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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 
 

A warm cheerio on a cold winter’s 
evening, from here, in Central 
Castlemaine. 
The AGM took place on Tuesday 
26th July whereby I was nominated 
for the position 
President of Castlemaine & 
District Garden Club. 
Judy Eastwood is Vice President 
& comes with a wealth of 
knowledge & experience having 
previously been Assistant District 
Governor – RC Chirnside Park 
Rotary.  
Janine Young was nominated as 
Secretary (her first role- so we will 
endeavour to show our support!) 
This is a tough GIG & is pivotal to 
the functioning of any club- well 
done Madam Secretary! 
Judy Uren has diligently held the 
fort & I am now to proceed, hopeful 
for the support of our clubs many 
loyal members. 
I am so pleased to be able to assist 
the club & its founding members 
who are still holding many positions.  
We all hold common ground- a 
passion for gardening & a 
connection to our community.  

 
It was a chilly night for our AGM 
but we were warmed by winter 
soups – one of these made by Jean 
Lorenz who is 82 years of age & 
about to embark on an overseas 
adventure to Russia! Maybe it will 
be “Borsch” soup next time Jean??? 
Jean you are an inspiration- Thank 
you! 
I am pleased to announce that 
Maxine Tester has offered her 
temporary services as Editor for 
MULCH Newsletter with the 
support of Tom Comerford. Many 
Thanks Maxine & Tom! 
Please read the attached minutes to 
see the many people who have 
offered their services for the various 
positions. 
It is fast approaching that crazy time 
of year- Spring etc etc 
We have Fermi De Suza talking on 
Tulips at the August Meeting & the 
visit to Burnley Gardens 24th August 
(Sue Spacey organising) 
Please be aware that the club is 
running on very few people 
donating their time- please offer to 
assist for any of our upcoming 
events! 
See the Calendar for updates! 
Take Care 
Yours in Gardening 
Sally Leversha 

   

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

On a cold, wet winter's evening a large number of club members attended      
the 2016 AGM.  Sally Leversha was confirmed as President; Judy Eastwood    
as Vice President; Janine Young as Secretary; Alan Isaacs as Treasurer and  
Marion Cooke and Sue Spacey as Committee Members.  Immediate Past 
President, Judy Uren remains on the committee. 

Club members who were retiring from support roles were thanked.  They 
include Edward Gollings, Supper; Christobel Comerford, Meet and Greet;  
Tom Comerford, MULCH Editor and Bursary coodinator; Jan Gower, 
Committee; and Heather Spicer, Trading Table.  Members taking over support 
roles were welcomed.  They include Eileen Park and Marie Elrington, Supper; 
Judy Hopley, Meet and Greet, and Gill King, Trading Table.  Maxine Tester 
agreed to continue providing raffle prizes for general meetings as well as 
organising the Garden Market raffle.  Judy Uren will continue to co-ordinate 
the Garden Market and Show Parade.  Judy Hopley will continue as Webmaster 
and monitor of the club's email account.  Philip Hopley will provide technical 
support and Helen Morris agreed to coordinate the Bursary with the proviso 
that she will receive support.   The position of editor of MULCH remains 
vacant. 

 

 

 

Pea	Straw	
There are still six bales of pea straw unclaimed at Marion Cooke.  
Paid but not picked up.  Please call her and make arrangements to pick up. 
Marion Cooke telephone 5473 4050 

THANK YOU 

To all those members who assisted with the Rose Pruning at both the 
Botanical Garden and Buda. Your assistance was very much 
appreciated. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  



 
 

Fauna, Flora & Naturalists by Damian Kelly 
 

 

The AGM over and a light supper 
enjoyed by all, was then followed by 
an informative and entertaining talk 
by club member, Damian Kelly on 
Flora, Fauna and 
Naturalists.  Damian spoke of the 
seminal work undertaken by two 
women naturalists, the English 
woman, Marianne North and the 
Australian, Ellis Rowan.  Born in 
1830, Marianne North devoted her 
life to travelling the world and 
painting plants. A gallery devoted to 
her work is located at Kew Gardens, 
England.  When Damian visited the 
gallery he was astonished at the walls 
lined with hundreds of her paintings 
and objects collected during her 
travels.  Ellis Rowan, despite having 
many setbacks in her life, also 
produced wonderful paintings of 
flora and fauna.  Both women 
travelled to remote places such as 

New Guinea to paint plants and                                                       
birds in situ, a practice not  

commonly practiced by their 
contemporaries, mainly men, who 
preferred to paint or draw from 
preserved specimens. 

Damian moved on to the work he              
has been undertaking, in conjunction 
with others, on the life and photos of 
Hugh A.C. Leach.  The discovery of 
the Hugh Leach fountain in Kalimna 
Park, erected by the Castlemaine Bird 
Club in 1929, was the catalyst to find 
out more about the Club and Leach. 
Following various leads, many proving 
to be false, Damian managed to find 
out more about Leach and his time in 
Castlemaine when he was the teacher 
at Barkers Creek State School.  His 
love of native flora and fauna, 
particularly birds, combined with             
his interest in photography, led to 
hundreds of photos on glass 
slides.  Fortunately, Damian's search 
for information brought him into 
contact with close relatives of Leach 
who were able to supply him with a 
box containing many of these slides. 
They are slowly being digitised by an 
expert in Melbourne, the cost being 
born by one of Leach's 
descendants.  Damian spoke of the 
techniques used by Leach to obtain             
his remarkable bird photographs.  
Most of these are not used by modern 

FAUNA, FLORA & NATURALISTS BY DAMIAN KELLY 
 



day bird photographers who must 
patiently wait for an opportunity to 
shoot their subjects as they go about 
their daily business.  
 

Damian has also found three chapters 
of a book by Hugh Leach titled The 
Bird Lover and has converted these 
into an ebook.  The slide below shows 
the first page written by Leach in a 
school book. 

 

 

It appears that Leach was, to use 
Damian's phrase, "the mover and 
shaker", in regard to the Castlemaine 
Bird Club.  It was during his time in 
Castlemaine that the club thrived but 
after his departure to teach in other 
rural locales, it seems to have gone  
into decline and finally disappeared 
altogether. 

Club members thoroughly enjoyed  
this wonderful presentation -                   
thank you Damian! 

 

Notes compiled by Judy Hopley 

	
Dusky Woodswallow by Hugh Leach 

 
 
 
		
 
 
It’s time to commence planning our 
calendar of events for 2017. 

We are looking for ideas and speakers 
for 2017. Please email to Janine at 
ja9young@outlook.com any thoughts 
and ideas which might be of interest         
to the Garden Club. The committee 
will then start the process of putting   
together the calendar for 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Planning meeting 

Welcome New Members 
Welcome to Evie Hoal and  

Janine Young our  
New Secretary 

	



 

 

 
 

Held on 1st August 2016 at 1pm at Judy Eastwod, 19 Hall Street, Castlemaine 
 

Chair:  Sally Leversha 
Members present: Sally Leversha, Judy Eastwood, Janine Young, Alan Isaacs, Sue Spacey, 

Marion Cooke, Judy Uren, Maxine Tester 
Apologies:  Tom Comerford 
Visitors:   Judy Hopley 

1. Minutes: That the minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 10/6/16 be accepted  
  Moved:  Sally Leversha         Seconded:    Sue Spacey            Carried 

2. Correspondence IN :  
2.1 Mill Park Newsletter 
2.2 RHSV-invoice $230-forwarded to AI(treasurer) 
2.3 Festival of Gardens- Inv $150- AI 
2.4 Elliot Midland Newspaper- Inv $55.25- AI 
2.5 Bendigo Bank (BB) Cheq book-AI 
2.6 BB- statement-AI 
2.7 New Membership- Janine Young- $20cash- AI 
2.8 Post Office Farm Nursery- Hellebore Nursery- open days 
2.9 Annual Statement Notification 
2.10 Sustainable Gardening Australia -Training Days 
2.11 New Zealand Gardener- re renewal of membership- AI 
2.12 Maryborough Garden Club- re Garden Party at Carisbrook on Sunday 16thOctober 
2.13 Bendigo Garden Club Newsletter 
2.14 Garden Design Fest 2016 update- Lists gardens in Melb & Regional Victoria 
2.15 Maroopna Garden Club- re visit 18,19, 20 October- forwarded Committee & 

Hopleys’ 
3. Correspondence OUT: 
1.1     New Zealand Gardener- 12month membership renewal-AI 

    Moved: Sally Leversha           Second: Marion Cooke 
4 Business :  

4.1 MULCH 
          Judy Hopley- declined position of MULCH Editor/Assistant –has kindly   

offered assistance on a casual basis 
Maxine Tester- Marion Cooke proposed Maxine take on this role - kindly 
accepted by Maxine in the interim 

     Tom Comerford’s email was read out expressing his views on MULCH 
     General discussion on what should be included and what the format should be 
     Proposal for a monthly newsletter approx. 8 pages with the opportunity for all   

members to contribute  
     Previous General Meeting activity and discussions to be included in dot point 
     Committee Meeting Minutes  
     Financial report 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 



      
Cont. Minutes of Committee Meeting: 
    
   Activities and or changes to calendar 

    Guest speaker details to back of newsletter 
     Judy Hopley to send newsletter format and contact list to Maxine 
     Need for one or two other members to assist with newsletter as needed 

4.2 Communication of Committee & General Meetings 
Invitation emails to Committee Members and MULCH emails to club members  
to be auto “read receipt” to ensure that members are receiving emails 
Seeking members input for calendar events - August 23rd Meeting 
Marion Cooke offered to manage calendar updates  

4.3 Social Secretary/event organiser and communicator 
Need for a social secretary to manage communication and details on all events  
and to assist club members in their coordination of events- discussed-raise again  
next meeting to see if a member has offered to do this 
Maroopna Garden Club visit proposed for 18th October- Peter Rotterveel has      
offered his assistance plus gardens offered to be open –Sally Leversha, Peter 
Rotterveel & Danny Silver & Jinette de Gooijer (who lives in Muckleford).  
Marion Cooke said she will manage this event 

    4.4 Committee Meetings- structure and time frames 
Proposal for general meetings to be less formal and more timely, general notes          
to be taken rather than minutes. These notes to be become a monthly report for 
MULCH 
Monthly committee meeting to occur prior to MULCH deadline- dates for next         
3 meetings agreed today      Tues 13th Sept, Tues 11th Oct, & Tues 8th Nov 

4.5 Club Profile- advertising as suggested by Marion at AGM 
General discussion on promotional materials for club. 
Paper Ad- Marion to organise 
Laminated sign at Wesley Hill Hall – Marion to design 
Business cards with email address & website address to Vistaprint by Maxine Tester 

     5    Upcoming events:  
Burnley: Wed. 24th August- Sue Spacey organising.  Arranged for a bus driver.            
5 seats still available.   
Maroopna: Tuesday 18th October – Marion Cooke organising 
Show Parade: Friday 28th October - Judy Uren organising 
Garden Market: Tues. 6th November – Judy Uren organising 
Donations for raffle to Maxine Tester for the Garden Market- 51 Berkeley St.      
Alan Isaacs proposed that we review our current Constitution- this was raised at the 
closing of the meeting & will require further discussion – to be placed on Agenda for 
another meeting 

    6  Correspondence: Marion raised that Peggy Munro would like to be contacted                       
continuing with this role- Peggy has previously read all advertising material and 
highlighted places & outings of interest at the General Meetings- Sally to follow up and 
ask Peggy if she wishes to continue with this 

     7 Reports:  Accounts      Moved.     Alan Isaacs     Seconded: Sally Leversha   Carried                  
 
Meeting closed 3.00pm.   
 



 

 

 

Visit	to	Burnley	College	Gardens	
There will be a bus-trip to the above venue on the 24th August (Wednesday).  

The cost to members will be $15.00, this will include transport and a guided    
tour, which will commence at 11.30am.   It is advisable to bring lunch with      
you, as café’s etc. may be some distance from the College. 

The bus will pick-up from the ‘Octopus’ at 8.45 prompt. There are a few        
seats left.  

Those interested please call Sue Spacey on 5470 5834 or 0403038352. 

	
Mooroopna	Garden	Club	to	Visit	on	Tuesday	18th	October	2016	
The Mooroopna Garden Club will be visiting our area on the above date.               
They would like to visit a couple of our member’s gardens and join us for 
afternoon tea. 
We are looking for members to open their garden for around 25 visitors            
about 1.30pm? 
Marion will open her garden for afternoon tea and would like an indication        
of who would be able to provide some scones for the occasion. 
Please let her know if you can oblige with either of these requests at the            
August meeting so that she can organise the visit with Mooroopna Garden        
Club. 
Marion Cooke telephone 5473 4050 
	

BULBS	&	BLOSSOMS				Open gardens of the HEDGE 
(Horticultural Endeavours Demonstrating Gardening Enthusiasm) 

See just what enthusiastic gardeners do in their gardens around Castlemaine                       
Every Sunday in September from 4th to 25th. 
Details on their website: http://www.thehedge.net/ 
	

REMINDERS:	
	September	6:		 Kyneton	Daffodil	Festival	·		
September	18:		 Visit	De	Suza	Garden				
September	27:		 General	Meeting	-	Speaker:	Barry	Lacey-	Bonsai				
 

COMING EVENTS 
 



	
Club members turned out in numbers to help with 
the annual potting-up of plants for the November 
Garden Market.  Thanks to Sue and Mike Spacey 

for hosting this event again and to all those who worked together to get so many 
plants prepared. 

 

If you weren’t able to help perhaps you could do some potting up at your place to 
add to our stock.  Please use good quality potting mix to avoid weeds and disease.   
Sue has potting mix leftover so please call her on 5470 5834 if you would like to 
collect some. 
 
 
 

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER EVENTS 
This year the Show Parade is on 28th October, 2016. Judy Uren is organising  
this event and there will be an update in the next Mulch. It is a fun time and 
anyone interested in participating, will be very welcome. 
Our renowned Garden Market is on 1st November, 2016. Maxine will be 
collecting donations from our members for the Raffle for the Garden Market.  
All donations can be delivered to Maxine at 51 Berkeley Street or can be brought 
to any meeting at Wesley Hill Hall prior to the Market. 
 
 
 

Potting Day 



 
TREASURER’S REPORT –  July 2016 

 
     
Main Account     
Cashbook Balance at 30/06/2016   3,042.35 
      
Income to 31/07/2016     
Membership 20.00   
Excursion Fees - Burnley 30.00   
Raffle	 28.00   
    78.00 
  		 3,120.35 
Expenses to 31/07/2016     
Subscription - NZ Gardener 90.12   
Garden Market potting up materials 62.90   
Raffle prize 19.76   
  		 172.78 
Cashbook Balance at 31/07/2016   2,947.57 
      
      
Bank Reconciliation:     
Bank Balance at 31/07/2016   2,982.23 
Add receipts not yet credited   48.00 
Less unpresented cheques:     
#1344 62.90   
#1345 19.76   
    82.66 
    2,947.57 
      
      
Bursary Account     
Balance at 30/06/2016   716.00 
Donations - nil   0.00 
Bank Balance at 31/07/2016   716.00 
      
      
Cash at Hand     
Petty Cash    27.80 
Raffle Float   10.00 
Trading Table Float   25.00 
Total Cash at Hand   62.80 
      
      
Fixed Assets     
PA System   966.40 
Gazebos   366.40 
Digital Projector   279.20 
Total   1,612.00 

 



 
 

DISCOUNTS 

 
 
Members are reminded to continue to support the businesses that support us in 
the form of discounts: 
 

 
You will need your 2016 

membership card for identification 
 
 

v All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 
5% off gravel, mulch etc. 
15% off pots and plants 

 
v Beard’s Hardware 

10% on most garden related products 
 

v Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 5475 233 

Discount of 10% excluding items on consignment and sale items 
www.gardenetcetera.com.au 

 
v Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 

10% discount 
 

vStoneman’s Bookroom 
10% on all purchases over $10 

 
v Taylor Brothers 

5% on garden related products 
 

vv Tonks Gardening Section   
10% on garden related products 

 
 

MULCH is printed with the assistance of 
LEGION OFFICE WORKS

	
	



 
 

	
 

 

	
															
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

NEXT	MEETING	
Tuesday	23rd	August,	2016	

General	Meeting	
7.30 pm.  Wesley Hill Hall 

Guest Speaker : Fermi De Suza- Tulips 
 
Wednesday 24th August, 2016 

     Visit to Burnley College Gardens 
***********************************	

Next	Committee	Meeting: 
Tuesday 13th September – 

Sally Leversha 
112 Hargraves St. Castlemaine 

 
***********************************	

The	Castlemaine	&	District	Garden	
Club	meets	at	7:30pm	on	the	fourth	

Tuesday	of	each	month	from	
February	to	October	at	the	Wesley	
Hill	Hall,	Duke	Street,	Wesley	Hill.		

Membership	of	the	Club	is	open	to	all	
and	costs	$20	a	year	per	household	
($31	if	you	want	a	paper	copy	of	
Mulch	mailed	to	you).	Mulch		is	
available	via	email	on	request.	
Subscriptions	are	payable	at	the	

beginning	of	each	calendar	year.	New	
members	are	very	welcome.	The	Club	
distributes	this	monthly	newsletter	to	
all	members	and	other	like-minded	

organisations.	
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