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to those who assisted 
with the rose pruning 
at the Botanical 
Gardens and Buda.  
Your assistance was 

much appreciated. A special thank 
you to Adelaide. 
 (Rose feeding is now completed) 

 
My green thumb came only as a result of 

the mistakes I made while learning to 
see things from the plant's point of 

view. 
H Fred Dale 

 

 

 
           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For a final flurry I would like to say 
a great thank you to many of our 
members who have been so 
supportive during my time as 
president. First to Sue, Judy and 
Philip, Marion and Helen, Jan and 
Heather, a wonderful committee. 
Those that made the meetings go, 
Christobel, Sue D, Edward and 
Maxine and Tom.  Our wonderful 
communications specialists Alan 
and Lynne and Damian and those 
who set up the student bursary 
Helen and Tom and the very 
special Judy Uren who is the 
organiser for the Garden Market.  
Then I would like to congratulate 
the new Committee under the 
guidance of President Judy Uren     
We all wish them well in their new 
and exciting roles.        
                                      Peggy Munro 

 

COMMITTEE FROM PEGGY 
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Greetings once again not from the 
rocky ridge in Chewton but a rocky 
hill in Castlemaine. When we 
decided to downsize and move 
into Castlemaine I had the idea 
that gardening would be much 
easier, in the burbs so to speak as 
against being in the bush.  

I soon found out that  starting a 
garden from scratch and  I mean 
nothing; no established micro 
climate no existing foliage plants 
to build on no structure at all and 
to add to the problems the block 
sloped down to the rear fence with 
north/west corner a steeper 
gradient , it was not going to be 
easy. 

 Some of the things I learnt at the 
rocky ridge in Chewton that has 
proved invaluable in starting this 
garden,  the beauty of no dig 
gardens, the value of compost and 
good top soil and advice 
/information from others, the 
wonder of cuttings and the delight 

in dividing up plants and being 
able to spread them around. 

Three years on, it is, like all 
gardens an ongoing project, one of 
the more pleasurable experiences 
life has to offer. Over the next two 
years I hope we will have the 
opportunity to share many garden 
experiences good and bad 
together. 

A gentle reminder for the next 
meeting remember to purchase 
your fish and chips or pizza or 
whatever and bring it with you to 
the auditorium at the hospital , for 
a most enjoyable evening 
watching gardening DVDs.  
Remember to keep warm. 

                                             Judy Uren 

 
 

 
 
 

 

                    
Fish and Chips and Film Night 

Date: 26th August, 2014 
Where: Hospital Auditorium 
Parking is available in the Hospital Car 
Park via Odgers Road at the rear of the 
Hospital 
Time: 6.30pm 
Bring: Whatever it is your wish to eat 
for an evening meal 
Tea and Coffee supplied  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

AUGUST GENERAL 
MEETING 



 

 
 
 

Meet Marion Cooke 
Past: Secretary and Newsletter 
Editor, President: Festival of 
Gardens Currently: Committee 
member, MULCH distributor, 
Contact person, School’s 
Garden Challenge Coordinator 

A stroll through Marion Cooke’s 
idyllic garden is a sheer delight 

 
 
Perched on the side of a hill in 
Yapeen Marion’s garden is 
surrounded by acres of natural 
bush and it has a stunning view 
that seems to go on forever. 

There wasn’t a lot of garden there 
when Marion and her husband 
bought the property a decade ago. 

“I like big sweeping areas” Marion 
said.  The garden features wide 
meandering paths, a pond full of 
goldfish, lots of birds and stacks of 
succulents, natives and colourful 

self-seeding plants like Calendulas 
and poppies. 

Look further afield and you will see 
Queen Anne’s Lace, Corncockles, a 
cluster of fruit trees and a very 
healthy vegie patch.  The back part 
of the garden features a complete 
circle of Claret Ash trees 
surrounding the stunning 
centrepiece of this garden – 
Marion’s first mosaic which bears 
the words “There is a little bit of 
the dragon in each and every one 
of us” and the twelve signs of the 
zodiac. 

“This is my pride and joy”, says 
Marion pointing to a huge Agave 
geminifolium.  “I’ve had it for 
about seven years, but I think I am 
about to lose it because once it 
flowers (it has) the plant dies off. 

Marion says the garden is not hard 
to maintain and she usually spends 
an hour or so each morning 
weeding, planting and maintaining 
it, often accompanied by her 
Golden Retriever, Oscar. 

Extracted from Castlemaine Mail 
Friday, August 1, 2014 

"A weed is a plant that has 

mastered every survival 

skill except for learning how 

to grow in rows." 

Doug Larson 

KNOW YOUR 
COMMITTEE 



September in the Garden  
 

 Feed rhododendrons,  
 

 Plant azaleas, camellias, 

citrus, stone and pome fruits 

 Plant no dig potatoes 

 Plant gladioli corms for early 

December flowering 

 Destroy harlequin bug 

breeding places e.g., dry 

weedy surface growth, cracks 

in paling fences, tidy old 

sheds and wood heaps,  

 White oil spray any 

hydrangea leaves which have 

black sooty mould or white 

woolly particles on the stem 

 White oil spray citrus which 

have white waxy looking 

scale – cut out affected 

foliage 

 Plant root crops such as 
carrots, parsnips, beetroot 
and potatoes  

 Prune passion fruit vines 
 Lime beds which grow 

vegetables 
 Divide chrysanthemums and 

other perennials 
 Spread animal manure, blood 

and bone and organic 
mulching materials 

 DO NOT cut or tie leaves of 
spring bulbs which have 
finished flowering 

 Tip prune gooseberry, apple 
trees showing signs of 
powdery mildew 

 Place hessian, newspaper or 
cardboard around trunks of 
apple, pear and quince trees 
to collect codlin moth grubs  

 Spray fruit trees for brown 
rot control 

 Repot house plants which are 
root bound 
 

 
 

Designated Australian Flower  
of the Month 

 also called ‘grey spider flower’ 
 an open rounded bushy shrub 

to 1.5m with pinkish brown 
flowers from August to 
November 

 likes well drained sandy soils 
and sunny or dappled shade 
position 
Florist Flower of the Month 

Gladiolus 

 

Gladiolus carneus 

Grevillea buxifolia 

SEPTEMBER IN THE 
GARDEN 



 

 

 

 

We have arrived at the crazy time 
of the year for our project. 

For those of you who don’t know 
what this is all about I will try to 
explain. 

In April of each year Maxine Tester 
and I deliver seedlings (generously 
donated by Purtills Nursery, 
Bendigo) and seeds to each of the 
fifteen primary schools within the 
Shire of Mt. Alexander. 

Late August (26th & 27th this year), 
along with three independent 
judges, we visit the schools 
gardens and assess them against a 
given criteria.  This year our judges 
are Markus Mollenhauer, 
horticulturist from Skydancers, 
Catherine Tait, Artist and Dr 
Graeme Watson, gardener 
extraordinaire. 

The culmination of this event 
occurs this year on the 5th 
September.  The schools bring 
along their produce for our 
Harvest Dinner.  Two children from 
each of the schools involved get 
together at the Campbells Creek 
Community Centre and prepare, 
cook and serve a three course 
dinner to their parents, teachers 

and friends under the supervision 
of our chef Ashley Mariani. 

This is a very busy day for all 
involved.  Last year we catered for 
120 people and expect this year to 
be much the same.  All who have 
attended in previous years have 
been most enthusiastic and have 
enjoyed a great time. 

If there are any members who 
would like to help on the 5th 
September please let me know.  If 
you would like to work with the 
children through the day you will 
need to have a current Working 
with Children ticket.  If you would 
just like to help we are always 
desperate for dishwashers and 
general clean-up-erers on the 
night. 

Prizes for the gardens are most 
generously donated by Skydancers 
and many other businesses in the 
area assist. 

The last thing the schools do for 
the year is to present a visual 
display at the Garden Market to be 
held on Sunday, 2nd November. 

If you are able to assist please 
contact either Maxine 54706463 
or myself 54734050.  We would be 
most grateful and you will get fed! 

Thanks 

Marion Cooke 

 

BUDA GREAT SCHOOLS 
VEGIE CHALLENGE AND 

HARVEST DINNER 
 



 
 

 

25TH MAY 1979: FIRST MEETING 
 in the Education Centre, 

Mostyn Street Castlemaine  
Convenor:  Geoff Sitch 

Foundation Members 
Jo Bayle    Audrey Bruton 
Stan Bruton   Dot Bransgrove 
Lloyd Bransgrove Joyce Chapman 
Heather Harcus   Jack Harcus 
Lin McDonald   Miss McPherson 
Miss Mills    Mrs Mills 
Geoff Sitch    Gary Sobey 
Lyn Stuchbree   Max and Ruth 

                          Winterbottom 
 
 
 

 
17 years ago 

26th August 1997 General Meeting 

 23 present  18 apologies 

 visitor Ian Christie-Johnston 

 Peggy Munro obtained a map of 
roses in Botanical Garden beds  
It was suggested that members 
visit there during flowering time 
with a view to identifying them 

 to date five stalls booked for 
swap-meet 

 banner preparation is in hand 
1m x 5m  

 Committee meeting planned for 
September 9 

 

GARY SOBEY 
 Foundation Member 1979 

 First President re-established 

Club  25th June 1985 

 Instigator Spring Flower Show 

1986  

 Regular speaker at General 

Meetings 1985-1993 

Gary grew up in Ballarat on a 
sheep and cattle farm and studied 
horticulture while completing a 
traineeship at Ballarat’s then 
begonia drive-in nursery. He and 

his wife Chris 
started a 
nursery in 1978 
in Ballarat, 
followed quickly 
by Castlemaine 
and then 
Harcourt from 
1993. 

Gary has dedicated the greater 
part of his life to rearing butterflies 
and breeding world-renowned 
orchids. 
The results of this work can be 
seen at ASQ Skydancers in 
Harcourt, central Victoria, a 
garden nursery he started in 1993, 
but where he has been employed 
since selling the business in 2010. 
 

OUR BEGINNINGS 

FROM THE MINUTES 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 



 
 

Minutes of General Meeting 22nd July, 2014 at Wesley Hill Hall 
Meeting commenced at 6.37pm 

Chair: Peggy Munro 
Members Present: 
Sue Spacey, Mike Spacey, Tom and Christobel Comerford, Marion Cooke, Edward 
Gollings, Jenny Howe, Judy and Phil Hopley, Jeanette Hawkins, Jeanette Adams, Alan 
and Pam Isaacs, Peter Rotteveel, Helen Morris, Irene Jacob, Alex Allen, Heather Spicer, 
Penny Garnett, Judy Uren, Jo Welsh, Julie-Ann and Neil Webster, Sally Leversha, Lynne 
and Damian Kelly, Gill King, P.J.Munro, Linda Stevenson, Ian Johnson, David Avery, 
Maxine Tester. 
New Members:   Nil.                                                                                     
Visitors: Kevin Walsh. (Speaker). 
Apologies: 
Barry and Jennifer Lacey, Jan Miletic, Morgan Matthias-Williamson, Sue Dimozantos, 
Eileen Park. 
Peggy gave the running order of the evening, General meeting first, AGM second, 
Main course of soup and breads, Guest Speaker, ( Kevin Walsh)  then desserts and 
liquid refreshments. 
MINUTES 
 That the minutes of the meeting held on June 24th 2014 as published in Mulch be 
accepted. 
  Moved: Judy Hopley   Seconded: Christobel Comerford.    Carried.                                                                 
Business from minutes:  Nil. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 The full report from the Treasurer to be published in the next issue of Mulch. 
That the Treasurers report of 24th June 2014 as published in Mulch be accepted. 

Moved: Judy Hopley   Seconded: Marion Cooke.                  Carried. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  As in Mulch plus - 
Friend of Buda Winter 2014 Newsletter 
Form from Dept.of Justice re lodgement of annual statement. 
Mt Alexander Booking Form for 2014 Shire Event Exhibition. 
(to be held 2nd Sept. to 20th October) 
Mill Park Garden Club Newsletter and August Calendar 
RHSV notification of AGM and Nomination forms 
Ararat Gardening Club notification of date and venue change of 
Sustainable Gardening Expo. (now on 1st Nov, Chalambar Golf Club) 
Skipton Garden Club Calendar of events and flyer for Winter Open Meeting 21st 
August 
Event Calendar from Loddon Shire re events in Sept-October 
Maryborough and District Garden Club Newsletter 
Mt Alex Shire news 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 



Corrrespondence out: Nil. 
(All items in the Correspondence folder can be perused by members) 
That the Correspondence as published in Mulch be accepted 

Moved:  Sue Spacey     Seconded. Alan Isaacs                Carried 
Business from Correspondence:  Nil. 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Christobel Comerford reported that the rose pruning session at ‘Penhall’ Aged Care 
Facility had been a great success and that volunteers were being sought for rose 
pruning at the Botanical Gardens in Castlemaine on Thursday 24th of this month at 
9.30 a.m. , those who were not ‘au fait’ with the task could help to apply the plant 
food. A show of hands was requested for those interested. 
Peggy advised that the meeting in August will be a Fish’n’chip night at the Hospital 
with showing of films of a Botanical nature, details to be published in the Mulch. 
Peggy also advised members that National Tree day on the 27th of this month  
(Sunday) would be an opportunity for members to get ‘out and about’. Those who 
would like to attend to meet at the ‘Octopus’ at 1.30 p.m. 
Tom Comerford spoke of his interest in researching the history of the Garden Club and 
had discovered several members who had been instrumental in its success and 
longevity. He named these as Sue Grimes, Mollie Maddox, Gary Sobey, Brian Strange, 
Carolyn McGullicke and Kevin Walsh, who had been a prolific ‘Speaker’ over the years. 
Tom spoke about one particular member who had been conspicuous in that she had 
contributed to all aspects of the Club and the success of same. He named Peggy 
Munro as that person and suggested the acknowledgement of these people with an 
accolade of some description. 
Peggy reported that Barbara Maund had broken her arm but is recovering at a 
remarkable rate. 
Marion Cooke advised that she had a Hirers Liability form to be signed by those who 
wish to hire Club equipment. This to be perused and accepted at the next Committee 
meeting on 12th August. 
Trading Table:  No Trading Table due to AGM. 
Meet and Greet   Christobel Comerford. 
Raffle:  Warm Fleece and socks kindly donated by Sociana Murray.                                                 
Won by-  Sally Leversha. 
Meeting closed at.6.50 p.m. 
 
Our Guest Speaker – Kevin Walsh 
Show and Tell:  No items this month. 
 
 

26th August- Fish’n’chip ‘n’ film night at the Hospital- come and enjoy a great evening 
in great company. Bring your supper, drinks and meet at the Auditorium at 6.30 p.m.   

(NO  General Meeting this month) 

 



 

 
 

  

Main Account 
  

Cashbook Balance at 1/07/14 

 

  
1,702.84  

Receipts to 31/07/14: 
  

Membership fees 
        

20.00   

Raffle  
        

45.00  
        

65.00  

 
 

1,767.84  
Expenses to 31/07/14: 

  
RHSV Membership/Insurance 

      
198.00  

 
Legion Office Works 

        
61.60   

Australia Post 
        

13.30   

Kevin Walsh - AGM guest speaker 
        

50.00  
      

322.90  
Cashbook Balance at 31/07/14 

 
1,444.94  

 
  

Bank Reconciliation: 
  

Cashbook balance at 31/07/14 
 

  
1,444.94  

Add unpresented cheques: 
  

Nil 
  

Add Petty cash payments 
        

19.50  
        

19.50  

Bank Balance at 31/07/14 
 

1,464.44  

   
Student Bursary Account 

  
Bank Balance at 31/05/14 

 

      
416.00  

Receipts to 31/07/14 
 

 Nil 
 

  

Bank Balance at 31/07/14 
 

    416.00  

Cash at hand 
 

        
43.60  

 
Fixed Assets 

 
2,015.00 

TREASURER’S REPORT JULY, 2014 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Agave geminifolium 
I was concerned that it would die 
after flowering and my fears were 

confirmed by 
Lyle at Roraima 
Rare Plants.  He 
tells me that it is 
Monocarpic 
which means it 
will flower and 
slowly die.  It will 
produce seeds.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An excursion to some of our local 
cemeteries was on a not so 
brilliant day but those who 
ventured out did a circuit around 
the district to see some of the 
interesting trees in these local  
community assets.     
All of the places we visited would I     

am sure have scored well on Kevin 
Walsh’s score sheet as the mowers 
had been out and all were tidy and 
neat. Different palms and pines 
were the not so unusual trees in 
more than a couple of the 
cemeteries but there were few 
flowers growing but many on 
graves that were bright and 
colourful. 
 At one burial ground I was 
amazed to see some of the 
beautiful porcelain flowers and 
icons in their glass domes still on 
some graves. 
 
 

FROM MARION NATIONAL TREE DAY 



  
 
 
 

Thompson House Garden Project 
Thompson House has received a 
grant from the Shire to establish a 
garden. The Project Team has big 
plans for the Thompson House 
garden areas to ensure their 
residents, families and visitors will 
enjoy. If any members of the 
Garden Club could help in anyway 
it would be much appreciated.  
Contact: Jenny Nuske 
ph.5472 4774  
jenny.nuske4@bigpond.com 
 

U3A Castlemaine visit to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne 

30th October 
See stage two of the development 
of these marvellous gardens. 
There will be a talk on 'plants for 
your place' given by one of the 
staff. There is also the opportunity 
on the day to join the explorer 
'train' that takes you in comfort to 
other parts of the Gardens. (Extra 
cost of $6.00) Cost:  $30.00 which 
covers the bus and entry. 

Please book and pay by cheque or 
cash at the U3A Office - open 
Monday - Thursday 1.30-3.30pm.  
Enquires: Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 

 

 

 

 

Editorial Panel 
I should like to include in MULCH 
at least once a quarter and if 
possible once a month, each of the 
items which appear below:  

 book review 

 cartoon 

 coming events 

 garden article 

 flower of the month 

 meet your Committee 

 introducing new members 

 question/answer 

 quote of the month 

 this time ten/five/last 

year[s] ago 

 visiting speaker report 

 where are they now? 

I would be grateful to any member 
who would be prepared to take 
responsibility for one of these 
items. 

 

 
What garden is this? 

 

JOIN WITH US 

mailto:jenny.nuske4@bigpond.com


 

 

Castlemaine Community Kitchen 
Garden 

Barbara Daley of Castlemaine 
Community Kitchen Garden 
is looking for volunteers to help in 
the garden at the rear of the 
Continuing Education building in 
Templeton Street. Anyone who 
would like to explore the garden or 
help grow vegetables,( garden day 
is Wednesday 10,30-2pm) please 
call Barbara on 0413 6434. 
 

VCAL 2014 Garden Propagating 
project - Winter Sale 

From Morgan Mathias Williamson, 
Stacey Fitzgerald from Yr 12 VCAL 
class and Jess Simpson (Yr 10 
Steiner) 
The aim of our Gardening Project 
is to: 

 raise funds for our program (for 
employability certificates and 
for our other community 
projects) 

 help us with career pathways 

 provide practical training 
situations 

We have propagated a wide 
variety of plants from trees, 
shrubs, cacti and succulents, bulbs 
and some vegetables to sell for our 
Winter Market. 

We have a massive variety of 
shrubs and seedlings which we will 
sell in our Spring Market (early 
October).  
For further information please 
contact our teacher Jan Miletic         
Miletic.jan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Flexible scoop. This simple scoop 

is fashioned from a two litre plastic 

milk jug. It's great for distributing 

fertilizer granules or potting soil in 

tight spaces. To craft it, make two 

horizontal cuts on the sides 

adjacent to the handle, and two 

forward-slanting. 

 

      

 

Frost    

Protector 

 

 

Recycle 
The Magic Milk Jug 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

mailto:Miletic.jan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
 

Inter-Club Visit 
Tuesday 16th September 

As host Club we shall meet our 
Malden and Maryborough Garden 
Club visitors at the Octopus, Duke 
Street, Castlemaine (opposite the 
Castle Motel) at 1.30pm . Then on 
to visit the gardens of Elphinstone 
Primary School, Pam & Alan Isaacs 
and Elaine Geraghty where we 
shall share afternoon tea.  Please 
bring a plate to share.  If you are 
unable to come but would like to 
contribute to the afternoon tea 
you can leave your contribution at 
3 Saint Street Castlemaine  
 

Program for 2015 
Planning Day 

At our September Meeting you  
will be asked to suggest activities 
that you would like to happen in 
2015.  This will be done by asking  
you to fill in a pro forma.  A 
Planning Sub-Committee will then 
draw up the program. 
 

Colourful Front Page 
To have the front page of MULCH 
in colour as for this edition costs 
extra (about $35).  Is this a 
justifiable expense?  Your opinion 
will be sought at the September 
Meeting. 

 
 
 

MULCH by e-mail 
If you like MULCH in colour why 
not opt to receive it by e-mail. 
In this way you can support our 
concerns for the environment 
whilst reducing printing costs. 
 

Wanted 
A copy of MULCH for April 2013 

Reply to Marion Cooke 5473 4050 
 

Can You Help? 
The following events are creeping 
up and will call for Club Members 
to be active supporters.  Please 
consider how you can assist. 
 Schools’ Garden Challenge  - 

5th September 

 Seniors Posy making - October 

 Show Parade - October 

 Garden Market - November 

 Pakenham Garden Club visit - 

November 

 Hanging Basket Competition – 

March 2015  

 

 

FROM THE COMMITTEE  

Where is this? 



 
 

 
September 

4th-14th Kyneton Daffodil Festival 
5th Pakenham Garden Expo 
7th-8th Australian Open Garden 
“Southdown” Merricks 
9th  Castlemaine Library -  Simon 
Rickard:  Heirloom Vegetables 
14th Australian Plants Society Yarra 
Yarra Group Australian Plants Expo 
18th Goldfields Roses & Gardens 
Group visit to Eganstown garden 
20th-21st Mt Macedon Plant Lovers 
Market 
20th-21stAustralian Open Gardens  
“Solea” & Waldershare” Torquay 

 

 

 
 
 

Members are reminded to 
continue to support the businesses 
that support us in the form of 
discounts: 

 
 

You will need your 2014 
membership card for 

identification 

 
 All Stone Quarries (ASQ) 
5% off gravel, mulch etc. 
15% off pots and plants 
 Beard’s Hardware 
10% on most garden related 
products 
 Gardens Etcetera 
21-25 Main Street Maldon Tel: 
5475 2339 
Discount of 10% excluding items 
on consignment and sale items 
www.gardenetcetera.com.au  
 Sociana’s Plant Stall Wesley Hill 

Saturday Market 
10% discount 
 Sociana’s ‘The Green Folly’ 
10% discount 
Stoneman’s Bookroom 
10% on all purchases over $10 
 Taylor Brothers 
5% on garden related products 
 

MULCH is printed with the 
generous assistance of  
LEGION OFFICE WORKS 

COMING EVENTS DISCOUNTS 

http://www.gardenetcetera.com.au/


 
 
 

 

 

        

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 26th August: Fish’n’Chips 
and Video Night (in lieu of regular 
meeting) 
Hospital Auditorium 
6.30pm 
Bring your own meal 

************* 
Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday 
14th  October  

************* 
 
The Castlemaine & District Garden 
Club meets at 7:30pm on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month 
from February to October at the 
Wesley Hill Hall, Duke Street, 
Wesley Hill.  
Membership of the Club is open to 
all and costs $20 a year per 
household ($25 if you want a 
paper copy of Mulch mailed to 
you). Mulch (in colour) is available 
via email on request. Subscriptions 
are payable at the beginning of 
each calendar year. New members 
are very welcome. The Club 
distributes this monthly newsletter 
to all members and other like-
minded organisations. 
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