 

However, it does stress the plant. If 

enough of the leaf surface becomes 

covered with powdery mildew, 

photosynthesis is impaired. 

Infected leaves often fall 

prematurely. This can be a 

particular problem on edible crops, 

since insufficient photosynthesis 

can diminish the flavour of the fruit 

or vegetable. If buds become 

infected, they may not open and 

mature at all. 

Control 

Powdery mildew can be prevented, 

and it can be controlled once it 

appears, but it can't be cured. 

http://gardening.about.com/od/pruning/a/Pruning_Lilacs.htm


Reducing the likelihood of disease 

outbreak is more effective than 

trying to control the disease. 

Growing tolerant cultivars 

whenever possible, and avoiding 

conditions of high humidity, are 

important steps in control. For 

example, avoid planting in shady 

areas and prune away all vegetation 

that produces shade. Don’t over-

crowd the plants and do not use 

overhead irrigation late in the day. 

Finally, all debris should be 

removed to reduce the amount of 

fungus available to infect host 

plants. 

Once Your Plants are Infected: 

 Remove and destroy all infected 

plant parts 

 Improve air circulation by 

thinning and pruning 

 Don't fertilize until the problem 

is corrected. Powdery mildew 

favours young, succulent growth 

 Don't water plants from above  

 Apply a fungicide: There are 

many fungicides available. Look 

for ingredients such as: 

potassium bicarbonate, neem 

oil, sulphur or copper.  

 A home remedy made from 

baking soda [1 teaspoon in 1 

quart water] that is an effective 

preventative: it raises the pH, 

creating an inhospitable 

environment for powdery 

mildew. 

 Another effective home remedy 

is made from full cream milk, 

[mix 1 part milk with 9 parts 

water and spray the stems and 

tops of leaves with the solution. 

Reapply after rain.] 

Most fungicides will need repeat 

applications every 7 - 14 days, for 

continuous protection.  

 

From GARDENING a 

gardener’s dictionary 
 

“Cultivation”  

The only sure method of removing 

weeds is by “working the soil” 

with fork, spade, or hoe to loosen 

the roots. With stubborn weeds, 

however, it’s best to “live and let 

live” and simply label the 

offending plant with its Latin name 

and modestly accept compliments 

on its robust growth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gardening.about.com/od/gettingstarted/fl/Air-Circulation-for-Plants.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/gardenproblems/qt/PowderyMildew.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/gardenproblems/qt/PowderyMildew.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/naturalorganiccontrol/f/How-To-Use-Milk-To-Control-Powdery-Mildew-On-Plants.htm


 

   March Diary  
. 

 

Compost autumn leaves.  

Collect perennial seeds and 

divide overgrown perennial 

plants.  

Start planting new trees, 

shrubs, climbers, annuals and 

perennials – remember to water 

them regularly until they 

establish.  

Relocate evergreen shrubs 

(can be done either in autumn 

and early spring).  

Plant new strawberries  

Harvest  

Check cherry, pear and 

hawthorn trees for the slimy 

black caterpillars called pear and 

cherry slugs. Spray pyrethrum 

or dust with wood ash. 

In areas with acid 

soil, prepare sweet pea 

beds with lime or dolomite. 

Stop feeding container plants 

Choose freesias, babianas, 

ixias, Spanish bluebells and 

ornithogalums corms  

Cut down asparagus foliage 

as it starts turning yellow and 

mulch the plants generously  

 

SEEDS TO SOW: Cineraria, 

Nemesia, Sweet Peas, Virginian 

Stock, Peas, Carrots, Broccoli, 

Beetroot, Lettuce, Turnips 
 

 

MANY THANKS 

 

At the end of last year I was given 

a voucher to be redeemed at 

Stoneman’s Bookroom.  It was 

much appreciated but wasn’t really 

necessary as I had enjoyed my time 

as president.  But I happily went 

along and spent it. 

 

I have been looking in our 

Castlemaine library for quite some 

time for a good reference for the 

species CLEMATIS. So my first 

pleasure was to see such a volume 

in the Bookroom.  

  

Clematis   

Inspiration, selection and practical 

guidance  

Charles Chesshire  

The Royal Horticultural Society 

  

And it’s lovely. 

The next I chose was more 

practical  

  

Australian Garden Rescue     

Restoring a damaged garden 

Mary Horsfall 

CSIRO 

  

Both have been read over the 

holidays and I will eventually put 

them into the Castlemaine Library 

where we have such a great 

collection of my favourite books. 

 

Many thanks to you all for your 

gift to me.  Peggy Munro 



 

Biodegradable Pots for 

Seedlings: Origami 

Newspaper Method 

 
Why make biodegradable seed 

pots? 

It’s simple really, you can plant 

your seeds and keep them in a safe 

location until they are mature 

enough to plant into the garden or a 

pot. The best feature about 

biodegradable is you don’t have to 

disturb the seedling root system to 

plant out; you just dig a hole and 

pop in the seedling, pot and all! 

The newspaper or paper will 

breakdown in the soil over a few 

weeks. This is a great option for 

vegetable plants like carrots, which 

don’t generally fair well when 

handled during transplanting. 

Supplies 

 scissors 

 newspaper 

 helping hands 

Make it! 

1. Cut large newspaper in half. 

Following the central fold as a 

guide. 

Fold the single piece of newspaper 

in half. 

 

2. Fold in half again, crease and 

then lay flat. 

3. Taking the top left hand corner, 

fold into the central crease to 

create a triangular shape. Repeat 

with the right hand top corner. 

 
4. Taking the top left hand corner, 

fold into the central crease to 

create a triangular shape.  

Repeat with the right hand top 

corner 

 
5. Laying down flat, with the folds 

facing up, take the single bottom 

sheet of newspaper and fold in-

half and in-half again till it is 

sitting over the top of the large 

triangle (or arrow). Run your 

nails over the folds to keep the  

The paper folded in 

 



6. Flip over. Taking the sides, fold 

into the centre along the crease. 

Run your nail along the sides of 

the crease to hold into place. 

 

7. Taking the top open end, fold 

the paper in half and in half 

again. Lifting the angles folded 

sides, tuck the newly folded 

newspaper underneath to 

resemble a ‘envelope’ shape. 

 

8. Pinching at the sides, fold the 

top point of the ‘envelope’ 

shape down. Run your nail 

across the top to define the 

crease and then open the point 

back up. 

 

 

9. Taking the top ‘envelope’ point, 

fold it over to the top right hand 

side point. Crease this small fold 

with your nail and open back up. 

 

10. To open the ‘box’ shape, 

slide your hand into the bottom 

opening, then push in the centre 

of the last small crease fold for 

the ‘envelope’ top point to fold 

over and make the base of the 

origami newspaper seed pot 

 

Too easy! Besides being 

biodegradable, these origami 

newspaper seed pots can be easily 

stored flat in the shed or garden 

toolbox until required.  

 

Printed with permission of  
aboutthegarden.com. 



COMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

In conjunction with the Goldfields 

Roses and Garden Group a visit to 

gardens in: 

Wedderburn/Boort/Charlton 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 

 

FRUIT 

 

 
 

 

General term for the seed-bearing 

part of a plant that is eaten by 

birds or worms, drops off, rots, 

gets funny spots, isn’t what was 

pictured in the catalogue, tastes 

like a glove or doesn’t appear at 

all.   Henry Beard 

 

 

DISCOUNTS 

 

Members are reminded to continue 

to support the businesses that 

support us in the form of discounts: 
 

 

You will need your 2015 

membership card for 

identification 

 

 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 

5% off gravel, mulch etc. 

15% off pots and plants 

 Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related 

products 

 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 

5475 2339 

Discount of 10% excluding items 

on consignment and sale items 

www.gardenetcetera.com.au  

 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley 

Hill 

Saturday Market 

10% discount 

 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 

Stoneman’s Bookroom 

10% on all purchases over $10 

 Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 

 

 

MULCH is printed with the 

assistance of 

Legion Office Works

 

Medlars  Peggy Munro 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/
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NEXT MEETINGS 

Tuesday 24th March, 2015 
General Meeting 

7:30pm   Wesley Hill Hall 
 

 

*********************************** 

Next Committee Meeting:  
Tuesday, 14th April, 2015 at Heather 
Spicer’s home 
 
*********************************** 

The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month from 
February to October at the Wesley 
Hill Hall, Duke Street, Wesley Hill.  

Membership of the Club is open to all 
and costs $20 a year per household 

($25 if you want a paper copy of 
Mulch mailed to you). Mulch (in 
colour) is available via email on 

request. Subscriptions are payable at 
the beginning of each calendar year. 

New members are very welcome. 
The Club distributes this monthly 

newsletter to all members and other 
like-minded organisations. 

 


